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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 
 

    March/April 2025 

Bull & Oyster Roast A Huge Success 

The detachment’s annual Bull & Oyster Roast was held on March 

8, 2025. Over 110 Marines, family, and friends packed into Post 

175 to enjoy an afternoon 

of good food, great 

friends, and fun games. A 

good time was had by all.  

There are too many indi-

viduals to thank for its 

succuess but kudos to 

John Dunker, Joe Peacy, 

and Debbie Deene, for 

taking the “bull by its oysters” and getting ‘er done.  

We received numerous comments about what a good time it was. 

Several people have even said they are looking forward to next 

year. It may be hard to 

top, but the challenge is 

out there.  

For additional photos, 

please see page 7. 

 



From The Editor 

ALL THE NEWS THAT’S 

FIT TO PRINT.. AND SOME 

THAT ISN’T… 

Greetings everyone, 

Yes, I know it’s been a 

while since the last news-

letter. I will try to get them 

out on time.  

The detachment’s B&O 

Roast was very successful. 

Special thanks to John 

Dunker and everyone who 

assisted or participated.  

Next up is our recruiting 

event coordinated by our 

Commandant, Burt Helmka. 

The event is at Bass Pro 

Shops on Saturday, 19 

April from 10 AM to 3 PM. 

Volunteers are always wel-

come to help staff the tent.  

The success of the detach-

ment is tied to recruiting. 

We need new and hopefully 

younger members. We all 

need to consider ourselves 

as recruiters. 

One person 

cannot do this 

alone.  

I thank our Jr 

Vice, Joe 

Peacy, for his 

efforts in get-

ting new members.  Please 

see his article and join us 

all in welcoming Brian 

Wasson and Norman Milli-

gan into the detachment. 

Marines, it is also that time 

of year for nominations for 

detachment officers.  If you 

are considering a role, 

please note that there is a 

wealth of knowledge in the 

detachment. We are very 

willing to help if you decide 

to volunteer.  

 

Semper Fi 

Ray 
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Nat’l Convention 

 

Department Mtg 

 

Bull & Oyster 

 

Young Marines 

 

 

 
Golf Tournament Cancelled 

Due to an unfortunate series of events, our annual golf tourna-

ment has been cancelled. If things change, we may be able to 

have one in 2026. This would have been our 19th year.  

Coming Soon  -  Renditions Golf Package 

The detachment and Marines Helping Heroes will raffle a four-

some and lunch at Renditions in Davidsonville. The details are 

still being worked out.  



Commandant’s Corner 

DETACHMENT STAFF 
 

Commandant Burt Helmka 

Sr Vice Cmdt John Dunker 

Jr Vice Cmdt Joe Peacy 

Judge Advocate Ray Sturm 

Jr Past Cmdt Ben Wells 

Adjutant  Debbie Deene 

Chaplain  Jim Sanchez 

Sgt-at-Arms Jim Galvin 

Color Guard Cdr Woody Bowman 

Newsletter Editor Ray Sturm 

Paymaster Ben Wells 

Quartermaster vacant 

Public Affairs  Vacant 

Marksmanship Ray Sturm 

Web Sergeant Joe Wright 

Young Marines Ray Sturm 

 

WEBSITE 

http://mclaacdet1049.org 

FACEBOOK 

Anne Arundel County Detachment 

1049, MCL 

MEETINGS 

The detachment meets the 3rd Monday 

of the month at 7:00 PM at  American 

Legion Post  175 at  832 Manhattan 

Beach Rd, Severna Park, MD 

SOCIAL HOUR 

Social hour commences immediately 

after the meeting. Come join us for a 

beverage and the telling of sea stories.  

SUBMISSIONS 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions 

to Ray Sturm at Bandit6A@gmail.com 

by the Saturday following the detach-

ment meeting. 

 

Detachment Colors 
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 Social Dinner 

April 25 

TBD 

 

Marines, 
 
I hope all is well with you.  
 
Shout out to Tommy & Bill Collins, you guys can 
come back now. No more clean-up detail. We sure-
ly miss you guys. 
 
 Well, our Bull & Oyster Roast was a success once again. 
Thanks again to all who participated, collected donations, and 
worked the event. Numbers will follow in the Senior Vice’s re-
port. 
            
Up next is our recruitment drive on April 19th at Bass Pro Shops 
from 10:00 AM till 3:00 PM. We are going to need volunteers as 
in all hands on deck. Uniform of the day is cover and red de-
tachment polo shirt or cover and any red shirt. We will be giving 
away hotdogs, taking donations, and attempting to recruit new 
members. We need your help. 
              
Lastly, the department convention package is out and 
on www.deptofmdmcl.org. 
 
That is all. 
 

Semper Fi, 
 
Burt 
 

http://www.deptofmdmcl.org/


 

 

 

 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Junior Vice Commandant 
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Greetings Marines! 
 
I would like to thank everyone who made the Bull & Oyster Roast 
the success it was. 
 
This has been an exceptionally busy month for me. I will have B&O 
numbers to everyone at the earliest possibility. Thanks for your un-
derstanding. 
 
Semper Fi 
John Dunker 
 

I would like to welcome two new members, Brian Wasson (pending 
his DD214) and Norman Milligan, who was sworn in at the March 
meeting.  

Remember, recruiting is the related to the continued success of the 
detachment.  

Joe Peacy 

Quartermaster 

I am the Quartermaster for Detachment 1049. I want to make you 

aware of the items currently on hand. If you are interested, please 

contact me at 443-955-8531. I am in the process of obtaining addi-

tional items. 

Hats: Detachment 1049 Red Ballcaps > 2 on hand 

 Once a Marine, Always a Marine, black > 2 on hand 

Detachment patches: > 96 on hand 

Detachment polo shirts, S/M/L > various 

Detachment coins: > 25 on hand 

 

S/F,  

Dan Ryan 



Chaplain 
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BSA Liaison and Eagle Scout Coordinator 

Spring is here, and with that comes new and warmer weather. 
Of course, here in Maryland we still might get some very chilly 
days and certainly more chilly nights. That could be God's gen-
tle reminder that we can still be surprised! With spring also 
comes new life, not only in nature with the trees, plants, and 
grass, but with the animals bringing forth new life, too. Humans 
are also part of that equation. Many of us have family and 
friends who have had babies come into this big world, and some 
of us have even had the misfortune and sadness of losing loved 
ones. Let us remember to pause sometime throughout our busy 
days and say a prayer of thanks, and of hope for our loved ones. 
We can pray for peace, and we can pray for the strength to not 
give up when the going gets tough. And we can pray for some 
wisdom to know when to reach out for help, or when to reach 
out to help someone in need. 
Be blessed MCL family! 
 
Jim Sanchez 
Chaplain  

Color Guard 

 

BSA Troop 216 will hold its 16 April meeting at Glen 
Burnie Bowl. The Scouts will try their luck at “Duck 
Pin” bowling. The meeting starts at 1830. 
 
 
Jim Galvin 
Sgt-at-Arms 
 

No report. 



 

F-35B still undergoing repairs at Japanese airport 
weeks after precautionary landing  
 
By BRIAN MCELHINEY AND KEISHI KOJA STARS AND STRIPES • April 15, 2025 

 
 

A Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II 
that made a precautionary landing at a 
Japanese airport more than three 
weeks ago is still undergoing mainte-
nance, the service said Tuesday. The 
stealth jet, assigned to Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 121 at Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni, landed at Kochi Airport on the afternoon of March 25 af-
ter the pilot received a warning indication during a routine training flight, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing spokesman Maj. Joseph Butterfield said at the time. As 
of Tuesday morning, the jet remained parked at the airport in Kochi prefecture, 
where it is undergoing parts replacement and maintenance, Butterfield told 
Stars and Stripes by email that day. No timeline has been set for its return to 
MCAS Iwakuni, said Butterfield, who declined to provide further details, cit-
ing security concerns. “The aircraft’s onboard systems worked as designed and 
alerted the pilot to a potential issue, and the pilot responded as trained to en-
sure safe flight operations,” he wrote. “We will continue thorough inspections 
of the aircraft to ensure its safe return to home station.” 
 
Read more at: https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2025-04-15/f-35b-
iwakuni-marine-corps-shikoku-17474376.html?
utm_source=sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mil-ebb 
Source - Stars and Stripes  

From Around the Corps 



 
 

 

Detachment Bull & Oyster Roast 



 

Left Blank 

 

No News to Report 



News You Can Use 

Checking in with yourself can save your life. 

For me, the gym is more than a place for exercise. It’s where I tune in to my body and mind. As I get older, my joints 
and muscles have plenty to say, and I’ve learned to listen. 

But beyond the occasional aches and pains, the gym is my personal check-in point. It’s where I take stock of life, sort 
through challenges and find clarity when stress starts piling up. I admit that it sometimes can be a struggle. 

Veterans tend to prioritize others’ needs. But if you’re at the point where it’s second nature to just keep pushing 
through negative issues, you could end up overwhelmed. You could even face a crisis. 

It’s always a good idea to check in with yourself, and we want you to know that there’s a tool available for you. 

What is VA’s self-check assessment? 

VA and the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention teamed up to create the Veterans Self-Check Assessment, a 
free, confidential tool to help you find out if stress and depression are affecting you and what you can do about it. 

The assessment includes a series of questions that takes about 10 minutes to complete. It’s designed specifically for 
Veterans, active-duty military service members and members of the National Guard and Reserve, as well as their fami-
ly members. 

https://www.vetsselfcheck.org/welcome.cfm 

https://www.vetselfcheck.org/welcome.cfm


~ Our History ~ Customs ~ and Traditions ~ 

Famous Marines with April Links 
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MODD 
Hound Dog Pound 204 

Hound Dog Pound 204 

Mer-lin Pack 

Officers 

Pound Keeper  Howard Koontz 

Sr Vice PK Bobby Lee 

Jr Vice PK  

Smart Dog Ray Sturm 

Dog Trainer Leonard Steipler 

Mad Dog Woody Bowman 

Police Dog Norm Huffman 

Watch Dog Burt Helmka 

Barking Dog Stuart Blair 

Dog Robber Burt Helmka 

 

 

 

Dog House 

Harry L. Cooper VFW Post 160 

  

Pound 204 Next Growl  

TBD 

VFW Post 160 

 

Maryland Pack Grand Growl 

9 May 2025 

Ocean City, MD 

 

Advancing Pups must have their paper-

work in on time. See the Dog Robber or 

Pound Keeper. 

       



30 Mar Unit Drill and Recruit Graduation  Glen Burnie Elks Lodge 

11-13 Apr Encampment     Tuckahoe State Park 

19 Apr  Bass Pro Recruiting and Fundraiser With MCL 

Apr 27  Unit Drill     American Legion Post 276 

10 May Green Valley Fundraiser   Pasadena 

11 May NO DRILL — Mother’s Day 

17 May Green Valley Fundraiser   Pasadena 

25 May Car Show     Glen Burnie Elks Lodge 

26 May Memorial Day Parade   Annapolis 

 

 

 

 

Unit Drill is conducted every other Sunday at the American Legion Post 276 at 8068 

Quarterfield Rd, Severn MD. Marine Corps League members are welcome to attend 

and observe drill.  

New Recruit Graduation   30 March 

Must be 8 years old to high School 



Bushel of Crabs  

Memorial Day Fundraiser 

Win me and a bushel of my buddies.  

We will come to your backyard on 
Memorial Day for a great party.  

Get your tickets now. 

 

Proceeds support the 
Young Marines.  

Tickets are just $10 
each or 3 for $25 

For tickets contact  

Ray Sturm at Bandit6A@gmail.com 

or 202-903-8480 

 

Drawing held 17 May in time for 

your Memorial Day BBQ.  



Four Recruits Graduate 

30 March 2025, the unit welcomed four new Young Marine Privates as full 

fledged Young Marines. The graduates underwent 26 hours of recruit train-

ing in order to graduate.  

Recruits Tossie, Dove, Allegar, and Lampley being 

briefed by UC Ray Sturm and YM Sgt Mager.  

The new members of the Anne Arundel Young Marines. (L to R) 

YM Pvt Cyana Tossie 

YM Pvt Nicolai Dove 

YM Pvt Tyson Lampley 

YM Pvt Joey Allegar 

Special thanks to the Glen Burnie Elks 

Lodge for the use of their fantastic facility. 



19 April Recruiting Event  Bass Pro Shops  Arundel Mills  

21 April Detachment meeting  American Legion 175 Severna Park, MD 

28 April to 1 May   Modern Day Marine     Washington DC 

8-11 May Department Convention Grand Hotel   Ocean City, MD 

16 June Detachment meeting  American Legion 175 Severna Park, MD 

26-28  June Mideast Div Conference     Fredericksburg, VA 

 

 

 

Please send calendar additions to Ray Sturm at Bandit6A@gmail.com NLT the Saturday 

following the detachment’s monthly meeting. 

 

 

 

 

H E L P  Needed 
If you are aware of a community event, and would like to see the De-

tachment set up a table or tent, please let us know. We are looking 

for recruiting events. We need new members. 

Examples: 

 Festivals   Family Days 

 Street Fairs  Art Shows 

 Gun Shows  Church Events 

 Food Festival  Home Shows 

 



March Minutes 







Welcome to 

American Legion Post 175 

832 Manhattan Beach Rd 

Severna Park, MD 

Post Operating Hours   Kitchen Hours     Bar Deli Hours 

Monday: 2 PM to 11 PM   Tue: 11 AM to 2 PM and 4 PM to 8 PM  Daily until 10 PM 

Tuesday—Thursday 11 AM to midnight Wed: 11 AM to 2 PM 

Friday: 11 AM to 2 AM   Thur: 11 AM to 2 PM and 4 PM to 8 PM 

Saturday: Noon to 2 AM   Fri:  11 AM to 4 PM 

Sunday: Noon to Midnight 



We would like to thank all of  

Our Sponsors, Supporters, & Friends 

For your commitment to our community and charitable causes 

throughout the year. 


