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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 
 

    November 2023 

 

The official newsletter of the Anne Arundel Co Detachment 

On 10 November, the detachment held a cake cutting ceremony 

in honor of the 248th birthday of the US Marine Corps.  

Happy Birthday, Marines!  

ATTENTION ON DECK 

At the next detachment meeting, the following motion will be 

presented: 

That in accordance with our bylaws, the Commandant, with the advice 

and approval of the Board of Trustees, negotiate, and enter into a con-

tract or Memorandum of Understanding with the American Legion Post 

175, Severna Park, MD for the purposes of hosting the detachment, its 

regular monthly meetings, and other such business that may be mutually 

agreed upon.  

 



FROM THE EDITOR 

ALL THE NEWS THATôS 

FIT TO PRINT.. AND 

SOME THAT ISNôT 

Marines, 

I need to start by saying 

with the passing of Secre-

tary George Owings, the de-

tachment and all veterans 

lost a true friend. As many 

of you know, George was a 

member of our detachment 

and  dedicated a huge por-

tion of his life to the veteran 

community. He will be 

missed. 

If you did not attend our 

Birthday Cake Cutting Cere-

mony, you missed a good 

one.  We were displaced 

from our regular location 

and the American Legion 

Post 175 in Severna Park 

graciously shared the even-

ing with us. We could not 

have found a more hospita-

ble location.  

Members of your Board of 

Trustees had a great conver-

sation with Post 175ôs com-

mander about potentially 

moving the detachment 

there. They want us. 

Our regular 4th Mon-

day is available and 

there is storage for the 

detachmentôs property.  

It looks like a good fit. 

This topic will be dis-

cussed at our Novem-

ber meeting where I will in-

troduce the motion on Page 

1 of this newsletter.  

I added a new feature to the 

newsletter called ñFrom 

Around the Corps.ò I would 

like to include a current top-

ic about what our Corps is 

doing. Let me know what 

you think.  

Semper Fi, 

Ray Sturm 
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COMMANDANTôS CORNER 

YOUR DETACHMENT 

STAFF 

Commandant Burt Helmka 

Sr Vice Cmdt Ben Wells 

Jr Vice Cmdt Joe Peacy 

Judge Advocate Ray Sturm 

Jr Past Cmdt Ben Wells 

Adjutant  Debbie Deene 

Chaplain  Jim Sanchez 

Sgt-at-Arms Jim Galvin 

Color Guard Cdr Woody Bowman 

Newsletter Editor Ray Sturm 

Paymaster  Joe Peacy 

Quartermaster vacant 

Public Affairs  Vacant 

Marksmanship Ray Sturm 

Web Sergeant Joe Wright 

Young Marines Ray Sturm 

 

WEBSITE 

http://mclaacdet1049.org 

FACEBOOK 

Anne Arundel County Detachment 

1049, MCL 

MEETINGS 

The detachment meets the 4th Mon-

day of the month at 7:00 PM at the 

Harry L. Cooper VFW Post 160, 2597 

Dorsey Rd, Glen Burnie, MD 

SOCIAL HOUR 

Social hour commences immediately 

after the meeting. Come join us for a 

beverage and the telling of sea stories.  

SUBMISSIONS 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions 

to Ray Sturm at Bandit6A@gmail.com 

by the Saturday following the detach-

ment meeting. 

 

Detachment Colors 

о 

Marines, 

Another month and birthday has passed. We do look 

good for 248 years young. I hope everyone enjoyed the 

cake cutting ceremony at American Legion Post 175. We 

met a lot of new Marines/ possible members. They also 

had a great-looking cake, which they shared with us.  

Plus, their commander opened the bar for an hour to 

match our hour. 

I would like to thank Commander Corey Clatworthy, his 2nd Vice 

Christine and all of American Legion Post#175 for hosting us. 

Marines, the Department of Maryland convention is May 9th thru 

11th. Rooms are blocked and priced already. The banquet will cost 

$60. 

 I held off on the fellowship dinners this month and December. This is 
due to the holidays and our pot-luck dinner next month. We will re-
sume in January. Lastly, we have raffle tickets to sell for the depart-
ment raffle. That is all. 

Semper Fi, 
Burt 

Full size flyer 

available for 

download on 

page 13 



 

 

 

 

SENIOR VICE COMMANDANT 

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDANT 
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No report 

 

 

No report 

 

Monthly Fellowship Dinner 

 

Will continue in January 2024 

 

TBD Location 

 



CHAPLAIN 

  р 

BSA LIAISON AND EAGLE SCOUT COORDINATOR 

It's getting chilly out there. Bundle up if you need to. Remind a 
loved one to bundle up.  
 
Be safe and look out for yourself, your buddy, and the safety of oth-
ers. 
 
And remember that instead of living in the shadows of yesterday, 
walk in the light of today and the hope of tomorrow. 
 
May God bless you, our country, and our Corps. 
 
 
Happy Thanksgiving and Semper Fi, 
 
Jim Sanchez 
 

The BSA Troop 216 Holiday Party is scheduled 

for Dec 6. 

 

Commandant Helmka presented three BSA Ea-

gle Scout awards on 18 November.  

COLOR GUARD COMMANDER 

Upcoming Events 

Dec 7 Food Lion, Mountain Rd, Pasadena 
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Plans for an Okinawa-based littoral regiment were first announced in January by the Japan-U.S. Security 
Consultative Committee, or 2+2. The new regiment is the second of at least three planned for the Indo-
Pacific. The 3rd Marine Littoral Regiment was launched in Hawaii in March 2022.  



MESSAGE FROM MDVA SECRETARY ANTHONY WOODS 

Dear Friends, 

Itôs with a heavy heart that I share that former Secretary George Owings III passed away yesterday morning af-
ter a brief battle with cancer. 

George, in many ways, embodied what Veterans can do after theyôve completed their time in uniform and be-
come leaders in their communities and across the state.  

Itôs safe to say that few people have had a greater impact on Maryland veterans than Secretary Owings. His ex-
perience as a Vietnam Veteran and Marine led him to recognize the need for a state-level Department of Veter-
ans Affairs to advocate on behalf of our community and assist veterans, service members, and their families in 
accessing the benefits theyôve earned through uniformed service.  

As a leader in the House of Delegates, he had the foresight to champion the legislation that turned the Maryland 
State Veterans Commission into the Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs. Anyone who took a walk with him 
around Annapolis would quickly realize that he was a beloved figure who had the relationships needed to pass 
the legislation creating the Department in 1999.  

Following the Departmentôs creation, he worked alongside many of 
you - members of the veteran community and MDVA employees 
alike - to build the organization we know today during two tours as 
Secretary. Whether championing legislation to help veterans, or 
advancing efforts to secure the resources needed to build a sec-
ond Veterans Home in Sykesville, George was a tireless advocate 
for veterans and his legacy will be felt for many years to come.   

For many of you, he was a mentor and a friend and his loss will be 
long felt. I hope that you will keep his family in your thoughts and 
prayers and join me in honoring his service to our state and to the 
country. 

Sincerely, 

Tony 

November 1, 2023 

Editorôs note: Secretary Owings was a member of the Anne Arundel County Detachment. George was a 

good friend and loyal supporter of our annual golf tournament. He will be missed on the First Tee.  



November 17, 2023 

Veterans Day was a great opportunity to show our appreciation to those who have served and we're 
thankful to all of you who organized events all across the state. 

To ensure that our gratitude goes beyond words, Governor Moore signed two executive orders and 
helped us launch a new initiative focused on Veteran and Military Families. 

The first executive order reaffirmed Maryland's commitment to the Governor's Challenge to End Sui-
cide Among Service Members, Veterans, and their Families and the second established a commis-
sion to guide the creation of a Global War on Terrorism memorial. 

Our new initiative, Maryland Joins Forces aims to address the challenges facing veteran and military 
families with five key focus areas: employment, education, food and housing insecurity, health and 
wellness, and volunteer service. We will be bringing together partners from government, the private 
sector, and nonprofit sectors to make progress for the broader military connected community and 
look forward to working with many of you in the months and years ahead.  

Sincerely, 

Tony 

Message from Secretary Anthony Woods 

The historic garrison headquarters building, also known 

as Hodges Hall at Ft George G. Meade was illuminated 

for Operation Green Light.  

Photo courtesy of Ft. George G. Meade 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnNhbWhzYS5nb3Yvc212Zi10YS1jZW50ZXIvbWF5b3JzLWdvdmVybm9ycy1jaGFsbGVuZ2VzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTExNy44NTc5NzU5MSJ9.9dZbXGhmFfoUB6Z269U
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnNhbWhzYS5nb3Yvc212Zi10YS1jZW50ZXIvbWF5b3JzLWdvdmVybm9ycy1jaGFsbGVuZ2VzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTExNy44NTc5NzU5MSJ9.9dZbXGhmFfoUB6Z269U
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdmV0ZXJhbnMubWFyeWxhbmQuZ292L21hcnlsYW5kLWpvaW5zLWZvcmNlcy8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMTE3Ljg1Nzk3NTkxIn0.Bf7Xl0lVGO3n_aiI6hPfOpwdDsCE78X403LT


{ĭǔƨ ìŹǈ 9úů Ôƨĭ 

VA releases National Veteran Suicide Prevention 
Annual Report  For Immediate Release: November 16, 2023 

WASHINGTON ð Today the Department of Veterans Affairs released the National Veteran Sui-
cide Prevention Annual Report, the largest national analysis of Veteran suicides through 2021 
(the latest year for which we have data). The report shows that 6,392 Veterans died by suicide in 
2021, which is 114 more than in 2020. The number of non-Veteran suicides also increased to 
40,020 deaths in 2021, which is 2,000 more than in 2020. 

2021 was the first full year of the COVID-19 pandemic, which led to greater financial strain, 
housing instability, anxiety and depression levels, and barriers to health care ï all of which are 
known to be associated with increased risk of suicide for Veterans and non-Veterans alike. 
There was also an increase in firearm availability in 2021, which is proven to increase both 
the risk of suicide and the risk of dying during a suicide attempt. 

Ending Veteran suicide is VAôs top clinical priority and a key part of President Bidenôs Unity 
Agenda. Since 2021, VA has worked aggressively to expand support for Veterans in crisis, in-
cluding offering no-cost health care to Veterans in suicidal crisis at VA or non-VA facili-
ties; launching the 988 (then press 1) to help Veterans connect more quickly with caring, quali-
fied responders through the Veterans Crisis Line; partnering with community-based suicide pre-
vention organizations to provide Veterans with on-the-ground support; expanding firearm suicide 
prevention efforts; and encouraging Veterans to reach out for help through a national Veteran 
suicide prevention awareness campaign. These steps have led to more than 33,000 Veterans 
getting free emergency health care, a 12.1% increase in use of the Veterans Crisis Line, more 
than 3.5 million visits to VAôs support website, and more. 

Moving forward, VA and the Biden-Harris Administration will continue to work urgently to end 
Veteran suicide through a public health approach that combines both community-based and clin-
ically based strategies to save lives. 

ñThere is nothing more important to VA than preventing Veteran suicide ðnothing,ò 
said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough. ñOne Veteran suicide will always be 
too many, and we at VA will use every tool to our disposal to prevent these tragedies and save 
Veteransô lives.ò 

ñWe will do everything in our power to learn from this report and use its findings to help us save 
lives,ò said VA Under Secretary for Health Shereef Elnahal, M.D. ñIt will take all of us ð work-
ing together ð to end Veteran suicide, and we will not rest until that goal becomes a reality.ò 

(Continued on next page) 

https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/data.asp
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/data.asp
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34928699/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1916744
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M19-1324
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Office-of-Mental-Health-and-Suicide-Prevention-National-Strategy-for-Preventing-Veterans-Suicide.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/07/fact-sheet-in-state-of-the-union-president-biden-to-outline-vision-to-advance-progress-on-unity-agenda-in-year-ahead/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/07/fact-sheet-in-state-of-the-union-president-biden-to-outline-vision-to-advance-progress-on-unity-agenda-in-year-ahead/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/starting-jan-17-veterans-in-suicidal-crisis-can-go-to-any-va-or-non-va-health-care-facility-for-free-emergency-health-care/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/starting-jan-17-veterans-in-suicidal-crisis-can-go-to-any-va-or-non-va-health-care-facility-for-free-emergency-health-care/
https://news.va.gov/105714/new-veterans-crisis-line-number-dial-988-then-press-1/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-awards-veteran-suicide-prevention-grants/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-awards-veteran-suicide-prevention-grants/
https://www.va.gov/reach/lethal-means/
https://www.va.gov/reach/lethal-means/
https://www.va.gov/REACH
https://www.va.gov/REACH
https://www.va.gov/REACH/
https://news.va.gov/126263/insights-suicide-prevention-annual-report/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Military-and-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Strategy.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Public_health_model_for_suicide_prevention.pdf


{ĭǔƨ ìŹǈ 9úů Ôƨĭ 

(Continued) 

Before 2021, Veteran suicide had decreased two years in a rowðfrom 6,718 Veteran suicides 
in 2018 to 6,278 in 2020. Learn more information about VAôs comprehensive, nationwide efforts 
to prevent Veteran suicide. 

This report is based on verified data from the Centers for Disease Control and Department of 
Defense, and it meets the quality standards of a peer-reviewed publication. In the interest of full 
transparency, VA releases yearly reports detailing how we come to the conclusions in 
the Annual Suicide Prevention Report. 

For more detailed information about Veteran suicide in 2021, view the full report. For additional 
Veteran suicide mortality data, see the reportôs accompanying state data sheets.  

### 

 

If you or someone you know is having thoughts of suicide, contact the Veterans Cri-
sis Line to receive free, confidential support and crisis intervention available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. Dial 988 then Press 1, chat online 

at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, or text 838255.  

https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/data.asp
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/data.asp
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/mentalhealth/suicide_prevention/data.asp
http://veteranscrisisline.net/Chat


~ Our History ~ Customs ~ and Traditions ~ 

On 10 November, as is our custom, the Anne 

Arundel County Detachment held its Marine 

Corps Birthday cake cutting. This yearôs event 

was hosted by American Legion Post 175 in 

Annapolis. 

Colors presented by the Anne Arundel Young Marines 

Commandant Burt Helmka listens as Sgt-at-Arms Jim 

Galvin reads General Lejeuneôs message 

Ben Wells cuts the cake 

The oldest and youngest Marines present 



~ Our History ~ Customs ~ and Traditions ~ 

Jim Galvin, on guitar, concludes the ceremony with 

a rousing three verse rendition of the Marines 

Hymn.  
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MODD 
Hound Dog Pound 204 

Hound Dog Pound 204 

Mer-lin Pack 

Officers 

Pound Keeper  Pat Sharkey 

Sr Vice PK Howard Koontz 

Jr Vice PK Bobby Lee 

Smart Dog Ray Sturm 

Dog Trainer Leonard Steipler 

Mad Dog Woody Bowman 

Police Dog Norm Huffman 

Watch Dog Burt Helmka 

Barking Dog Stuart Blair 

Dog Robber Vacant 

 

Next Growl 

10 December 

 

 

Dog House 

Harry L. Cooper VFW Post 160 

  

Pound 204 Growl   10 Dec 

Pack Growl    4 Feb 

 Hagerstown, MD 

   

 

ATTENTION ALL DOGS OF THE POUND 

A motion was made to move the day of our Growls to Saturday vice 

Sunday mornings. The motion was tabled until the next Growl on 10 

Dec, when it will be brought to the floor and voted upon. 

If you want your barks heard, please attend the next very important 

Growl to bark your opinion. Remember, one vote per Dog and you 

must be present to vote.  

From the Pack Dog Robber & Acting Pound Dog 

Robber 

This is for all you Dogs out there with different Pounds. Please let your 
Dog Robbers know I am the Worthy Pack Dog Robber.  
 
Iôm also now temporarily Pound 204ôs Dog Robber. Iôm doing both jobs 
here Dogs. I need someone to step - up at Pound 204. 
 
Woof woof, 
PDD Burt Helmka 



26 Nov Drill     Am Leg Post 276 

2 Dec  Craft Fair    Am Leg Post 276 

10 Dec  Holiday Party   Glen Burnie Bowl 

16 Dec  Wreaths Across America  Crownsville Veterans Cemetery 

24 Dec No Drill 

27 Dec  Military Bowl Parade  Annapolis 
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On 21 October, the Young Marines participated in the National Drug Demand Reduction Dash in 

Quantico, VA. The Dash is a 3 mile run and highlight of Red Ribbon Week that honors the sacrifice of DEA 

Agent Kiki Camerena who was killed in the line of duty in Mexico.   

Michael Southward Nathan Coppersmith 
Charlie Knott 

Bladen Wheatley 



BrightviewðAnnapolis 

On November 11, the Young Marines participated in the Veter-

ans Appreciation Ceremony and Lunch at Brightview Senior Liv-

ing in Annapolis, MD.  

The Young Marines presented Colors and distributed challenge 

coins and pins. 

After the ceremony, the Young Marines joined the resident veter-

ans for lunch and war stories. 



Randy Buckley, Anne Arundel Archers, instructs the Young Marines 

L to R: Skylar Hiatt, Timothy Clingenpeel, Bladen Wheatley, Randy Buckley, Nathan Coppersmith, Michael Southward, Charlie Knott 



    Bladen Wheatley               Nathan Coppersmith           Michael Southward 

On 13 November, the Young Marines helped 

serve dinner at the Bowie Elks Club veterans ap-

preciation event. 

Above: Young Marines Coppersmith and 

Southward got to chat with MD State Delegate 

Stuart Schmidt. 



On 18 November, in the true spirt of the season and 

community service, the Young Marines volunteered at 

a ñTurkey Dinner Giveawayò. 


