
Detachment Meeting Minutes 
Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 

Marine Corps League 
December 16, 2024 

 
 

 1 

OPENING	BY	RITUAL:		
Meeting called to order by Commandant Burt Helmka at 1900 hours. 
The Pledge of Allegiance recited, followed by prayer by     
Members in attendance: 11 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
Commandant      Burt Helmka       p 
Sr. Vice Commandant     John Dunker          P 
Jr. Vice Commandant      Joe Peacy  P 
Judge Advocate      Ray Sturm  P 
Jr. Past Commandant      Ben Wells  P 
Adjutant       Debbie Deene                 P 
By-Laws Committee Chairman     Danny Fischio  E 
Chaplain       James Sanchez  E 
Color Guard Commander     Woody Bowman  P 
Historian       Joe Wright  E 
Newsletter Editor     Ray Sturm              P 
Paymaster       Ben Wells  P 
Public Information Officer     Vacant                
Quartermaster         
Rifle Pistol Team Captain     Ray Sturm   P 
Sgt-at-Arms       James Galvin   P 
Web Sergeant       Joe Wright   E 
Young Marine Commander   Ray Sturm              P 
 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: Joe Peacy `None this month possibly January. 
 
ADJUTANT’S REPORT:  Minutes from are noted the minutes will be posted on the detachment 
website along with the newsletter. Copies available on table. There is a revised edition of November’s 
minutes also attached with corrections noted in red.. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: None  
 
PAYMASTER:   The financial report was given by Ben Wells. This amount is as follows as of 
10/31/2024  
 Checking:     $ 4252.14 

 Investment Account    $ 10,080.00   
                                                $ 14332.14 
                                                                                                                                                                     

Our investment account has an increase of $80.00 to date.    
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CHAPLAIN REPORT:  No report from James Sanchez as he was absent. However as reported in the 
past our member Bill Collins is doing very well in his therapy and recovery; according to Jim Galvin he 
is planning on attending the boys scout troop 116 fishing tournament in the spring.  
 
COMMANDANT: No report. Commandant Helmka stated he apologized for not being out at last 
meeting he was out ill. 
 
SENIOR VICE:   John Dunker, shared he has tickets available for our Bull & Oyster Roast that will be 
held on March 8, 2025. Please see John if you are interested in purchasing tickets .Some tables are set up 
of some with 8`9 seats and some with tables of 10 seats. 
 
JUNIOR VICE:  No report on new memberships. 1. He attended the wreaths across America placement 
at the Veterans cemetery and it went real well and due to the amount of volunteers they started placing 
wreaths around 12:20 and were finished by 1:30. 
2. He also reported if anyone has any kind of claim with the VA and it is not going anywhere please 
reach out to Joe for information on an attorney group he has been working with they talk directly with 
other attorneys to move your claims forward .File a claim no matter how insignificant you may feel it is 
if it’s in your records. Get what you are entitled for, his claim surprisingly moved very rapidly as well as 
a few others. Reach out to Joe, for more details. 
3. Lastly he plans to be out and about the community at least once a month handing  poppies and 
spreading the word what the Marine Corps league is and recruiting new members; starting at Bass Pro 
next month. 
 
JUDGE ADVOCATE: No report. 
 
JR. PAST COMMANDANT:  No report. 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  No report. 
 
QUARTERMASTER: No report .Welcome our new quartermaster position given to Dan  
  
BY LAWS-   No report. 
  
HISTORIAN/ WEB SERGEANT:  No report. 
  
MARINE FOR LIFE: No report 
 
COLOR GUARD: Woody Bowman: No report. There is nothing scheduled until May 2025. And by the 
grace of God no funerals reported this year 2024 
 
YOUNG MARINES:  Ray Sturm reported. The young nerine’s assisted in placing wreaths across 
America at the veteran’s cemetery also along with about 3000 other people. If you can get a chance and 
go see these wreaths it’s absolutely stunning. They will be needing help on February 1, 2025 to assist in 
picking up the wreaths. There will not be the same amount to help pick up as there was laying down the 
wreaths, so  reach out if anyone can assist. 
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The boys will have their annual Christmas party at the bowling alley on December 22, 2024 at 2pm, 
should anyone want to attend; the address is 6322A Ritchey Highway Glen Burnie, Md. 21061. The 
boys will also attend the Military Bowl parade on December 28, 2024, in Annapolis. 
The boys will also hold an indoor encampment overnight at the American Legion Post 276, on the 
weekend of January 18`19, 2025 
  
 OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  No report   
     
GUEST/VISITOR-   No report. We had a guest did not catch his name however he happened to be off 
of work and wanted to attend a meeting. He cannot join the league at this time as his work schedule will 
not permit him off on our meeting night s. Hopefully once his schedule changes or he retires he will be 
able to join the league. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Ray Sturm proposed to increase our donation to the Boy Scout troop dinner an 
additional $150.00 to our last months approved donation of $250.00. The food exceed more than 
expected. This was seconded by Nila Caulder. voted on and approved. The donation that was voted on 
last month’s meeting for the Caring Cupboard in the amount of $500.00 was paid tonight by our 
paymaster. 
Ben Wells reported that we have few members who still have to pay their dues. These were due in 
August. We have four members who paid once and were sworn in but have never paid and have never 
attend a meeting. They are Evelyn Bowers Brian Hillard, Melvin Lyndsay, Scott Mioon. 
If anyone knows how to get ahold of Melvin please send his information to Jim Galvin. Jim and Melvin 
served in the same barracks and he has been trying to contact him. Burt Helmka, reported he was 
working at Bass Pro but left about a year ago to travel the country with his wife after he retired. 
Last year Debbie Deene paid her dues for Evelyn Bowers and Burt Helmka ,agreed he  will pay them a 
this year. Please get your dues in especially so you are current if you plan to attend the National 
Convention in august 2025. 
 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE:  No report  
   ‘ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Our next social dinner is scheduled for Friday, December 20, 2024. Please 
reach out to Jim Galvin if you plan on attending so he can give the restaurant a head count All are 
invited, guests and friends not limited to just the MCL, when we do have our dinner gatherings they are 
really fun. 
   
CLOSING CEREMONIES:  Sgt. at Arms Jim Galvin closed the meeting IAW MCL rituals.  The next 
meeting to be January20, 2024. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Deene, Adjutant 
Marine Corps League - A. A. County Detachment 1049 


