Historic Tour of

WOODBRIDGE

Volume XVII
A Parade of Mayors Vol. II

Compiled by the
Woodbridge Township Historic Preservation Commission

First Edition — 2026



do /st S
L WOODLLS g

Building upon the stories and lead-
ership legacies introduced in Wood-
bridge Township: A Parade of May-
ors Vol. |, this second volume of our
town’s Mayors Brochure continues the
ourney through our.Townshlﬂ’s civic

istory. Here, we highlight the next
chapter of dedicated public servants
whose vision, resilience, and commit-
ment shaped our town through times
of growth and change. As we turn the
Fage from the foundations laid bK_ear-
ier leaders, Woodbridge Township: A
Parade of Mayors Vol. Il invites read-
ers to explore the evolving challenges,
achievements, and personalities that
have guided Woodbridge Township to-
ward the vibrant community it is today.

MAYOR RALPH P. BARONE
(1967-1971)

Before becoming mayor in the spring
of 1967, Ralph P. Barone was a dedi-
cated public servant—serving on the
Woodbridge Township Board of Edu-
cation, two years as Councilman-at-
Large, and five years as Councilman.
Elected to his first full mayoral term in
November 1967, Mayor Barone ush-
gr%d in a transformative era for Wood-

ridge.

_ During his administration, Wood-
bridge experienced_ unprecedented
industrial growth. Through innova-
tive use of the Free School Lands,
he attracted major industries such as
Eastern Airlines, Concord Electronics,
Hess, Dynadyne Inc., Pilot Chemical,
American Merchandising Corporation,
and Alcan Aluminum. These major
developments generated millions “in
taxable revenue and firmly positioned
Woodbridge as a commercial hub. No-
tably, Mayor Barone also oversaw the

dedication of the Metropark Train Sta-
tion in Iselin—bringing high-speed rail
access to the Township.

Cultural and community develop-
ment thrived as well. His tenure saw
the opening of two major theaters—
the Walter Reade Woodbridge Theater
on Route 35 and the Fox Theater on
Route 1. A new 1,500-seat St. James
Roman Catholic Church was built,
replacing its 89-year-old predeces-
sor. The Avenel Presbyterian Church
opened its doors, and the First Con-
gregational Church of Woodbridge
was dedicated. )

In 1968, Mayor Barone authorized a
special census to boost state educa-
tion aid—resulting in an additional $27
per pupil. The Township also adopted
a new_municipal seal under his leader-
ship. The design—featuring an eagle
for stren?th,_a kiln for the nineteenth
century clay industry, a pick and shov-
el for agriculture, and a wheel for com-
merce—symbolized the _Townshltp’s
rich henta?e. The outer circle of the
seal proudly read: “Township of Wood-
bridge, NJ, Chartered 1669.”

Mayor Barone’s first term culminated
with the Township’s Tercentenary Cel-
ebration in 1969. Marking 300 years
as New Jerse{s oldest Township, the
festivities peaked with Mayor Barone
and his family arriving by stagecoach
to a grand reception at St. Anthony’s
Auditorium in Port Reading.

Barone Campaign Button

Reelected in 1969, Mayor Barone
continued his ambitious agenda. He
transformed former clay pits—once
valued at $3,000 per acre—into the
site of the Woodbndge Center Shop-
{)lng Mall that opened in 1971, one of
he state’s most exciting commercial
Erodects, with its land value soaring to

125,000

His second term also introduced a
comprehensive storm drainage plan
effectlve_lgl ending flooding in central
Woodbridge and surrounding areas.
As his term concluded, he called atten-
tion to the pressing need for a modern
solid waste treatment solution.

After two impactful terms, Mayor
Ralph P. Barone continued his service
to the Township as Director of Public
Works—leaving a legacy of growth,
modernization, and civic pride.

MAYOR JOHN J. CASSIDY
(1971-1979)

John J. Cassidy, a lifelong resident
of Woodbridge Township, was elect-
ed mayor in 1971 on the Republican
ticket, defeating incumbent Mayor Bar-
one. Educated in the Woodbridge Pub-
lic School System and a veteran of the
U.S. Coast Guard, Mayor Cassidy was
deeply engaged in community life. He
was an active member of the Ameri-
can Legion, the Knights of Columbus
Council #857, and the American Irish
Association.

During his eight-year tenure, May-
or Cassidy led a period of significant
%owth and revitalization throughout

e Townshlfg. His administration saw
the completion of the Woodbridge
Center Office Complex and the expan-
sion of the Woodbridge Center Shop-
ﬁlng Mall. Building upon earlier efforts,

e continued to address long-standing
flood control challenges by securin
federal funding to bring relief to flood-
prone areas across the Township.

Mayor Cassidy was reelected in
1973 and again in 1975. His strong
fiscal management enabled him to
stabilize the municipal portion of proP-
erty taxes, even during economically
tight times. He creatively transformed
the old Township Incinerator on Main
Street into a Township boxing and
weightlifting facility, providing new rec-
reational opportunities for residents. In
1975, his vision led to the development
of the Woodbridge Township Marina in
Sewaren. Throughout his terms, he
prioritized recreational development,
resulting in the addition of eighteen
new tennis courts and eight basket-
ball courts with Ilghtlnﬁ, as well as the
creation of the Township’s first Annual
Mayor’s Tennis Tournament. »

strong supporter of civic tradition
and cultural enrichment, Mayor Cas-
sidy worked with the American Irish
Association to organize Woodbridge’s
first St. Patrick's Day Parade—now
a cherished community tradition.
He also established the Meals-On-
Wheels program and Senior Citizen






