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May 3, 1940 
[H. J. Res. 437] 

[Pub. Res., No. 67]

Preamble.

I Am An American 
Day.

Third Sunday in 
May each year to be 
so designated.

Observance invited.

Not to supersede 
present practices of 
similar nature.

Cooperation of judi-
ciary, etc.

[CHAPTER 183]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Authorizing the President of the United States of America to proclaim I Am 
An American Citizenship Day, for the recognition, observance, and commemo-
ration of American citizenship.

Whereas some two million young men and women in the United 
States each year reach the age of twenty-one years; and

Whereas it is desirable that the sovereign citizens of our Nation be 
prepared for the responsibilities and impressed with the signifi-
cance of their status in our self-governing Republic: Therefore 
be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the third Sunday in 
May each year be, and hereby is, set aside as Citizenship Day and 
that the President of the United States is hereby authorized and 
requested to issue annually a proclamation setting aside that day as a 
public occasion for the recognition of all who, by coming of age or 
naturalization, have attained the status of citizenship, and the day 
shall be designated as “I Am An American Day”.

That the civil and educational authorities of States, counties, cities, 
and towns be, and they are hereby, urged to make plans for the 
proper observance of this day and for the full instruction of future 
citizens in their responsibilities and opportunities as citizens of the 
United States and of the States and localities in which they reside.

Nothing herein shall be construed as changing, or attempting to 
change, the time or mode of any of the many altogether commendable 
observances of similar nature now being held from time to time, or 
periodically, but, to the contrary, such practices are hereby praised 
and encouraged.

Sec . 2. Either at the time of the rendition of the decree of natu-
ralization or at such other time as the judge may fix, the judge or 
someone designated by him shall address the newly naturalized citi-
zen upon the form and genius of our Government and the privileges 
and responsibilities of citizenship; it being the intent and purpose 
of this section to enlist the aid of the judiciary, in cooperation with 
civil and educational authorities, and patriotic organizations in a 
continuous effort to dignify and emphasize the significance of 
citizenship.

Approved, May 3, 1940.

May 3,1940 
[S. J. Res. 199] 

[Pub. Res., No. 68]

Joint congressional 
committee on phos-
phate resources of 
United States, con-
tinuance authorized.

52 Stat. 704; 53 Stat. 
1346.

[CHAPTER 184]
JOINT RESOLUTION

Amending Public Resolution Numbered 112 of the Seventy-fifth Congress and 
Public Resolution Numbered 48 of the Seventy-sixth Congress.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the life of the com-
mittee provided for by Public Resolution Numbered 112 of the 
Seventy-fifth Congress creating a Joint Congressional Committee to 
Investigate the Adequacy and Use of the Phosphate Resources of 
the United States, and Public Resolution Numbered 48 of the 
Seventy-sixth Congress, and the time for making its final report is 
extended to January 15, 1941.

Approved, May 3, 1940.


