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As Woodbridge Township is getting ready to mark its 250th anniversary, it's fascinating
to picture what life was like here back in 1776, when history was actually unfolding. It was
happening not just on battlefields, but right in homes and streets of our community. You could
hear the sounds of revolution everywhere, with whispers of rebellion meeting with voices urging
loyalty. Families wound up finding themselves pondering with questions that would shape their
futures. In Woodbridge, the disagreement between the Patriots and Loyalists wasn’t just about
politics; it was something people withstood every day, influencing everything from the market
stalls to what ended up on their dinner plates. Neighbors who once shared a close, strong bond
now looked at each other with either doubt or a spark of hope, as the ideals of freedom and
loyalty to the Crown divided people’s hearts and minds. Amid uncertainty and out of fear,
regular people had to make challenging choices that would forge their destinies and who they
would become. They were shaping not just their own futures, but the legacy of the township as a
whole. As we think back on this moment, we’re reminded that the story of the Revolution is also
the story of people coming together and making change happen. Woodbridge is a story about
courage, standing firm in your beliefs, and the everlasting strength you find in a close-knit

community.



During the Revolutionary Era in Woodbridge, not everyone advocated for the concept of
independence from Britain. Some people were referred to as Loyalists, which meant that they
continued to stay loyal only to the king and the British government. The Loyalists sensed that
staying connected with Britain would guarantee the safety and stability of their community, and
that rebellion would only bring more chaos and likely harm their businesses and families. Due to
the Patriots seeing the Loyalists as enemies of freedom, they were routinely put through hostility
and, in some instances, had their belongings taken away or were asked to leave the community.
Despite the challenges they faced, the Loyalist families carried on with their daily lives and
hoped for a peaceful and nonviolent resolution, rather than a war. Therefore, the presence of the
Loyalists made life more complex, as people had to withstand divided loyalties with their friends
and family members.

(Historic Tour of Woodbridge Vol. X, Tour of The Revolution: War Comes to Woodbridge)

The Quakers who lived in Woodbridge had a different point of view during this time of
conflict. The religious views enabled them to be dedicated to peace and never participate in the
conflict or side with either the Patriots or Loyalists. This meant that the Quakers would never
join the militias or pay taxes that would be used for the war, which made both the Patriots and
the Loyalists displeased. There was a misinterpretation of the actions of the Quakers, who many
believed were not doing enough for the cause. However, the Quakers were just committed to
keeping peace and showing compassion. Despite the fact that the Quakers were facing many
dismissive consequences for their actions, the Quaker families were committed to helping others
and keeping harmony with those around them. This meant that the Quakers would always be

willing to assist anyone who needed it, regardless of whether they were a Patriot or Loyalist, and



would always try to bring people together instead of separating them. This shows how
committed the Quakers were to peace, especially during this difficult time in Woodbridge.

(Woodbridge: New Jersey’s Oldest Township Troeger and McEwen page)

Many people in Woodbridge in 1776 supported the Patriot cause. Patriots believed that
the colonies should be free from British rule because they wanted to make their own laws and
not pay taxes to a distant king. They thought it was unfair for Britain to control them without
allowing them a voice in government decisions. In Woodbridge, others often saw Patriots as
brave and determined, but Loyalists and Quakers might have viewed them as troublemakers or
even dangerous. Patriots sometimes clashed with loyalists and tried to persuade Quakers to join
their side, although Quakers usually remained neutral. Daily life for Patriot families could be
stressful. Fathers or older brothers might join the local militia, leaving the rest of the family to
manage the farm and business. There was always a risk of fighting nearby, and the Patriot
worried about potential punishment if the British army came through town. (According to the
HPC brochure, many Woodbridge residents participated in protests and supported the
Continental Congress, showing how strong the Patriot feeling was in the community. - Historic

Tour of Woodbridge Vol. X, Tour of The Revolution: War Comes to Woodbridge)

Looking back at life in Woodbridge during 1776, it is clear that the choices people made
were complicated and demanding. Each group, Patriots, Loyalists, and Quakers, held strong
beliefs shaped by their hopes for the future and their desire to protect their families and
community. The Patriots’ courage in seeking independence inspired many but also brought
uncertainty and risk. Loyalists valued stability and feared the chaos that rebellion might create,

even as they faced suspicion and hardship. Meanwhile, the Quakers stood apart, guided by their



commitment to peace and compassion. They were often misunderstood but always worked to
help others regardless of sides. If I had to live in Woodbridge at that time, | believe | would have
been drawn to the Quaker viewpoint. Their dedication to harmony and helping neighbors, even
during conflict, reflects values | admire. In a town divided by conflict, choosing peace and
understanding would not only support my family but also help keep our community strong.
Ultimately, the story of Woodbridge during the Revolution reminds us that true strength comes

from standing by our principles and caring for one another, even when times are uncertain.



