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Napoleon Revels Bey plays the
drums at his home in Uniondale.
® Video: Newsday.com/act2

A longtime drummer, Rev;ls-Bey teaches musical education to students in Long Island and New York City public schools.
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borhood had a piano in their house, used
mostly for gospel music,” recalled Revels-
Bey, who was recently dressed in his

jgnature performance outfit: a patterned
vest, a white shirt, black pants with white
stripes and a fez as a nod to his Muslim
faith.

His first exposure to the drums didn’t

come until he was .

f y friends at Hempstead
High Sehool played the drums, and they
were having fun playing in b.mds, said
Revels-Bey. I had to try the

A year later, he w ing in with
ands and performing locally at parties,
weddings and local night spots like the
Stereo Club in Hempstead. “My dad loved
nd would bring me to the local
. “He would ask the owners
in on a few songs witl
band. They often would let me.”
Revels-Bey took formal drum lessons
from Charls Perry, who played in many
famous big bands, including those of
Bénny Goodman and Woody Herman.
“Charlie taught me the basics of drum:
g and music theory,” Revels-Bey said.

tel radio rej

Stead. Many y of the clientele were local
‘musicians who worked in New York City.
Revels-Bey said he remembers

father on a house call to

’ Jimmy Nottingham,” Rev

“He had a large house with a
pool. For the first ume, 1 saw that mus
cians can do pretty well.”

After a stint in \Vletnam as a radar oper-
ator on a destroyer, Revels-Bey attended
Nassau Community College and then
studied music at SUNY Old Westbury.
Among his teachers was Ronald Gould, a
principal percussionist with the New York
City Ballet Orchestra, and Warren Smith,
a percussionist who worked with Lena
Horne on Broadway.

“I owe a lot of my successes to my

act, Warren Sm

was the 1976 musi
mer “Frank called me in to learn the
hired to be on the
bus and truck’ touring company,” he
aid.

 Smith also served as Revel- Bey's
‘mentor, and if Smith couldn’t make
agig, he would call Revels-Bey to sit

in.

Of the many legends he has per-
formed with, the high point came
when Revels-Bey played for the

‘Queen of Soul” herself, Aretha

Franklin.

“The gig was at Westbury and the
band did a few rehearsals prior to
the show,” Revels-Bey recalled.
“Aretha did not attend any of the
rehearsals. When she came on stage
I couldn’t believe I was part of her
band that night. T was so excited T
was able to take a few photos of her
from my drum set.

Time on the road
Revels-Bey’s transition from pro-
fessional musician to a music educ:

s ap
proached by John Devol,
Broadway musician who i
the Festival of Music community
ams (renamed Arts Horizon in
1995). Devol asked him to join his
new community arts youth program
as a percussionist in the demonstra-

“John told me that it wouldn't
interfere with my night gigs and that
I can do the youth community pro-
grams during the day and still gig at
night,” Revels-Bey

‘At the time, Revels-Bey was ready
to reduce his time on the road and
welcomed employment alternatives.
Less travel meant more time with
Pearl, his wife of 46 years, and
daughters Carmen and Amirah,
also has four grandchildren and four

at-grandchildren.
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AL-ANDALUSIA TO DIZZY

Napoleon Revels-Be
THE GOLDEN GLOBAL DRUM SERES

O
When Napoleon Revels-Bey isn't
teaching, he often can be found on
stage with his drums. Here are
some upcoming performances,

NOV. 26
Noon, Kitchen 21,
3052 W mtun

71
Htchen-ll com

ined Revels-Bey on the
rts programs an

taught him to write and prepare
study guides, which are essential to

g with school systems and
obtaining grants.

s-Bey continued to play on
Brmdwﬁy and in other venues while
developing the study guides. His

Stead public schoi
from BOCES of Long
support from Tyree Cus
known Hempstead public school
administrator.
As his program offerings grew he
founded Revels-Bey Music Inc.
1993 and then the nonprofit Nassau
Performing Arts Inc. in 199
acquire larger grants and reach
more organizations on Long Island
and in New York Cil y is
most proud of receiving the 2017
Jubilation Fellow Award for the Arts
grant, which is presented to individu-
als who work to help young people
through rhythm as expressed in
danu_, music and poetry, The fellow-
for two years and awards
35000 annually.
Over the years, the benefis of
Bey’s outreach programs.
Ave not been just to the thousands
of children he has instructed.
“I guess I got an
never thought 1 would get” he

The Percussive Arts Society Presents

Recreational Drumming:

Celebrating Health and

Wellness
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