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In the year of 1877, Thomas Barren’s public library was built and opened as the first
public library in Middlesex Cousnty. Many years later in 1964, the neighborhood libraries united
as branches of a new municipal | brary system and that was the start of the Woodbridge Public
Library system. The year is nov 2014, making it the 50" anniversary of the Library system.
Now, when one thinks about a library and its purpose, the first thought that usually pops into
one’s mind would be a place where we can get books on all kinds of varying topics, and today,
get movies or use computers. How ever, a library can be used for other things too. The library can
be a useful place to hold meetings, ditferent entertainment events, and it can also sponsor
different programs and causes to henefit the community. Here are a few ways the library was
used for different purposes in the ' 2060s.

A library can be a great psace for baving meetings. One reason would be that it is quiet
and peaceful at all times. In the 1960°s. many clubs held meetings there and the newspapers
would report this, sometimes giviag a {ree public invitation for anyone to come and join in. The

October 26, 1961 edition of the ndependent Leader save a few sentences of a meeting for the

Federated Women’s Club of Tselis: with 2 woman by the name of Mrs. Herbert B. Williams in the
Iselin Library; the meeting was ahout the Federation Days and how the representatives of the
Club would attend it. In the san- issue. the newspaper also said that the Women’s Club was
sponsoring a lecture, that was go ng to ke about cancer, by a doctor from the American Cancer

Society at 2 P.M. on November 17 and that everyone was invited.



The library would also be a place where different events could be held. For example, in
the March 3, 1960 issue of the Independent Leader, it stated that a TB x-ray sponsored by the

P.T.O. would take place on the ciiming Tuesday of March 29 from 2 to 5 P.M. and 6 to § P.M. at

the Colonia Library. Another exuaiple in the Independent Leader was that the Barron Library

would be closed because it was sorving e+ a voting poll during the school board election, on the
coming Tuesday of the Februar 4. 1964 issue. In addition, card parties would be held at the
library as well for, simply. to ha\ o some in. The February 18, 1960 edition of the Independent
Leader announced a card party twing held that very night at the Fords Library, hosted by the
Women’s Club. The Women’s (ub also hosted a Spring Bazaar {an event similar to that of a

place to go shopping) at the Forls Librory on March 31, 1960 (posted in the March 24, 1960

issue). On August 16, 1962, the [adependient Leader said that there would be a sea shell exhibit

at the Barron Library on August 72 The Hinaries would be used for other events too, like movie
nights; and be a place that different clubs and groups could use a3 well. In one way or another,
all of these events were a form ot niertainment for the public who were a part of it.

Not only were different events ard meetings held at the libraries, but the libraries would
also sponsor good causes that would help the neighborhood. For example, in the December 23,

1965 issue of the Independent Lorder. it announced that the Woodbridge Library Director, Mr.

Beckerman, had developed a 6-onth pro-school provram which would help around 40 kids,
mainly 4-year olds (who need livlp in ~ome way), w learn. Some of the program highlights
would be that all of the kids wouid alsu vet o completr medical and dental checkup, as well as
hot meal every dav. In my opinicn. the Hinary direct. did a great thing by helping those kids
because gelling @ good educatior is very important in life. In this way, the library helped the

community by, not hosting an event, but sening one.



Therefore. there were mizny activities that the branches of the Woodbridge Library
system held or sponsored that were valua®sle to the community. Important meetings could be held
in the quiet, peaccful environment. Different events were held at the libraries with purposes of
entertainment, medical health e the peopie. education, or completing important matters like
school board elections. 1n the novspuper issues that were nearing the vear of 1964, it would
almost alwavs mention how the Fhraries vwore going to unite as branches of the system. That was
a clear sign to me that it wus definiiely samcthing that the public veere loc king forward to. All of
this may have been in the [960x but it <] continues on today. I'or example, when 1 take my
music theory exams, thev are held at one of the branches of the Woodbridge Library system.
Libraries are still useiul to us tody, when itcomes to &2 books ¢/ when it docsn’t. That is why
the 30™ anniversury of our municipal librirs svstem is comethine that we should all make use of

and celebrate.



