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During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In
today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a
given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises
to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God'’s love for all the
world.

Key to hymnals in the pews:

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red); page numbers are in front, hymns in back
WOV = With One Voice (blue); page numbers are in front, hymns in back

STS = Spirit Touching Spirit (grey)

* = Please rise

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

We welcome all who are gathered with us for worship, whether in person or via the livestream! If you
are worshipping with us via the livestream, please send an e-mail to redeemer@gvtel.com to let us
know from where you are worshipping.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection. Those who wish to may kneel.
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Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Water is poured into the baptismal font.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

*Processional Hymn Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
All turn and face the processional cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.



Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a pre - cious foun-tain;
2 Near the cross, a tem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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till rest  be-yond the v - er.

my ran- somed soul shall find

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915




*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Kyrie ELW p. 203
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
*Hymn of Praise Glory Be to God in Heaven ELW p. 204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we

now ac-claim you; Lord

a - lone, to

you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt

on the cross you died to
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it,

save us;

the

in

now you reign at

you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.
Fa - ther’s splen - dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

o

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

*Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray...O God, our leader and guide,

in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children.
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.

First Reading: God'’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of
the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of
land, nation, and a great reputation.

Genesis 2:1-4a

'The LoRD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’'s house to the land that | will show you. ? | will make of you a great nation,
and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. °|
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

“2 S0 Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



Psalm 121

1 lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
Sthe Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

Second Reading: /n the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with
God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the
forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life
to the dead.

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

"What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the
flesh? ?For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. ° For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are
not reckoned as a gift but as something due. ° But to one who does not work but
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. ' For if it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. '°For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

'S For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the
father of all of us, '” as it is written, “| have made you the father of many nations”),



in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!

*Gospel Acclamation Jesus, Remember Me WOV #740
The congregation sings “Jesus, Remember Me” once; the cantor sings the verse for the day; then the
congregation sings “Jesus, Remember Me” once more.
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Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 irregular

Gospel: A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus
speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

*Gospel: John 3:1-17

The holy gospel according to St. John...
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. °He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that
person.” ® Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” * Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ® What is born of the flesh is



flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ ¢ The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ° Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” '° Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet
you do not understand these things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. '?If | have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things?
'3No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man. '* And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, '° that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life.

'5“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

"“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message Rev. Stephanie White

*Hymn of the Day God Loved the World ELW #323

God Loved the World
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1 God loved the world so that he  gave  his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who was made
3 00f you are ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4+ Be of good cheer, for God's own Son  for - gives all
5 All glo - ry 1o the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide n
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ  Je -  sus res - Cues
sins that you have done,  and jus - ot - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To VOl O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing  life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that 1% the firm - est ground of  faith.
Je - sus’ blood. your bap - tism grants the  high - est good.
Trin - i -ty be  praise now  and e - ter - nal - ly!

Text: Gesanghbuch, Bollhagen, 1791 . August Crull, 1836- 1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 173 1=1807, adapt,

*Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



*Prayers of the Church

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Christ.

Offering

We welcome you to Redeemer Lutheran Church this day! Tithes and offerings may be placed in the
offering box before the service or at this time. As our tithes and offerings are being collected, please
take a moment to sign the red Friendship Pad at the end of the pew and pass it along.

*Offertory Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW #181
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and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 2004 Augsburg Fortress.

*Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen

*Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,



through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Sanctus ELW p. 207
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san-na in  the high

In the night in which he was betra
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our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of m

e.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of m

e.



*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

*Agnus Dei
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
Distribution

If you are worshipping with us via the livestream, we invite you to join in celebrating at Christ’s table
wherever you are, with bread and wine, grape juice, or water, as we remain physically separated yet
“together met, together bound by all that God has done” and “the love that makes us one.” (“I Come with

Joy’, ELW #482)

Know that all who come seeking Jesus are invited to receive these gifts of God. Please approach the
serving station using the center aisle at the direction of the ushers. After receiving the Bread of Life,
please take an empty cup before approaching the wine station; if you prefer grape juice instead of wine,

please take one of the pre-filled cups of white grape juice from the center of the tray.

ELW p. 208




Our bread is gluten- and other allergen-free.

Hymn during Distribution We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus ELW #451
We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is 1is - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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And if we have been u - nit -ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past

as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - mnt-ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a  song that has no end -ing. . . . . A men.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.



*Post-Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood

you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Benediction and Threefold Amen

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

++ bless you now and always.
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*Sending Hymn

Lift High the Cross

All face the processional cross as it is carried from the sanctuary.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain  trod,
2 Al new - horn ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious  tree,
4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of  God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to  thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912: rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

ELW #660



ASSISTING IN MINISTRY TODAY

Presiding: Rev. Stephanie White

Organist: Reid Froiland

Cantor: Chris Cuppett

Video: Dave Ulrich

Acolyte: Gracie Vigen and Aliya Hejlik

Lector: Phyllis Johnson

Ushers: Ken Froschheiser and Grant Nelson
Communion Assistants: Scott Pream and Jan Anderson

Portions of this order of service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB136345.

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission.

Portions of this order of service are reprinted by permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727128.
Portions of this order of service are used with permission under CCLI, License # 21959612 Size B.




Tom Gustafson, Larry and LaVonne Forsberg, Tamara Vaughan,
Darren Bakke, Shawn Groven, Jim Potucek, Rick Harbott, Michelle
Kasprick, Shari Safranski, Bob and Barb Horien, Rick and Tami
Hanson, Rose Teie, Fern Melbye , Laurie Miller and Wayne.

Altar flowers are given by
Dianne Stroh,
In Thanks for all the prayers and
kindness during her illness.

Quarterly statements are available Week Ending
upon request; please contact Marit at February 22, 2026
the church office. $2,019.00

mHamble (;gi‘f{gif{mg Volunteers are needed to read, usher and serve

ki Bharitlaiu;lp Th communion. If you can help out in any of these
13 % e rs ... roles, please fill out a volunteer sheet found on our
INSELFISHHEL PR UL reos new church app. Thank you for sharing your time
" THOUGHTFUL and talents.

Respectable

Reminder - All committee meeting will be Tuesday, March 3 at 6:00 p.m. in the

fellowship hall. If you are a member of one of our committees, please plan on
attending.



Lent Prayer will meet every Tuesday during Lent at 8:30 a.m. This is a great time to
set aside other cares and take part in prayer. Everyone is welcome.
Lent Schedule:
5:15 - 6:15 — Soup Supper
5:30 - 6:30 - JAM
6:30 — 7:30 — Holden Evening Prayer Worship
All confirmation students are expected to attend the Lenten services.

Daylight savings time begins on Sunday, March 8.

Communion Instruction for 5t grade students will be on Tuesday, March 3™ at
1:00 p.m.

The Great NWMN Synod Get Together will be held on Saturday, March 21 at Calvary
Lutheran Church , 2508 Washington Ave SE, Bemidji, MN. This one-day event is all
about reconnecting, learning, and sharing ministry. We'll enjoy fellowship, conference
time, and breakout sessions—plus a little preview of our 2026 Synod Assembly theme,
“Grace in a Digital Space.”
Speaker:
We'll hear from Pastor lan McConnell,

Registration fee is $50.00

A Capital Campaign continues. Redeemer is currently facing upcoming
projects/repairs. Some are costly and some — not so much but we don’t have the
funds to pay for them. Prayerfully consider making a donation. Please make your
check to Redeemer and designate Capital Campaign on the memo line.

40 DAYS OF PRAYER
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March Birthdays —

1- 2 - 3 -Chris Bjerklie, Aaron Sjaaheim 4 —Hailey Bayne, Sarah Castle 5§ — 6 —
Brian Bugge, Kendra Carlson 7 — Kellie Savich, Briggs Anderson, Carlie Rogalla 8 —
Molly Halsa, Jonah Nordby 9 — Leona Bugge, Laurie Wilson 10 — 11 — Tucker
Kruchowski12 -13 - Susan Brekke, David Houske 14 — Tyler Richards15 — Cecil
Anderson, Kyle Goethe, Kozmik Johns, Jack Milender, Blaine Olson 16 — Michelle
Kempert, Parker Hanson 17 — Harper Bakken 18 — Mike Nelson 19 — Haley
Bruggeman, Carole Krogstad 20 — Chelsey Johnson, Emily Meyer, Brenden Vigen 21
— Tiffany Stroh, Gerry Seim, Christine Halsa 22 — Hailey Leatherwood 23 - 24 — Dane
Froiland, Cindy Sele 25 — 26 — Dean Dalen 27 — Kailee Vigen 28 — Tatum Fay,
Shelby Norlin 29 — Rick Hanson, Cali Green, Elaine Grovum 30 — Joe Borchardt, Lisa
Cullen, Molly Dahlin 31 — Kylee Little, Maura Efteland, Aiden Davis, Kyla Davis,
Rosemary Voecks

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

1300 Nora St. E. Phone: (218) 681-3390
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 Web: www.redeemertrf.org

Email: redeemer@gvtel.com
Rev. Stephanie White, pastor Reid Froiland, organist/liturgist/choir director
Dianne Stroh, administrative assistant Chris Cuppett, cantor
Marit Martell, financial secretary Dave Ulrich, videographer

Mike Lundgren, custodian
Terri Cuppett, Church Council President
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Family tree
John 3:1-17
We believe Jesus brings us eternal life, just like a tree brings

nutrients to its branches. We come to Gods family through Wace fhe doiedfres. -, , . ;

to find another kind of ,
Jesus. family tree. :
Jesus told a leader m Jesus died on the cross so we
named Nicodemus / 0 can live in Gods family forever.
he could not see 4 F
Print Nicodemus' the kingdom /y?] ﬂ% !-Inuv: manzsﬁ!'ns 58 dut )':u :ee
name on a branch. Print of God without /' In the worship space loday>
d of , : Did anyone carry a cross in as
your name and names being baptized— worshio began?
others you know on other bornl from above p began:
branches. :

There are 40 days in Lent. Can
you find 40 crosses in this
bulletin?

Nicodemus couldn't
understand.
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Lent. Look for purple things in worship today. When do we >3 Jesus our Savior, we are

see Jesus as the King? I thankful to be called
+ 1. children of God. Amen

'@ Purple, the dark rich color of a royal family, is the color in



	Quarterly statements are available upon request; please contact Marit at the church office.

