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BiBLE OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION

Reading the Bible is an exciting spiritual, emotional, and intellectual adventure. It is an
invitation to walk alongside God’s people in Scripture and meet an awe-inspiring God.
God invites us to have an intimate relationship with him. Through the Holy Spirit and
the Scriptures, we get to know a loving, compassionate, graceful, stern, holy, and just
God. Knowing God is a life-long journey. It is not an easy journey—as Israel’s journey
through the wilderness, for example, shows, or Paul’s ministry in the book of Acts.
However, God has promised to be with us through the journey: “My Presence will go
with you, and I will give you rest” (Ex. 33:14), and “Surely I am with you always, to
the very end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

Whether you travel on your own or with other fellow travelers, Bible Overview is

a tool to help you in your journey through the Bible. If you are teaching the Bible,
Bible Overview is a fully reproducible book that you can share with those traveling
alongside you.

Traveling through the Bible is similar to visiting a foreign, exotic country. Many things
are familiar, while many others seem too strange for us to understand them. However,
the experience leaves us transformed. Reading the Bible is a transformative experience.
Gradually, the Holy Spirit renews our inner beings so we mature and grow in grace
before God and other people. Sometimes on this journey we will face opposition and
setbacks. Don’t be discouraged; remember and be “confident of this, that he who
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 1:6).
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How Bible Overview Will Help You

Bible Overview provides you with the background of each biblical book, so you can
become acquainted with the lands and the cultures in the Bible. It's the who, what,
where, and when of each book.

We also explore the purpose of the biblical book. This section is similar to a
compass that helps you navigate a trek through the mountains. It does not show
the final destination, but it helps you get there.

The outline of each book gives you a way to travel through the book, so you can
enjoy the richness and beauty of the Scriptures.

Knowing the major themes in each biblical book will also help you grasp the main
message of each book. Keeping in mind the main message of the book will help
you stay on the path as you travel.

Recognizing the key people in the books of the Bible—particularly in the narrative
books—helps us follow the story line. When we can follow the plot of the story, we
begin to discern the way God interacts with people and nations. As you read the
Bible, focus on the main characters. Humbly learn from their shortcomings, and
gratefully recognize the wonderful things that God did in and through them.

Key verses are nuggets of truth in each book that sum up the message of the book,
contain important prophecies and words of Jesus, and help us focus our attention
squarely on who God is and what he has promised.

The section Being God'’s People is a reminder that one of the main functions of
the Bible is to provide an identity to God’s people. It helps us know who we are
in Christ: a new creation, God’s holy nation, and a royal priesthood (2 Cor. 5:17;
1 Peter 2:9). It helps us know about God’s intense love for his creation, his
compassion, and his merciful plan of salvation.

Finally, recognizing that Jesus is the center and star of God’s revelation, Bible
Overview shows the way Jesus is present in each book of the Bible. Like the
northern star that has guided sailors for hundreds of years, the light of Jesus
guides us so we can understand God’s plan of salvation.
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How We Got the Bible

To begin this journey, knowing a few important facts about the Bible will give us the
proper starting point.

1. God inspired the whole Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21).

2. The Bible is made up of 66 different books that were written over 1,000 years, by
more than 40 individuals. The Old Testament has 39 books, and the New Testament
has 27 books. The Hebrew Bible has the same text as the English Bible’s Old
Testament. However, the Hebrew Bible has different divisions and arrangements

of the books.

3. The Old Testament was written mainly in Hebrew, with some Aramaic. The New
Testament was written in a dialect of ancient Greek that merchants and travelers used.

4. The books of the Bible were collected and arranged and recognized as inspired
sacred authority by councils of rabbis and councils of church leaders based on

careful guidelines.

5. Before the printing press was invented, the Bible was copied by hand. The Bible was
copied very accurately, in many cases by special scribes who developed intricate
methods of counting words and letters to ensure that no errors had been made.

6. The Bible was the first book ever printed on the printing press with moveable type
(Gutenberg Press, 1455, Latin Bible).

7. There is much evidence that the Bible we have today is remarkably true to the
original writings. Of the thousands of copies made by hand before the year 1500,
more than 5,900 Greek manuscripts from the New Testament alone still exist today.
The text of the Bible is better preserved than the writings of Plato or Aristotle.

8. The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls confirmed the astonishing reliability of some
of the copies of the Old Testament made over the years. Although some spelling
variations exist, no variation affects basic Bible doctrines.

9. As the Bible was carried to other countries, it was translated into the common
language of the people by scholars who wanted others to know God’s Word.
By AD 200, the Bible was translated into seven languages; by 500, 13 languages;
by 900, 17 languages; by 1400, 28 languages; by 1800, 57 languages; by 1900, 537
languages; by 1980, 1,100 languages; by 2006, 2,426 languages have some portions
of the Scripture. Today there are still 2,000 people groups with no Bible in their
own language. (Source: The World Christian Encyclopedia; Wycliffe, International.)
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Reasons to Study the Bible

To know God. God created the heaven and the earth and everyone in it (Gen. 1-3).
To know God is to have eternal life (John 17:3).

To enjoy and love God. Meditate on God'’s character, principles, and promises.
Rejoice in his love, care, and forgiveness (Ps. 119:12-18, 160-162; 1 Tim. 6:17).

To know God’s Word. The Scriptures were inspired by God. They teach us the truth
and show us what is wrong in our lives. They straighten us out (2 Tim. 3:16).

To understand the Word. Jesus is called the Word because he is the ultimate
communication from God. He existed from the beginning with God, he is God, and he

created everything. He said that those who have seen him have seen the Father
(John 1:1-3; 10:30; 12:44, 45; 14:7-9).

To learn direction in life. The Bible shows us what to do (Ps. 119:11).
To find comfort and hope. The Scriptures give us encouragement (Rom. 15:4).

To let God expose our innermost thoughts and desires. God’s Word helps us see

ourselves as we really are and convicts us of sin so that we repent and change
(Heb. 4:12-16).

To become pure and holy. Jesus prayed this for all believers that they would be set
apart for God and his holy purposes (John 17:17-23).

To obey the Great Commandment. The more we know God, the more we can love
him. The Great Commandment is to love God with all of our being and our neighbor

as ourselves (Mark 12:29-31). And Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one
another (John 13:34-35).
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How to Study the Bible

Plan a study time. Decide on a quiet time and place to study God’s Word and make
it a daily habit, like eating. Some people get up early to spend time with God. Others
study during the day or evening.

Pray. Ask God to help you understand his Word. Pray using your own words or
something like this: “Lord, thank you for the Bible so that we will know who you are
and what you want for our lives. Please help me understand it and do what you want
me to do.”

Read and re-read It. The Bible is the most important letter you can ever receive—

a message from the God of the universe who made you, loves you, and wants to
communicate with you. Open your “love letter” every day. Re-read each chapter and
verse several times.

Know the author. Read Genesis to learn about God who created the world. All
Scripture is inspired by God. God actually visited earth in the form of man—the man
Christ Jesus. Jesus said, “I and my Father are one.” Read the Gospel of John to learn
about God’s plan for you.

Take notes. Write notes about what you read. Use a specific notebook or “spiritual
journal” especially for Bible study. You might want to underline key verses or write
notes in the margin of your Bible.

Make the Bible your authority. Accept and believe that what the Bible says is true.
You may not understand everything in the Bible, but obey and apply what you do
understand.

Find a group. “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another” (Prov. 27:17).
God gave his Word to his people. When you share what you are learning with other
tfellow believers, God will do amazing things. It will also help you to be accountable
to someone.
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Basic Principles of Bible Study

Look for God’s over-all plan. The Old Testament reveals God’s loving plan of
salvation, from creation to prophecies of the future Messiah (the Savior). The New
Testament reveals God’s salvation of sinful humanity by the suffering, death, and
resurrection of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, and reveals the everlasting kingdom of God.

Find the background of the books. Find out who wrote the books, the reason for
writing, and the themes of the books. Ask “Who, What, Where, When, Why, and
How?” Usually this information is in the first chapter or in the introduction of the
book.

Read verses in context. Read the surrounding chapters and the verses before and
after the verse you are studying. Get the whole picture. Don’t study verses out of
context. Look at the outline of the book.

Get the whole message of God’s Word. Take the whole Bible as God’s Word. Don’t
just concentrate on one verse or one idea. See if the teaching is explained more fully in
other parts of the Bible. If you are using a study Bible, look at the small cross references
in your Bible to help you find other verses on the same subject.

Discover the intended meaning. As you read the Bible, look for the author’s
intended meaning. What did the author want to say? What did it mean in that culture?
What does it mean now? What are the main ideas? If you have questions, write them
down, pray for insight, and discuss your ideas with others.

Learn the history and geography. Use a time line to learn about the history of the
Bible. Use maps to learn about the geography of where the events took place.

Pay attention to figurative language. Figures of speech are word pictures that

help us understand a truth. “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path”

(Ps. 119:105) is a metaphor that helps us picture the Bible enlightening our minds and
actions and giving us direction. “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul
pants for you, my God” (Ps. 42:1) is a simile that compares ideas with the words “like”
or “as.” Similes occur over 175 times in the Psalms. Jesus used personification when he
said if the people did not declare the mighty works they had seen God do, the stones
would cry out in praise (Luke 19:40). Hyperbole (exaggeration) is found in Matthew
5:29-30 when Jesus speaks of eyes and hands causing one to stumble.

Know the forms of literature. The Bible contains various forms of literature: history,
narrative, poetry and wisdom, prophecy, parables and letters. Recognizing each form
will help you interpret the meaning. For example, parables explain a spiritual truth

by means of a story or analogy. The parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15 does not
refer to a specific historical person, but teaches that God is a loving father who joyfully
welcomes back prodigal or rebellious children who later repent and return to him.
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Reading the Old Testament

Reading the Old Testament can be an intimidating activity. However, making the effort
to read and understand the Old Testament produces great fruit in our lives. In the
many stories, poems, prophecies, songs, prayers, wisdom, and instructions of the Old
Testament, we see the way God relates to humanity, both his people in particular and
the nations in general.

Here are some things to keep in mind when reading the Old Testament:

1. The Old Testament is as much the Word of God as the New Testament.
Though the Old Testament was compiled over hundreds of years and written by
many different authors, it all originated with God. It is his Word to his people. The
apostle Peter reminds believers, “We also have the prophetic message as something
completely reliable.... No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit” (2 Peter 1:19-21).

2. The Old Testament helps us understand the New Testament. The Old Testament
deals with events and teachings hundreds—and even thousands—of years before
Jesus was born. All of those events and teachings give us the background to all that
happened when Jesus was born and during his life. For example, understanding
the Old Testament sacrifices sheds light on what Jesus” sacrifice on the cross means.
Knowing about the Old Testament prophecies of a coming Messiah helps us see
how Jesus is that Messiah (the “Christ”) who fulfills God’s promises given long
ago. The Old Testament laws, customs, and religious traditions help us make sense
of Jesus’ interactions with the Jewish religious leaders of his day.

3. God’s grace for humanity is seen throughout the Old Testament. As we
read the Old Testament, we begin to understand the gracious and powerful
God who created all things. We also understand the need for God’s grace as we
contemplate human folly and sin. Because of God’s grace, rather than destroying
humanity, God planned to save us. We see this plan unfold in the pages of the Old
Testament. It is not always a straightforward telling of God’s plan. Often, we must
carefully find God’s plan in the stories of people who, just like us today, experience
the goodness of creation, the corruption of a good creation, the terrible distorting
power of sin, and the sad consequences of our separation from God.
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4. Old Testament people and stories serve as examples for believers today.
The apostle Paul tells us that the things that happened to people in the Old
Testament “happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings
for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. So, if you think you are
standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” (1 Cor. 10:11-12). Even the most
faithful people in the Old Testament, like Moses and King David, fell into sin and
were disciplined by God. Yet we see in the Old Testament how God continued to
redeem and restore his people even after terrible sin and tragedy.

5. The Old Testament helps us recognize God’s actions. Although we are not
of the world, Jesus has sent us to the world to be witnesses of his love, grace, and
sacrifice. As long as we are in the world, we must learn to recognize the way God
moves and acts in the world, through people, and sometimes in extraordinary
ways that do not require people. The more we read the Old Testament, the more
we learn to recognize God’s ways in the world.

Geography and Cultural Context

The Old Testament covers the life of a people through a large expanse of space and
time. From the fertile Delta of the Nile in Egypt, through the barren wilderness of the
Sinai peninsula, the rugged terrain of Edom and Moab, to the lands east and west of
the Jordan River, to the wealthy Fertile Crescent of the cities between the two mighty
rivers the Tigris and the Euphrates, the Old Testament unfolds the story of God and
God’s people in wonderful, dramatic, and often sad ways. Through it all, however,
God’s grace shines through, illuminating the plan of the One who would give an
answer to the greatest human problem of sin and death.

Knowing the cultures in and around Israel helps us to more fully grasp the meaning of
the stories and songs of the Old Testament. Many practices in the Old Testament seem
very strange to us. Some of them are beyond our understanding. (For example, the
prohibition to eat pork continues to puzzle scholars.) However, many other practices
we can understand by looking at the historical and social world of the Old Testament.
An important example of this is the concept of royalty and covenants.

The ancient world was very familiar with the concept of royalty. In our day, we have
lost the sense of what it was like to have a king. We do not fully understand how
difficult it was for people to relate to someone so lofty. “Regular” people did not have
contact with royalty. A covenant was often the only way to relate to royalty. There
were two main kinds of covenants for that purpose: conditional and unconditional
covenants.

In conditional covenants, the king claimed complete authority over his subject. In
return, the king pledged to offer protection and provision on condition of the
subject’s loyalty. The subject, on the other hand, pledged loyalty and service to the
king, and expected in return the king’s protection and favor.
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Then there are the unconditional covenants. In these, the king pledged a royal
tavor on behalf of a subject, perhaps to reward a special service to the king. The
favor could take different forms; a common form was a royal grant of land.

One of the main metaphors used in the Bible to speak about God is that of the king.
God is the Great King, the King of kings. He chose to relate to humans in terms that
we could understand. The concept of kingship is an important metaphor to
understand our relationship with our Creator.

In the Old Testament we see both kinds of covenants between God the King and

his people. For example, the covenant God revealed to Moses on Mount Sinai was
conditional. In this covenant, God promised to make Israel his people and he expected
Israel to obey and keep the covenant (Ex. 19:5-6). God’s covenant with David however
was unconditional. God promised to preserve David’s descendants upon the throne

of Israel (2 Sam. 7:11)—a promise that found its fulfillment in the Messiah Jesus, a
descendant of David.

Books of the Old Testament

The Old Testament is made up of thirty-nine books, divided into four main sections.

Pentateuch Historical Books Poetry & Prophetic Books
Wisdom Books
Genesis Joshua Job Major Prophets: Minor Prophets:
Exodus Judges Psalms Isaiah Hosea
Leviticus Ruth Proverbs Jeremiah Joel
Numbers 1 Samuel Ecclesiastes Lamentations Amos
Deuteronomy 2 Samuel Song of Songs Ezekiel Obadiah
1 Kings Daniel ﬁ)‘nah
. icah
2 Kings Nahum
1 Chronicles Habakkuk
2 Chronicles Zephaniah
Ezra Haggai
Nehemiah Zechariah
Esther Malachi
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PENTATEUCH

GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE

What Is the Pentateuch?

The Pentateuch refers to the first five books of the Bible. The word Pentateuch comes
from a Greek word that means “five vessels or scrolls.” In Hebrew, this section is known
as Torah. Commonly translated as “law,” torah is better translated as “instruction.”

This way, the Torah is not limited to legal sections, but it includes everything in the
Pentateuch: genealogies, stories, laws, discourses, and songs.

On one level, the Pentateuch is a collection of books. On a deeper level, the Pentateuch
is God’s gracious provision for his people. It provides an identity for God’s people. It
provides the answers to the questions, what does it mean to be God’s people, and how
can we be God’s people? The Pentateuch is God’s instructions for a nation learning to
be God’s people while living in the world.

Pentateuch
For this reason, the Pentateuch lays the basis for the rest of the Bible. It .
explains the origin of the universe, of the nations, and of God’s people. Genesis
It explains the need for God’s direct intervention in human history— Exodus

human sin. The stories show how God acts in the lives of his people. Leviticus
Numbers

Who Wrote the Pentateuch? Deuteronomy

This is a difficult question. Some scholars argue that Moses wrote the whole of the
Pentateuch, and they offer good arguments in favor. Other scholars argue that the
collection of books underwent a long writing process, which ended centuries after
Moses’ life. Still others will grant that Moses wrote a portion of the material. Scholars
still debate how much of that material Moses wrote—and how much was written in
a long process of editing and rearranging of the material.

The two main arguments for recognizing Moses as the author of the Pentateuch are:
We know that God ordered Moses to write (Ex. 17:14; 24:3, 4, 7; 32:7-10, 30-34;
34:27; Lev. 26:46; 27:34; Deut. 31:9, 24, 25).

The Old and New Testaments recognize the Pentateuch as “Moses” Law” (Josh.
8:31, 32; 1 Kings 2:3; Jer. 7:22; Ezra 6:18; Neh. 8:1; Mal. 4:4; Matt. 22:24; Acts 15:21).

However, even supporting Moses as the author, many scholars still recognize that
Moses did not write everything in the Pentateuch.
Moses probably didn’t write about his own death (Deut. 34).

Other passages that use names for cities that don't fit the times (Gen. 11:31; 14:14) or
that talk about Moses” humility (Num. 12:3) were probably written by a later author.
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The text itself names ancient sources that were used in the books of the Pentateuch: The
Book of the Wars of the Lord (Num. 21:14) and the Book of the Covenant (Ex. 24:7).

Other scholars have taken the idea of ancient sources beyond those two mentioned in
the text itself. Although earlier scholars took their critical views too far and with little
support, many scholars today continue to see an important history of composition of
the books. Despite of how we think the collection was written, the Pentateuch is the
Word of God and lays the theological groundwork for the rest of the Scriptures.

Characteristics of the Pentateuch

Literature: Most of the Pentateuch is prose narrative of a high literary quality. That
means that besides being divinely inspired books which teach us truths about God
and the world he created, the books of the Pentateuch are also beautiful writings. The
Pentateuch has two main kinds of literature: stories and laws. The laws—Exodus 20,
for example—are framed with stories. The stories help us make sense of the laws,
and the laws give boundaries to our lives so we can be God’s separate people. This
way, we come to understand that the Pentateuch is not about Moses; it is not a Moses
biography. Rather, the Pentateuch is about God and God’s people.

Main Characters:

God: God is the Pentateuch’s main interest. The Pentateuch does not tell us all or
most of what there is to know about God. Rather, the importance of everything
that happens depends on how it relates to God: God caused or allowed it, it
reveals something about God’s character—his goodness, holiness, justice, love,
compassion—or it helps us understand how God works in and through history.

Abraham: God’s calling of Abraham shows God’s initiative to rescue humanity from
sin and death. The Pentateuch illustrates the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s
promises to Abraham: Abraham’s descendants were many, through Joseph they
were a blessings to all the nations of the world, and God remained with them.

Israel: God decided to work his plan of salvation in and through Israel, a chosen
people. Israel becomes central in the great drama of salvation.

Moses: Moses was perhaps the most important person in the Old Testament. His
life was bound to the life of God’s people and to God himself. Learning about
Moses means learning about God’s people and about God.

The Promised Land: The Promised Land becomes a character in the Pentateuch and
the whole of Scripture. The land is the concrete representation of God’s promises
to Abraham. The relationship of God’s people with the land becomes a constant
theme in the Pentateuch and beyond.




GENESIS

THE STORY OF BEGINNINGS

. Purpose
Genesis
T o The book of Genesis is a book about beginnings. It narrates
S et the beginning of all things, of the nations, and of God’s
from the Greek word

people, Israel. Genesis spans many hundreds of years—

gignesthai, which means “to more years than any other book of the Bible. These years

be born”or“to be produced.’ encompass the very beginning of the universe to a time

The Hebrew title of the book when Abraham’s descendants flee to Egypt escaping a

is bereshit, the first word of famine around the 1800s BC. Genesis tells us about the good
the book that is translated as beginning of creation, the beginning of all human problems,
“in the beginning.” and the beginning of God’s solution to those problems.

| 2100 8¢ |2000 BC | 1900 8¢ 1800 B(l

Abraham to the Sojourn in Egypt >

epen i heeh wabit toghe bomtgyere I T Joseph ¢, 1914-1805
Abraham c. 2166-1991 o Joseph becomes and official
o Abrahamic Covenant in Egypt c. 1884
Ishmael c. 2080-1943 o Jacob and his family
Isaac c. 2066-1886 move to Egypt c. 1876

Jacob (Israel) c. 2005-1859
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Outline
Origin of a Nation
1. Origin of the World (1:1-2:3)
a. Seven days of creation The book of Genesis is most
naturally divided by the
2. Origin of the Nations—These are the generations of: repetition of the Hebrew
a. The heavens and the earth (2:4-4:26) expression elleh toledot,
m Adam and Eve, and the fall which means, “these are the
m Cain and Abel generations” (sometimes

b. Adam (5:1-6:8)

m Genealogy from Adam to Noah
c. Noah (6:9-9:29)

1 The flood and God’s covenant with Noah
d. The sons of Noah (10:1-11:9)

m Tower of Babel

translated as “begat”). The
word foledot is related to a
word that means “to father,
to give birth.” It refers to the
origin of a family or a nation.

3. Origin of Israel—These are the generations of:
a. Shem (11:10-26)
m Genealogy from Noah'’s son Shem to Abram’s father Terah
b. Terah (11:27-25:11)
m Call of Abram and the covenant with Abram
m Hagar and her son Ishmael

§ Isaac born to Abraham
and Sarah

Ishmael (25:12-18)
m Genealogy of Ishmael
. Isaac (25:19-35:29)
m Isaac’s sons Jacob and Esau

§ Jacob and his wives Leah
and Rachel

. Esau (36:1-37:1)

m Genealogy of Esau
f. Jacob (37:2-50:26)
m Jacob’s twelve sons
1 Joseph in Egypt

m Jacob and his family
move to Egypt

n

o
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Abraham’s Journey from Ur to Canaan
by Jozsef Molnar




GENESIS

Sections Themes
of Genesis
Origin of the World 1 Creation 1 God
(1:1-2:3) m Sovereignty ® Human beings

1 Humans as God's image
® Human responsibility

Origin of the Nations 1 Human failure and sin 1 Adam and Eve
(2:4-11:9) 1 Death 1 The Serpent

1 Sin and punishment 1 Cain and Abel

» Promise and grace m Noah
Origin of Israel » Covenant m Abraham and Sarah
(11:10-50:26) 1 God' plans of redemption » Hagar

1 God's people m Lot

1 God’s work through a family 1 Isaac and Rebekah

1 God’s work through the nations m Jacob, Rachel, Leah, Bilhah, Zilpah
m Jacob’s 12 sons

m Tamar

 Potiphar

In Genesis we see that:

God is the creator of all things, the world, the nations, and Israel. Creation begins a
story of relationships. God wants to relate to his creation, especially to humans.

Although God created all things good and was pleased with them, humans abused
their freedom and, because of sin, broke their relationship with God, with each
other, and with nature.

However, God’s grace extended to humanity. Instead of leaving them in their
rebellion and corruption, God promised to act directly to solve the human
predicament. He announced the coming of the One who would crush the head of
the deceiving serpent (Gen. 3:15). On the cross, Jesus crushed Satan’s head.

God began his plan of restoration by choosing the family of Abraham to start over.
God made a covenant with Abraham. God relates, guides, rescues, and provides
for the family he has chosen.

Background

Author: Although the book of Genesis does not name its author, Jewish and Christian
tradition has accepted the author of Genesis (and the other four books of the
Pentateuch) to be Moses.

Date: Moses would have written Genesis (and the rest of the Pentateuch) between
1446 BC (a possible date of the exodus) and 1406 BC (the date of Moses’ death).
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Setting: In chapter 12, God calls Abraham to leave his hometown of Ur to travel to the
land of Canaan, the Promised Land. The city of Ur, located in southern Iraq, was an
important cultural center in the second millennium (2000s) BC. Archaeological remains
attest to the glory and importance of the city. Among the documents, many names
were found that resemble the names of Abraham’s family. As with many cities of the
ancient world, Ur was a center for many deities including the main god of the city, the
moon god Sin.

The land of Canaan was surrounded by powerful kingdoms: the Mesopotamian
kingdoms—Assyria and Babylonia—to the north, and Egypt to the south. The book of
Genesis ends with Abraham’s descendants no longer living in Canaan, but in northern
Egypt in the land of Goshen.

God tells Abram to go to Canaan.
k| Abram travels from his home in Ur
in Sumer to Canaan, the Promised
Land. God promises to give the j
land to Abram’s descendants 3
(Gen. 11:31-12:7).

S
d‘o \
—_— Abram’s Journey T
from Ur to Canaan {; inevel

@ From Ur to Haran (Gen. 11:31)
@ From Haran to Shechem
(Gen. 12:1-6)

Great Sea
(Mediterranean Sea) >

RAM
(SYRIA)

Jerusalem
Hebron

Arabian o
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Key Verses

And 1 will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel —Gen. 3:15

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land 1 will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless
you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
—Gen. 12:1




GENESIS

ABRAM and SARAI
To Canaan (Gen. 12)
The Land Promised (Gen. 15)

Hagar (Egyptian handmaiden) —|

ABRAHAM

and SARAH ISHMAEL

Cast out (Gen. 21)

I
Father of Arabs (Gen. 25)

Renamed

Mount Moriah
(Gen. 22)

Married Rebekah |

ESAU

I
Fled to Haran Father of Edomites (Gen. 36)

Married Leah

Married Rachel '

. . 1-REUBEN
Bilhah (handmaiden) Zilpah (handmaiden) 2-SIMEON
3-LEVI
5-DAN 4-JUDAH
6-NAPHTALI 7-GAD
8-ASHER
11-JOSEPH 9-ISSACHAR
—Married Asenath 10-ZEBULUN
I I Jacob
MANASSEH renamed
EPHRAIM ISRAEL
12-BENJAMIN
Joseph sold into
slavery inI Egypt
Pharaoh gave Joseph
power over Egypt
I

Moved to Egypt

The Royal Standard of Ur
The Bible mentions Ur as
Abraham’s home (Gen. 11).
Archaeological exploration
has shown Ur as a powerful
cultural center in the time
of Abraham (2100s Bc). The
Royal Standard of Ur (shown
here) was discovered in an
ancient cemetery in modern
Iraq, south of Baghdad.
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Being God'’s People

Then: In Genesis, God reveals himself as the Creator and King, who loves his creation.
He plans to redeem humanity through a person and a family, so all the nations, and
creation itself, will be blessed. God chose Abraham and his descendants to be blessed
and to be a blessing to others. Even though each person—like Isaac, Rebekah, Judah,
an even Joseph—had their shortcomings, God still used them to fulfill his promises.

Now: God is on a mission to redeem his creation. As he called people in ancient times
to be part of that mission, he continues to call believers today. Hebrews 11:8 tells us
that “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.” As
in Old Testament times, it still takes faith for us today to let God to lead us where he
wants us to go—especially when, like Abraham, we don’t know what lies ahead.

Jesus in Genesis

As a book of origins, Genesis shows the origin of humanity’s greatest predicament:
sin. It also shows that God’s mercy promised his own solution to this quandary: “And
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Gen. 3:15). In addition, God
promised Abraham, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through
you” (Gen. 12:2-3). All of these promises point to God'’s final and perfect solution for
humanity’s fallen state: Jesus, God’s own Son.

Nuzi Tablets

Excavations of the ancient
city of Nuzi, located
southwest of Kirkuk near the
Tigris River, revealed over
5,000 baked clay tablets. The
tablets contain official
documents and letters
exchanged between Assyrian
kings and Egyptian pharaohs.
They reveal many previously
unknown customs that agree
with the biblical portrayal of
the patriarchs. The tablet
shown here is from a royal
archive and lists the workers
on the royal estate and the
rations they were given.

©Kim Walton/Walton Image Supply




EXODUS

FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM

Moses’ Name

The Hebrew name Moses
sounds like the Hebrew verb
for“to draw out.”Pharaoh’s
daughter named the child
Moses because “l drew him out
of the water” (Ex. 2:10). But the
name Moses has an Egyptian
meaning as well. It is found

in many Egyptian names: Ra-
messes, Thut-mose, Ah-mose.
The first part of each name is
related to an Egyptian deity
(Ra, Thut, Ah). The second part
of the names (messes/mose)
means “boy” or “son.” Moses can
be an Egyptian name meaning
boy, son, or child.

~“
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Isrdel in L—'gypt by Edward Pg)ynfer
Purpose

Israel is the story of God rescuing his people from slavery
and forming them into a nation. While Genesis deals with
the beginnings of all things, the book of Exodus focuses
more on the origin of God’s people. He gives Moses the
Law, but this Law is more than just a series of rules of
behavior. God’s instructions to Israel shape the nation and
give boundaries for the safety of the people. It shows Israel
what it means to be God’s people in the midst of other
nations.

In addition, the book connects creation with redemption. In
the exodus itself—the redeeming or liberation of Israel from
Egypt—God creates a new people, his people. The first five
books of the Bible, the Pentateuch, which in the Hebrew
Bible is considered the Torah, has the purpose of instructing
Israel on what it means to be God’s people in the midst of
other nations.

DA e b
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— 22

Outline

1. lIsrael in Egypt: God Frees His People (1:1-15:21).
a. lIsrael is enslaved in Egypt.
b. God calls Moses through a burning bush.
c. The ten plagues upon Egypt and the first

Passover.

d. The exodus and the parting of the Red Sea.

2. Israel on the Way Toward Sinai: God Travels with
His People (15:22-18:27).
a. God provides manna and quail, and water

from a rock.

3. Israel at Sinai: God Instructs and Organizes His
People (19:1-40:38).
a. Moses meets with God on Mount Sinai.
b. The Ten Commandments.
¢. Instructions for the tabernacle.
d. The people worship the golden calf.
e. Moses and the people build the tabernacle.

Background

The Code of
Hammurapi

This black stele
inscribed with about
300 laws claims to
have been written by
Babylonian King
Hammurapi around
1750 BC. Many of the
laws inscribed on the
stone resemble the
style and, to some
extent, the content of
Moses’ laws in the
Pentateuch. For
example, the law of
“an eye for an eye”is
found in the Code of
Hammurapi and in
Exodus 21:24.

Author: Although the book of Exodus does not name its author, Jewish and
Christian tradition has accepted the author of Exodus (and the other four books of
the Pentateuch) to be Moses.

Clash of the Gods

In Egypt, pharaohs were
considered to be divine
beings. When Moses came to
Pharaoh to ask for the release
of God’s people, God and a
false god, Pharaoh, clashed
in a battle of wills and power.
God showed his supremacy
through the plagues. One
way to understand the
plagues is that they were
direct attacks against the
false gods of Egypt. God
showed himself as victorious.

Date: Moses would have written Exodus (and the rest of the
Pentateuch) between 1446 BC (a possible date of the exodus)
and 1406 BC (the date of Moses’” death).

Setting: There are two main settings in the book of Exodus:
Egypt and the wilderness.

To escape famine, Jacob’s children had settled in northern
Egypt, in Goshen (Gen. 47:5-6). The Israelites lived in
Egypt in a time of Egyptian prosperity and political power.
However, later generations became slaves to the Egyptian
pharaohs (Ex. 1).

After the Israelites left Egypt in the event known as the
exodus, they traveled in the wilderness on their way to Sinai.
Traditionally, many people believe that Mount Sinai is found
the southern part of the peninsula. However, some scholars
believe that the mountain might be found in the northern
part or, even, outside of the peninsula (one possible location
for ancient Median).



Sections

of Exodus

Themes

Exobus

Events

(15:22-18:27)

Israel in 1 God is redeemer 1 Egypt oppressed Israel and became God’s enemy.
Egypt: and rescuer. 1 God heard Israel’s cries and remembered his commitment to
God Frees God is the Abraham.
His People supreme King. 1 Moses, a child of slaves, was threatened to be killed along
(1:1-15:21) God has control with many other children. However, God rescued him.
over his creation. | ®1God called and sent Moses to free his people from Egypt.
1 The exodus: God, through Moses, confronted Pharaoh in a
struggle for the future of Israel. After ten terrible plagues,
Pharaoh relented and freed Israel.
1 The day of redemption was celebrated and commemorated
in the Feast of Passover.
1 God saved Israel from Pharaoh’s army through one more
spectacular miracle—the parting of the Red Sea.
Israel on the God is provider. 1 God led Israel through the wilderness of Zin toward his holy
Way toward mountain at Sinai.
Sinai: God 1 God provided for the people’s needs during the journey in
Travels with the wilderness.
His People n Israel grumbled against Moses and God.

1 God brought Israel to the meet with him at Sinai.

Israel at Sinai: | m God is king. 1 On Mount Sinai, God instructed Moses on God's law for Israel.
God # God is just and These laws would teach Israel how to become God'’s holy nation.
Instructs and merciful. B The people grew restless at Moses’ delay on the mountain. They
Organizes God is with his built for themselves a golden calf to worship. God punished
His People people. them. However, because Moses interceded for them, God did not
(19:1-40:38) God wants to destroy them.
relate personally 1 God ordered Moses to build a special dwelling, the tabernacle.
to his people. God's presence would travel with the people to the place he
promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
1 God equipped the Israelites to carry on the building of the
tabernacle.
1 Once the tabernacle was completed, God’s presence descended
to dwell in it.
1600 B¢ |1500 BC |1400 BC |1300 BC
Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy
Exodus Joshua Judges >
P  The Sojourn in Egypt Moses, Exodus & Wilderness Conquest Eraof Judges D

Slavery in Egypt (dates uncertain)

e Joshua leads the Israelites into Canaan

Aaron c. 1529-1407
Moses c. 1526-1406

o The Exodus c. 1446
@ Joshua leads the Israelites into Canaan
Wilderness Wanderings
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Key People

Moses — He was born to a Hebrew slave family but rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter.
Having grown up in the Egyptian royal court, Moses had inside knowledge of the
royal court and the political subtleties of the time. As an educated Egyptian, Moses
knew the religion, traditions, and political practices in Egypt. But when he fled Egypt
after killing an Egyptian overseer, he became a shepherd in Midian. He was 80 years
old when God called him to face an imposing Pharaoh.

Aaron - He was Moses’ and Miriam’s brother and the first high priest of Israel. God
assigned Aaron to be Moses’ assistant. Despite his closeness to God and Moses, Aaron
committed a terrible sin when he agreed to build an idol—the golden calf—for Israel.

Pharaoh - Following the traditional dating of the exodus as 1446 BC (the “high” date),
the Egyptian Pharaoh reigning during the times of oppression was Thutmose III and
later his son Amenhotep II during the exodus. Thutmose III expanded the Egyptian




Exobus

empire as never before to the north, east, and south (possibly as far as Kenya today),
then Amenhotep II consolidated the empire through massive building projects in
Egypt. Some Bible scholars date the exodus much later, around 1290 BC (the “low”
date), putting it during the reign of Pharaoh Ramesses II, one of the most powerful
pharaohs of Egypt’s New Kingdom period.

Miriam - She was Moses” and Aaron’s sister and also a prophetess. She interceded on
behalf of her infant brother Moses when Pharaoh’s daughter found him in the Nile
River. She also led the Israelite women in a song of praise after crossing the Red Sea.

Key Verses

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM
has sent me to you.””—Ex. 3:14

“"You yourselves have seen what 1 did to Eqypt, and how I carried you on eagles” wings and
brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations
you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”
—FEx. 19:4-6

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Eqypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall
have no other gods before me.”—Ex. 20:2-3

Being God’s People

Then: In Exodus, God called his people to be a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
(Ex. 19:6). But he did not leave them to do this on their own. Instead he was with them,
equipping and instructing them how to achieve this. God’s presence dwelled in the
tabernacle in the midst of the camp. The tabernacle was a visual reminder that God
was among them. For Israel, being God’s people was more than just following rules.

It was about learning to live as a holy nation with a holy God in their midst.

Now: Jesus promises his followers, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age” (Matt. 28:20). Being followers of Jesus today means learning how to live
with the presence of God within us.

Jesus in Exodus

Moses” ministry as judge, priest, and prophet anticipated Jesus” own ministry

(Heb. 3:1-6). The Passover celebration and sacrifice (Ex. 12) help us understand
Christ’s own sacrifice on the cross on our behalf. In the exodus, God liberated Israel
from the bondage of Pharaoh with great acts of power. Through it, God gave birth to
a new people (Deut. 32:18). Now, God has freed us from the bondage of sin and death
with the greatest act of grace and power: Jesus’ death and resurrection. In Christ, God
has recreated us as a new people (2 Cor. 5:17; 1 Pet. 2:10).




! LEVITICUS

SHAPING A WORSHIPING PEOPLE

Priests in the Courtyard of the Tabernacle by Jerry Allison

- ~ Purpose
Torah

Often translated as “law,” the
Hebrew word torah is better

Leviticus is the heart of the Pentateuch! One of the main
functions of the first five books of the Bible is to give an
identity to God’s people. At the core of this identity lies

translated as “instruction.”In the Leviticus; at the center of the book lies holiness. It is not

Bible, the Torah can refer to the a mere dry and boring rule book. Rather, the wellspring

Ten Commandments, the Law of of holiness is the living God, the God of Abraham, Isaac,

Moses (Exodus and Leviticus), or and Jacob; the God who defeated Egypt and divided the

to the whole Pentateuch—the waters; the God whose presence dwells in the tabernacle.

first five books of the Bible. Leviticus teaches God’s people how to safely live in the
presence of a holy God.

— 26




LEVITICUS

Outline

1. Instructions about Sacrifices (1-7)
a. Various offerings: the burnt, grain, fellowship, sin, and guilt offerings

2. Instructions about Priests (8-10)
a. Aaron and his sons (8)
b. The priests present offerings (9-10)

3. Instructions about Ritual Purity (11-15)
a. Clean and unclean foods (11)
b. Purity laws (12-15)

4. Instructions about the Day of Atonement (16)

5. Instructions for Holy Living (17-27)

a. Animal sacrifices (17)

b. Sexual relations (18)

¢. Punishment for sins (19-20)

d. Priestly requirements (21-22)

e. Sabbath, feasts, and the Year of Jubilee (23-25)

f. God’s favor and the consequences of disobedience (26-27)
Background

Author: Although the book of Leviticus does not name its author, Jewish and
Christian tradition has accepted the author of Leviticus (and the other four books of
the Pentateuch) to be Moses.

Date: Moses would have written Leviticus (and the rest of the Pentateuch) between
1446 BC (a possible date of the exodus) and 1406 BC (the date of Moses” death).

1600 8¢ |1500 BC |1400 BC |1300 BC

Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy

Exodus ' Joshua Judges
P  The Sojourn in Egypt Moses, Exodus & Wilderness Conquest Era of Judges
Slavery in Egypt (dates uncertain) e Joshua leads the Israelites into Canaan

Aaron c. 1529-1407

Moses c. 1526-1406
o The Exodus c. 1446
o Ten Commandments and other laws given; tabernacle built
Wilderness Wanderings
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Setting: Leviticus takes place within the two years that Israel spent camped at the
foot of Mount Sinai. In Hebrew, the first word in Leviticus (which is translated “and
he called”) connects the narrative of Leviticus with the narrative of Exodus. That is,
Leviticus continues the story of Israel receiving God’s instructions at Sinai. The main
difference between the instructions in Exodus and Leviticus is that in Exodus, God
speaks from the mountain, whereas in Leviticus God speaks from the tabernacle.

Themes

Reading the book of Leviticus can be intimidating. It may seem to be a barren list of
rules that couldn’t possibly be useful for people nowadays. Yet the book of Leviticus
can be a wonderful spiritual adventure. By looking at the themes in the book, we can
gain insight into the value of Leviticus for us today.

Sacrifices and God'’s Grace. Sacrifices were God’s merciful provision for Israel so
the people could dwell with a holy God. Sacrifices today are not necessary because
Jesus’ sacrifice was perfect and sufficient. However, the truths about our need for
sacrifices remains. Leviticus helps us understand the meaning and importance of
Jesus’ sacrifice. In the Old Testament, the shedding and use of animal blood for the
purifying and atoning rituals was a reminder for the worshiper that a life had been
taken: the cost of sin is high indeed. The sacrifice of an animal allowed the Israelites
to dwell alongside God as his presence dwelt in the tabernacle.

Leviticus

The English name of the book
is derived from the name in
the Greek Old Testament,
leyiticon, meaning “things
concerning the Levites.”

The name is somewhat
misleading because Leviticus
was not meant to be only for
Levites. Rather, it is a book

of great importance to all of
God's people. The Hebrew
name vayyiqra’ meaning
“and he called. . ."follows the
tradition of naming books by
the first word in them.

Priests. Priests were intermediaries. At different moments
and in different ways during their ministries, priests stood
in the gap that separates God and humans. Their holiness
did not come from their actions or position; rather, their
holiness depended on their nearness to the tabernacle, to
God’s presence. As representatives of the people, the priests
were held to rigorous moral, ritual, and purity standards.

Purity. Purity was necessary as people lived around the
tabernacle. God’s presence rejected the ritually impure.
Purification rites were God’s provision for the people to be
able to approach his presence. Today, the blood that Christ
shed on the cross purifies us and makes us fit to approach
God’s presence. Instead of ritual purity, today we are called
to godliness (2 Peter 1:3-8).

The Day of Atonement. This feast was the climax of the
liturgical calendar. In it, the high priest made atonement
for sin in the tabernacle. Atonement is God’s way to bring
reconciliation and restoration to the problem of human sin
and its effects. The high priest would take two animals.
He would pray on one, lay the guilt of the whole nation
on it, and send it out of the camp into the desert. Then, he



would sacrifice the second animal and bring its blood into the most holy place in the
tabernacle to offer it to God. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross bore our guilt and fully paid

the price for human sin. No other sacrifice is necessary.

Holy Living. A holy life is not one filled with dread and

mired in guilt. Rather, it is a hopeful, joyful, and satisfied way

of living; a life lived according to God’s original plans. The
many rules (laws and ordinances) are boundaries that guide
us during our lives. Although many of these regulations
depended on the sacrificial and purity rituals, which have
become redundant after Christ, the principles on which they
operate continue to be relevant for us today. Whereas the
Israelites could see the presence of God in the tabernacle, we
experience it in a more direct way because God’s presence,
the Holy Spirit, dwells in us.

Key Verses

“I am the LORD, who brought you up out of Eqypt to be your God,;

therefore be holy, because I am holy. —Lev. 11:45

“Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will
live by them. I am the LORD.” —Lev. 18:5

The Torah (Pentateuch)
Book Focus
Genesis 1 Origins of the world

a Origins of the nations
1 Origins of God's people

LEVITICUS

Atonement

The invention of the English
word atonement has been
attributed to William Tyndale,
the sixteenth-century English
Bible translator, to express
what Jesus accomplished on
the cross: the cancellation of
sins and reconciliation of God
with humanity. The word has
two parts: “at” and “onement.”
Atonement, then, is God’s way
to bring reconciliation and
restoration to the problem of
human sin and its effects.

Exodus m Focus on God's people and their origin as a nation
§ Focus on organizing the Israelites to become God'’s people

Leviticus
1 The heart of Torah (the Pentateuch) is holiness

m Equipping the people to become God’s holy nation

Numbers 1 Organization of God’s people as God's army
1 On the way to reclaim the Promised Land
m Death of the old generation

m Birth of the new generation

Deuteronomy 1 God’s instructions for a new generation

1 God'’s instructions for a generation at the entrance of the Promised Land
1 Basing the identity of God's people on the covenant
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Being God’s People

Then: The many regulations in Leviticus were a reminder of God’s grace. They
demonstrated God’s grace by giving an unholy people a way to approach their holy
God. These rules existed for the benefit and blessing of the people. God challenged his
people: “Be holy because I am holy” (Lev. 11:44).

Now: Though the purification rites and sacrifices are no longer necessary because

of the perfect cleansing in Jesus” blood and sacrifice on the cross, holiness is still
something believers today should pursue. In the New Testament, Peter quotes
Leviticus when he instructs believers, “... just as he who called you is holy, so be holy
in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:14-16). Being
holy is not a legalistic activity. It's one full of humility, love, and surrender to the work
of the Holy Spirit in our lives. (See also Matt. 5:48; Rom. 8:1-14.)

Jesus in Leviticus

God instructed his people from the tabernacle. The tabernacle, where God’s presence
dwelt, was the place of revelation. In it, God revealed his glory and his will for his
people. Christ is God’s perfect revelation (Heb. 1:1; Col. 1:15). Jesus himself came

to the world as a human to “tabernacle” (dwell) among us (John 1:14) because he is
God. Jesus fulfilled all the requirements of the law (Matt. 5:17), and he was the perfect
sacrifice that makes all other sacrifices unnecessary (Heb. 9:11-28).

The Ark of the Covenant
The ark rested in the Most
Holy Place of the
tabernacle. It was the
place where God met and
talked with Moses. It
contained the stone
tablets with the Ten
Commandments, a jar of
manna, and Aaron’s rod
(Deut. 10:5; Ex. 16:32-34;
Num. 17:10).




NUMBERS

THE DEATH OF THE OLD, THE BIRTH OF THE NEW

Sinai Wilderness

Numbers Purpose

Numbers is a story of rebellion and disobedience.
Yet it is also a story of grace and mercy. Numbers
narrates the years God’s people spent traveling

in the wilderness, depicting them as God’s army
advancing toward the Promised Land. Even when
the people grumbled and rebelled, God’s grace
just population censuses. In Numbers, Israel prevailed. The people were still punished for their

is organized as a marching army, God’s army. rebellion, but God did not destroy them. Rather,
he extended his grace to the coming generation.

The English name of the book comes from
the Greek translation, arithmoi, which
means “numbers.” It is a reference to the two
censuses in the book (chapters 1and 26).
These were military censuses, rather than

| 1600 8¢ |1500 BC |1400 BC |1300 BC

Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy

Exodus ' Joshua Judges >
»  The Sojourn in Egypt Moses, Exodus & Wilderness Conquest EraofJudges D
Slavery in Egypt (dates uncertain) o Joshua leads the Israelites into Canaan

Aaron c. 1529-1407

Moses c. 1526-1406
o The Exodus c. 1446
 Ten Commandments and other laws given; tabernacle built
Wilderness Wanderings
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Outline

1. The End of the Old Generation (1-25)

First census (1-4)

Regulations for purity and offerings (5:1-10:10)

Israelites leave Sinai and grumble (10:11-12:26)

Twelve spies explore Canaan; the people rebel (13-16)

God instructs Moses and Aaron (17-19)

Israelites face challenges: thirst, venomous snakes, hostile nations (20-25)

~Ponow

2. The Birth of the New Generation (26-36)
a. Second census (26)
b. Joshua commissioned to succeed Moses (27)
c. Laws for offerings, feasts, and vows (28-30)
d. Israelites defeat their enemies (31-32)
e. Instructions for when the new generation enters the Promised Land (33-36)
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Background

Author: Although the book of Numbers does not name its author, Jewish and
Christian tradition has accepted the author of Numbers (and the other four books of

the Pentateuch) to be Moses.

Date: Moses would have written Numbers (and the rest of the Pentateuch) between
1446 BC (a possible date of the exodus) and 1406 BC (the date of Moses” death).

Setting: After the people take the first census of military age men, they leave Mount
Sinai and travel toward the Promised Land. They camp in the desert of Paran, south of
Judah in the northern part of the Sinai Peninsula, around Kadesh-barnea. But because
they chose not to trust in God’s promise and enter the land, the Israelites spent the

next forty years wandering in the wilderness.

Key People

Moses — He continued to lead Israel from Sinai to the
Promised Land. Along with the rest of the first generation,
Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised Land.

Aaron - He was Moses’ brother. Despite his own failures in
leadership and sin, God allowed Aaron to continue acting
as Israel’s high priest. During the journey, Aaron died and
was greatly mourned.

Miriam — She was Moses’ sister. Despite Miriam’s
personal rebellion, God forgave her and restored her
to the community. She also died during the wilderness
wanderings.

Joshua - He was one of the twelve spies that Moses sent
into the land. After Moses’” death, Joshua took over Moses’
leadership role and led Israel into the Promised Land.

Caleb - Along with Joshua, Caleb was the other spy who
believed God and encouraged the Israelites to conquer the
land, despite the odds. Caleb and Joshua were the only two
people of the old generation who entered the Promised Land.

Eleazar — He was a son of Aaron who became the next high
priest after Aaron died.

Korah — He led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron. God
severely punished him along with his family.

Balaam — He was a pagan prophet-for-hire who was under
contract to curse Israel. Having been warned by God,
Balaam could only bless Israel.

NUMBERS

The Wilderness

In Numbers, the word
wilderness is very important.
In addition to the literal
meaning (the Israelites had

to cross the wilderness to

get to the Promised Land),

the concept of wilderness

had a symbolic meaning as
well. The wilderness was a
place of danger, of death

and barrenness, of chaos

and darkness. It represented

a life-negating reality that
opposes God’s life-giving will.
The wilderness became a
symbol of God’s absence, of evil
itself. On the other hand, the
wilderness came to represent a
place of transition, a place for
meeting God. The tabernacle,
and its surroundings, with God’s
presence, was a place of life,
hope, order, and light.
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Key Verses

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace—Num. 6:24-26

The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not
leave the gquilty unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the parents to the third
and fourth generation.—Num. 14:18

I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter
will rise out of Israel —Num. 24:17

Being God'’s People

Census

Then: In Exodus, God had promised the Israelites that

i S he would be with them on their way to the Promised

S ngTorcelon 6UTHES Land (Ex. 33:14). In Numbers, we see that despite Israel’s
which would suggest a unfaithfulness and hardness of heart, God remained

general population of over faithful to that promise. His presence remained with Israel,
2million. Such a large and his protection and provision followed them through
population, wandering in the wilderness (for example, Num. 11:21-23, 31-32). Even
the desert for forty years, in the middle of the wilderness, when everything seemed
would require a miracle to chaotic, dark, and hopeless, God’s grace continued to offer
be supported. And that's new possibilities for the future.

precisely what happened.

Now: Traveling through the wilderness of life can often
be a grueling test to our faith, and it’s all too natural

to respond with anger. But journeying through these
difficulties remind us that we must depend on God and
trust that he will be faithful to his promises to us.

God miraculously provided for
the Israelites through their
journey.

Jesus in Numbers

God’s grace extending to a new generation—an important theme in Numbers—is
echoed in the New Testament. Just as Moses had characterized the generation of
Israelites that died in the wilderness as “wicked and adulterous” (Deut. 1:35), Jesus
later characterized his generation using the same words (Matt. 12:39; 16:4). And

just as in Numbers, God’s grace reached out to the following generation. Today,

all believers are the next generation that has been reached by God’s grace in Jesus.
As the Israelites did at the end of the book of Numbers, we stand at the edge of the
Promised Land (Paradise) and await the glorious and triumphant moment when we
will dwell in God’s presence (Rev. 21:3).




DEUTERONOMY

ALREADY, BUT NOT YET
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Purpose

Deuteronomy is a fascinating book that describes God’s
people in a time in between. After forty years of wandering in
the wilderness, they arrived at the Promised Land but hadn’t
entered yet. Deuteronomy mostly consists of the speeches
Moses gave to the second generation on the plains of Moab
before they entered the Promised Land. The first generation,
those who had left Egypt and witnessed God’s mighty acts
of salvation, had died—all except Joshua, Caleb, and Moses.
The second generation had not witnessed first hand God'’s
powerful acts against Egypt, nor his awesome glory revealed
on Mount Sinai. Moses took a long pause to instruct this

new generation about what makes them God’s people and

to challenge them to find their identity and purpose in the
covenant with God. As the people waited at the edge of the
Promised Land, God’s promises were already there to the
reaching hand, but they had not yet been fulfilled.

i ,” o R

Déuteronomy

The name derives from the
Greek name of the book,
deuteronomion, meaning
“second law.” However, the
book is not really a second
law, but rather a repetition
of the Torah. Moses repeated
God's instructions for the
second generation of God’s
people. The Hebrew name of
the book is eleh haddebarim,
“these are the words (or
discourses),”which are the
first two words of the book.
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— 36

Outline

1. A Look Backward (1-3)

a. Summary of the wilderness wanderings

. The Great Discourse (4-11)

a. Fear, Love, and Obey God
b. The Ten Commandments

Ancient Covenants

Many scholars consider that Deuteronomy was
written according to the structure of ancient
covenant documents. Thus Deuteronomy’s outline
would be as follows:

3. Covenant Stipulations (12-26)
a. Worship one true God in one place

b. Various laws for Israel

4. Covenant Ceremony (27-30)

1. Preamble (1:1-5)

2. Historical Prologue (1:6—4:43)

3. Stipulations of the Covenant (4:44—26:19)

4. Ratification: Curses and Blessings (27-30)

5. Leadership Succession under the Covenant (31-34)

a. Blessings and curses of the covenant

5. A Look Forward (31-34)

a. Joshua confirmed as Moses’ successor
b. The song and blessings of Moses
c. Moses’ death on Mount Nebo

Background

Author: Although the book of Deuteronomy does not name its author, Jewish and
Christian tradition has accepted the author of Deuteronomy (and the other four books

of the Pentateuch) to be Moses.

Shema

The famous quote from Deuteronomy
known as shema—from the Hebrew
word that means “hear!”—is the
basis for Israel’s monotheistic (“one
God”) faith. “Hear, O Israel: The LORD,
our God, the LORD is one” (Deut. 6:4).
Deuteronomy instructs the Israelites
to bind God’s commandment to their
hands and foreheads, as well as write
them on the doorposts of their homes.
Many Jews today tie small boxes with
Scripture quotations (usually the
shema) to their foreheads and hands,
and also attach them to their doorpost.

Date: Moses would have written Deuteronomy (and
the rest of the Pentateuch) between 1446 BC (a possible
date of the exodus) and 1406 BC (the date of Moses’
death).

Setting: The entire book of Deuteronomy takes place
while Israel is encamped at the border of the Promised
Land, east of the Jordan River, in the plains of Moab.
Moab became one of Israel’s most adamant enemies.
As Israel approached the land, Moab formed an
alliance with several Medianite kingdoms to stop the
advance of the wandering tribes—the Moabite King
Barak sent the prophet Balaam to curse Israel, with
surprising results (see Num. 22:2-24:25). To the east of
the Jordan River, the majestic Mount Nebo was a silent
witness of Israel’s preparations to enter the land. On
Mount Nebo, Moses saw the land for the last time.



Old Testament Covenants

DEUTERONOMY

Covenant Reference Description
Noah Gen. 9:8-17 Unconditional God promised not to destroy again his creation.
Abraham Gen. 15:9-21 Unconditional God promised to give Abraham’s descendants
the land. The covenant was sealed with an animal
sacrifice.
Abraham Gen. 17 Conditional God confirmed his covenant with Abraham and
made a commitment to Abraham. He specified
Abraham’s commitment and reaffirmed his promise
of land and Abraham agreed to keep the sign of the
covenant: circumcision.
Covenant at | Ex. 19-24 Conditional God promised to make Israel his people and also
Sinai expressed what he expected of Israel.
Phinehas Num. 25:10-31 | Unconditional God granted Phinehas, a priest, a descendant of
Aaron and his descendants a “covenant of lasting
priesthood” (25:13).
David 2 Sam. 7:5-16 Unconditional God promised to preserve David’s descendants on
the throne of Israel.
The New Jer.31:31-34 Unconditional God declared that he “will make a new covenant
Covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of
Judah” (31:31). It establishes a new relationship with
his people by writing his law on their hearts.
1600 BC |1500 BC |1400 BC |1300 BC
Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy
Exodus Joshua Judges >
P  The Sojourn in Egypt Moses, Exodus & Wilderness Conquest EraofJudges P>
Slavery in Egypt (dates uncertain) © Joshua leads the Israelites into Canaan
Aaron ¢. 1529-1407
Moses c. 1526-1406
o The Exodus c. 1446
o Ten Commandments and other laws given; tabernacle built
Wilderness Wanderings
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Key Verses

But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if
you seek him with all your heart and with all your soul. —Deut. 4:29

The LoRD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
you, from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.—Deut.18:15

The LorD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of
your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and
with all your soul, and live—Deut. 30:6

Themes

Torah. In the retelling of God’s instructions, Deuteronomy
offers anew his law—Torah more properly means “instruction”
—for each generation of believers.

Covenant. The entire book can be read as a covenant renewal
between the second generation and God. The blessings and
curses of the covenant play a prominent role in Israel’s history.

Quotable
Deuteronomy

Deuteronomy is the third most
quoted Old Testament book

in the New Testament—only
after Psalms and Isaiah. Jesus
quotes from Deuteronomy
during his confrontation

with Satan in the desert
(Matt. 4:1-11). Some scholars
suggest that Jesus is doing
what Israel was incapable of:
fulfilling all obedience. In this
view, Jesus embodies the

new lsrael.

The Land. God'’s promises to Abraham were concretely represented by the land. The

land was a visual reminder of God’s faithfulness to his promises.

Being God'’s People

Then: The book of Deuteronomy is a reminder to God’s people that God is faithful

to his covenant. He’s the holy God, full of mercy and grace, who led his people to

the Promised Land. The next generation is challenged to remember and learn from

the mistakes of the previous generation (1 Cor. 10:1-13). In Deuteronomy, the second
generation must not forget the source of their blessings, take the land for granted,
become indistinguishable from the people living in the land, make idols for themselves,
rely on their economic or political power to survive, or abandon the covenant.

Now: God’s people in Deuteronomy are in the already-but-not-yet state that still
describes Christians today. In a symbolic sense, all believers are the second generation.
We all stand at the borders of the Promised Land—the New Jerusalem—already
enjoying some of God’s wonderful promises, but knowing that the fullness of his
promise is yet to come. As the Israelites required instruction to live in the land God had
promised them, we are learning also to live in God’s presence. In many ways, life today
is the training ground for life in a new heavens and new earth in the presence of God.

Jesus in Deuteronomy

The glory to which we look forward will be revealed when Jesus returns. In the
meantime, we continue to train and “press toward the goal to win the prize for which

God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).




HISTORICAL BOOKS

LIVING WITH GOD IN THE LAND

What Are the Historical Books?

Historical
The Historical Books are the second section of the Bible. This section Books
continues where the Pentateuch ended. At the end of the Pentateuch,
the Israelites are poised at the edge of the Promised Land after hearing Joshua
instructions, advice, and commands from Moses. Moses, the great Judges
leader, has died on Mount Nebo (Deut. 34:1-12). God has chosen Ruth
Joshua, Moses’ longtime assistant, to lead the Israelites into the land. 18&25amuel
1& 2 Kings
What Are They About? 162 Chronicles
Ezra & Nehemiah
The books in this section deal with Israel’s historical experience with Esther

the land and God. The books range from conquering, settling, and
experiencing the many joys, temptations, failures, and challenges of
living in the land as the Israelites learned how to live as God’s people. The books
cover the history of Israel from the time of the conquest (around the 1400s BC) to the
time of Ezra and Nehemiah (around the 400s BC). In between, we find a dramatic
history of a people, their kings, many painful disappointments and some remarkable
accomplishments. Israel changed from a loosely organized group of 12 tribes to a
united kingdom under David and Solomon, and then to a divided kingdom: Israel in
the north with 19 kings who did evil in God’s eyes, and Judah in the south with 19
kings also, although eight kings did right in God’s eyes.

The dominant figure in the Historical Books is King David. God chose David and his
descendants. God would rule and bless his people through the house of David. From
this promise, in time, the Messianic hope would arise. This hope refers to God’s people
longing to be restored and redeemed. God’s people were punished for breaking the
covenant with God. The historical books give us a theological account of Israel’s failure
to keep the covenant and God’s compassionate and just dealings with them.

Why Are They Important?

The many stories in these books illustrate for us how God relates in history to his
people and the whole world. These stories show how God’s will works out in history.

¥ God works in direct ways, as in the stories of Joshua entering the Promised Land.

B God works in indirect ways, through prophets like Samuel and Elijah, or through
other nations, like Assyria or Babylon.

¥ God works behind the scenes, as in the story of Esther.
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The apostle Paul wrote, “Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from
setting our hearts on evil things as they did.... These things happened to them as
examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the
ages has come” (1 Cor. 10:6, 11).

The Scriptures teach us a new way of thinking and seeing the world. Becoming God’s
people means that we progressively grow more sensitive to God’s actions in the world.
To understand what God is doing around us and in us, we must understand how God
has been acting throughout history. Learning to read the Historical Books equips us to
be perceptive to the Spirit’s promptings in our lives. They also remind us in powerful
ways that punishment is never God’s final word.

The Exile

There are important, decisive moments in the Old Testament: The calling of Abraham,
the exodus, entering the Promised Land, God’s covenant with David, the building

of the temple in Jerusalem. Two other decisive moments were the Assyrian exile of
the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC and the Babylonian exile of the southern
kingdom of Judah (including Jerusalem) in 586 BC.

Assyria and Babylon deported people from newly conquered territories. The idea was
to remove the possibility of rebellion, making it easier to control the territory. They
did not relocate the entire population. Rather, they took into exile the nobles—kings,
princes and princesses, priests and royal officers. They would also move other people
from city to city. And, finally, they would destroy the capital cities of the kingdoms
they conquered.

Samaria in the northern kingdom and Jerusalem in the south were destroyed

and made almost inhabitable places. It is not possible to exaggerate the spiritual,
emotional, and social trauma of these type of events. The historical books, along
with the prophetic books, show that these two events were punishments for Israel
and Judah’s disloyalty to God. However, punishment is never God’s final word. God
restored a remnant of his people from Babylon. Ezra the priest and Nehemiah the
governor returned with them. They reorganized the religious and political life of the
people in Jerusalem. God’s grace was paving the way for the coming of the promised
Messiah, the only one who could rescue humans from sin and death.




JOSHUA

CLAIMING THE PROMISE

Viw f aIIe
Purpose

Deuteronomy prepared God’s people for the task ahead in the Promised Land and
the book of Joshua shows how God brought his people into the land and gave them
rest. The book of Joshua functions as a bridge between the wilderness experience and
the time in the Promised Land. The book is named after Joshua whom God chose to
be Moses’ assistant since their journey from Egypt to Sinai (Ex. 17) and to become
the leader of Israel after Moses” death (Deut. 31:7-8). The book of Joshua shows how
and why Israel would eventually end in exile. The book is a reminder that the sin
and rebellion that would result in Israel’s exile began long before God executed his
judgment against Israel and Judah.

| 1500 B¢ |1400 BC |1300 BC
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o The Exodus c. 1446
o Ten Commandments and other laws given; tabernacle built

Wilderness Wanderings
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Outline

2. The Conquest (5:13-1

4. The Future (22-24)

1. The Entrance (1:1-5:12)
a. Joshua succeeds Moses (1)
b. Rahab hides the spies (2)
c. Israelites cross the Jordan River (3:1-5:12)

2:24)

a. Fall of Jericho (5:13-6:27)
b. Achan’s sin in the camp (7)
c. Battles against kings and inhabitants (8-12)

3. The Distribution (13-21)

a. Joshua’s farewell and death

ROUTE OF THE CONQUEST

Gibeo}
Jerusa{m‘
Gath®
Heb?on

NEGEV

AMALEK

® Kadesh-barnea

Damascus

ARAM

®Ramoth-
gilead

EDOM

Although the conquest of the land is an important first step in the book, the crucial
section is, in fact, the distribution of the land—that’s why it’s the longest section in
the book. Just as the organization of the camp and the march were so important in
their wilderness journey, the arrangement of the tribes in the land occupies the central
interest of the book. Settling in the land showed the fulfillment of God’s promises.

Background

Author: The book does not indicate who
its author was. An ancient tradition offers
two possibilities. First, it suggests that
Joshua wrote the book. Second, it suggests
that Samuel, the prophet, was either one

of the main authors or worked as editor of
the book.

Date: The book was likely composed

early in Israel’s history, perhaps late in the
second millennium (1300s BC). There is
some linguistic evidence that the book was
edited later in the era of the kings and,
perhaps, even in during the time of exile.

Setting: When the Israelites came to the
borders of the Promised Land, the political
and military powerhouses of the area—
Egypt and Mesopotamia—were in a time
of transition. The Canaanite kingdoms
were independent and small, without an
internal organization.
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Themes DIVISION OF THE LAND
. . . C Divided Naphtali
God'’s faithfulness to his promises by tﬁgél'welvgl 'Tr?bes Gad
Conquest, settlement, and life in the land Reuben Asher
The covenant between God and Israel Simeon Issachar
God’s holiness and judgment Zebulun Manasseh
. , Judah Ephraim
The unity of God’s people Dan Benjamin
The role of Joshua as leader of Israel
&
Key People 3
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this case, the Israelites were
God’s tool for punishing sin
in the land. This war was no
more cruel than any other
atthe time. Aswe find in
the book of Judges, not all
Canaanites were killed, since
we find many of them living
in the land. Most likely,
women and children had
fled to the woods to safety,
something they were likely
used to doing, since the
region experienced much war.

disobedience—he
took plunder from
the battlefield

® Kadesh-barnea

when Israel had been instructed to not take anything—
caused Israel to lose an important battle against Ai. He was
stoned to death as punishment (Josh. 7).

Eleazar — Son of Aaron, he took over the high priest’s duties
after Aaron had passed away (see Ex. 6:23; Num. 20:28). He
helped Joshua leading Israel into the Promised Land.

Phinehas — Son of Eleazar, the high priest, and priest

of Israel. His intervention to prevent the Israelites from
polluting themselves and his zeal for God’s covenant granted
him a special covenant with God. He and his descendants
would be priest of Israel forever (Josh. 22:13, 32-34; 24:33).
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Moses and Joshua

Joshua’s leadership mirrored in some important ways Moses’leadership.

The people recognized Moses' leadership. The people acknowledged Joshua as their new
leader (Josh. 1:17; 4:14).
Moses led Israel out of Egypt by the crossing of Joshua led Israel into the Promised Land by the
the Red Sea (Ex. 14). crossing of the Jordan River (Josh. 3-4).
Moses was Israel’s military leader during the Joshua was Israel’s military leader in the
exodus and the wilderness wanderings. conquest of the land (Josh. 1:8-9).
Moses removed his sandals when God spoke to Joshua removed his sandals before God’s
him through the burning bush (Ex. 3:5). presence (Josh. 5:10-11).
Key Verses

[Rahab to the spies:] “When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed
because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.”—Josh. 2:11

So the LORD gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their ancestors, and they took
possession of it and settled there. The LORD gave them rest on every side, just as he had sworn
to their ancestors.... Not one of all the LORD’s good promises to Israel failed; every one was
fulfilled.—Josh. 21:43-45

Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors
worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Eqypt, and serve the LORD... But as for me and my
household, we will serve the LORD.—Josh. 24:14-15

Being God’s People

Then: God was faithful to his promises by giving his people victory and rest in the land.
He will prevail against his enemies because the whole universe belongs to him. Yet, God
expects his people to be courageous, obedient, and trusting.

Now: God has made wonderful promises to us as well, and we can be assured that he
will carry them through to their fulfillment: “being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).

Jesus in Joshua

The name Joshua is connected to the Hebrew word yehoshua which means “The Lord
[Yahweh] is salvation,” or “The Lord [Yahweh] gives victory.” His initial name was
Hoshea (Num. 13:8, 16), which means “salvation.” Moses changed his name to Joshua.
The Greek form of the name Joshua is Jesus. Jesus is God’s victory over sin and death.
In Jesus, Christians are more than conquerors (Rom. 8:37).




JUDGES

THE STRUGGLE OF SIN AND GRACE

Purpose

The book of Judges is a long narrative warning to all of God’s children against
forgetting God’s instruction and acting like the nations of the land. After the tribes of
Israel settled in the Promised Land, they began a fast moral and spiritual decline. There
were still Canaanites left to fight. The conquest wasn’t complete. The Israelites were
disobedient despite their claims to be faithful to God (Josh. 24:16-18). But even in those
times when the Israelites turned their back to God, he was filled with compassion and
mercy. He raised leaders (judges) to deliver his people from oppression.

The book of Judges offers a theological (or prophetic) look at the history of God’s
people. Like the book of Joshua, Judges contrasts God’s faithfulness to humanity’s
unfaithfulness and fickleness. One of its main purposes is to demonstrate the need for
kings who would care for Israel’s safety, lead the people to obedience of the law, and
promote the pure worship of the Lord.
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What Was a

THE CYCLE PATTERN IN parge’
he English word judges makes
J U D G E S Is t:ini of peop(ljej p(rjegsiding in

the court. Although the judges in

Israel Disobeys the Old Testament made judicial
decisions (Deut. 16:18—20),
\ their main function was that of
liberators. The Hebrew word for
Israel is at Peace Israel is Oppressed judge, shofet, can be translated

as“judge or deliverer.” Moses
was a judge of the people, both
in the sense of deliverer and

Israel is Delivered Israel Cries Out legal judge (Ex. 12 and 18). The
judges were God's response to
specific crises. In time, the role
of judge, in both senses, was

God Raises up a Deliverer taken over by the kings and,
sometimes, the high priests.

Outline

1. Introduction: An Incomplete Conquest and a Failing Faith (1:1-3:6)

2. A Cycle of Sin, Punishment, and Grace (3:7-16:31)
a. Judges Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar (3)
b. Judge Deborah (4-5)
¢. Judge Gideon (6-9)
d. Judges Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon (10-12)
e. Judge Samson (13-16)

3. Spiritual and Moral Decay (17-21)

|14003c |13003c |12003c |11OOB(
Book of Joshua Book of Judges 1Samuel P>
» Conquest Era of Judges
e Joshua leads the Israelites into Canaan Eli, Priest in Shiloh c. 1100-1060
o Era of the Judges begins c. 1350 Judge & Prophet Samuel
o Ruth marries Boaz (date unknown) ¢. 1060-1020
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The Judges

Reference Oppressors Period of Period of
Oppression Rest
Othniel 3:7-11 Judah Mesopotamians 8 years 40 years
Ehud 3:12-30 Benjamin Mesopotamians 18 years 80 years
Shamgar 3:31 unknown Philistines unknown unknown
Deborah chs. 4-5 Ephraim Canaanites 20 years 40 years
Gideon chs. 6-8 Manasseh Midianites 7 years 40 years
Tola 10:1-2 Issachar unknown unknown 23 years
Jair 10:3-5 Gilead-Manasseh unknown unknown 22 years
Jephthah 10:6-12:7 Gilead-Manasseh Ammonites unknown 24 years
Ibzan 12:8-10 Possibly Judah or unknown unknown 7 years
Zebulun
Elon 12:11-12 Zebulun unknown unknown 10 years
Abdon 12:13-15 Ephraim unknown unknown 8 years
Samson chs. 13-16 Dan Philistines 40 years 20 years
Background
Author: There is no indication in the book as to who its author was. Ancient Jewish
tradition credits the prophet Samuel with having written the book, though this is far
from certain.
Date and Setting: Like its author, the date that the book of Judges was written also
remains uncertain. The events the book describes occurred between the time of Joshua
(around 1400 BC) and Samuel (around 1000 BC) in the Promised Land where the tribes
of Israel had settled.
47 —
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Themes

Sin and punishment

God'’s justice and mercy
Covenant loyalty and disloyalty
God'’s holiness and judgment

The unity of God’s people

Being God’s People

Then: Throughout Judges, God challenges the
Israelites to be faithful to his covenant. Their rejection
of God’s instructions (Moses’ teachings) resulted in
oppression and sharp moral and spiritual decline.

Judge Deborah by Charles Landelle

Yet God still had mercy on his people and raised up

judges to deliver them.

Flawed People

The epistle to the Hebrews
lists five of the judges as
“heroes of the faith”: Barak,
Gideon, Jephthah, Samson,
and Samuel (Heb. 11:32).
Contrary to the common
understanding of “hero,” the
judges were not super-
humans. Rather, they were
ordinary, flawed people,
chosen by God to carry on his
purposes. Just as Israel, they
were not chosen because
they were stronger, holier, or
more spiritual (see Deut. 7).
They were chosen because in
their flaws and weaknesses,
God's power, grace, authority,
and love shone through all
the more powerfully

(see 2 Cor. 12:7-10).

Now: Although God challenges us to be faithful to him, the
book of Judges shows that God accepts us just the way we
are and that he extends his mercy to us just when we need
it the most. Evil increases sometimes rapidly, sometimes in
sneaky ways. For this reason, the apostle Paul reminds us

to remain cautious, even if we feel secure, lest we fall
(1 Cor. 10:12).

Key Verses

Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the
Baals... In his anger against Israel the LORD gave them into the
hands of raiders who plundered them... Then the LORD raised up
judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.
—Judg. 2:11-16

In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.
—Judg. 21:25

Jesus in Judges

The judges were deliverers God raised when they were
needed. Jesus is God’s final solution to the problem of sin,
oppression, suffering, and evil. His work is definite and
final, though we are still waiting for the final fulfillment of
God’s promises.
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BEING GOD’S PEOPLE

7

Ruth in Boaz’s Field by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld
Purpose

The book of Ruth is a beautiful story that happens in a difficult time. It was the time

of the judges (Ruth 1:1), when “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they
saw fit” (Judg. 21:25). Besides this lawlessness, the land was experiencing a severe
famine. In these dire circumstances, it was difficult to be God’s people. The book, then,
has two main purposes:

U It presents a wonderful, concise, yet deep story of emptiness that turns into
fullness, of despair into hope, of bitter sadness into joy and celebration. It shows
how God turns around his people’s fortunes.

¥ It presents the origins of King David’s royal house.

Outline

Naomi’s Emptiness: Famine, Migration, and Tragedy in Naomi’s Family (1:1-5)
Naomi Back Home with a Moabite Daughter-in-Law (1:6-22)

Ruth Meets Boaz: Kindness and Generosity Meet Need (2:1-23)

Ruth and Boaz: Hope and Grace in Action (3:1-18)

Ruth and Boaz Married: Naomi’s Fullness (4:1-22)

A
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In this book, the Hebrew names of the main characters are part of the story.

Name Meaning Significance

Naomi “pleasant” Early in the story, her life is quite unpleasant. So, Naomi
changes her name to Mara, which means “bitter.”

Elimelek “God is my King” Kings in the ancient world were supposed to provide for
the needs of their people, including food and security.
Yet, a great famine forces a family into exile.

Bethlehem | “house of bread” Elimelech and his family leave Bethlehem during a
famine to find bread in Moab, Israel’s hated enemy.

Mahlon Something like, “weakly”and | Their names suggest that the two brothers will have a

and Kilion | “sickly” tragic end.

Ruth Related to the idea of Although a Moabitess, Ruth became a “friend” of God'’s
“refreshment” or maybe people, and a “refreshment” to her mother-in-law,
“friendship” Naomi.

Boaz Though difficult to determine, | Boaz surely demonstrated great strength of character
the most accepted meaning and convictions to carry on another person’s—Naomi'’s

is “by strength, with strength.” | closer relative’s—responsibility toward Naomi.

Background

Author: The author of this book is unknown. Jewish tradition attributes it to the
prophet Samuel, though nothing in the text indicates this.

Date: The events in the book took place during the time of the judges (Ruth 1:1),
sometime between the death of Joshua (around 1350 BC) and David’s ascension to the
throne of Israel (around 1000 BC).

Setting: The story happened when a severe famine struck the land of Israel. Naomi
and her family left Bethlehem and traveled to Moab to escape the famine. Moab was
one of Israel’s fiercest enemies.

Themes

God’s care and providence in the life of his people is evident in the life of Naomi
and Ruth.

Loyalty, obedience, and trust in God is not limited to Israel. Ruth is an example of
this point.

Redemption. The story shows the ancient practice of “levirate marriage”—a word
that refers to the “husband’s brother”—and the redemption of property by a near
relative. Boaz, although not Naomi’s brother-in-law, redeemed Ruth and, indirectly,
Naomi herself. Through the famine, the death of Naomi’s husband and children, the
loyalty of a Moabite woman, and Boaz’s kindness, God brought about an unexpected
redemption. Through it all, God gives as a gift David, the future king of Israel.
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Key People

Naomi — Wife of Elimelek, she went to Moab escaping the famine in Bethlehem. After the
death of her husband and sons, Naomi returned to Bethlehem with her daughter-in-law
Ruth. Naomi’s sadness was such that she changed her name to Mara,
which means “bitterness”(1:20).

Ruth — A Moabitess, she married one of Naomi’s sons. After the
death of her husband, she remained faithful to her mother-in-law and
showed great faith in God. She married Boaz and gave birth to sons.
King David was her descendant and, eventually, Jesus as well.

Boaz - A compassionate and wealthy relative of Naomi, he fulfilled
the levirate marriage and became Ruth’s kinsman redeemer.

Key Verses

“Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will | 4
be my people and your God my God.”—Ruth 1:16

Ruth in the Fields

“May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly by Hughes Merle

rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wing you have come
to take refuge.”—Ruth 2:12

Being God’s People

Then: In the dark times of the judges, even in dire conditions of famine and suffering,
God showed his presence in powerful and providential ways. God promised to give
Israel the land as a sign of his fulfillment of the covenant. Through the story of Ruth,
God arranged things so David would be born and become the seed of a new hope for
his people. Through him, God’s ultimate solution to the problem of sin and evil was
born: Jesus, son of David, Son of God, and redeemer of humanity.

Now: The story of Ruth warns against placing people in definite boxes. In ancient
Israel, the Moabites were pagans and enemies of God and God’s people. Surely, God
wouldn’t use a Moabitess as an ancestor of the great King David. Yet, God reminds us
that “my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways” (Isa. 55:8).
Today we must be careful to not place people in boxes—making assumptions about
what people believe and how dedicated they are to God. Neither must we place God
in a box, thinking that God only acts in one way.

Jesus in Ruth

The idea of redeemer is important when we think of Jesus. Jesus redeems us from our
fallen, low state. However, more directly, the genealogy that connects Ruth with King
David, also connects her with Jesus (Matt. 1:5).
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GOD IS KING, BUT WE WANT A KING

— 82

One or Two
Books?

The Hebrew Bible has only
one book of Samuel. When
the book was translated into
Greek—the Septuagint—
the translated text was
significantly longer. To make
it fit better in the scrolls, the
translators of the Septuagint
decided to break the book
of Samuel into two parts.
Originally, Samuel was called
1and 2 books of Kings, and
Kings was divided into 3 and
4 books of Kings.

b
-

David and Saul by Ernst Josephson

Purpose

When the Israelites entered the Promised Land, they were
a collection of tribes, the tribes of the children of

Israel. They hardly were the nation God had promised
Abraham (Gen. 12:2). The time of the judges was a time
of lawlessness and disorder, where “everyone did as they
saw fit” (Judges 21:25). Israel’s moral and spiritual decline
is well represented by the high priest Eli and his children.
The book of Samuel how and why the monarchy started
after the era of the Judges.

The book of Samuel is a prophetic book. It gives a
prophetic assessment to a crucial time of Israel’s history:
the early era of the kings. It is meant to expose sin, warn
people against rebellion, and instruct people about how
God works in history.

The book also shows the beginning of the monarchy with
Saul, the rise, importance, and limits of David’s reign, and
the spiritual state of the nation during David’s reign.



Outline

1.

1&2 SAMUEL

Samuel: A Prophet in Times of Transition (1 Sam. 1-7)
a. Birth of Samuel and early ministry (1 Sam. 1-3)
b. Samuel’s ministry as judge and prophet (1 Sam. 4-7)

Samuel and Saul: Establishment of the Monarchy in Israel (1 Sam. 8-15)
a. Transition to Saul’s reign (1 Sam. 8)
b. Saul’s leadership in Israel (1 Sam. 9-15)

Saul and David: Transition from Saul’s Failed Kingdom to David (1 Sam. 16:1-2 Sam. 5:5)
Anointing of David (1 Sam. 16:1-13) ~

David and Goliath (1 Sam. 16:14-17:58)

Saul, Jonathan, and David (1 Sam. 18-23:6)

David flees Saul (1 Sam. 23:7-26:25)

David in Philistia (1 Sam. 27-30)

Death of Saul and Jonathan (1 Sam. 31-2 Sam. 1)

David becomes king (2 Sam. 2:1-5:5)

@mpopoe

David’s Victorious Reign over Judah and Israel (2 Sam. 5:6-8:18)
a. David conquers Jerusalem (2 Sam. 5:6-5:16)

b. David defeats the Philistines (2 Sam. 5:17-25)

¢. David brings the ark to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:1-8:18)

David’s Weakness and Failures as King (2 Sam. 9-20)
a. David and Saul’s descendants

b. The Ammonite-Syrian threat

¢. David and Bathsheba

d. Absalom’s rebellion

6. Afterword on David’s Reign (2 Sam. 21-24)
a. God’s wrath: Famine and Saul’s descendants
b. David’'s mighty men
¢. Song of David
d. David’s last song ' . ‘
e. David’s mighty men The Child Samuel Dedicated by
f. God's wrath: The census of Israel Hannah by Frank W.W. Topham
|11003c |10003c |9003c
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Background

Author: The author of the book of
Samuel is unknown. We know that
Samuel, Nathan, and Gad wrote some
of the story the book narrates (1 Chron.
29:29-30), but the extent of those writing
remains unknown. Many scholars agree
that some later editor collected written
and oral traditions and, guided by the
Holy Spirit, put together the book of
Samuel as we know it.

Date: The events the book presents
occurred at the end of the period of

the judges (around 1350-1100 BC). The
prophet Samuel was the last judge.

His ministry transitioned the time of

the judges to the monarchy. As for the
time of writing, it appears that different
people, in different times, contributed to
the writing of the book. It is possible that
the book was completed, or nearly so,
around the time of Solomon, though it is
far from certain.

Themes

God'’s Kingship. One of the central
teachings of the Old Testament is

that God is King. This is, perhaps, the
main metaphor used for God. Israel’s
relationship with God through the
covenant uses this important metaphor.
It is the central proclamation of God’s
people: “The LORD reigns for ever and
ever” (Ex. 15:18).

Human Kingship. The book of Samuel
does not reject human kingship entirely.
Rather, it expects that a human king
would “When he takes the throne of his
kingdom, he is to write for himself on a
scroll a copy of this law, taken from that
of the Levitical priests. It is to be with
him, and he is to read it all the days of his
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life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words
of this law and these decrees” (Deut. 17:18-19). In Saul and David, we get to see both
sides of the coin. They began their reign well but ended up in disaster and failure. Yet,
despite its limitations, God chose to use human kingship, David’s royal line, to bring
the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.

Covenant. God chose to relate to humans using covenants, as ancient kings would
with their subjects. A covenant implies a relationship with commitments, promises,
and conditions. The book of Samuel assumes the validity and importance of the Mosaic
covenant. To it, the book adds God’s covenant with David. It is a covenant that shows
God’s commitment to solve the problem of human sin.

Key People

Eli — High Priest of God at the town of Shiloh. Under his watch, Samuel was born and
trained. His own decline as a priest exemplifies Israel’s moral and spiritual decline.

Hannah - Samuel’s mother. Despite her inability to bear children, she showed an
amazing, humble faith in God. God rewarded her with a child, Samuel. Hannah
dedicated the child to God. Her song of gratitude is echoed by Jesus” mother, Mary, in
the Gospel of Luke (1:46-55).

Samuel - God’s servant who acted as prophet, priest, and judge for Israel. He led
the transitional period from the time of the judges to the time of the monarchy. He
anointed Saul, Israel’s first king, and David, the great king who united the tribes of
Israel into a nation.

Saul - First king of Israel, he is described as one “without equal among the
Israelites...” (1 Sam. 9:2). Saul rebelled against God’s instructions and made serious
mistakes. In time, God removed his Spirit from upon him. He grew jealous of David
and tried to kill him.

Jonathan - As Saul’s first son, he was in charge of Saul’s armies. He became David’s
closest friend and interceded on David’s behalf before Saul. He died with Saul in the
field of battle (1 Sam. 31).

David — God chose him to become Saul’s successor as king of Israel. He unified the
tribes of Israel into a kingdom, brought peace to Israel, and found favor with God. God
made a covenant with him to have David’s descendants on the throne of Israel forever.

Bathsheba — David lusted after her when he saw her. Although she was married to
Uriah, one of David’s loyal army officers, David had an affair with her. After David
had her husband killed in the field of battle, David married her. Bathsheba became
pregnant. However, the baby died because of David’s sin. She later gave birth to
another son Solomon.

Nathan - God’s prophet, he came to David with a clever parable that denounced
David’s sin. David recognized his sin, repented, and accepted God’s punishment.
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Absalom - Son of David, he led a rebellion against his father. Although at first he
succeeded, eventually David’s faithful generals chased him out of Jerusalem and
killed him.

Solomon - He was the son of David and Bathsheba. “The LorD loved him; and
because the LORD loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him
Jedidiah” (2 Sam. 12:24-25). This lesser known name means, “loved by the Lord.”

Names in the book of Samuel

Name Meaning Significance

Samuel “God has heard” Not only did God hear Hannah'’s prayer, he also heard Israel’s
requests for a king. Samuel, the prophet, represented God'’s
willingness to hear his people’s requests.

Saul “the one who has Saul was the answer to what Israel had requested: “appoint a
been requested” king to lead us, such as all the other nations have” (1 Sam. 8:5).
Absalom “father of peace” He produced strife against his father.
Key Verses

It isnot by strength that one prevails; those who oppose the LORD will be broken. The Most High will
thunder from heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth.—1 Sam. 2:9-10

The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.—1 Sam. 16:7

The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: When your days are
over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own
flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my
Name, and 1 will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he will

be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings
inflicted by human hands. But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away
from Saul, whom I removed from before you. Your house and your kingdom will endure forever
before me; your throne will be established forever—2 Sam. 7:11-16

Being God’s People

Then: Despite Samuel’s warnings, the Israelites wanted to have a king like the nations
around them. God granted their request. However, the monarchy turned out to be a
great failure, beginning with the first king, Saul. Even though David accomplished
great things, and God chose him to be the father of the future Messiah, his failures
illustrate that the way of redemption and restoration is God’s own plan. Nevertheless,
God turned David’s weakness into a future blessing for Israel and all peoples (see
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Rom. 8:28). Through David’s royal descendants, God sent the Messiah who is the way,
the truth, and the life (John 14:6).

Now: God is King. Although he appoints humans to lead his people—Moses, Samuel,
Paul, Peter, and others—he doesn’t surrender his authority. Only he is King, to him
alone belongs all glory and honor. For that reason, we must not allow other humans,
or things, to take the place of God. In the book of Samuel, the kings forgot their place
and acted as having ultimate authority. God does not share his glory.

Jesus in Samuel

Jesus is present in the book of Samuel in many different ways:

Samuel. His roles as prophet, judge, and priest anticipated Jesus” work during his
earthly ministry. Jesus is the best example that God hears the pleas of his people
and knows the needs of all human beings.

Saul. Saul was God’s answer to the people’s request for a king. Saul’s failure
contrasts sharply with Jesus’ victory: Jesus is God’s answer to humanity’s greatest
need for a redeemer.

David. He was God’s chosen king. David unified Israel into a nation, brought
political peace to the land, and expanded its boundaries. God’s covenant with
David anticipated the coming of a Messiah. This Messiah would unify God’s
people, not just in Israel but in the whole world, bring true peace to the world, and
bring about God’s kingdom to the whole earth.

“House of David”
Inscription. Discovered in

Tel Dan in 1993, the inscribed
stone contains the expression
“the house of David," referring
to David’s descendants. The
stone was quite possibly

part of a victory pillar of a
neighboring king of
Damascus. The stone has
been dated to two or three
centuries after David's time.
This is a very important
archaeological finding since
it is the first reference to King
David found outside of the
Bible and establishes the
existence of David’s dynasty.

©Kim Walton/Walton Image Supply
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THE LIMITS OF HUMAN RULE

Purpose

The book of Kings is a prophetic view of Israel’s history. The book answers the
question, “Why did God allow Israel to be taken into exile?” To understand this
question, a quick overview of the history in the book of Kings is important.

¥ After David died, he named Solomon as his successor. Solomon’s kingdom
experienced peace and prosperity, but showed signs of rebellion against God.
After Solomon’s death in about 931 BC, the Kingdom of Israel became divided

[11008c | 1000 8¢ |9008c |800c
1 Chronicles 2 Chronicles
1 Samuel 2 Samuel 1Kings 2 Kings
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between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. The Kingdom of Israel in the North followed
Jeroboam and established its capital in Samaria. The Kingdom of Judah in the
South remained with Rehoboam, son of Solomon, in the capital of Jerusalem,
City of David.

The history of both kingdom:s is filled with

?
rebellion, internal struggles, abuse, greed, and <oz Gl el
idolatry. Even the good kings—Ilike Hezekiah Although in our English Bibles there are
and Josiah—showed very human limitations. two books of Kings, the Hebrew text has
The ministries of Elijah and Elisha show the only one book. The reason to divide it
spiritual state of the kingdoms, as represented was purely practical. When the book was
by their kings. translated into Greek—the Septuagint—

the translated text was significantly longer.
To make the book fit better in the scrolls,
the translators decided to break Samuel
and Kings. Originally, Samuel was called

1and 2 books of Kings, and Kings was
Although God protected Jerusalem, the divided into 3 and 4 books of Kings.

southern kingdom of Judah became a weak

kingdom. After a few generations, in 586 BC the

powerful Babylonian Empire conquered and

destroyed the southern kingdom, including Jerusalem and the temple.

Israel, the northern kingdom, and its capital
Samaria fell to the Assyrian armies

in 722 BC. The ten northern tribes of Israel were
scattered throughout the Assyrian Empire.

Israel had been warned about the consequences of unfaithfulness. In the writing
prophets—such as Isaiah or Jeremiah—we see God’s warnings and judgments, as well
as hopeful promises, in very direct ways. In the book of Kings, we see a different kind
of prophecy. It is a prophecy that shows rather than tells of God’s warnings

and judgments.

It also is prophetic history because it is designed to instruct God’s people about God’s
ways in the world. As an instruction book, the message of the book of Kings is based
on the Torah—God’s instructions to his people.

| 700 8¢ |600 BC |500 BC
e Ezra & Nehemiah

King Jeroboam Il of Israel 793746 King Josiah of Judah 641-609 o (yrus's edict allows Jews to return 538
King Jeroboam Il of Israel 793—746 o Fall of Nineveh, Assyria 612
o Israel (Northern Kingdom)
falls to Assyria 722
King Manasseh of Judah 697643 o Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597

King Manasseh of Judah 697-643 o Judah falls to Babylonia; temple destroyed 586

o First exile of Jews to Babylon 605
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Outline
Sources
1. David-Solomon Succession (1 Kings 1:1-2:12)
The book of Kings mentions
2. Solomon’s Reign (1 Kings 2:13-11:43) several sources from which
a. His wisdom (3-4) some of the content was
b. H?s building projects (5-10) taken: (1) the book of the acts
c. Hisfolly (11) of Solomon (1 Kings 11:41);

(2) the book of the chronicles

3. AKingdom Divided (1 Kings 12-2 Kings 17)
of the kings of Judah (1 Kings

a. Rehoboam, Jeroboam (12-14)

b. The kings of Judah and Israel (15-16) 14.29; 15:7,23,ch.); (3) the
c. The ministry of Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 17-2 Kings 13) book of the chroniles of the
d. Destruction of Samaria and exile of Israel (14-17) kings of Israel (1 Kings 14:19;

15:31; 16:14, 20, 27, etc.).
4. The Kingdom of Judah (2 Kings 18-25)

a. Hezekiah (18-20)

b. Manasseh, Amon (21)

c. Josiah (22-23)

d. On the road to exile (24)

e. Fall of Jerusalem and exile of Judah (25)

Background

Author: The book does not specify an author. An ancient Jewish tradition attributes
the book to the prophet Jeremiah. It is possible and reasonable that Jeremiah was
the author. However, there is no way to prove or disprove that he was. We must

be content with the author’s own intention to remain anonymous. Having an
anonymous author does not change the fact that the book is God’s Word for his
people then and today.

Date: The date the book was composed is equally difficult to determine. All we can
say is that the book was written after the last event recorded in the book (2 Kings
25:27-30), which occurred around 561 BC. Since the book does not mention Cyrus’s
decree to allow the Jews to return to their land (in 539 BC), it is possible that the book
was written before that date.

Setting: To understand the history and writings of Israel, we must keep in mind
some important facts of geography and history. The kingdom of Israel was located
in the crossroads of crucial trading routes that connected Egypt, the superpower to
the south, and Assyria or Babylon in the north. Although a small kingdom, Israel’s
strategic location made it a prize area for the great powers at different times. The
time of Solomon’s prosperity in the United Kingdom was possible in part due to the
many internal struggles and external pressures that Egypt and Assyria experienced
at the time.
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The history of Israel, united and divided, was deeply marked by the changes and
interventions of the Empires that surrounded her. Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon exerted
great pressure on the internal and external life of Israel. When those Empires were
occupied with their own struggles, Israel and the kingdoms that surrounded her were
free to fight against each other for control of the all-important trading routes.

The challenges to Israel’s faith are better
appreciated in her history. It might be
easier trusting God and being obedient
when things around us are under control
and going well. However, when we must
make moral or spiritual choices in the face
of serious physical, political, economic,

or social threats, the state of our faith
becomes clearer. Israel’s wealth, political
influence in the region, and military power
became the testing ground for the people’s
faith, reliance on God, and faithfulness to
the covenant.

Kihg Solomon in His Old Age Led Astray into Idolatry
by His Wives by Giovanni Venanzi di Pesaro

Themes

There are two main themes in the book of Kings: Kingship and Covenant.
Kingship

Human Kingship. Although the book of Kings doesn’t regard the monarchy as evil, it
shows that when human kings take their authority and leadership out from under

the umbrella of God’s own authority and leadership, they are condemned to failure.
Kings, like all other members of God’s people, must remain subjects of God’s covenant.
Their reign must be based on their knowledge and submission to the Torah—God'’s
instructions (Deut. 17:14-20). The book shows the kings’ failures to guide Israel to

live as God’s people. The failures of the Israelite kings resulted in a divided people,

a corrupted land, a polluted worship, abuse of weak people, and reliance on military
power. These were symptoms of a deep spiritual disease that left the prophet Elijah
wondering if he was the last faithful follower of the Lord (1 Kings 19:14).

Divine Kingship. God is the Great King. Above all earthly kings and all supposedly
divine kings, the Lord, the God of the covenant with Abraham and Moses, whose
presence dwelled in the Jerusalem temple, is the King, the Creator, Owner, and Ruler
of the whole creation. As the Owner of the universe, God gave Israel a land. In this
land, God provided for the needs of his people, as kings were supposed to do. He
ruled and guided his people through his Torah. Also, as the Great King, God rendered
judgment upon the nations, including Israel itself. So God ruled against Israel

and Judah'’s unfaithfulness. As instruments of his judgment, Assyria and Babylon
conquered and exiled the northern kingdom of Israel and the kingdom of Judah.
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The King in the Land. As God’s presence accompanied his people in their
wilderness journeys, his presence remained in the land. God’s presence was the
visible demonstration of God’s faithfulness to his covenant. The temple that King
Solomon built in Jerusalem was this visible presence of God with Israel. The
temple was also a reminder to Israel that God demanded exclusive worship.

The Messiah. In the prophetic message of the Old Testament, judgment was never
the last word. God always provided words of hope for the future of his people.
Although the book of Kings ultimately explains God’s judgment against his
unfaithful people, the book’s words of hope are decisive for God’s plans of
redemption. God promised David that his descendants would reign over Israel
forever (2 Sam. 7:16). The exile of Judah would appear to thwart this promise.
However, the book ends with hope and reveals God’s faithfulness to his promise
to David: “In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
year Awel-Marduk became king of Babylon, he released Jehoiachin king of Judah
from prison.... Day by day the king gave Jehoiachin a regular allowance as long
as he lived” (2 Kings 25:27, 30). Jehoiachim, David’s descendant, was no longer

a prisoner. David’s royal line was poised to continue and, eventually, return to
Jerusalem as God had promised in the past. The promise and the hope remained
alight.

Covenant

Israel, a collection of tribes that came out of Egypt freed by a powerful God who
wanted to relate to them and had chosen them as his special treasure, had to learn
what it meant to be God’s people. So God gave them his Torah—instructions—that
allowed them to learn how to be God’s people. The book of Deuteronomy records
God’s wisdom for a people about to enter the Promised Land.

Throughout the book of Kings, we read about God’s faithfulness to the covenant in
action. For Israel, faithfulness to the covenant was demonstrated through obedience
and proper worship of the Lord. Their faithfulness assured for them the blessings of
the covenant (Deut. 7:12-24; 8:1, 4, 7-9; 11:9, 11, 14-15; 28:2-13; 33:6-25). Unfaithfulness
to the covenant brought about curses against Israel (Deut. 3:16-19; 4:26-28; 11:17;
27:15-26; 28:16-45, 48-68).

Among those curses were, “The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you to
a nation unknown to you or your ancestors. There you will worship other gods, gods
of wood and stone.... You will be uprooted from the land you are entering to possess.
Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to the
other. There you will worship other gods—gods of wood and stone, which neither
you nor your ancestors have known” (Deut. 28:36, 63—64). The exiles of Israel in 722 BC
and of Judah in 586 BC, then, were God’s judgments against his unfaithful people.
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Key People

David - King of Israel, he unified the tribes and the kingdoms. God made a covenant
with him to have one of his descendants on the throne of Israel forever (2 Sam. 7).

Solomon - David’s son, he inherited the throne and built the temple of Jerusalem for
the Lord. Under him, Israel experienced peace and prosperity.

Rehoboam - Solomon’s son, his lack of wisdom caused the kingdom to divide into
the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah (1 Kings 11:43-
12:24; 14:21-31).

Jeroboam - Officer of Solomon’s administration, he rejected Rehoboam’s leadership
and contributed to the division of the kingdom. He became the king of the northern
Israel and led them astray by worshiping other gods (1 Kings 11:24-14:20).

Elijah - Mighty servant of God, Elijah’s prophetic ministry opposed Israel’s
unfaithfulness and King Ahab’s evil reign. He faced Baal’s prophets on Mt. Carmel
and demonstrated that only the Lord is God (17:1-19:1; 20:1-22:40).

Elisha - Elijah’s disciple, he continued with Elijah’s powerful prophetic ministry in
the kingdom of Israel (2 Kings 2:1-9:3; 13:14-21).

Ahab - Eighth king of Israel, the Bible describes his reign as evil. He allowed the cult
of Baal to take root in Israel. He actively opposed Elijah (2 Kings 16:28-17:1; 18:1-19:1;
20:1-22:40).

Naaman - A Syrian army officer, he suffered of leprosy and sought help from the
prophet Elisha. Naaman showed the kind of faith that the Israelites should have had
(2 Kings 5).

Jezebel - Evil queen of Israel, she promoted the worship of Baal and attempted to
kill Elijah (2 Kings 9:7-37).

Hezekiah - Thirteenth king of Judah, he listened to the advice of the prophet Isaiah,
remained faithful to God, and was granted peace and safety for the kingdom
(2 Kings 16:20-20:21).

Manasseh - Son of Hezekiah, his rule became synonymous with disloyalty and evil
(2 Kings 20:21-21:18).

Josiah - Sixteenth king of Judah and Hezekiah's great-grandson, he remained faithful
to God and brought about a spiritual revival in the kingdom (2 Kings 21:24-23:30).

Sennacherib - Assyrian king, in 722 BC he conquered and destroyed Samaria, and
threatened Jerusalem itself (2 Kings 18:13-19:36).

Nebuchadnezzar - Babylonian king, he became God'’s instrument to punish Judah.
In the 580s BC, he conquered Judah and, eventually, destroyed the temple in Jerusalem
(2 Kings 24:1-25:22).
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Key Verses

So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between
right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?—1 Kings 3:9

As for you, if you walk before me faithfully with integrity of heart and uprightness, as David
your father did, and do all I command and observe my decrees and laws, I will establish your
royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father when I said, “You shall never
fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.—1 Kings 9:4-5

The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: “Turn from your
evil ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I
commanded your ancestors to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the
prophets.”—2 Kings 17:13

And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: “LORD, the God of Israel, enthroned between the
cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and
earth.”—2 Kings 19:15

Being God’s People

Then: The book of Kings shows God's faithfulness to his promises. God’s
taithfulness has two sides: A positive side in which God blesses his people’s own
faithfulness, and a negative side in which God punishes his people’s unfaithfulness.
Amazingly, even in punishing Israel for her own rebellion, God offers hope and
makes promises that assure us that his plans to redeem humanity will happen.

Now: The book of Kings challenges believers to be obedient and faithful. However,
its greater challenge to God’s people is to trust God. Trusting God must happen at all
times and in all circumstances. Trust happens over time, it requires work, and it must
be exercised daily. Learning to trust Jesus as the Great King means that the values of
the kingdom of God affect every area of our lives.

Jesus in Kings

God’s promise to David, of a continuous descendant on the throne of Israel, is the
historical and theological basis for the coming of a Messiah, one who would unify
God’s people, redeem them, and reconcile them with God. This promise was fulfilled
in Jesus, the Messiah, who saves Israel and the world.
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The Book of Kings and Archaeology

The following archaeological discoveries help us
understand the history in the book of Kings in the larger
context of world history. They show not only that events in
the Bible occurred in history, but that they had a significant
effect in other nations as well.

1. The Mesha Stele, also known as the Moabite Stone,
records the rebellion of Mesha, King of Moab, against
Israel just after King Omri (876-869 BC).

2. The Black Obelisk of Assyrian King Shalmaneser Il
(859-824 Bc) shows Israel’s next king, Jehu (842-815 BC),
paying tribute and allegiance to Assyria. This event is
not recorded in the Old Testament.

3. A jasper seal found at Megiddo from the time of
Jeroboam Il (786-746 BC) names King Jeroboam.

4.The Khorsabad Annals describe the reign and fall of
Samaria to Assyria’s Sargon |l (722-705 BC) in 722 BC

Mesha Stele (2 Kings 17).
(Moabite Stone)

5. Sennacherib’s Prism gives an account of the siege of
Jerusalem in 701 Bc during Hezekiah'’s reign (715-687 BC;
see 2 Kings 18:13-19:37; Isa. 36-39).

Scene on the Black Obelisk; Jehu before Shalmaneser llI
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STILL THE PEOPLE OF GOD
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Solomon’s Dedication of the Temple (2 Chron. ‘2) by William Brassey Hole

Pre, Post, and Purpose

Exilic Time The Pentateuch—the first five books of the Bible—provides an
identity to the Israelites as God’s people as they were about

to enter the Promised Land. Similarly, the book of Chronicles
provides an identity to the Israelites who returned from the
Babylonian exile to Jerusalem. The book reviews the historical
and theological continuity that exists between the pre-exilic
community and the post-exilic one.

For convenience, scholars
often use the words
pre-exilic, exilic, and
post-exilic to describe three
important periods in Israel’s
history. Pre-exilic refers to the

time before the 586 B exile Unlike Samuel and Kings that try to explain the reasons
to Babylon. Exilic refers to the that led to the terrible exile, Chronicles wants to connect the
time the Israelites were in recently arrived Jews to their history. The promise and hope
Babylon (586539 or for a restored Israel is found in the ancient history of the

people, a history that the Jews must remember, understand,

515 Bc). Post-exilic refers to
and make their own.

the time after the Israelites

had returned to Jerusalem Through genealogies, remembered history, connection with

(after 539-515 BC because the Davidic kingdom and covenant, and God'’s activities in

they returned in three Israel, especially in Judah, the book identifies what it means

separate waves). to be God’s people once again in the land. Although a hopeful
N ... time, it is still a time of uncertainty. Israel is not a kingdom,

— 66




a nation, because it is a vassal region of the Persian Empire. The land where the
returning Jews dwell is a city, Jerusalem, a destroyed city without walls or a temple.
The returned Jews were direct historical and spiritual descendants of ancient Israel,

especially of the Davidic line.

However, the history the Chronicler has narrated must be a warning against
complacency, rebellion, and idolatry. The monarchy cannot be successful without God
as the true King. The words of the prophets are God’s warning system to his people;
they must be carefully heard. The instructions of the Torah are more than empty
rituals; they teach God’s people how to approach and please the King. God’s warnings
to Israel’s unfaithfulness are not empty threats. God punishes rebellion.

Outline

1. Genealogies from Adam to Saul (1 Chron. 1-9)

2. David’s Kingship (1 Chron. 10-29)

Death of Saul (10)

Rise of David (11-12)

David and the ark (13-17)

David’s wars (18-20)

David’s census (21-27)

David’s speeches (28:1-29:20)

Solomon’s rise to the kingship (29:21-30)

@m~pange

3. Solomon’s Kingship (2 Chron. 1-9)
a. Solomon’s wisdom (1)
b. Solomon and the temple (2-7)
¢. Reign of Solomon (8-9)

4. The Kings of Judah (2 Chron. 10-36)
a. Division of the kingdom (10:1-11:4)
b. Reign of Rehoboam (11:5-12:16)
¢. Reign of the kings of Judah (13:1-36:14)
d. Babylonian exile and Cyrus’s decree (36:15-23)

Background

Author and Date: A Jewish tradition attributes the
book to Ezra the scribe. Although it is plausible, it
is almost impossible to know who wrote the book.
The author may have been an educated priest. The
book shows great interest in and familiarity with
the temple and the worship of the Lord. Since the
genealogy list goes at least two generations after
Zerubbabel, and the name of the money received
for the temple is mentioned (darics, the official coin
name of the Persian empire, see 1 Chron. 29:7),

1&2 CHRONICLES

Naming Chronicles

In the Hebrew Bible, this book doesn’t follow
the traditional way to get a name: using
the first few words of the book (in the case
of this book, the first words are the names
of Adam, Seth, and Enoch). Rather, the
name of the book is dibre hayyamim, “the
annals (events, happenings) of the days.”
The Greek translation of the Hebrew Old
Testament—the Septuagint—used the
term paraleipomena, which means “things
omitted” or “supplements.” For the Greek
translators, the book of Chronicles repeated
the information of Samuel and Kings and
supplemented them with new information.
In the fourth century Ap Jerome, who made
the Latin translation of the Bible—the
“Vulgate”—described the book as a
chronicle, a summary of divine history. From
that description, the German Reformer and
translator Martin Luther in the sixteenth
century AD used the title of Chronicles. As
with Samuel and Kings, Chronicles was
originally one book. When the Jewish
translators made the Greek translation of
the Hebrew Bible—the Septuagint—the
book was too long to fit into one book. For
practical reasons, they divided the book into
1and 2 Chronicles.
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these would suggest that the book might THE DIVIDED KINGDOM
have been written in the middle or the Ganaan Dvided | Meditenrancan Sea Hamath®
end of the fifth century (450—400 BC). by the Twelve Tribes (Great Sea)
However, many scholars have proposed Reuben
a later date in the 300’s and the 200’s BC. Simeon
Zebulun
Another consideration for dating the text ;l;(:]ah GESHUR
of Chronicles is the historical background: Naphtali .
amascus
1. Babylon exiled the southern kingdom i::er ioch ARAM
Of Judah iI‘l 586 BC. Issachar Tyr ke Huloah
. . . Manasseh '
2. Babylon fell to the Persian Empire in Ephram LT S —
- - ane  eAshtoroth
539 BC. ' ' Benjamin Mt Ca{,?;%' :(?E:g:Nazre::Q \\ o
3. The Persian king, Cyrus the Great, ISRAE Beth Shanl
allowed all exiled peoples of the (Nothern Kingdom) CANAAN / (s.,2535=15 'Ja"§5“'9"ead

Vke‘he“ ° (%?;a‘lzlm%mman
S :Guer_ fericho (Philadelphia)

A AMMON

empire to return to their homelands
in 538 BC. A group of Jews returned to

Jerusalem. JUDAH
(Southern Kingdom)

4. In 536 BC, the returned Jews began the

Beer-sHebae
rebuilding of the temple. h S
’
5. The second temple, also called AMALEK NEfEfV' EDOM
Zerubbabel’s temple, was completed Kadesh-b&;eao o
in 516 BC. _=

6. Another group of Jews returned to Jerusalem from Mesopotamia in 558-557 BC.
The priest and scribe Ezra returned to Jerusalem with them.

7. A third wave of Jewish exiles returned to Jerusalem around 445 BC. The Persian king
Artaxerxes I named Nehemiah governor of the Yudit Province. He arrived with the
other Jews to Jerusalem and began the construction of the walls around Jerusalem.

Many scholars believe that Chronicles was written before Ezra and Nehemiah and by a
different author.

[11006¢ | 1000 ¢ |9008c |8005c
1 Chronicles 2 Chronicles
1 Samuel 2 Samuel 1Kings 2 Kings
P Judges United Kingdom Era Divided Kingdom Era
King Saul ¢. 1051-1011 e Kingdom divides into Northern (Israel)

and Southern (Judah) 931
Prophet Elijah c. 870-845
Prophet Elisha c. 845-800

King David c. 1011-971
King Solomon c. 971-931

o Solomon’s temple (first temple)

(Kings listed by dates of reign) completed 960
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Themes

Faithfulness of God. God was faithful to Israel in the past and he would be again
in their time. The Israelites had returned with the protection and permission of the
Persian king, but they knew that God brought them back to Jerusalem.

Kingship. The kings were central in the life of Israel until the exile. The Israelites were
no longer a nation, so they did not have a king. Yet, their history told them that God
was their King, and he had promised that one day a human king would sit on the
throne of David, restore Israel, defeat its enemies, and bring Israel into God’s peace.
That promise, the coming of the Messiah, is a central hope in the book of Chronicles.

David. Two crucial themes related to David are showcased in the book of Chronicles:
(1) David’s kingship and (2) God’s covenant with him. His kingship is looked to as a

source of hope and continuity. The covenant between God and David is the basis for

creating a new community of restored Jews in Jerusalem.

Temple. The temple was important because it was the visible representation of God’s
presence. It dominated the view on Mt. Zion, and reminded Israel that God’s presence
with them was a sign of his faithfulness to the covenant and the fulfillment of his
promises.

Unity of Israel. As a group of Jews returned to Jerusalem, there were no longer two
nations in opposition to each other (Israel and Judah). They were just one people

in one city struggling to survive, rebuild, and find an identity as God’s people. The
unity of the people and the promises of restoration of all of Israel were central to that
community.

| 700 B |600 BC |500 BC
e Ezra & Nehemiah

King Jeroboam Il of Israel 793—746 King Josiah of Judah 641-609 e (yrus’s edict allows Jews to return 538
King Hoshea of Israel 732-722 e Fall of Nineveh, Assyria 612
® Israel (Northern Kingdom) o First exile of Jews to Babylon 605

falls to Assyria 722

King Hezekiah of Judah 716-687
King Manasseh of Judah 697643 o Judah falls to Babylonia; temple destroyed 586

o Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597




HisToRICAL BooOKs

Key People

David - King of Israel, he unified the tribes and the kingdoms. God made a covenant
with him to have one of his descendants on the throne of Israel forever.

Nathan - Prophet who ministered during the reign of David. He faced David about
his sin, brought word from God regarding the temple and God’s covenant with
David, and was part of the choosing of Solomon.

Solomon — David’s son, he inherited the throne and built the temple of Jerusalem for
the Lord. Under him, Israel experienced peace and prosperity.

Rehoboam - Solomon’s son, his lack of wisdom caused the kingdom to divide into
the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah.

Hezekiah - Thirteenth king of Judah, he listened to the advice of the prophet Isaiah,
remained faithful to God, and was granted peace and safety for the kingdom.

Josiah - Sixteenth king of Judah and Hezekiah's great-grandson, he remained faithful
to God and brought about a spiritual revival in the kingdom.

Cyrus - Persian King who conquered Babylon and extended the Persian Empire. He
pronounced a decree that allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem. He also provided
funds to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.

Genealogies

We find genealogies all over the Bible, especially in the Old
Testament. These often long and tedious lists of names have
two important purposes:

1. Genealogies establish a sense of continuity between
generations. It is an essential source of identity for a
person or a group. In the Old Testament, a link to Abraham
connected individuals to the covenant and its promises.
For the Israelites, their connection to the ancestors of the
faith connected them also to God.
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2. Another central role of genealogies was to connect
people to royal lines. The ancient Babylonians, for
example, wrote long lists of kings that connected later
kings with the early, founders of the empire. Such
connections legitimized their rule before the people and
their gods. In the book of Chronicles, the long genealogy A st i e
at the beginning of the book (1-9) connects the returning *‘*'*1*’*’i*“"'a- e
Jews to the royal line of David.
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Key Verses

And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with
wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and
understands every desire and every thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if
you forsake him, he will reject you forever—1 Chron. 28:9

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin
and will heal their land.—2 Chron. 7:14

Being God’s People

Then: God had promised to restore his people to the land. His promise was partially
tulfilled in the return of the Jews during the Persian rule. In this, God’s faithfulness
assured the people that his presence and his promises were still valid for them.
However, as the other prophets understood and Chronicles implies, the complete
fulfillment of God’s promises hadn’t arrived yet. The promised Messiah would one
day come to finish the work that began in 538 BC.

Now: God continues to expect obedience and loyalty from his people. It is not an
obedience born out of fear or obligation. The obedience God expects from his people
is born from our faith in Christ. Our obedience does not earn us “brownie points”
with God. Our obedience—good works, proper worship, love of our neighbors
including our enemies, our help and love for the needy and the weak—reflects our
faith in God, our trust that God provides, protects, and cares.

Jesus in Chronicles

In Chronicles, God began to fulfill his promise to restore Israel by bringing them
back from exile. The hopeful ending anticipates a time that goes back to David’s
kingdom, with Israel once again a united people in the Promised Land. In Jesus, God
showed his intention to restore humanity as a whole through David’s descendant,
the Messiah, God’s own Son. Jesus is the fulfillment of that ancient promise to save
humanity from the bondage of sin, restore them to a relationship with God, and
renew their hearts and minds.
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A FAITH UNDER SIEGE

One Book or Two?

In the Hebrew Bible these
two books are one work.
The Jewish scholars who
were dedicated to copying
the Hebrew text developed
a system to count syllables
and words to ensure the
accuracy of the copy. In
their counting of words,
Nehemiah 3:32 is the center
of the books. Origen in the
third century Ap was the
first Christian scholar who
divided the books into two.
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Purpose

Unlike the Israelites who entered the Promised Land many
centuries before under Joshua’s leadership, the Jews who
came back from exile to Jerusalem were not a conquering
army. Rather, they were a religious community of builders
who built first the temple, then the city walls, and in the
process the community itself. It was a community in constant
danger: from outside, they faced opposition to building the
temple of the Lord and rebuilding the walls of the city; from
inside, they faced the threats of rebellion and apathy.

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah follow a similar pattern.
The royal court of Persia authorizes them to rebuild the
temple; then there is a journey, opposition, and success. Ezra
and Nehemiah look at that history with the eyes of faith and
discern God’s actions in their time. The actions of the Persian
kings are, in fact, God’s own actions.

More specifically, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah relate the

life-and-death struggle the community experienced to fulfill its calling to build. The
restored community of Jerusalem experienced a social and spiritual siege. At stake was
not land or political power, but rather spiritual faithfulness to God.
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Outline

1. Rebuilding the Temple (Ezra 1-6)
a. Cyrus’'decree to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem (1)
b. Restored exiles rebuild the temple (2-3)
c. Opposition of the enemies (4)
d. Temple rebuilt and dedicated (5-6)

2. The Restored Community and the Law of Moses (Ezra 7-10)
a. With royal authorization, Ezra returns to Jerusalem (7-8)
b. Internal opposition: intermarriage that leads to idolatry (9-10)

3. Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem (Neh. 1-6)
a. Nehemiah obtains royal authorization to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (1)
b. Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem as governor of the province (2-3)
c. Opposition of the enemies (4:1-6:14)
d. The wall is rebuilt (6:15-19)

4. The Restored Community and Nehemiah’s Reforms (Neh. 7-13)
Administration of Jerusalem (7:1-3)

Genealogical registry of the Israelites in Jerusalem (7:4-73)
Reading of the law (8)

The communities repentance and covenant renewal (9:1-12:26)
Dedication of the walls (12:27-47)

Nehemiah’s reforms (13)

o on oo
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2 Chronicles Ezra & Nehemiah
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e (yrus’s edict allows Jews to return 538
Rebuilding of temple 536—516 e Ezra sent to Judah 457
Zerubbabel and Joshua 520-516

o Fall of Nineveh 612

o First exile of Jews to Babylon 605 Haggai c. 520 Nehemiah governs
[Zéchariah ¢. 520-518 Judah 444432
e Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597 WRlachi (date unknown)
I = Minor Prophet (listed by dates of ministry) ~® Judah (Southern Kingdom) falls to Joel (date unknown)

Babylonia; temple destroyed 586
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Background

Author: Based on an ancient Jewish and Christian tradition, the books of Ezra and
Nehemiah are attributed to one author, usually Ezra, the scribe. Ezra’s training as a court
scribe would have prepared him to compile different sources, such as his own memoirs,
Nehemiah’s memoirs, and other official documents from before his time in Jerusalem.

Date: The books of Ezra and Nehemiah cover almost a century of history. Ezra 1-6
covers 537-515 BC and Ezra 7-Nehemiah 13 covers 458—433 BC. It is not clear when the
books were written and finalized. It is quite possible that the books were finished as late
as 400 BC, though some scholars argue that the final form of the books might have been

finished as late as 300 BC.

Setting: Because of Israel’s unfaithfulness, God punished Israel. In 722 Bc, the
Assyrians conquered and exiled the northern kingdom of Israel. In 586 BC, the
Babylonians destroyed and exiled the southern kingdom of Judah. Babylon itself was
taken over by the Persian king Cyrus in 539 BC. Ezra and Nehemiah mention four
Persian kings: Cyrus (who reigned between 559-530 BC), Darius I (521486 BC), Xerxes I
or Ahasuerus (485465 BC), and Artaxerxes I (465—424 BC). These kings expanded the
Persian empire westward, including into Egypt and parts of Greece. The power and
influence of the Persian empire lasted until 330 BC, when the Macedonian Alexander
the Great defeated the Persian armies and entered the cities of Susa and Persepolis.

Cyrus the Great reorganized the empire into administrative provinces or districts.
Jerusalem was part of the Arabian province. After praying to God, Nehemiah, a
cupbearer of the Persian King Artxerxes I, requested permission and support from
the king to return and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. The king granted Nehemiah’s
request and named him governor of Judea and Jerusalem the administrative center of

the region. The story of Ezra and Nehemiah allows us to see
the precarious life the Jews in Jerusalem had. The dangers
were more than just physical: the very existence of the
community as the remnant of God’s people was in danger.
Ezra and Nehemiah responded to these very concrete and
immediate physical, social, political, and spiritual needs.

Themes

Faithfulness of God. Isaiah 40-50 anticipated the
restoration of Israel to the land after the exile as a second
exodus. The first section of Ezra suggests that the restoration
of Jews under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua was
another exodus. God showed his faithfulness to his promises
through his prophets and restored Israel to the Promised
Land.

Cupbearer

This official court position
was a great responsibility

in the ancient world. The
cupbearer ensured that the
king’s wine was safe—not
poisoned. It was a position
of great trust and closeness.
Nehemiah’s official position
as cupbearer granted him
direct interaction with King
Artaxerxes | and an amount
of intimacy—note that the
king perceived that Nehemiah
was sad (Neh. 2:2).
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Divine Providence. Although the main actions in the books (returning to Jerusalem
to build the temple, sending Ezra to teach God’s law to the restored Jews, sending
Nehemiah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem) appear on the surface to be the Persian
king’s initiative, the books show that God is acting behind the scenes to fulfill his
promises.

Consecration. In a way, Ezra and Nehemiah are the stories of two walls. The wall of
stone built by Nehemiah physically separated the Israelites from their enemies. This
wall provided safety to the community to be consecrated to God. The second “wall”
provided a spiritual and moral boundary that kept the community safe to be God’s
covenant people and to avoid the sins of the past. This “wall” consisted of God’s
law, which Ezra was entrusted to teach. God’s law provided a separation from other
people and allowed the Jews to consecrate themselves to God.

God’s People. As a community of
builders, they learned to survive in their
unstable situation, while also hoping for a
more complete restoration of Israel’s good
fortunes.

Key People

Ezra — Scribe and teacher of God’s law.
He returned to Jerusalem with the second
wave of Jews from Babylon.

The Cyrus Cylinder. A nine-inch long clay

Nehemiah — Cupbearer of the Persian cylinder found at ancient Babylon, dating to
King Artaxerxes. He led more exiles back around 539 sc. The cylinder narrates Cyrus'’s
to Jerusalem, became governor, and led conquest of Babylon in 539 Bc. It also includes

1. ) the king’s edict to allow exiled peoples to
the rebuilding of the walls of the city. return to their homelands and restore their

) ) religious and social lives.
Cyrus — Persian king who allowed the

Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the
temple.

Zerubbabel — Descendant of David, he led the Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the
temple.

Darius | — Persian king who supported the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem.

Artaxerxes | — Persian king who commissioned Ezra to go to Jerusalem to teach
God’s law to the returned exiles.

Sanballat — Governor of Samaria, he attempted to hinder the rebuilding of the walls
of Jerusalem (Neh. 2-6).

Tobiah — An Ammonite official who tried to thwart the rebuilding of the walls of
Jerusalem (Neh. 2-6).
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Key Verses

Praise be to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, who has put it into the king’s heart to bring
honor to the house of the LORD in Jerusalem in this way.—Ezra 7:27

They stood where they were and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a
quarter of the day, and spent another quarter in confession and in worshiping the LORD their
God.—Neh. 9:3

Being God’s People

Then: The returned exiles faced a hostile environment in Jerusalem. The peoples of
the land, most likely people’s from many places of the ancient Near East that were
brought in from their homelands, represented a physical and spiritual danger for the
community. Ezra and Nehemiah erected walls to protect the people and allow them
to settle once again in the land. The walls of Jerusalem represented God’s protective
care for his people. The walls of the Torah—Moses” Law—represented God’s desire to
consecrate his people and make them holy.

Now: Jesus’ prayer expresses a view similar to Ezra and Nehemiah: “My prayer is not
that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They
are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is
truth” (John 17:15-17). Jesus’ prayer “builds a wall” of protection around his disciples
as they remain in the world. Just like Ezra’s wall—Torah—Jesus’ wall is also God’s
Word.

Jesus in Ezra and Nehemiah

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah show the fulfillment of God’s promises to restore
Israel. However, the promise was only partially fulfilled. The complete fulfillment of
God’s promise occurs in Jesus.

Temple Time Line

The Tabernacle Solomon’s Temple Zerubbabel’s Temple Herod’s
Temple
—— 1446 sc 586 sc 20 8sc
Tabernacle built at Temple destroyed Former temple enlarged
God’s direction by Moses. by Babylonians. by King Herod the Great
960 sc 516 sc ap 70
Temple built by Temple rebuilt, Temple destroyed
King Solomon. but not as glorious. by Romans
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COURAGE IN DIFFICULT TIMES
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Esther Denouncing Haman by Ernest Normand

Purpose

The book of Esther is the story of an orphan, Jewish girl thrown into a world of
political intrigue and power plays in the Persian court in Susa. Although the book
does not mention God, his hand is seen throughout the story. Esther became a queen
and had to make choices that required much courage and faith. The book offers
reassurance that even when God seems to be absent from our world or suffering, he
is ever present, interested, and ready to act. The book affirms in narrative form what
the apostle Paul affirms in his letter to the Romans: “And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). Another important purpose of the book is establishing the
celebration of Purim. This feast celebrates God’s deliverance of his people from the
Haman’s evil plans.

| 600 ¢ | 5008¢ 4005
> 2 Chronicles Ezra & Nehemiah
- 2 Kings
» Divided Kingdom Exile Restoration of Jerusalem >
o Fall of Nineveh 612 o (yrus'edict allows Jews to return 538 e Ezrasent to Judah 457
o First exile of Jews to Babylon 605 Rebuilding of temple 536-516 Nehemiah governs
o Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597 Haggai c. 520 Judah 444-432
o Judah falls to Babylonia 586 Zechariah c. 520-518 Malachi (date unknown)
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Outline

1. Introductions: The Setting and the Characters (1-2)
a. King Xerxes and Queen Vashti (1:1-2:4)
b. Mordecai and Esther (2:5-2:23)

2. Of Banquets, Plots, and Survival (3:1-9:19)
a. Haman'’s plot to destroy the Jews (3)
b. Mordecai and Esther take action; Esther’s banquet (4:1-5:8)
¢. Haman tries to destroy Mordecai; the king honors Mordecai
and Haman is humiliated (5:9-6:14)
d. Esther’s second banquet; Haman'’s plot is revealed (7)
e. Haman is destroyed and the safety of the Jews is assured (8:1-9:19)

3. Time to Celebrate: Purim (9:20-10:3)
a. The Feast of Purim is established (9:20-9:32)
b. Mordecai becomes the second in rank in the kingdom (10)

The Book
of Esther

In the Hebrew Bible, the
book of Esther is part of

the Megillot, which means
“scrolls.” Esther is read
during the Feast of Purim,
which happens on the

14th or 15th of Adar—in
February or March. The
Dead Sea Scrolls, an ancient
library of biblical books

and other ancient writings
discovered in 1947, contain
copies of all books of the Old
Testament except for Esther.

Background

Author: Although unknown, the author demonstrates
firsthand knowledge of the Persian court. This knowledge
suggests that the author could have been a Jew in exile
around the time the events happened.

Date: It is not possible to know with precision when
the book was written. However, we can narrow down
the time of writing to the period between when Xerxes I
(also known as Ahasuerus) reigned over Persia (486—-465
BC) and the fall of the Persian empire to the Macedonian
conqueror Alexander the Great (331 BC).

Setting: The events in the book of Esther occurred while
the Jews were in exile. Around the middle of the fifth
century BC, some Jews had returned to the Promised Land
(see the books of Ezra and Nehemiah). However, many
Jews remained in Babylon and Persia, as the stories of
Daniel and Esther show.

The book of Esther is notable for its lack of references to

God. The lack of references to God is especially noticeable when considering that
the events in the book happened while the Jews were in exile in Persia. God’s people
had been for decades in a hostile environment, away from the Promised Land, and
without a temple. If they had spent many years learning how to be God’s people
with God dwelling in their midst, now they needed to learn how to be God’s people
away from the land, without a temple, and surrounded by people with different

beliefs.
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Themes

God'’s protects his people even when he appears absent.
God blesses courage and faithfulness in his people.
God is faithful to his promises.

Human wickedness is foolish and will not go
unpunished.

Key Verses

“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance
for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have
come to your royal position for such a time as this?” Then
Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the
Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for
three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you
do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is
against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”—Est. 4:14-16

Purim

The word pur is Akkadian—the
language of ancient Babylon
and Assyria. The biblical writer
explains that the word pur
means “lot” (Est. 9:24). Haman
cast lots to choose a day to
destroy the Jews. However,
God's plans were different.
Instead of destroying the Jews,
God chose that day to deliver
them and grant them victory.
The feast of Purim derives its
name from this word.

79 —
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Key People

Character Genealogy Actions in History
King m Persian king 1 The king in the book of Esther
Ahasuerus m Son of Darius | of the n Invaded Greece, but later defeated by Greece
(Xerxes) royal Persian line m Assassinated by courtiers
Queen m Queen of King Xerxes 1 Loses her position as queen for disobeying the
Vashti » May be Amestris, king’s orders
daughter of Otanes
Mordecai a1 Son of Jair (Esther 2:5) of m Raised his cousin Esther
the first royal line of Israel m Prevented the assassination of the king
(Kish/Saul 1 Sam. 9:1) 1 Became the king’s main advisor
Esther 1 Mordecai’s cousin 1 Lost both of her parents; raised by her cousin.
1 Wins over the king to become queen in a
dangerous time
m Saves the Jewish people from extermination
Haman 1 Born of the royal line of 1 King's main advisor
the Amalekites (line of n Plots the destruction of all the Jews in the
King Agag). Persian empire
1 Is hung on the gallows

Being God’s People

R )
Then: God promises to be with his people = T

(Gen. 28:15; Ex. 33:14; Isa. 43:2; Matt. 28:20).
The book of Esther shows that, although
God is apparently absent in the story, his
protection is ever present with his people.

Now: Faith is active. God expects us to
exercise our faith, as Esther did, especially
in times of danger, uncertainty, or
suffering. The activity is not moved by
“blind faith.” Rather, by a faith that knows
God to be present, powerful, and willing to
act on our behalf.

Jesus in Esther

Although God is not explicitly named in
the book, his presence is unmistakable
throughout the story. In our busy lives,
we often go on living as if Jesus were not
present in our lives. Yet, as in Esther, he is ever present and interested in our lives.

Queen Esther by Andrea Castagno




POETRY & WISDOM BOOKS

WISDOM AND SONGS FOR LIFE

What Are the Poetry and Wisdom Books?

Poetry &
This section is composed of five books, four of them are written Wisdom
in poetry: Job (most of it), Psalms, Proverbs, and Song of Songs.

. : : : : Job

Ecclesiastes is written mostly in prose, with a long poem at the end of
the book. These books are different from the rest of the Old Testament LT
because they do not deal directly with Israel’s life at a specific time s
in history. Rather, they reflect on the life of God’s people and their Ecclesiastes
relationship with God in a more general way. Song of Songs

Hebrew poetry is not always easy to distinguish from prose. Prose

is writing that reproduces the way we normally speak. Besides being the Word of
God, the Old Testament is also beautiful, carefully written literature. So prose can be
as beautiful as poetry. Poetry exists in other books of the Old Testament: the song of
Moses in Exodus, the song of Deborah in Judges, and many passages in the prophets.

Wisdom books deal with questions that affect humans everywhere and at any time:

Questions about human suffering, death, what makes for a good life, knowledge for
living. Poetry has a unique ability to express deep feelings and thoughts in effective
and beautiful ways. For that reason, poetry is the perfect instrument for wisdom.

Poetry and Wisdom Books Today

These books continue to be important for Christians today. Their main themes—praise
and prayer, guidance for holy lives, our inner relationship with God and others around
us—and their powerful, evocative language continue to shape the hearts and minds of
God’s people. As we read Psalms, meditate on Proverbs, are moved by the beauty of
Songs of Songs, and wrestle with the difficult topics of Job and Ecclesiastes, the Holy
Spirit transforms and renews our hearts and minds.

How to Read Poetry and Wisdom

In English, poetry is characterized primarily by meter and rhyme. Old Testament
poetry is characterized primarily by terseness, parallelism, and imagery. Hebrew
poetry is composed with short lines that say much with a few words. It is, perhaps,
because of this characteristic that poetry is able to express concepts that are almost
impossible to express otherwise.

Parallel lines are an important feature of biblical poetry. For example, English-
language proverbs normally have one line—"a penny saved is a penny earned.”
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Hebrew poetry normally has two or three lines—"A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct,
but a man of understanding delights in wisdom” (Prov. 10:23). The sense of the poem
is found in the interplay of these lines. Parallelism means that the second line of

the verse advances the thought of the first line in some way. Determining how this
movement occurs allows us to understand the sense and meaning of the poem.

There are different kinds of parallelism; the following examples from the book of
Proverbs are the most common types of parallelism in the Wisdom and Poetry Books.

Kings take In this example, we find these parallels:

pleasure in 1 Kings is the main subject of the whole verse.

honest lips; ) ) ) .

they value a m Taking pleasure is parallel to value. However, valuing something is a step

beyond merely taking pleasure.

man who speaks
the truth (16:13). m Honest lips is parallel to a man who speaks the truth. Although both expressions
mean the same, the second one further specifies what honest lips are.

1 Some call this type of parallelism synonymous parallelism.
A fool finds This verse presents a contrast which provides the parallelism.
pleasurein 1 A fool is contrasted with a man of understanding.
evil conduct, . .

1 Another parallel is the action of each person: one finds pleasure whereas
but a man of .

. the other delights. The two concepts are closely related, though the first one
understanding . .
- . seems more impulsive.

delights in
wisdom (10:23). 1 The true contrast is on what each one finds delight in: the fool finds pleasure

in evil conduct, while the man of understanding delights in wisdom.

1 The final contrast is the key to the verse. Like the rest of Proverbs, the book
invites its readers to delight in wisdom.

m Some call this contrasting parallel antithetical parallelism.

In addition to terseness and parallel lines, Hebrew poetry also contains heightened
imagery. Powerful images—metaphors—have a way of dwelling in and sparking our
imaginations so we understand God’s revelation to us in exceptional ways. These are
images such as God is king—of course he is more than a king; in fact, he is the King of
kings, the image can only go so far—shepherd, rock, and so on. In Proverbs, wisdom

is personalized as a woman. And, of course, the wonderful, though often difficult to
understand, images in the book of Song of Songs: eyes are compared to doves, hair to a
flock of goats, teeth to newly shorn ewes, neck to the tower of David, and so on. Today,
one could hardly use those images to describe a beloved. This shows we must be
careful when understanding the images of poetical texts, which draw from the cultural
world of ancient Israel.
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WISDOM, SUFFERING, AND GOD’S PEOPLE

Job and His Friends by llya Repin

Purpose

The book of Job looks at the problem of human suffering. The book concludes that to
deal with suffering, believers do not need knowledge but trust. It is the story of a just
man who, unaware of the conversations happening in the celestial court between God
and Satan, finds his life overthrown. His painful experience and intense conversations
invite us to reflect about suffering and justice.

The conversations between Job and his friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu—
show the limits of human wisdom. What the book of Job establishes is that God is
sovereign over all created beings and nature. God is far beyond our experience and
understanding. Our wisdom can never fully fathom his ways and plans.

God created all things. He is in control of the universe. Most often, we cannot see or
understand his rule behind the scenes. However, God wants us to trust in his wisdom,
his goodness, and his plans. At the end of the book, Job comes to know that there is a
good, holy, just, and compassionate God who loves him and cares for him.

Outline

1. Introduction in Prose (1:1-2:13)
a. Job, arighteous person (1:1-5)
b. First test (1:6-22)
c. Second test (2:1-13)
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2. Cycle of Dialogues as Poetry (3:1-27:23)
a. Job’s lament (3:1-26)
b. First cycle (4:1-14:22)
¢. Second cycle (15:1-21:34)
d. Third cycle (22:1-27:23)

3. Poem about Wisdom (28:1-28)

4. Monologues as Poetry (29:1-42:6)
a. Job’'s final speech (29:1-31:40)
b. Elihu’s monologue (32:1-37:24)
¢. Divine monologue (38:1-42:6)

5. Conclusion in Prose (42:7-17)
a. God rebukes Job's friends (42:7-9)
b. God restores Job (42:10-17)

Job Rebuked by His Friends by William Blake

Background

Author and Date: The book of Job is an anonymous work. Although we can read in
between the lines to find out some characteristics about the author, we do not know
enough to decide who the author might have been or when the book was written. The
story seems to take place around the time when Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were alive.
Some scholars believe that Moses was the author of the book.

Other scholars believe that, based on oral traditions, a wisdom teacher during the time
of the kings (possibly around the time of King Solomon) wrote the book of Job. Others
suggest that the book was written during or after the Babylonian exile (around 586 BC).

However, the themes of the book are relevant for all people in all places and at all times
regardless of who wrote the book or when it was written.

The Story: Think of the book of Job as a sandwich. The book has two frames, the bread
in the sandwich, written in prose. In a sandwich, the slices hold and give structure

to the most important part of the meal, the center: the meat with the vegetables and
cheese. Without the center, the sandwich would be only two slices of bread. Without
the bread, the center would be a very different meal. To enjoy it as a sandwich, the meal
must be eaten together. So, with the book of Job, the prose bookends give structure to
the poetical sections in the middle.

In the first prose section (the bread) we learn about God’s conversation with Satan. Satan
appears to question Job’s integrity, arguing that he worships and trusts God only because
God provides for him and protects him. In reality, Satan is questioning God’s integrity. Job’s
refusal to sin shuts Satan’s argument down.

The theological problem about God’s integrity has been solved, but Job is still left with his
suffering. And the series of dialogues and monologues (the meat) begin with Job expressing
his terrible grief. Three of his friends come to console him: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar.
Their speeches move from words of encouragement and empathy to accusations against
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Job’s integrity. Throughout the dialogues, Job reaffirms his integrity and innocence. Job’s
friends are wisdom teachers, so they are using traditional wisdom to persuade Job.

The speeches of Job’s friends grow progressively shorter—the order of the speeches is
always Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. Eventually, Job’s arguments make them remain quiet.
Job defends his integrity with great passion. Job appeals to the covenant. He complains
that although he had been faithful to the covenant, God refuses to play by the rules!

(Job 9:1-35).

After Job’s friends run out of arguments, a new friend shows up, Elihu. Elihu says in his
speech that although he is young, his wisdom should not be brushed off. He makes similar
arguments as the other friends, and concludes that Job is suffering because he has sinned.
Although Elihu does not really add anything new to the discussion, the repetition of the
arguments emphasizes the inability of human wisdom to fully understand suffering.

Throughout his speeches, Job requests a personal interview with God to have a chance to
defend his innocence (23:2-7). Unexpectedly, he gets his chance when God speaks to him
from a storm. However, rather than answering Job’s many questions and challenges, God
raises questions of his own. God’s questions relate to the creation and operation of the
universe, as well as the wisdom and power necessary to care for the creation.

The divine speeches do not answer Job’s questions. Rather, they move the focus from
Job’s suffering to God. When it comes to suffering, the answers are not found in human
wisdom. The answers to the human predicament, whether it is suffering, or sin, or grief,
or anything else, are found in God, in focusing and trusting the God who created and
sustains creation.

Job is left speechless. He acknowledges God’s power, confesses his own ignorance and
limitations, and sees God in a new light. He knows God. And that knowledge, not the

reasons for his suffering, leaves him satisfied. Job finds comfort in God’s presence and

power.

In the story, in his speech, God replies to those questioning his honor. His ways are not our
ways, and his thoughts are not our thoughts. He also replies in the last prose section (the
other slice of bread) to Job’s friends, who misrepresent God and try to place him in a box,
acting as if they fully understand his ways and plans. God defends Job and rebukes Job’s
friends. To confirm God’s words about Job—God had called Job blameless and upright
(1:8)—he instructs Job’s friends, “So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my
servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you,
and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not
spoken the truth about me, as my servant Job has” (42:8).

Themes

Divine Wisdom. Although God has revealed to us his wisdom, especially in relation
to Jesus and his work of salvation, divine wisdom is far beyond human ability or
imagination. God’s wisdom can be seen in his works of creation.
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Divine Power. God's creative power did not stop when he finished the universe. God is
engaged with the world, ruling it, caring for it, and keeping the powers of evil in check.

Human Suffering. The book of Job does not answer the question of why suffering
exists. Instead, the book shows that trusting in God’s wisdom, power, and goodness is a
better comfort to those who suffer than having an answer.

Retribution. The story provides a correction for the basic idea of retribution. In the
books of Deuteronomy, Proverbs, many Psalms, and many other sections of the Old
Testament, the teaching of retribution correctly teaches that if you sin, then you will suffer.
However, Job’s friends turn the teaching on its head. They argued, if you are suffering,
then you must have sinned. The book of Job shows that to be a wrong teaching.

Key Verses

Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD
has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.—Job 1:21

I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And after my
skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh 1 will see God.—Job 19:25-26

My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself and
repent in dust and ashes.—]Job 42:5-6

Being God’s People

Then: Job is not identified as an Israelite in the story. However, God refers to him as
“my servant Job” (1:8). Job represents all of God’s people, all those who are God’s
servants. Human suffering is universal, and people suffering often want answers. Job
realized that he was not asking the most relevant question. It was not just a question of
suffering or justice. Rather, it was a question of trust.

Now: We cannot fully explain the existence of evil. However, God wants our trust. To
trust God we must know him, just like Job knew him. We need a personal encounter
with that wise, powerful, and good God who met Job from the storm. But we do not
need a storm to meet this God. We now can meet him in the person of Jesus Christ,
through the Holy Spirit.

Jesus in Job

Jesus experienced suffering and can empathize with our own suffering (Heb. 4:15).
Jesus, the innocent and righteous servant, suffered in our place and paid the price of
our sin. This same Jesus invites us to meet him, have a personal relationship with him,
and rest in him: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give
you rest” (Matt. 11:28). Trusting in Jesus does not give us all the answers to our many
doubts and questions. However, trusting in him gives abundant life, true and deep
peace, and comfort in times of suffering.




PSALMS

IN GOD’S PRESENCE THROUGH SONGS AND PRAYERS

Purpose

The book of Psalms is a compilation of many songs, by many
authors, over a long span of time. The book of Psalms is a
book of songs and prayers for God’s people. The psalms
provide us with the vocabulary of God’s people for worship.
How do we approach this holy, awesome, and terrifying
God? What words can we use to express our love, joy, praise,
sadness, anger, frustration, doubts, need for forgiveness, and
loneliness to God?

Because the psalms are poems, they have a wonderful way to
express the deepest emotions of our hearts. Whether in times
of suffering and sadness or joy and celebration, the psalms
have been close to God’s people at all times and places.
Poetry relies on heightened language and powerful images.
The psalms are terse and beautiful. They say much with a
few words and can express deep feelings that are not easily
spoken.

= 5

Psalms

The ancient Greek
translation of the Hebrew
Bible, the Septuagint,
calls this book psalmos,
which refers to stringed
instruments that
accompany songs. The word
psalmos is also used to
translate the Hebrew word
mizmor meaning “songs.”
The Hebrew name for the
book of Psalms is tehillim
which means “praises.”

87 —
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Psalms is also a book of instruction. It might not be coincidence that the psalms

are divided into five books, just like the Pentateuch, a book that instructs us what

it means to be God’s people. However, unlike the Pentateuch, the psalms do not

give instructions about how to pray and praise God. Rather, like Jesus did when his
disciples asked him to teach them how to pray, the psalms show us how to do it. As
the fourth-century theologian Athanasius famously wrote, “Most of Scripture speaks to
us; the Psalms speak for us.”

Finally, the psalms express God’s people’s longing for the coming of the Messiah. God
had promised through his prophets that a descendant of King David would always sit
on the throne of Israel. The promise of this anointed King, the Messiah, became one
with God’s other promises to restore and redeem his people and the world. Although
the psalms are not prophecies in the same sense as the prophetic books, they do
anticipate, so they speak prophetically about the coming of the Messiah. The New
Testament quotes or alludes to many psalms in connection to Jesus.

Outline

. Book 1 (Psalms 1-41)

—

N

. Book 2 (Psalms 42-72)

3. Book 3 (Psalms 73-89)
4. Book 4 (Psalms 90-106)
5. Book 5 (Psalms 107-150)

H«‘

BaCkg round David Playing the Harp by Jan de Bray

Author: The book of Psalms is a collection of collections. These collections were put
together at different times and for purposes we might never know. However, when
the songs and prayers were put together, along with an introduction (Ps. 1) and a
conclusion (146-150), the book of Psalms became a learning tool for God’s people.

One hundred and sixteen psalms have a title. It is not certain if the titles were part of
the original writing or were added at later dates. However, they do provide important
and helpful information. In general, the titles give information about the psalm’s
author, historical background, melody, use during worship, and a few other items.
According to the titles, some of the named authors of psalms were: David (73 times),
Asaph (12 times), the sons of Korah (11 times), Solomon (2 times), Jeduthun (4 times),
and Heman, Etan, and Moses (1 time each).

Date: Dating of individual psalms is difficult. The poems were collected over a long
period. Most were composed between the time of David (around 1000 BC) and the time
of Ezra (450 BO).
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Psalms 1-150

Five Books | 1 "l Y% \Y
(1-41) (42-72) (73-89) (90-106) (107-150)
Prayers of Communal In this This book This book
lament and laments book, the presents the declares that
expressions dominate prayers of answers to Godisin
of confidence the prayers lament and the bleakness control, will
in God in this book. distress of book lll. The redeem his
dominate this The book are more theme of “The people, and
book. ends with a intense and Lord Reigns” praises God'’s

royal psalm. bleak. dominates faithfulness
this book. and goodness.

Two Main First Collection Second Collection
Collections (2-89) (90-145)
Collections within the Collections: Collections within the Collections:
1. Introduction: Torah Psalms 1. “The Lord Reigns”
(Ps. 1) (93-100)
2. Two Davidic Collections 2. Hallelujah Psalms
(3-41 and 51-72) (111-118)
3. Two Collections of Temple Musicians 3. Songs of Ascent
Korah (42-49; 84-85; 87-88) (120-134)
Asaphat (50; 73-83) 4. Davidic Collection
(138-145)
5. Conclusion: Hallelujah Psalms
(146-150)

Genres in the Psalms

Genres are different kinds of writings—or paintings, for example—that share specific
elements of content and form. Most of the time we read the psalms in a devotional
way. This kind of reading is refreshing for our spirits and leads us closer to God and
other fellow believers. However, other times we may want to explore a psalm deeper.
In those times, knowing about their genres will help us in our spiritual exploration.
Each genre lists a sample of representative psalms for each of the following main
genres in the book of Psalms.

The Hymn. The beautiful and glorious songs of praise to God characterize the
psalms. These hymns highlight God’s character and deeds like his goodness, majesty,
and virtue (Ps. 8, 19, 29, 33, 65, 100, 145), or his righteous Kingship over all of creation
(47,93-99).

The Lament. Curiously, the psalms of lament outnumber any other type of psalm.
This fact might reflect the messiness of life, the many reasons for suffering and
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sadness. However, the psalms do not typically end in lament. They move from lament
to praise, from grief to joy. The conclusion of the psalms, the magnificent hallelujah
songs 146-150, reflect that with God, all tears will be dried, all sufferings will turn

to joy, and all injustices will receive the proper and righteous response. There are
individual prayers of lament (13, 22, 31, 42-43, 57, 139, etc.) and community laments
(12, 44, 80, 85, 90, 94). These prayers provide us with the language to ask God to
intervene in our favor. They might include a plea to God for help, the specific cause of
the suffering, a confession of faith or innocence, a curse of the enemies, confidence in
God’s response, and a song of thanksgiving for God’s intervention. Prayers of lament
may include one or more of these elements.

Songs of Thanksgiving. These songs focus on thanking God for his answer to a
specific request. The request is not always explicit in the song, though it seems that
they are connected to laments. Songs of thanksgiving can also be individual (32, 34, 92,
116, 118, 138) or communal (107, 124).

Songs Related to the Temple. Some songs were to remind the community of their
covenant with God (50, 81). Other songs, royal psalms, make mention of King David
or his descendants (2, 18, 110). Songs of Zion celebrate God’s presence with his people
(46, 84, 122). It appears that the singing of these psalms took place during the worship
at the temple in Jerusalem.

Teaching Psalms. Songs have a unique way of teaching the people who hear and

sing them. The wisdom psalms use traditional wisdom themes to guide and shape the
view of those singing them (37, 49, 73). Closely related to them, other psalms praise the
wonders of God’s law and encourage God’s people to obey it and delight in it (1, 19,
119).

Themes

The Lord Reigns. This is the main claim of the book of Psalms—and the whole Bible.

No matter who or what claims control over creation, God is the rightful and just ruler

of all. Psalms 47, 93, and 95-99 offer a splendid and beautiful account of the claim that
the Lord reigns.

Creation. One of the best examples of God’s rule over all is creation. God created
everything and sustains it with his power, wisdom, and justice (93, 104, 29).

Salvation. The Lord reigns because he has already defeated evil and has redeemed his
people (47, 68, 98, 114).

Judgment. The Lord reigns because his judgment is worthy, righteous, wise, and
universal (50, 82, 94, 96, 97, 105).

God’s People. God’s people are “the people of his pasture, the flock under his care”
(95:7; 100:3). God redeemed them (74) and has intervened in their history with power
and grace (44, 74, 77, 80).

The King. Unlike other cultures surrounding ancient Israel, the kings were not
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worshiped or held in higher esteem than other Israelites (see, for example, the story of
Naboth'’s vineyard in 1 Kings 21). The importance of the kings, however, was that God
chose them to work through them to carry on his divine purposes. Toward the end

of Psalms, the focus is more on the future king who is to come, who will restore and
redeem Israel. This promised King, the Messiah, became the emphasis of Israel’s hope
and longing.

Key Verses

O LORD, our LORD, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have
set your glory above the heavens.—Ps. 8:1

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.—Ps. 23:1

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according
to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.—Ps. 51:1-2

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.—Ps. 100:1-2

L'lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? My
help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.—Ps. 121:1-2

Being God’s People

Then: God promised to be with his people. In times of suffering and troubles,

it always seems that God has turned his face away from his people. However, the
songs of petition, lament, and praise show that God has always been faithful to

his word. He answered the requests of his people because he is a good, powerful,

and compassionate God. Humanity’s ultimate plight, sin and death, will be finally
answered through the Messiah, the son of David, that the psalms anticipate with much
longing and faith.

Now: The Messiah has come and has defeated sin and death! But we still live in a world
filled with trials, temptations, and suffering. However, the songs of petition, lament,
and praise in Psalms invite us to trust that God is always present, that he reigns over
all, and he will intervene in the perfect time and with the perfect answers to our needs.

Jesus in Psalms

When Jesus said that all of the Scriptures spoke of him he specifically mentioned the
psalms (Luke 24:44). The New Testament writers quote many of the psalm texts in
connection to Jesus being the promised Messiah. In Acts 4:11, the apostle Peter cites
Psalm 118:22, “the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone,”
as he explained the identity of Jesus. Psalms 2, 16, 22, 69, and 110 are the most quoted
psalms in the New Testament. All of them anticipate and explain the identity of the
promised King.
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A GUIDE TO GODLY LIVING

Purpose

The purpose of the book of Proverbs is to persuade and instruct God’s people

to gain wisdom. The book invites readers to make a decision. The choice is not
only a rational one; it involves desires and emotions, as well as intelligence and
discernment. The writer attempts to capture the reader’s will by appealing to the
imagination.

Proverbs invites its readers to make a life-changing choice. Choosing wisdom over
folly changes people’s lives in a powerful way. The readers “hear” from both Lady
Wisdom and Lady Folly. Their invitations become alternatives between life and
death. When reading the book of Proverbs, we must allow it to touch our emotions
and our wills. We must allow ourselves not just to choose Lady Wisdom but also to
love and pursue her.

The introduction to the book states its own purpose: “for gaining wisdom and
instruction; for understanding words of insight; for receiving instruction in prudent
behavior, doing what is right and just and fair” (Prov. 1:2-3).

We must remember that biblical proverbs are not promises, nor are they universal or
always applicable. Proverbs are not adequate for every occasion. The wisdom of the
proverbs is limited by their genre and good timing for their use (26:9; 15:23).
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Outline

1. Introduction to the Book (1:1-7)
Instructions and Warnings (1:8-9:18)
First Collection of Solomon'’s Proverbs (10:1-22:16)
First Collection of the Words of the Wise (22:17-24:22)
Second Collection of the Words of the Wise (24:23-34)

Second Collection of Solomon’s Proverbs (25:1-29:27)

N o »v M W N

The Words of Agur and Lemuel (30-31:9)

8. Poem of the Virtuous Woman (31:10-31)

Background

Author: The book of Proverbs is an anthology of different authors who wrote at
different times. Proverbs 1:1, 10:1, and 25:1 affirm that King Solomon, King David’s
son, was the main author. Proverbs 25:1 also affirms that “the men of Hezekiah
king of Judah” copied them. The book also recognizes other contributors: Wise men
(22:17; 24:23), Agur (30:1), and Lemuel (31:1). However, nothing is known about
these writers. Although 1 Kings 4:32 affirms that Solomon wrote 3,000 proverbs, we
should not assume that Solomon wrote all or most of the book of Proverbs.

Date: As a collection, the book was written in a span from the 900s BC to the 700s BC.
The book may have been put together in its final form at a later time, perhaps even
after the Jews returned from the exile in Babylon after 539 BC.

Setting: Proverbs do not occur exclusively in the Bible. The book of Proverbs

is an example of a wider category of wisdom literature. In ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia, wisdom writings played an important role. In those societies, wisdom
writings belonged to the royal court. Wise teachers instructed their royal students
for important positions within the kingdom. From scribes to nobles, wisdom taught
the proper—wise—behavior in the court, correct speech, and an understanding of
society and the world that allowed them to serve the ruler effectively.

Themes

Wisdom. The whole book presents an appeal to choose wisdom over all other things:
God created wisdom (8:22-23).
God used wisdom to create the universe (8:24-31).
God reveals and is the source of wisdom (2:6-7; 30:5-6).
The beginning of wisdom is “the fear of the Lord” (1:7; 2:5; 9:10; 10:27; 14:27).
Wisdom is desirable over all things (4:7-9; 8:10-11).
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Humanity. Proverbs is an invitation to accurately identify the source of all wisdom
and the limits of human wisdom:

Humans are God’s creation (29:13).
Humans delude themselves (12:15; 14:12; 16:2; 25; 28:26).
The heart is central and reveals humanity’s true character (27:19).

Humans are inherently foolish (22:15).

Description of a Wise Person. Wisdom is not something easily taught. As with many
important things, it is easier to show what a wise person looks like than describe
wisdom. Wise people are recognized by their:

Character—they are righteous (13:5-6), loyal (16:6), humble (2:5, 9), teachable (12:1,
15), self-controlled and not rash (17:27), forgiving (10:12), thoughtful (13:16), honest
(12:22), do not boast (27:2), do not reveal secrets (17:9), do not slander (6:12), and are
peaceful (12:16).

Speech—they understand that words have power (10:11) and limit their words
(14:23).

Relationship with Spouse—they recognize that their spouse is from God (18:22),
acknowledge their spouse as their crowning glory (12:4), and are faithful to their
spouse (5:15-20).

Relationships with Children—they acknowledge the need for wisdom in their
children’s lives (1-9), recognize their children’s natural condition (22:15), understand
children can be guided (19:18), and they love and discipline them (13:24).

Relationships with Other People—they choose kind friends (22:24-25), value and are
loyal to their friends (27:10), behave fairly and justly with all (3:27-28), are
considerate (25:17), and live in peace with all (3:29).

Possessions—they recognize the proper value of money (30:7-9), honor God with
possessions and recognize that blessings come from God (3:9-10), recognize
that foolish behavior leads to poverty (6:6-11; 10:4-5; 21:17), as do injustice and
oppression (13:23; 16:8; 22:16); they are generous with possessions (3:27-28), and are
kind to animals (12:10).

Kingship. In the world of ancient Israel, the king represented the people. Kings were
meant to model attitudes, behaviors, and character that all people should display in
their lives. Jesus, the King of kings, plays this role when he shows us what it means
to be God’s children. Thus, the king should: Know his place (21:1), be wise (8:15-16),
be righteous (25:5), be just (28:8; 29:4, 14), have self-control (31:1-7), be compassionate
(31:8-9), and be surrounded by godly people (16:13; 22:11).




PROVERBS

Key Verses

Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them
around your neck, write them on the tablet of

your heart. Then you will win favor and a good
name in the sight of God and man. Trust in the
LorD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and
he will make your paths straight.—Prov. 3:3-5

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. _
—Prov. 9:10 King Solomon

In their hearts humans plan their course, but the
LorD establishes their steps.—Prov. 16:9

Being God’s People

Then: God promised Abraham to give them a land flowing with milk and honey

(Gen. 15:2-7). God was faithful to his promises and gave Abraham’s children the
Promised Land. However, God also gave the people the tools they needed to live in the
land. God gave them the Torah (the law of Moses) and revealed to them his wisdom.
Wisdom is a tool that helps people to live godly lives. Throughout the Old Testament,
wisdom appears guiding God’s people: Joseph was a wise man; through his wisdom,
God saved Jacob’s family and the world (Gen. 45:7-8). With wisdom, the Israelites
built the tabernacle (Ex. 35:30-35). The prophet Hosea ends his prophecy saying: “Who
is wise? Let them realize these things. Who is discerning? Let them understand. The
ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in
them” (Hos. 14:9). Luke tells us that Jesus “grew in wisdom and stature” (Luke 2:52).

Now: Today we must answer the call of wisdom: will we choose to be with Lady
Wisdom or Lady Folly? Jesus” use of wisdom in his teachings shows the continued
importance of wisdom for our lives (Mark 1:22; Luke 2:41-50). Even now, we still must
recognize the path that takes us to life itself (Jesus Christ) from the one that leads to
death and destruction (Rom. 1:22-23).

Jesus in Proverbs

Jesus embodies God’s wisdom (1 Cor. 1:30). In him “are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). We must be careful to not confuse Jesus
embodying God’s wisdom with Jesus being wisdom. Lady Wisdom in Proverbs 8 is
the personification of wisdom. Personification is a literary tool to make an inanimate
object or concept, like wisdom, come to life as if it were a person. In Proverbs 8:22,
Lady Wisdom is God’s first creation (8:22), but Jesus is the eternal and uncreated Son
of God.
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH AND MEANING

Ecclesiastes

The name of Ecclesiastes in Hebrew
is Qoheleth, often translated as
“The Preacher” or “The Teacher.”
The name comes from a Hebrew
word, gohelet, which means

“the one who assembles or
gathers.”The Greek translation of
the Hebrew text uses the word
ekklesia, from which we get the
name ekklesiastes. It refers to the
one who speaks in an assembly or
gathers people into an assembly.
From that idea, we derive the
translation “the Teacher.”

Purpose

The author of Ecclesiastes, known as the Teacher or the
Preacher (1:1), wants to make sense out of life, wisdom,
and truth. At first, he proposes that everything is
“meaningless.” After careful observation, the pursuit of
all worldly pleasures, an assessment of wisdom, and an
analysis of the meaning of life, he concludes that truth
and meaning is found in remembering, fearing, and
obeying the Creator of all.

The book’s conclusion: A meaningful, fulfilling, and
joyous life is not found in the frivolous pursuit of
wealth, success, and pleasure. Instead, meaning and
fulfillment is found when we pursue God as our
number one priority—trusting and obeying God in all
circumstances.
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Outline

1. Introduction (1:1-11)
Bookend: “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher. “Everything is meaningless!” (1:2)

2. First Part: A Time for Everything (1:12-6:9)
3. Second Part: Death Comes to All (6:10-11:6)

4. Third Part: Remember the Creator (11:7-12:7)
Bookend: “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher.“Everything is meaningless!” (12:8)

5. In Conclusion—Trust in and Obey God
(12:9-12:14)

Background

Author: The book is anonymous. However, the traditional view is that King Solomon
authored the book of Ecclesiastes late in his life. Yet, many scholars do not believe
Solomon was the author. They believe that a later, unknown person wrote the book.

Date: King Solomon reigned in Israel from 971 BC to 931 BC. If Solomon wrote
Ecclesiastes, he did it late in his life. If it was a later author, most scholars believe it was
written after God brought the Jews back from exile (after 539 BC).

Setting: If Solomon wrote the book, then his famous wisdom and lifestyle would

give the context to the book (1 Kings 10:23). Everyone came to Israel in order to hear
Solomon’s wisdom. Solomon pursued worldly wealth and pleasures (1 Kings 10:22-26;
11:3). Still, his great wisdom led him to conclude that true joy and meaning is found
only in the Lord.

If it was a writer after the Babylonian exile, the author was reflecting on the past
history of luxury and excess. That past history led to the breaking of the covenant with
God. The prophets Amos and Micah, among others, reflect the prophetic critique of
these times.

Themes

Meaninglessness. It is meaningless to pursue truth and joy apart from God.

The Inevitability of Death. Wealth, power, fame, success, and frivolous pleasures
are worthless pursuits because death is unavoidable.

The Certainty of God. God, and one’s ambition to please God, are the only things
worth pursuing.
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Key Verses

“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything
is meaningless.”—Eccl. 1:2

There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under the heavens.
—Eccl. 3:1

Remember your Creator in the days of your
youth, before the days of trouble come and
the years approach when you will say, “I
find no pleasure in them”—1before the sun
and the light and the moon and the stars
grow dark, and the clouds return after the rain.—Eccl. 12:1-2

Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. For God will bring every deed into
judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.—Eccl. 12:13-14

Being God’s People

Then: The world “under the sun” is meaningless apart from God. The pursuit of joy,
worth, and truth through worldly things such as success, wealth, power, and pleasure
is pointless because death is inevitable. The ultimate purpose and meaning of life is
seeking God and pleasing him through obedience and worship.

Now: The apostle Paul wrote, “If Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.... If the

Prose and Poetr y dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow
Unlike the other wisdom we die’” (1 Cor. 15:17, 32). Paul’s perspective on the
books (Job and Proverbs) resurrection of Christ is similar to Solomon’s perspective

on seeking the Creator and obeying him. Without Christ
and the resurrection, all of our pursuits are meaningless.
But because Jesus rose from the dead, our work, suffering,
joys, and life in general are filled with meaning and
purpose.

that are written in poetry,
the book of Ecclesiastes is
written in prose.

Jesus in Ecclesiastes

The end of the search for truth and meaning is Jesus Christ. Seeking worldly pleasures,
wealth, or power will not lead to righteousness or salvation—only by seeking Christ
and believing in his death and resurrection will we find righteousness, salvation, and
true meaning: “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3).




SONG OF SONGS

THE LOVE SONG

Purpose

Song of Songs begins as a courting song. Woven throughout the first three chapters
is a poetic declaration of mutual love and affection between both the lover and his

beloved.

Moving from courtship to wedding ceremony and banquet, Song of Songs
emphasizes the beauty, passion, and intimacy found within marriage. The book
illustrates the love that should exist between husband and wife.

lin
Outline Song of Songs

1. The Courtship of the Lover and His Beloved (1:1-3:5)
“Song of Songs” means the

2. The Marriage of the Groom and His Bride (3:6-5:1) best of all songs, like “King
3. The Passion and Intimacy within a Loving Relationship of kings” or“Lord of lords.”
(5:2-8:14) The book is also known as
the Song of Solomon.
Background

Author: Although the title identifies King Solomon as the author (1:1), the different
poems within the book seem to have been written by different authors, similar to
the book of Psalms. It is possible that many of the poems were written at the time of
Solomon, while a later compiler completed the book with other similar poems.
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Date: King Solomon reigned for 40 years, in Israel from 971 BC to 931 BC. Because of
the reflective nature of the songs, it seems that Solomon would have written toward
the end of his life. Many scholars also suggest that other authors wrote some poems
after the Babylonian exile in 586 BC.

Setting: The setting of the book could not have been Solomon’s own marital
experience, since he had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3), hardly an
example of marital faithfulness! However, assuming that he was the main author of
the book, Solomon did not write from his own personal experience. Rather, the book
presents the way things should be within a loving, covenant relationship. More than
Solomon’s own life, the background to the book is the garden of Eden because the
book describes what love should be, according to God’s original intention for his
creation.

Interpreting Themes

the Book Love and Marriage. Joy, passion, intimacy, and
A long tradition has authentic love can exist within the gift of marriage.
interpreted the book as an
allegory that expresses love
between God and his people.
Most interpreters have
moved away from this kind
of interpretation. However, I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.—Song of Songs 6:3
seen this way, the book can
illustrate how the people of
God long for intimacy with
God is the same way that a
lover longs for intimacy with
his or her beloved.

Love of God. We can experience joy, passion, and
intimacy within a loving relationship with God.

Key Verses

Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for
love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave.
It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. Many waters
cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away. If one were to
give all the wealth of one’s house for love, it would be utterly
scorned.—Song of Songs 8:6-7

Being God’s People

Love, intimacy, and marriage are gifts from God. Being in the presence of your
beloved is intoxicating and his or her absence is awful. The love, passion, and
intimacy found within the context of marriage are part of God’s design.

Jesus in Song of Songs

The apostle Paul wrote, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25). The church is the bride of Christ. As Christ’s
bride, we are his beloved and participate in a loving, passionate, and intimate
relationship with him. Although Song of Songs is not primarily an allegory of our
relationship with Jesus, it is a superb example of a loving relationship with our Lord
and Savior.




PROPHETIC BOOKS

REPENT, BELIEVE, AND BE RESTORED

What Are the Prophetic Books?

The Prophetic Books are records of the prophetic ministry of
individuals whom God chose and sent to encourage, warn, exhort,
and guide his people. They are divided into two sections: the Major
and the Minor Prophets. The distinction is very old. Since biblical
books were written in scrolls, they had a size limit. It appears that all
twelve Minor Prophets fit well into one scroll, so they became one
unit. Apart from being shorter, the Minor Prophets are the same type
of prophetic literature as the Major Prophets.

What Is Prophecy?

Biblical prophets were God’s servants especially called to be his
witnesses. In the Old Testament, prophecy was a tool that God used to
communicate his will to his people. Prophets were not simply teachers
of the law, which was the main job of the priests (Deut. 33:10). God
sent prophets to his people during times of crisis, such as: (1) during
times of military threats against God’s people (Isa. 36-37); (2) when the
people rebelled against God’s will (Gen. 3:11-19; Ezek. 2:3-5);

(3) when hope seemed all but lost (Jer. 29:11); and (4) when the people

needed comfort in difficult times (Isa. 40:1-5).

Old Testament prophets were intermediaries between God and his
people. They stood in the gap the separates God from humans. They
brought the word of God to the people, and they interceded on behalf
of the people before God. As the Scriptures say, “Surely the Sovereign
Lord does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the
prophets” (Amos 3:7).

Most often prophecy dealt with issues current to the prophet’s time. However, in

the Old Testament, God also revealed the future to his prophets. An important
characteristic of Old Testament prophecy is called prophetic telescoping or prophetic
perspective. It means that one prophecy could be fulfilled more than one time even
though the prophet saw it and spoke about it as single event. An excellent example
of this characteristic is the “day of the Lord.” Whereas Joel (Joel 2:28-32) and Amos
(Amos 5:18-19) present the day of the Lord as a onetime event, we know that in fact
the day of the Lord refers to two separate events: when God brought punishment on
Judah in the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem (586 BC), and the second coming of

Christ (2 Peter 3:10-13; 1 Thess. 5:2).

Major
Prophets

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel

Daniel

Minor
Prophets

Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
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Main Themes of the Prophetic Books

1. One true God. Only the Lord, the God of Abraham, is the true God, creator of the
universe. All other claims to divinity are false.

2. God is Holy. Holiness is in God’s very being. God’s holiness means that he is not
part of nature but is its Creator. God is beyond his creation. For this reason, any
attempt to represent God—make an image of him—becomes idolatry. God cannot
be manipulated with offerings or sacrifices. Because of his holiness, God does not
tolerate sin. Sin offends God because it is the opposite of what he desires for his
creation.

3. God is Sovereign. As the creator of all, God rules and owns it all. The best image to
express this truth is that God is King. Yet, because he is beyond the created world
and our own experience, God is much more than just a king. He is the King of
kings. Nature is under God’s rule, as are the nations and his people.

4. God is Merciful and Full of Grace. Although God is holy and sovereign, he is
interested in humanity and his creation. God is deeply involved in what humans
do and do not do. His willingness to send prophets to correct, warn, comfort, and
guide his people shows this interest. Mercy and grace are also part of God’s nature.

5. God is Just and Good. Because of his great mercy, God has shown amazing patience
with his people and faithfulness to his covenant. The prophets make it clear that
God wishes his people to be obedient and repentant, he wishes to forgive and
transform them. Yet, he will punish and discipline in love when necessary.

6. The Torah. The prophets alluded, quoted, enforced, and applied the law of Moses
to specific events, persons, or circumstances.

7. The Covenant. God’s activities, both his promises of restoration and his acts of
judgment, spring from his faithfulness to his covenant.

8. The Exile and Restoration. The exiles to Assyria in 722 BC and to Babylon around
586 BC became a central theme. The prophets warned, called to repent, announced
God’s judgment upon Israel, and explained the reasons for exile. However, they
also comforted the people with assurances that God would save and restore them.

9. The Messiah. The central component of the prophets” announcement of salvation
was the coming of a special person who would represent, save, and restore Israel.
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The Minor Prophets

Name &

Meaning

Approx.
Date BC

Location from

Audience

Subject

Hosea 752-722 Northern Kingdom | Northern Kingdom of | Israel’s unfaithfulness

“salvation” of Israel Israel (Ephraim) to their covenant with
God

Joel Unknown Unknown Possibly Judah and The great and dreadful

“Yahweh is God” surrounding nations | day of the Lord

Amos 760-753 Town of Tekoa in Northern Kingdom God’s judgment upon

“burden bearer” Judah of Israel Israel for their injustice
and lack of mercy

Obadiah 586 Unknown Edom (neighbor God'’s judgment upon

“servant or to Judah) and the Edom

worshiper of people of Judah

Yahweh”

Jonah 783-753 Town of Gath Nineveh (capital of God'’s judgment upon

“dove” Hepher in Zebulun | Assyrian empire) Nineveh; yet God’s
mercy extends to all

Micah 738-698 Town of Moresheth | Samaria (capital of God’s judgment upon

“who is like southwest of Israel) and Jerusalem | Israel and Judah for

Yahweh” Jerusalem (capital of Judah) their wickedness

Nahum 663-612 Town of Elkosh Nineveh (capital of God’s judgment upon

“the Lord (possibly Assyrian empire) Nineveh for their

comforts” Capernaum) cruelty against God's
people

Habakkuk 609-598 Unknown All God'’s people God'’s judgment,

“embrace” justice, love, and
mercy

Zephaniah 641-628 Jerusalem Southern Kingdom A call to repentance

“the Lord hides” of Judah and before the coming

surrounding nations | judgment on the day

of the Lord

Haggai 520 Unknown Judah and Jerusalem | A call to rebuild the

“festival” temple and a message
of hope

Zechariah 520-518 Unknown Judah and Jerusalem | A call to rebuild the

“Yahweh temple and a message

remembers” of future glory

Malachi Mid to late Unknown Jerusalem A call to spiritual

“my messenger” | 400s renewal
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The Genres in the Prophetic Books

The Prophetic Books contain many different kinds of writings, some of it in poetry and
others in prose. These are some of the most important genres—types of literature that
share similar characteristics—in the Prophetic Books:

1. The Judgment Speech: This is one of the basic forms of the prophetic messages.
These speeches usually start with an introduction of the prophet (Amos 7:15), a
detail list of the accusations or the reasons for the judgment, and the prediction of
the punishment (Amos 7:17).

2. Prophecy of Blessing or Deliverance: Similar to the judgment speech, these
speeches of blessing or deliverance elaborate the life situation that produces a
difficulty that requires deliverance. The blessing follows it (Isa. 41:8-20; Jer. 33:1-9).

3. The Woe Oracle: The word “woe” is an expression of sorrow. The prophets
used this interjection “woe” to express the imminence of God’s judgment against
rebellion and sin (Amos 5:18-20; Isa. 5:8-24; Hab. 2:6-8).

4. The Lawsuit: It uses the language of legal courts to present God as the plaintiff,
prosecuting attorney, and judge. In a sense, the prophets sue God’s people for
breaking the covenant. The indictment or accusations are either directly stated or
implied, and the judgment sentence is announced (Isa. 2:13-26; Hos. 3:3-17; 4:1-19).
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ISAIAH

JUDGMENT AND SALVATION

Purpose

Called to prophesy to the kingdom of Judah, the prophet Isaiah preached a message

of judgment and salvation. With powerful enemies on all sides and war looming,
Judah formed many political and military alliances in hopes of protecting itself. Isaiah
opposed these alliances because they showed Judah’s reliance upon human power over
divine power. Isaiah knew that any alliance with a world power would place Judah in
submission as a vassal to the powerful nation. This would lead Judah to serve the gods
of those states. Vassal states during Isaiah’s time usually adopted the religions of their
overlords.

The prophet Isaiah exhorted Judah and her kings to seek God and maintain their faith in
God’s providence and faithfulness rather than trusting the military and political strength
of other nations. God would save and deliver Judah if they trusted God to do so. If Judah
continued to doubt God, then Judah would meet the same end as the northern kingdom
of Israel, which Assyria conquered and sent into exile. Just as God used Assyria to judge
the nations, he would use Babylonia to destroy Assyria and, eventually, Judah.

Isaiah is outraged by the idolatry, injustice, unrighteousness, rebellion, disdain,
arrogance, and scandalous behavior of God’s people. The main purpose of the book of
Isaiah is to communicate God’s anger, disappointment, and sorrow with his people’s
behavior and to warn them of impending judgment. Judah could continue to turn to
political treaties, other gods, and military strength to save them, but their efforts to

do so would prove worthless. Unless the people of Judah repented and fully relied on
God as their Savior, they would never be safe from destruction.
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However, Isaiah is more than a prophecy of doom. Isaiah, whose name means
“Yahweh saves,” wrote beautiful and memorable prophecies of hope and salvation.
Isaiah’s prophecy anticipates the coming of a king, a Messiah, who will fulfill all of
God’s promises to Israel. A remnant of God’s people will find their full redemption in
the coming of this Messiah—a suffering servant—who will die to save them.

Outline

1. Oracles of Judgment and Promise for Judah (1-5)

2. Isaiah’s Commission (6)

3. Judgment against Aram, Israel, and Assyria (7-10)

4. The Branch from Jesse (11-12)

5. Prophecies against the Nations—Babylon, Philistia, Moab, "
Damascus, Cush, Egypt, Arabia, Jerusalem, and Tyre (13-23) The Prophet Isaiah

6. The Lord’s Destruction of the Earth (24-27)

7. Woe to Ephraim, Judah, and Jerusalem (28-32)

8. Judgment against Israel’s Enemies and Joy to Israel (33-35)

9. Judah Escapes the Assyrian Threat and Isaiah Predicts the Babylonian Exile (36-39)

10. The Fall of Babylon and the Restoration of Israel (40-48)

11. The Suffering Servant and the Salvation He Brings (49-57)
12. Judgment, Worship and the Everlasting Kingdom of God (58-66)

|800 BC |700 BC |600 BC

2 Chronicles
2 Kings

V|V

>
-

I

Divided Kingdom Era
King Hoshea of Israel 732722 King Josiah of Judah 641-609
Jonah . 783-753 o [srael falls to Assyria 722 Fall of Nineveh, Assyria 612 o

Wilos c. 760-753  King Hezekiah of Judah 716687 fir<t exile of Jews to Babylon 605 e

Hosea c. 752-722 Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597 e
IMicah ' 738=698 King Manasseh of Judah 697-643  Judah falls to Babylonia 586 e
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EXPANSION OF THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE 745-681 B¢

EXISTING EMPIRE EXPANSION . ISRAEL D JUDAH
Mt. Ararat
A
HITTITES HURRIANS

Tarsuse Casplan
H.aran Sea
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Sea )
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Kings: Tiglath-Pileser Il (745-727 Bc); Shalmaneser V (727-722 8c); Sargon |l (722-705 Bc); Sennacherib (705-681 Bc)

Background

Author: The author is the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz (Isa. 1:1). Isaiah was
married and had at least two children—Shear-Jashub (7:3) and Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz
(8:3). Isaiah lived at the time of Amos, Hosea and Micah. According to Jewish tradition,
Isaiah died by being sawed in half during the reign of King Manasseh (Heb. 11:37).

Some scholars argue that there were at least three different authors of the book of
Isaiah. Many agree that Isaiah wrote chapters 1-39 in the eighth century BC. However,
some believe that a second author (or group of authors) wrote chapters 40-55 in the
mid-sixth century BC and a third author (or group of authors) wrote chapters 56-66

in the late sixth century BC. However, based on literary analysis, many scholars today
argue for a single author for the book.

Date: Isaiah wrote during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah (1:1). Some sections of the book are dated: The events in chapter 7 occurred around
735 BC (7:1) and chapters 36-38 around 701 BC (36:1). However, the remaining sections

are not dated. It is very possible that Isaiah wrote the book in sections throughout his
life, starting around 701 BC and ending as late as 681 BC, the date that Assyrian King
Sennacherib died (37:38).

Setting: In 745 BC, Tiglath-Pileser III, king of Assyria, began to expand the Assyrian
empire westward. As he threatened the borders of many small kingdoms, they
frequently formed coalitions to fight the advancing armies. In 733 BC, Syrian King
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Rezin and King Pekah of Israel formed a coalition.
When King Ahaz of Judah refused to join them,
Syria and Israel attacked Judah. Instead of trusting
in God’s providence, Ahaz formed an alliance with
Assyria. Judah became a vassal kingdom of Assyria.
Ahaz had to appear before Tiglath-Pileser to pay
homage to the Assyrian god.

After the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel in

722 BC, the southern kingdom of Judah continued to
struggle with the consequences of their alliance with
Assyria and later alliances with Babylonia and Egypt.

During his long ministry, Isaiah warned the kings of
Judah about their political and military deals as well
as their unrighteousness, complacency, injustices, and
arrogance.

Taylor Prism. Made around 689 sc and

Themes found in 1830 in Nineveh (modern Iraq),

this copy of the Prism is known as the Taylor
God the Holy One of Israel. God is a holy God, Prism and is housed in the British Museum.
and he will not tolerate sin. Sin will be punished. The Assyrian inscription details Sennacherib’s

military campaign in the Middle East. In it,

God as Savior and Redeemer. God is a merciful, ?I?l:‘”a?eg'_b boasts f‘}at he had Hefztik'ah_

. .. ike a bird in a cage.” Two copies of the prism

10V1ng, and forglvmg God. Israel and Judah were found later and are housed in Chicago
deserved tO be Completely destroyed, but GOd and Jerusalem'These copies are nearly

promised salvation and restoration to a remnant. identical, with minor text differences.

God'’s Suffering Servant—The Promised Messiah. Only through the suffering of the
promised Messiah, God’s Servant, will God’s people be healed and forgiven of their
iniquities. The promised Messiah, through his suffering, will inaugurate the kingdom
of God—the new heaven and the new earth.

Key Verses

Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.—Isa. 1:18

Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son, and will call him Immanuel —Isa. 7:14

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.—Isa. 9:6-7

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion
and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.—Isa. 11:6
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Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are
healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.—Isa. 53:4-6

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for
the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn.—Isa. 61:1-2

Being God’s People

Then: Under Assyrian pressure, Judah could either form alliances with other nations
or trust in God and believe the prophet Isaiah that God would protect them from
their enemies. God was angry, disappointed, and saddened with the disobedience of
his people. God’s people put more trust in human power than in him. Such trust is a
form of idolatry. God’s anger and righteous judgment came to an unfaithful people.
However, God is also merciful and compassionate and he will save his people and
redeem them.

Now: So often today, we place our trust in money, possessions, weapons,
governments, or our leaders. We form alliances or sacrifice our integrity instead

of trusting God to provide for us and protect us. God is our rock, our fortress, our
deliverer, our shield, and our salvation (Ps. 18:2). When we are in trouble, God
assures us that “those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint” (Isa. 40:31).

Jesus in Isaiah

Jesus is the promised Messiah, a descendant of King David (Isa. 11:1-2). Jesus Christ
fulfilled more than 50 prophecies in the book of Isaiah. Some of these prophecies are:

The descendant of Jesse upon whom the Spirit of the Lord would rest
(Isa. 11:1-2; Matt. 1).

Born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:22-23).

Jesus is the suffering servant who was pierced for our transgressions, crushed for
our iniquities, and by his wounds we are healed (Isa. 53; 1 Peter 2:21-25).

Jesus came to proclaim good news to the poor, bind up the brokenhearted,
proclaim freedom for the captives, and release prisoners from the darkness
(Isa. 61:1-2; Luke 4:14-20).

Death would not contain Jesus. In his death and resurrection, Jesus inaugurated a new
kingdom—God’s kingdom. When Jesus returns, there will be a new heaven and a new
earth where crying and weeping will be heard no more (Isa. 65:17-19).
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Jeremiah Lamenting the Destruction of Jerusalem by Rembrandt

Purpose

Although he did not want to be a prophet, Jeremiah brought a message of judgment
against the people of Judah. He hoped that the heartfelt repentance of his people—whom
he loved deeply—could possibly postpone or even cancel God’s impending judgment.
Early in his ministry, Jeremiah’s main message was to warn people of Judah’s eventual
destruction because of their idolatry, unrighteousness, and smug arrogance.

King Manasseh (who ruled Judah about 697-643 BC) had violated God’s covenant by
encouraging the worship of many idols and other pagan practices. Manasseh’s grandson,
Josiah (who ruled over Judah around 641-609 BC), began several reforms to reverse his
grandfather’s policies. However, Josiah's efforts didn’t make a lasting change in Judah.
God’s judgment seemed inevitable.

Convicted with courage and faith, Jeremiah spoke God’s message of doom. However, his
love compelled him to beg Judah to repent and weep in prayer for their forgiveness. Even
after Judah’s destruction and exile into Babylon, Jeremiah continued to love his people
and warned them to submit to their oppressors and not to rebel. In the end, Jeremiah
informed them of God’s promise to redeem a remnant of his people. God would make a
new covenant with his people. This new covenant would be written in their minds and




JEREMIAH

on their hearts. God would be their God and they would be his people. God would show
eternal grace, forgive their wickedness, and forget their sins forever (Jer. 31:33-34).

Outline

1. The Call of Jeremiah (1)

2. Condemnation and Judgment of Judah (2-11)

3. Jeremiah’s Complaint and God’s Answer (12)

4. Prophecy of Destruction and Captivity (13)

5. Prophecy of Drought, Famine, and War (14:1-17:18)

6. Keeping the Sabbath Day Holy (17:19-27)

7. At the Potter’s House (18-19)

8. Jeremiah Placed in Stocks and His Complaint to the Lord (20)

9. Judgment Against Zedekiah, Wicked Kings, and Lying Prophets (21-23)
10. The Babylonian Exile and Those Who Opposed Jeremiah’s Message (24-29)
11. Restoration, Remnant, and the New Covenant (30-33)

12. Final Warnings of Destruction (34-35)
13. The Suffering of Jeremiah (36-38)
14. The Fall of Jerusalem and Jeremiah'’s Flight to Egypt (39-45)

15. Judgment Against the Nations: Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, and Babylon (46-51)

16. The Destruction of Jerusalem and Jehoiachin’s Release (52)

|700 BC | 600 BC I . . Lamentanons 500 B(l
2 Chronicles
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Background

Author: Many scholars agree that the prophet Jeremiah wrote most of the book, except
for the final chapter, which was written later (51:64). Baruch, Jeremiah’s secretary who
traveled with Jeremiah to Egypt (32:11-16; 43:6-7), may have been responsible for
compiling the book and writing the appendix (chapter 52).

Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, who was one of the priests at the town of Anathoth

in the territory of Benjamin (1:1). Because King David sent the high priest Abiathar to
his fields in Anathoth, some believe that Jeremiah was a descendant of Abiathar

(1 Kings 2:26; 1 Chron. 15:11). Jeremiah lived at the same time as the prophets Obadiah,
Habakkuk, Ezekiel, and Daniel. The Lord told Jeremiah not to marry or have children
(16:1-4). Jeremiah’s sole purpose was to proclaim judgment and doom to his own
people. He struggled with his calling, criticized himself, and often complained to God.
Accompanied by only a few friends including Ahikam (26:24), Gadaliah (39:14), Ebed-
Melech (38:7-13), and Baruch, Jeremiah lived a life of depression and sorrow.

Date: Jeremiah was active during the reigns of Josiah, Jehoiakim, Johoiachin, and
Zedekiah, kings of Judah. Jeremiah received his call in 626 BC, and wrote until
approximately 582 BC.

Setting: King Hezekiah of Judah (716-687 BC) made several reforms and sought more
independence for Judah. When the Assyrian King Sennacherib attacked Judah, God
saved Jerusalem. The people of Judah believed that the temple and Jerusalem could
never be destroyed. This belief, known as the “inviolability of Zion,” gave the people a
lazy attitude toward obeying God.

However, Hezekiah’s son, King Manasseh (697-643 BC), became
a loyal vassal to Assyria. The next two Assyrian kings,
Esarhaddon (680-669 BC) and Ashurbanipal (668-627 BC),
conquered Egypt and eventually sacked the ancient
Egyptian capital of Thebes in 664 BC. This signaled
the height of the Assyrian empire. King Manasseh of
Judah instituted pagan worship, supported sacred
prostitution in the temple area, and implemented
human sacrifice. Manasseh’s evil doings greatly
contributed to Judah’s demise.

©Zev Radovan

Assyria expanded its borders too far, and it had difficulty
maintaining control. Assyria began to weaken on all sides.

In 628 BC, Manasseh’s grandson, Josiah (641-609 BC), _ BaruchBulla. In 1975 a seal
) } impression—known as a bulla—

began to .make sweeping r.eforms. Shqrtly.after Josiah with the name of Baruch, appeared
started his reforms, Jeremiah began his ministry. The in Israel. The inscribed lines read,
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Babylonian (625-605 BC) sacked the Assyrian capital of Neriyahu, the scribe."The seal has
Nineveh and conquered it in 612 BC. Assyria was never produced muich debate among
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again a major world power. that the seal belonged to Baruch,

Jeremiah’s secretary (Jer. 36:4).
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EXPANSION OF THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE 680-627 BC
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Assyrian Kings: Esarhaddon (680-669 Bc); Ashurbanipal (668-627 Bc)

After King Josiah was killed by Pharaoh Necho II in 609 BC, his son Johoiakim was
placed on the throne of Judah. Johoiakim didn’t maintain the polices and reforms
of his father. In this context, Jeremiah began his ministry in Jerusalem and preached
judgment, doom, and called his people to repentance.

Themes

Judgment. Sin, idolatry, and rebellion will be punished by God. Jerusalem and Judah
will be destroyed.

Restoration. After a time of exile, God will restore his people.

The New Covenant. When God restores his people, he will make a new covenant.
In the new covenant, the law of God will be written upon their hearts and God will
forgive and forget his people’s sins.

Key Verses

Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich
man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: That he understands and
knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on the earth,
for in these I delight.—]Jer. 9:23-24
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”—Jer. 29:11

“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they
will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the
LorD,” because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the
Lorp. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

—TJer. 31:33-34

In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he
will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteous
Savior—TJer. 33:15-16

Being God’s People

Then: The people of Judah believed that no one and nothing could defeat them—they
believed that God would bless them and protect them regardless of how they behaved.
They disobeyed God and worshiped the gods of their neighbors. Judah'’s attitude
offended God, and he did not continue to bless them. Instead, God judged them
severely with destruction and exile. Yet, he had compassion and promised to rescue
and restore them.

Now: The letter of James reminds us that, “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead” (James 2:17). Faith in Christ and the grace we receive through that
faith do not provide us with the freedom to openly sin and disobey God. The apostle
Paul wrote, “Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are
those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” (Rom. 6:1-2). Jeremiah'’s
prophecy is a powerful reminder that faithfulness and obedience are not optional.

Jesus in Jeremiah

In Jeremiah, the Messiah is foretold as a righteous Branch from the line of David—
and he would be called “The LORD Our Righteous Savior” (Jer. 23:5-6). On the night
Jesus was betrayed, our Lord and Righteous Savior shared the Passover meal with his
disciples. As he sat at the table, he took the cup and referenced Jeremiah 31:31 saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20).
Jesus” death and resurrection instituted the new covenant Jeremiah prophesied.

The Holy Spirit, who comes to every believer, writes God’s law in our hearts

(2 Cor. 3:3; Heb. 10:15-18). Through Jesus—his death and resurrection—we receive
all the benefits of the new covenant. “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—
now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the
first covenant” (Heb. 9:15).




LAMENTATIONS

GOD HEARS OUR DESPERATE CRY
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Purpose

This short book is a cry of grief and despair over the destruction of Jerusalem and the
temple. When the Babylonians attacked Jerusalem, they destroyed the city and the
temple, and exiled many of the dwellers of the city. Although they had been warned
many times by many prophets, the people could not believe that God would allow

the destruction of the temple. However, their sin caused the destruction. The book of
Lamentations allows the people to offer a cry of repentance and sorrow over the national
sins and to pray for forgiveness and restoration.

Outline

1. The City: First Lament over Jerusalem (1)

2. God’s Anger: Second Lament over Jerusalem (2)
3. The Prophet: Personal Lament and Prayer (3)

4. The Sins: Lament over the people of Judah (4)

5. The Prayer: Lamentation of Repentance (5)
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Background

Author: The book is anonymous. However, Jewish and Christian traditions
attribute the book to Jeremiah the prophet. Jeremiah is said to have composed other
lamentations (2 Chron. 35:25) and the book appears to have been written by an
eyewitness of the destruction of Jerusalem. Although not certain, it is plausible that
Jeremiah wrote the book.

Date: Assuming that Jeremiah wrote the book, then it probably was written soon after
the fall of Jerusalem to King Nebuchadnezzar (586 BC). However, it is not possible to
set a definite date.

Five Poems Themes
I oK of Lamentations ic Sin has inevitable consequences (1:8,14; 2:14; 3:39, 42; 5:7).
composed of a series of five God is holy and good (1:5; 2:17; 3:19-58).

poems. All five poems have
22 verses or a multiple of
22 (poem 3 has 66 verses).
Poems 1 through 4 are Key Verses
acrostics: Each verse begins
with a new letter of the

God’s compassion and faithfulness never fail (3:21-26).

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is

Hebrew alphabet in poems 1, your faithfulness.—Lam. 3:22-23

2,and 4; in poem 3 there are

three verses for each letter Tﬁough he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is
of the alphabet. The Hebrew his unfailing love.—Lam. 3:32

alphabet has 22 letters. So Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to
this poetical technique—the the LORD.—Lam. 3:40

acrostics—would be an aid

to memorization.
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Being God’s People

Then: Babylon’s destruction
of Jerusalem and exile of
many of its dwellers was

an emotional and spiritual
trauma. The book accepts
the reasons for the horrific
punishment and expresses
deep regret, sorrow, pain,
and repentance. Their lament
remembers that God is
compassionate and good, so
their hope is in God’s mercy
and salvation (Jer. 3:21-33).

Now: Jesus did not promise
that being his followers
would be a walk in the park.
He promised persecutions
and suffering (John 15:18-
16:4). However, he also
promised to send the Holy
Spirit to his followers, and
asked the Father, “protect
them by the power of your
name” (John 17:11).

= P‘;. _ ol

Jeremiah by Michelangelo

Jesus in Lamentations

So where is Christ to be found in this book? In the pain and the suffering itself. The
language of verses 2:15-16 and 3:15—"he has filled me with bitter herbs and given
me gall to drink”—appears at the cross—*“There they offered Jesus wine to drink,
mixed with gall” (Matt. 27:34; see also Mark 15:29; Luke 23:35). The apostle Paul
references Lamentations 3:45—"“You have made us scum and refuse among the
nations”—in 1 Corinthians 4:13 to describe the ongoing suffering of believers. God
knows our suffering! The language of Lamentations expresses Christ’s anguish and
sorrow over sin and its terrible price.
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 The ViSion of Ezekiel (Valley of Dry Bones; Ezek. 37:1-14) by Francisco Collantes
Purpose

The book of Ezekiel deals with one of the most important questions for God’s people,
both then and now: Is God present with us or has he abandoned us?

The Israelites had become rebellious and disobedient. They took for granted God’s
blessings and presence, and they were disloyal to the God of their ancestors. Yet, for many
years, and through many prophets, God warned them and called them back to himself.

At one point, in 597 BC, God’s judgment arrived with terrible consequences.
Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem and carried away many of
the leaders of the nation—among them, King Jehoiachin, other government officials,
and priests. That group of people, even as they were marched to Babylon 800 miles
(1,287 km) away, continued to think that God would destroy the Babylonians shortly
and make things right again. To them, a self-deluded people, God sent a prophet.
Ezekiel, who came from a priestly family, received his calling from God in 593 BC.

Throughout his long ministry, and in many creative ways, Ezekiel explained to the
Israelites the meaning of God’s presence with them. When God'’s people are faithful
and humbly walk before God, God’s presence is a source of blessing, peace, and
fruitfulness. However, when God’s people are disloyal, rebellious, and adulterous,
God’s presence is a terrifying thing because it means judgment and correction.
However, because God is merciful and compassionate, his presence also means
forgiveness, salvation, restoration, and hope.




EZEKIEL

Outline

1. Introduction and Call of Ezekiel (1-3)
a. Introduction (1:1-3)
b. First vision (1:4-3:27)

2. The Coming Destruction and Captivity of Judah (4-24)
a. Judgments against Israel (4-7)
b. The temple vision (8-11)
¢. Explanations of God’s judgment (12-24)

3. The Judgment against Other Nations (25-32)
a. Judgment against Judah'’s neighbors (25)
b. Judgment against Tyre (26-28)
¢. Judgment against Egypt (29-32)

The Prophet Ezekiel

4. The Restoration of God’s People (33-48)
a. The watchman (33:1-20) B
b. The fall of Jerusalem (33:21-33) Ezekiel

c. Shepherds and sheep (34)

d. Judgment against the mountains of Edom (35) The name is a two part

e. Consolation for the mountain of Israel (36) Hebrew name composed
f. Restoration of Israel (37) of Yehazaq (“He will make
g. Gog and Magog (38-39) strong”) and £/ (“God”). The
h. Vision of restoration (40-48) whole name means “God will
strengthen.”
Background

Author: The prophet Ezekiel of the priestly line of Buzi wrote this book (1:3). Being
from the temple priests of Jerusalem, Ezekiel was taken with the exiles to Babylon in
597 BC. Ezekiel lived with his wife (24:15-27) along with many exiles by the “River
Kebar” (1:1) near the Babylonian city of Nippur.

|700 BC | 600 BC I . . Lamentanons 500 B(l
2 Chronicles

2Kings Ezra & Nehemiah P>

‘

| Daniel |
King Hezekiah of Judah 716-687 [Habakkuk c. 609-598 e (yrus’s edict allows
King Manasseh of Judah 697643 o First exile of Jews to Babylon 605 Jews to return 538
Nahumc.663-612 o Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597 Rebuilding of temple
King Josiah of Judah 641-609 o Judah falls to Babylonia; 536-516
|Zéphaniah c. 641628 temple destroyed 586 Haggai c. 520
Fall of Nineveh, Assyria 612 @ Obadiah c. 586 Zechariahlc. 520-518

119 —




MAJOR PROPHETS

— 120

Most scholars agree that Ezekiel received his call from God when he was thirty years
old, the age he would have began his ministry as a priest (Num. 4:3). His ministry
could be seen as bizarre: Ezekiel lied motionless for long periods (4:4-7), was mute
(3:24-27; 24:25-27; 33:22), did not mourn the death of his wife (24:15-27), received
strange and vivid visions (1-3; 8-11; 15-18; 21; 23-24; 37-48), and behaved in unusual
ways, such as shaving his head with a sword and burning, cutting, or scattering the
hair around the city (5:1-4; 4:12; 12:3-5). The strangeness of his ministry pointed to
the terrible times God’s people were experiencing, their stubbornness and rejection of
God’s exhortations to repentance, and the years of exile, suffering, and punishment
they would experience.

Date: The book contains dates for many of the oracles Ezekiel received. We can
date his first vision to 593 BC (1:1-3) and his last one in 571 BC (29:17), which means
Ezekiel’s ministry lasted about 22 years. Ezekiel may have written his book shortly
after the end of his public ministry.

Setting: The events and prophecies of the book occurred during the period when
different groups of people from Judah were forced on the long march to Babylon. The
Assyrian empire had taken the northern kingdom of Israel captive over 100 years
earlier. Prominent people in Judah were taken into exile in Babylon over a period of
several years. Ezekiel himself was taken captive.

BABYLONIAN EMPIRE 612-539 BC
BABYLONIAN KINGDOM PEeRrsIAN (MEDIAN) KINGDOM D ARABIAN DESERT

Mt. Ararat
A
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eAmman
Tower of Babel
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People, Places, and Nations in Ezekiel’s Prophecies

EZEKIEL

Subject Text in Ezekiel Description Prophecy
Israel 4:1-5; 6-7; 12:18-28; Northern Kingdom The end has come for the
18:1-21:32; 23:1-10, of Israel kingdom of Israel.
36-49
Judah 4:6; 12:18-28; 18:1- Southern Kingdom The nation of Judah will fall
21:32;23:1-4,11-49 of Judah to Babylon.
Jerusalem 4:7-17; 8:1-11:15; Jerusalem, capital Jerusalem will be besieged
12:18-28; 15:1-17:24; city of Judah and destroyed. The temple
22:1-31; 24:1-27 will be desecrated.
Prince in 12:1-16; 21:25-27 Zedekiah, the last Zedekiah will be captured
Jerusalem king of Judah and taken to Babylon where
he will die, but he will never
“see” Babylon. Ezekiel’s
words were precisely
fulfilled (Jer. 39:1-7).
Ammon 25:1-7 Lands to the east Although their ancestors
across the Jordan made them close relatives
river from Israel and of Israel, these nations were
Moab 25:8-11 Judah hostile to Israel and Judah.
God will judge them.
Edom 25:12-14
Philistia 25:15-17 Lands to the God will judge the
immediate north, neighboring nations and
Tyre 26:1-28:19 south and west of city-states around Israel and
Israel and Judah Judah who were hostile or
. led Israel to worship idols.
Sidon 28:20-26
Egypt 29:1-32:32
Gog of Magog 38:1-39:29 Lands to the far God rules over all nations.
north, south, east Not only will Israel and
Persia 38:5 and west of Israel Judah be judged along with
and Judah their neighbor nations, but
so will the nations to the
i 385 north, south, east, and west.
Put 38:5
Sheba 38:13
Dedan 38:13
Tarshish and the 38:13;39:6
coastlands
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Themes

God is the Sovereign Judge. He will judge rightly all people and nations.

Individual Responsibility. God does not punish individuals for other people’s sins.

The Grace and Mercy of God. God in his mercy will rescue a remnant from the coming
destruction. God stands ready to forgive any who will truly turn to him and repent.

Hope for the Future. The faithful will receive God’s coming kingdom in all its glory.

Key Verses

Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you
according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD.
Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will
not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses
you have committed, and get a new heart and a new
spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? For I take no
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign
LorD. Repent and livel—Ezek. 18:31-32

[ will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I
will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a
heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.
—Ezek. 37:26-27

Being God'’s People

Then: Despite the many warnings through prophets,
most Israelites did not believe that God would allow
an evil people to conquer Jerusalem and destroy

the temple. Even when the Babylonians conquered
Jerusalem and exiled a portion of the population

to Babylon, those people who were exiled still
believed that God would destroy Babylon and rescue
them sooner rather than later. Ezekiel’s prophecy
proved sadly true when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed
Jerusalem and the temple in 586 BC. Yet, God’s
presence did not abandon his people. Rather, as
Ezekiel saw in a vision, God went to Babylon to be
with his people. In addition, Ezekiel saw that God’s
presence would remain with his people.

Apocalyptic Images

Apocalyptic literature—from a
Greek word meaning “unveiling,
uncovering”—in biblical times arose
during periods of great suffering
and persecution. When Babylon had
conquered Jerusalem and destroyed
the temple, God’s people needed
assurance and comfort. Ezekiel’s
prophecies included language that
pointed to the future, in vivid and
poetic images, and reassured the
people that God would restore them
and do justice in the world.

The book of Revelation in the New
Testament picks up many of those
images to present a vision of God's
plan for the world:

B Living Creatures and the Throne
of God (Ezek. 1:4-28; Rev. 4:1-11)

B Eating a Scroll (Ezek. 2:9-3:15;
Rev. 19:1-11)

B God’s Glory and the Temple
(Ezek. 10:1-22; Rev. 11:19)

B A Prostitute (Ezek. 16:1-59;
23:1-49; Rev. 17:1-18:24)

® Gog and Magog

(Ezek. 38:1-39:29; Rev. 20:7-10)

B The New Jerusalem
(Ezek. 40:1-48:35; Rev. 21:1-22:6)
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Now: Those who believe in Jesus as their King and Savior have God’s presence with
them always through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit renews our hearts so we can
be obedient and faithful to God. The book of Ezekiel is a reminder not to become
complacent, taking for granted God’s grace and blessings. The New Testament
reminds us that we must grow in our faith (Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Peter 2:2), to work on our
salvation (Phil. 2:12), to live like children of light (Eph. 4:17-5:14), and to be doers of
the Word (James 1:19-27).

Jesus in Ezekiel

The New Testament quotes or alludes to the book of Ezekiel over sixty times—about
forty times in the book of Revelation. Some of the most important imagery that Jesus
used to explain his ministry to his disciples comes from the book of Ezekiel: Jesus is
the true temple because he is Emmanuel, meaning “God with Us”(Matt. 1:23; John
1:14), he is the Shepherd King that Ezekiel spoke about (Ezek. 34), and Jesus is the
source of living waters (Ezek. 47:1-2; John 4:10-14; 7:38-39).

Symbolism Scripture What It Points To

Son of Man Ezek. 2:1; Matt. 8:20 The term means “human”as it is used in
Ezekiel, but it takes on a more Messianic
meaning in Daniel 7:13-14. Jesus is both
truly human and the heavenly Messiah.

The Grape Vine and Ezek. 15:1-8; John 15:1-8 The vine is a frequent prophetic image of
Its Wood God's people. The fruit bearing portion

is true believers; the dead wood refers to
pretenders. Jesus is the true vine.

“The lowly will be Ezek. 21:25-26; Matt. 23:12 Kingship is redefined as service to others,

exalted and the (see also Gen. 49:10) and Jesus is therefore the King of kings

exalted will be by right.

brought low.”

Shepherd, Sheep Ezek. 34:1-31; God is the true and good shepherd. David

and Goats Matt. 25:31-46; was a shepherd-king. Jesus is both David’s
John 10:1-18 son and God in the flesh. He will bring

One Flock, One together all God’s people.

Shepherd Ezek. 37:15-28; John 10:16

Opened Graves and Ezek. 37:1-14; Jesus gives new life to those who believe

a Resurrected People John 5:24-29; 11:25-26 in him.
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LIFE IN EXILE

Predictive
Prophecy

The prophecy of Daniel foretells
events than occurred later. This
is called predictive prophecy.
Predictive prophecy abounds

in the Scriptures. For example,
in Nebuchadnezzar's dream in
Daniel 2:5-23, the Babylonian
king dreamed of a statue with
its head, chest, belly and thighs,
and legs made with different
metals. Each section represented
a different kingdom that would
rule over Israel. These four
kingdoms were Babylon, Persia,
Greece, and Rome.

Daniel in the Lions’ Den by Peter Paul Rubens
Purpose

The book of Daniel has two sections and two purposes.

The first part of the book tells about the life of Daniel
and his friends in the Babylonian court (chapters
1-6). The purpose of this section is to teach the exiled
Israelites in Babylon how to live as God’s people in a
foreign, hostile land.

The second part of the book includes several visions
and dreams that tell about future world events and how
they affect God’s people (chapters 7-12). The purpose
of this section is also to encourage God’s people in
times of suffering and persecution by reassuring them
that history in under God’s control. In fact, God will do
wonders that will dwarf anything he had done before.

The two sections, although very different, have a common
theme: God rules over all. The book of Daniel urges us to
remember that if God has been faithful in history, then we
can rest assured that he continues to be faithful. And the
future, which Daniel reveals in part, is victorious for God
and his people.
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Outline

1. Daniel and His Friends (1-6)

Daniel and his friends in the Babylonian court (1)
Nebuchadnezzar's dream about the statue (2)
Nebuchadnezzar’s image and the fiery furnace (3)
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a tree (4)

Belshazzar and the fall of Babylon (5)

Daniel and the lions'den (6)

o on oo

A

Daniel’s Visions (7-12)

a. Vision of the four beasts (7)

b. Vision of the ram and the he-goat (8)
c. Vision of the seventy sevens (9)

d. Vision of the future of Israel (10-12)

Background

Author: The authorship of the book of Daniel has been much disputed. Traditionally,
Daniel is regarded as the author. Although some scholars have disagreed and brought
up some historical issues, a careful analysis of the book, along with historical and
archaeological discoveries, strongly suggest that the traditional view is correct.

Most of what we know about Daniel comes from this book. He was part of the first wave of
exiled people from Jerusalem who were deported to Babylon in 605 BC. He was a member
of the ruling or religious class of Jerusalem, who were the first groups to be deported.
Having arrived in Babylon as a young man, Daniel and his friends were trained as court
officials. Because of God'’s blessing, he rose quickly and became “the third highest ruler in
the kingdom” (Dan. 5:29). From the dates in the book, Daniel ministered from the first year
of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (605 BC; Dan. 1:1) to Cyrus’ third year (5635 BC; Dan. 10:1).

Date: Although impossible to peg a date, the writing of the book of Daniel probably
took place sometime during Daniel’s ministry, around 605-535 BC.

|700 BC | 600 BC I . . Lamentanons 500 B(l
2 Chronicles

2Kings Ezra & Nehemiah P>

‘

| Damiel |
King Hezekiah of Judah 716-687 [Habakkuk c. 609-598 e (yrus’s edict allows
King Manasseh of Judah 697643 o First exile of Jews to Babylon 605 Jews to return 538
Nahumc.663-612 o Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597 Rebuilding of temple
King Josiah of Judah 641-609 o Judah falls to Babylonia; 536-516
1Z&phaniah c. 641628 temple destroyed 586 Haggai c. 520
Fall of Nineveh, Assyria 612 @ Obadiah c. 586 Zechariahlc. 520-518

125 —




MAJOR PROPHETS

Themes

An Active God. The book of Daniel reveals that God is not merely a passive “Lord of

heaven.” He is the dynamic Lord of all and closely involved in the lives of his people
(2:20-23, 47-49; 3:28-30; 9:15-19).

A Saving and Judging God. As Ruler of the universe, God is the righteous Judge of
kings, nations, and history. He is also the powerful and compassionate Savior of his
people (2:47; 3:28-29; 4:1-3, 34-37; 5:22-30; 6:25-27; 7:13-14).

A Sovereign God. God rules over history. The future is no accident to God. He knows
it and is intimately involved in working out his plans (7:23-27; 8:19).

God is Breaking through in History. God will send his Man. The designation “Son
of Man” as a title for the coming Messiah is first revealed in Daniel. This was Jesus’
favorite term for himself (7:13-14; 9:25-26).

God and Resurrection. Though hinted at in other books (Psalms, Job, Ezekiel), Daniel
is the first to speak clearly about the hope of resurrection (12:1-2, 13).

Belshazzar

At one time it was thought
that the book of Daniel was
in error listing Belshazzar

as the last king of Babylon
(5:30—31) because it was
known that Nabonidus was
the last monarch of the
Babylonian empire. Later
archeological discoveries
revealed Belshazzar’s name
and identity as the coregent
son of Nabonidus. Nabonidus
was the king and Belshazzar
a co-king under his father.
This discovery clarified why
Belshazzar offered Daniel the
place of “third highest ruler in
the kingdom” (5:16, 29).

Key Verses

Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and
power are his. He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings
and deposed them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge
to the discerning. He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows
what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him.

—Dan. 2:20-22

“If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve
is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your
Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know,
Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.”—Dan. 3:17-18

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like
a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached
the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples,
nations and men of every language worshipped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away,
and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

—Dan. 7:13-14

Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some
to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.
—Dan. 12:2
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A Dream and a Vision

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream about the statue and Daniel’s vision of the four creatures
from the sea refer to the same historical events but use very different images.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream Daniel’s Vision of the The Kingdoms
of the Statue (Dan. 2) Four Creatures (Dan.7)  (Dates kingdom occupied Judah)
Head (Fine Gold) Lion with eagle’s wings Babylonia; King Nebuchadnezzar
to Belshazzar (605-539 8c)
Chest and Arms (Silver) Bear raised on one side; Medo-Persia; King Cyrus to
three ribs in its mouth Darius Ill (539-332 BC)
Belly and Thighs (Bronze) Leopard with four wings Greece; Alexander the Great and
and four heads the Four Divisions (332-63 8c)
Legs (Iron) and Feet (Iron and Clay) Beast with iron teeth, ten A Divided Kingdom; Many
horns; small horn with scholars believe this kingdom to
eyes and mouth be Rome (63 Bc—time of Jesus)

Stone (Cut out, not by human hands) Son of Man (Jesus Christ) The Everlasting Kingdom of God

Being God’s People

Then: For many years, being God’s
people meant enjoying the Promised
Land, worshiping God at the temple,
and learning and following the law.
After the people were captured and
exiled to Babylonia, God preserved
them. How could they learn to be
God’s people, loyal and obedient,
while living as a minority in a foreign
land? How could they worship and
honor God without the temple? The
book of Daniel shows through the life
of Daniel and his friends, and through
the powerful prophecies about the
future, what it meant to be God’s
people and how to be faithful to the
God of their ancestors.

Now: Christians all over the world
today continue to live in a foreign land
because our “citizenship is in heaven”
(Phil. 3:20). The lives of Daniel and his
friends remind us that God is with us,
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that his promises are reliable, and that he is in control because God is King. Moreover,
although we still suffer in this world, we know that Daniel’s visions about the future
ensure that justice will be vindicated, that evil will be destroyed, and that “at the

A Bilingual Book

Daniel is one of the few books
in the Old Testament that is
written in two languages.
Most of the Old Testament
was written in Hebrew, the
language of Israel. However,
significant portions of Daniel
(2:4b—7:28) are written in a
language known as Imperial
Aramaic. Because this was
the language of much of

the ancient Near East, the
Babylonian empire used it for
official communications.

Titles and Imagery of Jesus

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge
that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2:10-11).

Jesus in Daniel

The phrase “son of man” is just the Hebrew way of saying
human being (8:17). But the name takes on a special
significance in Daniel 7:13-14 where it describes someone
who rides on the clouds, is given an everlasting kingdom,
and is worshiped. The term became a title that referred to
the coming Messiah. It was the title Jesus most preferred
when speaking of himself.

Daniel uses other titles and imagery for the Messiah that
are reflected in the New Testament.

Book of Daniel New Testament

The rock that became a mountain

Dan. 2:34-35, 44-46

Luke 20:17-18; 1 Peter 2:8

The fourth man like “a son of the
gods”/ Angel of the Lord

Dan. 3:24-28
(See also Ex. 23:20-21)

Matt. 26:63-64, 27:54

The finger/hand of God

Dan. 5:5

Luke 11:20; John 8:6

One like a son of man

Dan. 7:13-14; 8:15; 10:16, 18

Mark 14:61-62

Prince of the Host

Dan. 7:13-14; 8:15; 10:16, 18

Rev. 19:11-16

The Anointed One (Messiah/Christ)

Dan. 9:25-26

Luke 24:25-27

A man dressed in linen, gold belt,
face like lightning, eyes like torches,
arms and legs like burnished bronze
and a voice like a multitude

Dan. 10:4-11

Rev. 1:13-18




HOSEA

A SPIRITUALLY ADULTEROUS NATION

Purpose

The book of Hosea emphasizes the importance of the covenant and the results of
breaking the covenant. Hosea is a window into the heart of God. Israel’s desire to

seek other gods and maneuver politically is spiritual adultery and breaks God’s heart.
Hosea’s faithfulness toward his unfaithful wife is an illustration of God’s commitment
to his covenant and his beloved. The book of Hosea anticipates God’s judgment against
Israel for breaking the covenant. The prophecy also calls the people of Israel to repent
and renew their relationship with God.
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Outline

1. Hosea and His Unfaithful Wife (1-3)

2. The Unfaithfulness of Israel (4-8)

3. The Judgment of Israel (9-10)

4. God Expresses His Love for Israel (11:1-11)

5. God Expresses His Anger against Israel’s Sin (11:12-13:16)

6. The Restoration of Israel (14) The Prophet Hosea
by Duccio di Buoninsegna

Background

Author: Hosea, the son of Beeri, was a prophet during the decline and fall of the
northern kingdom of Israel (also known as Samaria). Hosea was married and fathered
three children. His name means “salvation.”

Date: Hosea began his prophetic career during the reign of King Jeroboam II of Israel
(793-746 BC) and some scholars believe that he continued to prophesy for about 30
years until the fall of Samaria (722 BC).

Audience: Hosea’s primary audience was the northern kingdom of Israel. Since
Ephraim was a central and influential tribe in the northern kingdom, Hosea often
addresses his audience as “Ephraim.”
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HosEA

Setting: After many decades of peace and prosperity for Israel, Assyria began to emerge
as a powerful empire in the 800s BC. Expanding westward, the Assyrian empire imposed
their power on Israel and Israel’s neighbors by forcing them to submit and pay tribute.

In 743 BC, Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria put into effect a policy that would deport
conquered peoples from their native lands and then bring other exiles from other nations
to take their place. This policy was supposed to prevent rebellion from the conquered
peoples. Israel tried to form many alliances with Assyria, neighboring nations, and
Egypt. Those alliances expressed their lack of trust in God and led them to idolatry.

Themes
Marriage in Hosea

Disobedience separates us from God.
Many scholars believe that Hosea

was the first Hebrew prophet
to use marriage as a metaphor

God judges and punishes disobedience.

God is faithful and his love is everlasting.

God calls us to repentance. to compare Israel’s covenantal
God promises redemption and reconciliation. relationship with God.
Key Verses

L will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.”
I will say to those called "Not my people,” “You are my people’; and they will say, “You are my
God.”—Hos. 2:23

I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.—Hos. 6:6

When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.—Hos. 11:1

Being God'’s People

God will never give up on us, and he will always be faithful to his promise to be our
God and to provide for us. Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, God’s love led him to keep
a remnant safe. Through that remnant, God sent his Son, the Messiah. God calls us to
repentance and wants us to trust in him alone. Trusting in ourselves, our families, or
our money to provide protection or sustenance is spiritual adultery. We are challenged
to transfer our loyalties from our power and possessions back to God.

Jesus in Hosea

Matthew quotes Hosea 11:1, “out of Egypt I called my son,” when Jesus escaped Herod's
persecution (Matt. 2:13-18). Jesus fulfilled Hosea’s prophecy by redeeming a people who
broke God'’s heart through unfaithfulness. Jesus delivered God’s people from the slavery
of sin and death, often equated to the bondage the Israelites experienced in Egypt. Jesus,
the Lion of Judah, roars upon his victory over the grave that delivers us from our Egypts

and Assyrias, from all those places in our lives that hold us captive.




JOEL

THE GREAT AND DREADFUL DAY OF THE LORD

Purpose

The book of Joel calls the people of Judah to repentance and warns them—and their
neighbors—of a future time when God will judge them. The book of Joel speaks of the
“day of the Lord.” In that day, God will pour out his Spirit on the nations. The day is
also one of judgment against God’s enemies. Joel assures Judah’s future safety from
these threats, and promises full redemption.

Outline

1. The Plague of Locusts and a Call to Repentance (1:1-20)

2. The Army from the North and a Call to Repentance (2:1-27)

3. The Day of the Lord (2:28-3:21)
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JOEL

Background

Author: Joel, whose name means “Yahweh is God,” is identified as the son of Pethuel
(1:1). Nothing else is known about him.

Date and Audience: The exact date for the book of Joel is unknown and debated.

Some scholars understand Joel as prophesying to the people of Judah between 609 BC
and 586 BC just before their exile to Babylon, while others suggest a date following the
exile, as early as 515 BC or as late as 350 BC.

Themes

Repent and return to the Lord to avoid judgment.
God will judge all nations on the day of the Lord.

God will bring salvation to his people and pour out
his Spirit.

Key Verses
& JF HER

“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your '3# A

heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.”

—Joel 2:12

And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.—Joel 2:28-29

Being God’s People

In uncertain times—when God’s people were threatened - Pentecost

and surrounded by their enemies—God promised to
bring salvation to his people and empower them with his
Holy Spirit. God has poured his Holy Spirit upon every
believer, allowing us to be adopted into God’s family

Joel's prophecy regarding the
pouring out of God's Spirit
was fulfilled at Pentecost

and empowering us to be God’s holy nation and royal (Acts 2:17-21). The coming
priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). of the Spirit upon all of God’s
people, without distinction
Jesus in JOE' of gender, age, nationality, or
social standing, was part of
The prophet Joel anticipated the day of the Lord as a the great “day of the Lorp”
great and dreadful day. It was a day of salvation and (Joel 2:28-31).

judgment. Jesus came to the world to save it (John 3:16)
and, one day, will come to judge it (Acts 10:42; 17:31). The
prophet visualized a day to come. Yet, Jesus is fulfilling the
prophecy in two parts: in his first coming about 2,000 years
ago and when he returns in power, glory, and victory.




AMOS

SOCIETY GONE AWRY

p
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Purpose

Amos prophesied against Israel during a time of great material prosperity and peace.
He brought words about God’s imminent judgment upon Israel. This judgment came
because the people of Israel had corrupted the worship of God, treated the poor and
the weak with injustice, and betrayed their covenant vows with God. The result of
their disobedience and lack of mercy would be their destruction at the hands of a

foreign nation.

However, God is merciful. Judgment is never God’s last word. Amos provided them
with a glimmer of hope: God would preserve and restore a remnant in Israel who
would return to the Promised Land and would remain in Israel forever (9:15).
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Outline

. Judgment on Israel’s Neighbors (1:1-2:5)

—

N

. Judgment on Israel (2:6-4:13)

w

. A Call to Repentance (5:1-5:17)

AMOS

4. Warning against False Religion, the Unjust, and the Prideful (5:18-6:14)

5. God’s Final Judgment of Israel (7:1-9:10)

6. God’'s Promise of Restoration (9:11-9:15)

Background

Author: Amos was from Tekoa, a small village in Judah—probably about six miles
(10 km) south of Bethlehem—where he was a shepherd, a herdsman, and cultivator of
sycamore-fig trees (1:1; 7:14-15). Amos’s name means “burden” or “burden bearer.”
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Amos definitely had a burden
to bear—informing the
prosperous nation of Israel that
they would surely meet their
impending doom.

Date: Amos was a prophet
during the reigns of King
Uzziah over Judah (792-740 BC)
and King Jeroboam II over
Israel (793-746 BC). Most
scholars agree that the book of
Amos was written sometime
between 760 BC and 753 BC,
approximately 32-38 years
before Israel’s Assyrian
captivity.

Audience: Even though Amos
was from the kingdom of
Judah, he was prophesying

and writing to the kingdom of
Israel. His prophetic ministry
centered in Bethel—the location
of the king’s temple in the
northern kingdom of Israel
(7:13).
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Setting: During the reign of the evil King Jeroboam II

(793-746 BC; 2 Kings 14:24), the kingdom of Israel was enjoying
a prosperous period—they were wealthy, with a significant
military and political power in their region. As a result,

many individuals in the kingdom—especially high-ranking
officials—were living luxuriously, indulging in idol worship
and immoral behavior, and mistreating the poor.

As prosperity increased in Israel, so did their immorality and
injustices. Israel believed that because they were prosperous,
they were within God’s graces. God sent Amos to correct this
misinterpretation.

The Prophet Amos

Themes by Gustave Dore
Day of the Lord ) .

Social Justice. The consistent message of the Scriptures
The Israelites expected the day is that God’s people ought to care for the poor, the widow,
of the Lord to be only a day and the weak (Ex. 22:21-27; Deut. 23:19; 24:6-17; Amos
of redemption in which God 2:6-7; 5:11-12). The Old Testament prophets treated social
would defeat Israel’s enemies injustice as seriously as idolatry, as Amos shows in his
(Amos 5:18). The prophets, prophecy (Amos 2:6-7; 5:11-12; 8:4-6).

however, turn the day upside
down: instead of light, there
will be darkness; instead of
redemption, there will be

Proper Worship. God does not desire meaningless ritual
and heartless performance of religious rites. God desires
mercy, justice, righteousness, obedience, and heartfelt

_ worship.

judgment (Amos 5:18, 20).

The day of the Lord is a day of

salvation and condemnation— Key Verses

the “great and dreadful day of Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God

the Loro” (Joel 2:28-31). Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. Hate evil, love

good; maintain justice in the courts.—Amos 5:14-15a

Being God’s People

God’s call to Israel in Amos’s time is just as relevant today. Amos challenged people to
worship with their hearts and to be compassionate to those in weak social positions.
As God’s people, we are called to seek justice and care for the poor.

Jesus in Amos

Jesus echoes Amos continuously throughout his teaching. Jesus commanded his
followers to feed the hungry, to cloth the naked, to welcome the outcasts, to care for
the sick, and to visit the imprisoned (Matt. 25:31-46). Jesus also criticized the religious
leaders for offering “lip service” to God, but not truly living a fruitful and God-
pleasing life (Matt. 15:1-20).




OBADIAH

A VISION AGAINST EDOM

Wadi Rum Valley in Southern Jordan

Purpose Outline

The book of Obadiah—the shortest 1. God'’s Judgment of Edom (1-9)
book in the Old Testament—judges the
people of Edom for their disregard and
mistreatment of the people of Judah. God 3 s /56’5 Vi ctory (15-21)
will destroy Edom—as a people and a

nation. The book of Obadiah assures the

people of Judah that God will keep his

promises and give them their inheritance.

2. Edom’s Violations (10-14)
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Background

Author: Obadiah’s name, which means “servant of Yahweh” or “worshiper of
Yahweh,” is a common name in the Old Testament. Nothing else is known about him.

Date: Many scholars conclude that Obadiah prophesied against Edom shortly after
Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians. The reasons this date is preferable are:

1. Obadiah describes God’s judgment against Edom for “standing aloof while
strangers [the Babylonians] carried off his [Judah’s] wealth and foreigners entered
his gates and cast lots for Jerusalem” (Obad. 11).

2. Obadiah goes on to describe the Edomites harassing the people of Judah on the day
of their destruction, trouble, disaster, and calamity (the destruction of Jerusalem
and the temple by the Babylonians).

Audience: Obadiah’s vision of judgment targets the people of Edom and the promises
of hope and victory are for the people of Judah.

Who Was Edom? Themes
Edom was a small kingdom Judgment against Edom
southwest of the Dead Sea and God’s promises and Israel’s inheritance

south of Moab. The name of
the kingdom derives from Esau,
whose name was Edom (Gen.

Hope that God will restore his people and keep his promises

25:30). The Edomites were Key Verses

Esau’s descendants. Although Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be
related to the Israelites, the covered with shame; you will be destroyed forever—Obad. 10
Edomites were often hostile to

the Israelites. Erom the time But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, and Jacob
of the exodus, the Edomites will possess his inheritance.—Obad. 17

refused to allow the Israelites . ,
to pass through their territory Bemg God’s People

(Num. 20:14-21). Later, they

made alliances against Israel
and Judah (2 Kings 16:6). In

God kept his promises to Abraham: “and whoever curses
you I will curse” (Gen. 12:3). His kingdom will come and

) : . reign supreme. God judges those who stand in the way of
LR e Babyionianempire his purpose and persecute his people. We are challenged to
conquered and destroyed the endure persecution and are encouraged to remain patient
Edomite kingdom (Jer. 27:3, 6). through life’s difficulties knowing that God is for us.

Jesus in Obadiah

Obadiah promised the people of Judah that God will keep the promise he made
to Abraham. His people will receive redemption and their promised inheritance.
Jesus fulfilled the promises made to Abraham. Those who believe in Jesus receive
redemption and their promised inheritance (Col. 1:9-14; Heb. 9:15).




JONAH

A GRACIOUS AND COMPASSIONATE GOD

.

- .

Purpose

This is a short and powerful book. The book illustrates how one cannot hide from God.
Jonah tried to flee from God. However, God knows all things and is all-powerful.

The book of Jonah shows that God’s mercy and compassion extend to all nations, even
to those who appear to be beyond redemption. God is the one and only God for all
people, and God’s love and mercy are not exclusive.
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Outline

1. Jonah Flees from the Lord (1:1-16)
2. Jonah'’s Prayer (1:17-2:10)

3. Jonah Goes to Nineveh (3:1-10)

4. Jonah Resents God’s Mercy (4:1-11)

Background

Author: Jonah was the son of Amittai and was from Gath Hepher in Zebulun. Jonah
is mentioned in the book of 2 Kings where he prophesies about King Jeroboam II
restoring the boundaries of Israel (14:25).

Date: According to 2 Kings 14:25, Jonah lived during the reign of King Jeroboam II of
Israel (793-746 BC). Many scholars agree that Jonah was written sometime between
783 BC and 753 BC.

Audience: Jonah’s message of repentance was for Nineveh. However, the message of
God’s compassion and mercy was also intended for the people of Israel and Judah.

Setting: During the reign of Jeroboam II, the kingdom of Israel was enjoying a
prosperous period. Assyria was still a threat, but the people of Israel were under the
impression that God was exclusively blessing and protecting them. Several events that
occurred in Assyria from 765 BC to 755 BC, including a solar eclipse and two plagues, may
have explained why the Ninevites were so open to Jonah’s message of repentance.
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Themes

JONAH

God’s Omniscience and Omnipresence. God is everywhere and knows our every

move. One cannot hide from God.

God’s Compassion and Mercy. God will judge the disobedient. However, when one

genuinely repents, God is compassionate and merciful.

God’s Universal Sovereignty. God is the one and only God and is the true God for

all people.

Key Verses

“In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. From deep in the realm of the dead I

called for help, and you listened to my cry.”—]Jonah 2:1

“I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in

love, a God who relents from sending calamity.”—Jonah 4:2b

Being God’s People

God loves all people, everywhere. God’s love is not exclusive; it’s universal and
timeless. God will show compassion and mercy to anyone who repents and asks for

forgiveness.

Nineveh was the capital city of the nation that threatened
to destroy Israel. Jonah tried to run away. He didn’t even
want to preach repentance to his enemy, he wanted God to
judge them harshly, not forgive them. The message of Jonah
challenges us to love our enemies and pray for those who
persecute us. It also assures us that we can’t run away

from God.

Jesus in Jonah

Jesus compared himself to Jonah (Matt. 12:40—41). First,
Jonah spent three days and three nights in the belly of a
great fish and Jesus spent three days in the belly of the
earth. Second, Jonah preached repentance to the Gentiles in
Nineveh and God showed them mercy. In the same way, the
gospel of Christ will be preached to the Gentiles and they
too will receive the grace and mercy of God.

Big Fish Stories

The Hebrew word dag gadol

literally means “great fish."The
Hebrews didn't have a word for
“whale” so they may have used
Dag to refer to whales and fish.

Some people see Jonah as an
allegory in which the big fish
represents Babylon swallowing
up God’s people in exile only

to spit them back into the
Promised Land after a time of
repentance and purification.
Others read Jonah as a parable
illustrating God’s authority,
compassion, and mercy for all
nations. Conservative scholars
agree that Jonah was a historical
person and the book reports his
experience as history.




MICAH

SEEK JUSTICE, LOVE MERCY, WALK HUMBLY

— 142
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Micah Preaching to the Israelites by Gustave Dore

Purpose

Micah prophesied against the leaders of his people for their injustice, greed, and lack
of humility. Micah brought word about God’s justice, the destruction of Samaria the
capital of Israel, and the fall of Jerusalem the capital of Judah.

However, the prophet also proclaimed a vision of redemption and forgiveness. Micah
promised that a remnant would return, regain their inheritance, and worship the Lord.
True worship looks a certain way: “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with your God” (Mic. 6:8).
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Outline

. Judgment of Israel and Judah (1:1-2:11)

—

2. Restoration of Israel and Judah (2:12-13)
3. Leaders and Prophets Rebuked (3:1-12)
4. Hope and Redemption (4:1-5:15)

5. God'’s Case against Israel (6:1-7:7)

(o))

. The Final Restoration of Israel (7:8-20)
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Background

Author: Micah, whose
name means “who is
like Yahweh,” was from
the town of Moresheth,
often identified with
Moresheth-gath located
southwest of Jerusalem.
The prophet’s name

is a reminder of the
confession: “Who is a
God like you...” (Mic.
7:18). He lived at the
same time as Isaiah and
was mentioned later by
Jeremiah (Jer. 26:18).

Date: Micah began his
prophetic career during
the reign of King Jotham
(750-732 BC), through
the reign of King Ahaz
(735-716 BC), and
completed his prophecies
during the reign of King
Hezekiah (716-687 BC).
Many scholars suggest a
date for his ministry, and
perhaps the book, from
738-698 BC.
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Audience: Micah was from a town in Judah, but his primary audience was the
northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria) and the city of Jerusalem.

Setting: From 734-732 BC, Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser III defeated Aram (Syria),
Philistia, Ashkelon, and Gaza. The kingdoms of Judah, Ammon, Edom, and Moab
were forced to pay tribute to Assyria. In 722 BC, Samaria fell and Assyria conquered
the northern king of Israel. All residents in Israel were deported to other nations.
Ten years later, in 712 BC, Ashdod fell to King Sargon II of Assyria. In 701 BC, Judah
joined an unsuccessful revolt against Assyria. Jerusalem was spared but was forced
to pay tribute.

Themes
God judges and punishes disobedience.
God is loving and faithful to his promises.
God hates injustice, idolatry, greed, lack of mercy, and empty ritualistic religion.

God desires mercy, humility, and justice.

Key Verses

But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to
declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin.—Mic. 3:8

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient
times.—Mic. 5:2

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.—Mic. 6:8

Being God’s People

In a time of great upheaval, God promised that his kingdom would reign eternally
and the Messiah would deliver and redeem his people (Mic. 5:1-4).

God calls us to true worship: to seek justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with God.

Jesus in Micah

Micah predicts the birthplace of Jesus in Bethlehem, but more than that, this
prophecy states that this “shepherd” will lead God’s people into an eternal kingdom
that will reach to the ends of the earth (Mic. 5:2-5). When the angel Gabriel
announced the birth of Jesus to Mary, he told her that Jesus “will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:33).




NAHUM

THE DESTRUCTION OF NINEVEH

-

Assyrian King Ashurbanipal, Nineveh (Iraq), c. 645-640 BC

Purpose

The primary purpose of the book of Nahum is to warn about God’s judgment against the
Assyrian capital of Nineveh for its cruelty, injustice, idolatry, and wickedness. God plans
to destroy Nineveh, and Nahum is delivering this message.

The book of Nahum also proclaims God’s mercy and kindness. God is slow to anger and
abounding in love, yet God is firm and just. He will avenge his people for the cruelty they
received from Assyria. God will eventually judge and destroy the wicked.

|700 BC | 600 BC I . . Lamentanons 500 B(l
2 Chronicles

2Kings Ezra & Nehemiah P>

‘

| Daniel |
King Hezekiah of Judah 716-687 [Habakkuk c. 609-598 e (yrus’s edict allows
King Manasseh of Judah 697643 o First exile of Jews to Babylon 605 Jews to return 538
Nahumc.663-612 o Second exile of Jews to Babylon 597 Rebuilding of temple
King Josiah of Judah 641-609 o Judah falls to Babylonia; 536-516
|Zéphaniah c. 641628 temple destroyed 586 Haggai c. 520
Fall of Nineveh, Assyria 612 @ Obadiah c. 586 Zechariahlc. 520-518

145 —




MINOR PROPHETS

— 146

Outline
1. God Is Merciful and Just (1:1-7)
2. God Will Judge and Destroy Nineveh (1:8-2:13)

3. Woe to Nineveh (3:1-19)

Background

Author: Nahum, from the town of Elkosh, lived at the time
of Zephaniah and the young Jeremiah. His name is related
to the name Nehemiah, which means “the Lord comforts.”
The book of Nahum provided comfort for the people of
Judah upon the destruction of Nineveh.

Date: The book of Nahum describes the prophet’s vision
regarding the events leading up to the fall of Nineveh in
612 BC. On this basis, some suggest a date from 663—-612 BC
for the writing of the book. The reasons this period is
plausible are: (1) Nahum refers to the fall of Thebes (3:8-10),
which occurred in 663 BC; and (2) Nahum details the fall of
Nineveh, which occurred in 612 BC.

Audience: Although the book deals with the future of

the Assyrian capital of Nineveh, Nahum'’s prophecy was
primarily for the people of Judah. God’s words were meant
for God’s people.

.
r Fall of Nineveh

The walls around Nineveh were
100 feet high (30.5 m) and wide
enough to hold three chariots
riding side by side. Surrounded
by a moat 150 feet (46 m)
wide and 60 feet (18 m) deep,
Nineveh had enough supplies
to survive a 20-year siege.
Nahum’s prophecy seemed
highly unlikely. But in 612 8,
the Babylonians laid siege to
Nineveh for three months. They
were finally successful when
the flooded Tigris River ate
away at the walls allowing the
soldiers to enter the city, thus
fulfilling Nahum'’s prophecy:
“but with an overwhelming
flood he will make an end of
Nineveh” (1:8).

Setting: After the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria) fell in 722 BC, the people of
Judah watched as Assyria deported the people of Israel and tortured their leaders. The
people of Judah also endured a century of cruelty and wicked treatment from Assyria.
After the death of Assyrian King Ashurbanipal in 627 BC, the Assyrian empire began

and the Medes in 612 BC.

Themes

in him.

his people.

b b Ty ! o MER BA: L
Impalement of Jews,
Neo-Assyrian relief

God judges the wicked, cruel, and unjust.

to decline rapidly. Nineveh, the capital city, fell to the Babylonians

God is good, slow to anger, and a refuge for those who trust

God will bring about swift justice to those who oppose him and
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Key Verses

Elkosh

But the LORD is slow to anger but great in power; the LORD will

not leave the guilty unpunished. His way is in the whirlwind and e ion of Elkash

the storm, and clouds are the dust of his feet.—Nah. 1:3 ISUncertain, however, some
scholars believe it was located
The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those in southern Judah and later
who trust in him.—Nah. 1.7 called El-Kauzeh. It has also
been suggested that the
BEiI‘Ig God'’s People Galilean city of Capernaum,

which means “village of
Nahum,” was originally
named Elkosh, but renamed
(apernaum to commemorate
the prophet Nahum.

God promised in Nahum to avenge his people and judge
the wicked. God is both kind and stern (Rom. 11:22). When
we are kind and merciful, God will show us kindness and
mercy. When we are heartless, God will judge us sternly.

Jesus in Nahum

God is a stern judge, but he is also merciful. God’s mercy reached its culmination with
Jesus on the cross. The apostle Paul writes, “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath
but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether
we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him” (1 Thess. 5:9-10).
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! HABAKKUK

WHY DOES EVIL GO UNPUNISHED?

‘ !

PAT L a‘ - L & WP
Warriors on the Babylonian Ishtar Gate, c. 575 BC

Purpose

In the book of Habakkuk, the prophet asks, “Why does God let people get away with
evil?” Habakkuk wonders why God tolerates wickedness among his people. After God
answers him, the prophet is perplexed by how God allows a wicked nation like the
Babylonians to impart justice upon God’s own people.

The prophet Habakkuk grapples with how God’s anger and justice relate to his

love and mercy. Habakkuk recognizes that God is powerful and God’s actions are
mysterious and incomprehensible. The Lord will always render a righteous judgment.
At the end of the book, the prophet rejoices and is comforted knowing that God will
punish the wicked and will redeem his people.
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HABAKKUK

Outline
1. Habakkuk’s First Complaint: Why does evil go unpunished? (1:2-4)

2. God's Answer to the First Complaint: | will raise the Babylonians
to punish the wicked. (1:5-11)

3. Habakkuk’s Second Complaint: How can a loving God allow the
wicked Babylonians to punish a less wicked people? (1:12-2:1)

4. God'’s Answer to the Second Complaint: | will eventually
punish all the wicked—including Babylonia. (2:2-20)

5. Habakkuk’s Prayer of Praise. (3:1-19)

Background

Author: Habakkuk lived at the time of the prophet Jeremiah. Some scholars believe
that Habakkuk was a temple prophet in Judah. His name might be derived from a
Hebrew word meaning “embrace.”

Date: Many scholars suggest a date for the book of Habakkuk during the early reign
of Johoiakim (609-598 BC) while Babylonia was advancing westward conquering
nations under the leadership of Nebuchadnezzar. The reasons this period is preferable
are: (1) King Johoiakim was a king who led the people of Judah to embrace the
wickedness and evil described in Habakkuk 1:2—4; (2) The Babylonians were coming
onto the scene as a world power and threat to Judah—as described in Habakkuk
1:5-11—shortly before the death of King Josiah in 609 BC.

Audience: Habakkuk is an unusual type of prophetic book because the prophecy itself
is the prophet’s own complaint to God. The dialogue between God and the prophet
occurs for the benefit of God’s people.

Setting: After the death of King Josiah of Judah in 609 BC, Josiah’s son Jehoahaz was
made king. After three months, Pharaoh Neco III deported Jehoahaz to Egypt and placed
his brother Jehoiakim on the throne as a vassal to Egypt. Jehoiakim was a wicked king
and evil flourished in Judah under his leadership.

The two decades after the death of King Josiah, the
Babylonians rose as a world power conquering one
nation after another as they swept westward from
Mesopotamia. In 586 BC, the Babylonians destroyed Judah
and the temple, and exiled most of Judah’s inhabitants.

Themes

o ) Figures on the
B God’s justice is mysterious. Babylonian Ishtar

. . Gate, c. 575 BC
B Why does it seem that God tolerates evil?

B God is powerful and in control.
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Key Verses

How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!”
but you do not save?—Hab. 1:2

Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in
your days that you would not believe, even if you were told—Hab. 1:5

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop
fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the
stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior—Hab. 1:18-19

Being God’s People

God will bring justice, but his timing is not the same as ours. God’s answers to
Habakkuk can provide insight into our difficult questions. Sometimes it appears that
God tolerates evil. How can a loving God allow the wicked to prosper and the good to
suffer? Habakkuk addresses these issues and challenges us to trust in God and live in
faithful obedience to him.

Jesus in Habakkuk

Habakkuk recognized that God would eventually bring justice and redeem his people
(Hab. 3:13). God’s ultimate redemption comes to completion in Jesus Christ. By the
grace of God, Jesus crushed wickedness. On the cross, Jesus overcame sin, death, and
Satan offering the world God’s love, mercy, and justice (Eph. 2:1-10).




/ZEPHANIAH

REPENT OR BE DESTROYED

Purpose

The book’s primary purpose is to warn the people of Judah of God’s impending
judgment upon them and their neighbors. The doom on the coming “day of the Lord”
would be devastating to Judah and their neighbors. Zephaniah appeals to Judah and
calls them to repentance. Zephaniah promises that God will raise a remnant of faithful
people in Judah and will restore and redeem them.
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Outline
1. Judgment on the Day of the Lord (1:1-18)

2. A Call for Judah to Repent (2:1-3) LAl
010bhAA

3. Judgment on Judah’s Neighboring Nations (2:4-15) ;{iw,j,{;
VAT
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£ ) ) NN

4. Judgment on Jerusalem (3:1-8)

5. The Remnant of Israel Restored (3:9-20)

The Prophet Zephaniah

Background

Author: Zephaniah is identified as the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of
Amariah, the son of Hezekiah (1:1). Zephaniah was most likely from Jerusalem. If he
was from the royal line of King Hezekiah, then Zephaniah was familiar with the royal
courts. Zephaniah lived at the time of Nahum and the young Jeremiah. The name
Zephaniah means “the Lord hides” and could refer to: (1) Zephaniah was hidden from
the evil ways of King Manasseh; (2) God will hide his remnant from the horror to come
in the day of the Lord; (3) God remains hidden even though the prophet exhorts Judah
to seek the Lord.

Date: Zephaniah ministered during the reign of King Josiah (641-609 BC). Many
scholars suggest that Zephaniah’s prophecy occurred early in King Josiah’s reign
(641-628 BC), since it probably occurred before the Babylonian empire conquered and
destroyed Jerusalem.

Audience: The book of Zephaniah was intended for the people of Judah as a warning of
God’s coming judgment.

King Josiah by Julius Schnoor von
Carolsfeld

While renovating the temple, the
high priest found “the book of the
law” and brought it to King Josiah.
~_~ Theking ordered it to be read to the
. people of Jerusalem (2 Kings 22-23).




ZEPHANIAH

Setting: In Judah, King Josiah was the last good king of Judah. Josiah put in place
several reforms in Judah from 632 to 621 BC. He reigned during a time of political
and military transition in the world around Judah. After the death of Assyrian ruler
Ashurbanipal in 627 BC, the Assyrian empire began to decline rapidly. For that
reason, the Babylonian empire began to increase in power and influence, overcoming
Assyria and destroying the Assyrian capital of Nineveh in 612 BC.

Although Josiah was the last of Judah’s good kings, Israel and Judah’s many sins in the
past, especially those of Manasseh (2 Kings 21:1-18), led the kingdom away from God.
Because of Josiah, God delayed his just punishment of Judah. However, Zephaniah
reminded them that God’s punishment would come and be terrible.

Themes

The day of the Lord.
God will judge the nations and destroy them.
God calls us to repent.

God will restore a remnant of his people and keep his promises.

Key Verses

The great day of the LORD is near—near and coming quickly. The cry on the day of the LORD is
bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry.—Zeph. 1:14

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek
humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger—Zeph. 2:3

The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.—Zeph. 3:17

Being God’s People

God kept his promises and restored a remnant of his people. Out of that remnant,
God sent his only Son to redeem his people for eternity, saving us from complete
destruction on the day of the Lord. One day God will judge and destroy those
who live in sin and continue in their wickedness. God challenges us to avoid our
sinful ways, repent, and seek his redemption found in Jesus Christ.

Jesus in Zephaniah

The day of the Lord is inevitable and on that day, God will judge the nations and
make new heavens and a new earth. All who confess Jesus as their Redeemer will
be saved (2 Peter 3:10-13).




! HAGGAI

GIVE CAREFUL THOUGHT TO YOUR WAYS

o =
e A

The Temple Mount in Jerusalem where the temple once stood

Purpose

In a time of widespread indifference toward serving the Lord, the prophet Haggai
challenged God’s people to “give careful thought to your ways” (1:5).

In Haggai’s day, the Jews had returned to Jerusalem after 70 years of exile in foreign
lands. At first they enthusiastically began rebuilding God’s temple, but then fell into
apathy and stopped construction (1:2). God’s message through Haggai challenged the
people to wake up from their spiritual slumber and take on the task at hand because
God Almighty is with them and will bless them when they make him their first priority.

Outline

1. Message to Rebuild the House of the Lord (1:1-11)

2. The People Respond to the Message and Resume Rebuilding (1:12-15)
3. Message to Be Strong, for God Will Fill His House with Glory (2:1-9)

4. Message to Be Holy, for God Will Bless His People (2:10-19)

5. Message to Zerubbabel of Future Blessing (2:20-23)
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HAGGAI

Background

Author: Little is known about Haggai, whose name means “festal/festival.” He is
mentioned in Ezra 5:1-2 and 6:14 as prophesying alongside the younger prophet
Zechariah.

Date: The book of Haggai gives specific dates when “the word of the Lord came
through the prophet” (1:1; 2:1, 10, 20). According to these dates, Haggai prophesied in
520 BC for a span of fifteen weeks in the sixth to the ninth months of the Babylonian
calendar. This was when Zerubbabel was governor of Judah and Joshua was the high
priest. The rebuilt temple was completed in 516 BC, four years after Haggai’s ministry.

Audience: Haggai prophesied to the exiles who had
returned to Judah, particularly in Jerusalem where the Zerubbabel
temple was to be rebuilt (Ezra 5:1-2).

As a descendant of King
Setting: The economy of this region was slow. The people Jehoiachin, Zerubbabel was
worked hard, but could never seem to prosper as they had an heir to the throne of Judah
expected (Hag. 1:5-6, 9). Perhaps this is why they said, (1 Chron. 3:17-19). Persia’s
“the time has not yet come for the Lord’s house to be built” King Cyrus appointed him
(1:2). They were waiting for a time of prosperity before they governor of Judah when the

would turn their attention to spiritual matters. B les/returnediin 538 c.

In the books of Haggai and
Themes Zechariah, Zerubbabel, who is
an ancestor of Jesus
(Matt. 1:13; Luke 3:27),
foreshadows the coming
Messiah.

House of the Lord (Temple). The temple was a sign of
God’s presence with his people. To neglect building the
temple demonstrated great apathy toward God. The people
lived in their paneled houses, but the Lord’s house remained
in ruins (1:4, 9). Once the people responded to Haggai’s
message and resumed rebuilding the temple (1:14), God
promised to fill his temple with glory and bless his people (2:9, 19).
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God Is Active in This World. In contrast to the apathy of the people, Haggai
emphasizes how much God is actively involved in the world. In the book of Haggai,
God sends (1:12), stirs up (1:14), shakes (2:6, 21), withholds (1:10), fills (2:7), strikes
(2:17), chooses (2:23), and blesses (2:19). Just as the Lord Almighty is active, his people
should also be active.

Key Verses

“Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this [the Lord’s]
house remains a ruin?... Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted much, but
harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill.

You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with
holes in it.”—Hag. 1:4-6

“Be strong, all you people of the land,” declares the LORD,“and work. For I am with you,”
declares the LORD Almighty.—Hag. 2:4b

Being God’s People

For Haggai, the fact that the ground produced little and that resources were scarce
was not simply a matter of needing better farming methods or better planning. It was
primarily a spiritual matter. The people needed God’s blessing. They needed to take
up the spiritual work God had called them to instead of just their own work.

Haggai’s message rings just as true for us today. No matter what our financial situation
may be, we must make God our first priority. When we do that, he assures us that he
will be with us and will bless us.

Jesus in Haggai

The temple and Zerubbabel foreshadowed the future ministry of the coming Messiah.

The Messiah would be the desire of all nations (Hag. 2:6-7), chosen, authoritative, like

a signet ring on God’s hand. God would once more shake the world and fill his temple
with the glory of Christ (Heb. 12:26-28; Matt. 27:51-53; Luke 21:26).




/ZECHARIAH

THE LORD WILL REIGN OVER ALL

Purpose

The book of Zechariah (the longest of the Minor Prophets) reminds the people that
God is sovereign and faithful to his covenant with them. He is on their side. Along
with the prophet Haggai, Zechariah encouraged the people who had returned to
Jerusalem after many years in exile to continue rebuilding the temple. The book

of Zechariah not only looks at the present situation in which the people were
reestablishing their homeland and building the temple, but it also looks forward
to a day when God’s sovereignty will be recognized throughout the world and all
peoples—Jew and Gentile—will come and worship the Lord (2:11; 6:15; 14:16).
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Outline

1. Call for the People to Return to the Lord (1:1-6)

2. Visions and Messages for the People (1:7-8:23)
a. Zechariah’s eight visions (1:7-6:8)
b. Zechariah told to crown the high priest Joshua

(6:9-15)
c. Zechariah's four messages (7-8)

3. Oracles against the Nations (9-14)
a. First oracle (9-11)
b. Second oracle (12-14)

Background

Zechariah’s vision of the lampstand
and olive trees (Zech. 4:1-14)

Author: Zechariah, a prophet of priestly lineage, was born in Babylon and came to
Jerusalem with the exiles who returned under Zerubbabel (Zech. 1:1, 7; Neh. 12:4,

16). He is mentioned along with the older prophet Haggai in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14.
Zechariah—a name shared with at least 29 other figures in the Old Testament—means

“Yahweh remembers.”

The Prophet Zechariah by Michelangelo

Themes

¥ Rebuilding the temple of the Lord.

Because the content and writing style of
chapters 1-8 differs so much from chapters
9-14 and because Zechariah’s name is not
mentioned in 9-14, it’s often believed that
9-14 was not written by Zechariah but by a
much later author.

Date and Audience: Zechariah prophesied
to the people in Jerusalem during the time
that Zerubbabel was governor of Judah and
Joshua was the high priest (Ezra 5:1-2). The
dates mentioned in Zechariah 1:1, 7; 7:1 place
his ministry in chapters 1-8 during the early
years of the reign of Persia’s King Darius I
(520-518 BC). The date of chapters 9-14 is
uncertain, but it is sometimes dated in the
400s BC because it mentions Greece as a world
power (9:13).

B God’s comfort and favor toward Israel.

¥ The coming Messiah and future kingdom.




ZECHARIAH

Zechariah'’s Eight Visions

Riders on horses (1:7-17) Though enemy nations appear strong and secure, God
will rebuild his temple and cause Jerusalem to prosper.

Four horns and four workers (2:1-4) The mighty nations that once scattered God'’s people will
no longer be able to do so.

Man with a measuring line (2:5-17) Jerusalem will be rebuilt and many people—including
other nations—wiill live there.

High priest in filthy garments (3:1-10) God will remove his people’s guilt and make them clean.

Gold lampstand and olive trees (4:1-14) God’s Spirit will empower Zerubbabel and will supply all
that is needed for the temple and God'’s kingdom.

Flying scroll (5:1-4) The law will purge evil doers from among God's people.

Woman in the basket (5:5-11) Wickedness will be removed from the land.

Four chariots (6:1-8) The Lord is mighty and sovereign over all the world.
Key Verses

“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD Almighty.—Zech. 4:6

“I will save my people from the countries of the east and the west. I will bring them back to
live in Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their
God.”—Zech. 8:7-8

Being God’s People

Zechariah encouraged God’s people to build the physical temple, but he also
reminded them that they were really building a future kingdom far beyond the
borders of Jerusalem in which the Messiah will reign in power.

As believers in Jesus today, we can see in the New Testament how Jesus fulfilled
many of Zechariah’s prophecies, yet we too await a coming day when we will see the
fullness of Jesus” kingdom over all the earth.

Jesus in Zechariah

The “Servant Branch” in Zechariah 3:8 and 6:11-13 is a Messianic figure who will
save his people (See Isa. 52:12; 53:8-11; Jer. 23:5; 33:15). In Zechariah 6:9-15, the Branch
is described as both a priest and a king. Jesus fulfilled God’s promises of the Branch by
being a servant of God (Phil. 2:7) and our ultimate High Priest and King (Heb. 6:20;
Luke 1:32-33).




MALACHI

THE DAY OF THE LORD IS COMING

— 160

Purpose

The prophet Malachi called for spiritual renewal among a people who had largely

given up on God. Malachi lived about one generation after the prophets Haggai and
Zechariah. It had been decades since the people had returned to the land and rebuilt the
temple, but the promised blessings of Haggai and Zechariah had yet to materialize. The
question facing the people was: Does it really matter whether we serve God or not? They
shorted their tithes, brought unacceptable sacrifices, and ignored God’s laws. Moreover,
they seemed not to recognize their own unfaithfulness to God. In the six prophetic
speeches in the book of Malachi when God lays before them the charge of how they have
been unfaithful, they respond, “How have we done that?”

The book of Malachi ends with a powerful reminder that surely the day of the Lord
is coming when the wicked will face judgment and the hearts of God’s people will be
renewed.




MALACHI

Outline

1. Opening (1:1)

2. Six Prophetic Speeches (1:2-3:18)

a. First: God will punish the wicked. (1:2-5)

b. Second: God will send a curse if unacceptable
sacrifices are given. (1:6-2:9)

¢. Third: God is a witness against those unfaithful to the
marriage covenant. (2:10-16)

d. Fourth: God will meet out justice against those who
wrong others. (2:17-3:5)

e. Fifth: God will send blessing if the whole tithe is :
given. (3:6-12) ' )
The Prophet Malach
f. Sixth: God distinguishes between the righteous and by Duccieo Q‘i’guf,‘,}mﬁe‘;cn;

the wicked. (3:13-18)
3. The Day of the Lord (4:1-6)

(Note how the prophetic speeches are arranged in a chiastic structure common in
ancient Hebrew literature. Both the first and sixth speeches address similar issues, as
do the second and fifth, and the third and fourth.)

Background

Author: Nothing personal is known about the prophet Malachi. Some have speculated
that Malachi may not be his proper name because malachi in Hebrew simply means
“my messenger” (1:1).

Date and Audience: Though no dates are given in the book, it is believed that
Malachi ministered to the people in Jerusalem around the same time as Ezra and
Nehemiah in the mid to late 400s BC because: (1) Malachi addresses many of the same
problems that faced Ezra and Nehemiah; (2) the book describes activities taking place
in the temple, indicating that Malachi lived after the temple had been rebuilt; and

(3) the use of a Persian term for governor (1:8) suggests a time when Persia was still in
control of Judah.
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Themes
Day of the Lord
The blessings of obedience. In the book of Malachi, as with
The consequences of unfaithfulness to God. the other Minor Prophets, the
God will judge the wicked. day of the Lord was a time of
judgment and deliverance.
Key Verses It was a day of reckoning in
which God would visit his
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be people to punish the wicked
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, and to deliver those who
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and remained faithful to him.
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to In the New Testament, the day

store it.”—Mal. 3:10 of the Lord became associated

“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and Mith the second coming of
dreadful day of the LORD comes.”—Mal. 4:5 Christ (2 Peter 3:10-13;
1Thess. 5:2).

Being God'’s People

It can be tempting to doubt, like the people in Malachi’s day, that it really makes a
difference whether we serve and obey the Lord. But the book of Malachi assures us
that God will act, and when he does, he will do so in power and judgment. All things
will be different on the day of the Lord.

Jesus in Malachi

In Malachi, God promised to send his messenger. In fact, God would show up in the
temple. God appeared in his temple in Christ (John 2:13-22). God’s way was prepared
by John the Baptist who came in the spirit of Elijah (Mal. 4:5; Matt. 17:11-13; Luke
1:13-17). Jesus’ purpose was not merely to judge but to save. Like the sun, he rose with
healing in his wings for all who revere God’s name (Mal. 4:2).




