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The Learning Levels curriculum teaches and tests students on riding skills, barn safety and horse knowledge.

a

To earn a checkmark, students must be able to demonstrate an objective consistently and confidently.
All objectives must be met and signed off by an instructor for students to graduate to the next Level.

STUDENT MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

Commit to a regular schedule of unmounted lessons and independent study.

Understand and follow all posted barn rules. Students should share these rules with friends and family
and enforce safe behavior from anyone who joins them at the stable.

Dress safely for lessons, in approved attire.
Listen attentively to the instructor (and assistants, if applicable).

Come to lessons rested, hydrated and ready to learn!

Instructor's signature

©2022 HORSESENSE LEARNING LEVELS, LLC - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



HORSESENSE - Horsesense Leaming Levels

STUDENT'S NAME:

Student will learn basic safety practices for working around horses; simple identification of tack and grooming
equipment; elementary equine anatomy; and basic needs of the horse.

v OBJECTIVE DATE

Know and discuss safety rules in barn, pasture and arena.

Describe safe riding attire; demonstrate how to correctly fit a helmet.

Catch horse in stall and pasture, with safe technique.

Demonstrate safe leading from near side, both in barn and through doorways/
gates.

Tie horse safely, using an effective quick-release knot.

Demonstrate basic grooming to prepare a horse for a ride.

Know names and functions of basic grooming tools.

Demonstrate picking out hooves safely, with knowledge of reasons for basic hoof
care.

Know parts of the horse, to include: withers, poll, croup, hock, fetlock, etc.

Know parts and functions of saddle and bridle.

Know how to store tack correctly, and give at least two reasons for cleaning tack
and equipment.

Know basic rules for feeding.

Be able to identify good and bad hay, grain, and water.

Demonstrate mucking and re-bedding a stall, cleaning stall thoroughly and
efficiently.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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STUDENT'S NAME:

Student will refine leading and grooming skills; will learn to care for tack; to describe and measure horses; to apply
protective boots and blankets; to identify elementary feeding principles and situations requiring veterinary care.

v

OBJECTIVE

DATE

Jog horse in hand, with safe technique, as though jogging for soundness.

Blanket and remove blanket from horse safely.

Correctly apply splint boots, bell boots, and shipping boots. Know what each is
used for and which vital areas are protected.

Clean and condition a saddle, bridle, and girth, knowing reasons for each step.

Reassemble saddle and bridle without assistance.

Care for a horse after a workout, to include:

- Cooling out

- Thorough grooming and post-ride inspection

- Appropriate feeding and watering

Know normal TPR range for a horse, and discuss how to take TPR.

Know basic colors and markings.

Know basic types and breeds of the horse.

Know how to measure a horse for height.

Know reasons for basic feeding principles, to include discussion of roughage and
concentrates.

Know signs of colic and action to take.

Know which injuries can be handled with minor treatment and which need
veterinary attention.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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STUDENT'S NAME:

Student will be able to assess fit of tack; to identify basic first aid equipment; to understand concepts of conditioning
for horse and rider; to apply simple bandages, to understand elementary stable management principles and routine
horse care, to identify common breeds and riding disciplines.

v OBJECTIVE DATE

Fit a saddle, bridle (including bit), girth and halter to a horse.

Identify items in equine first aid kit, giving reasons for each item'’s use.

Take and record TPR.

Measure a horse for weight and height.

Administer a paste or gel dewormer safely.

Apply a stable bandage.

Describe ten riding disciplines (English or Western).

Name five breeds in each of the following categories: sporthorse, draft, gaited, pony,
color breeds.

Discuss safe trail riding practices, including appropriate tack and equipment.

Discuss basic conditioning for horse and rider.

Know signs of a hoof needing trimming or shoeing.

Know basic stall and pasture management practices to keep horse safe and happy, to
include:

- Provision for water, forage

- Shelter and living arrangements

- Fly and manure management

- Seasonal considerations

Create a simple calendar showing routine care needed for horse, to include:
immunizations, shoeing or trimming, deworming, dental care and Coggins test.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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STUDENT'S NAME:

Student will be able to perform thorough grooming; to understand action of bits and specialty tack; to identify
farrier tools; to understand principles of horse gaits and movement, basic first aid and parasite control, and
safe longeing and trailering practices.

v OBJECTIVE DATE

Groom a horse to turnout inspection quality (no braiding necessary).

Perform a safety check on a younger rider under supervision.

Know how to adjust different types of tack, including:

- Martingales

- Auxiliary nosebands

- Breastplates

- Curb chain

- Western cinch

Identify different types of bits, to include both snaffle and leverage bits.

Apply a polo wrap and discuss its purpose.

Know how the following injuries are treated: stone bruise, laceration, puncture
wound, abscess, swollen tendon, injured eye.

Discuss life cycle and prevention of internal and external parasites.

Know names and functions of farrier tools used in trimming and shoeing.

Know basic horse movement, to include number of beats in each gait, footfall
pattern, faulty movement, and methods of detecting unsoundness.

Discuss what conformation is and why it is important, to include basic faults of the
forelegs and hind legs, back, shoulder, neck and head.

Name and locate five unsoundnesses.

Perform a pre-trip safety check on a truck or trailer.

Safely load and unload a quiet horse, with assistance.

Discuss reasons for longeing, safe longeing practices and equipment. Demonstrate
how to hold and give aids with a line and whip.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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STUDENT'S NAME:

Student will be able to demonstrate safe longeing and an understanding of gaits and distances; to evaluate
basic conformation points; to plan conditioning schedules and relate horse’s work and condition to feed
rations; to continue expanding knowledge of stable management and veterinary care; to begin relating

equine behavior to human management practices.

v OBJECTIVE DATE

Know elementary concepts of equine behavior theory and relate them to 1) riding and
training practices, and 2) stable management practices.

Longe a quiet horse for exercise, showing safe technique and consideration of the horse.

Set walk, trot, and canter poles for a selection of three different-sized horses.

Build a simple gymnastic grid for an average 15.2hh horse.

Discuss different types and reasons for clipping.

Evaluate a horse’s conformation, listing both good and bad points.

Know basic conformation traits specific to the following breeds: Arabian, Thoroughbred,
Quarter Horse, Andalusian. Relate to suitability for specific disciplines.

Know stable vices, causes and possible remedies.

Discuss equine dental structure and the need for routine dental care.

Know specific immunizations needed for local area and at what frequency.

Wrap a hoof.

Discuss correct measurement of feed and suitable feed rations for horses in light,
moderate, and hard work; including considerations such as conditioning, injury and/or
illness.

Identify parts of the horse’s digestive system.

Identify different types of grains, hays, and supplements.

Create an eight-week conditioning schedule to prepare a horse and rider for a strenuous
activity (i.e., horse trial, show jumping competition, fox hunt, etc.).

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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ENGLISH

Student will be able to understand and demonstrate show-quality grooming; to apply more advanced bandaging
techniques; to evaluate longeing performance; to understand more advanced concepts of equine farrier and veterinary
care; to identify daily horse management practices and safety issues related to trailering,; to understand the economic

realities of horse ownership.

STUDENT'S NAME:

PART 1: ADVANCED HORSE CARE, LONGEING AND TRAVEL

v OBJECTIVE DATE

Groom a horse to turnout inspection quality, to include appropriate hunt or button
braids in the mane.

Thoroughly clean an udder and a sheath.

Longe a quiet horse and evaluate performance and movement.

Fit side reins.

Pull a mane.

Apply a shipping bandage.

Wrap a tail for travel.

Know how to select and maintain a trailer and tow vehicle.

Identify different types of shoes and their uses, to include traction devices such as
borium and studs.

Identify a minimum of five toxic plants native to this area.

Know location, appearance and treatment of unsoundnesses: navicular, splints, strained
or bowed tendon, ringbone, sidebone, curb, bone spavin, capped hock. Discuss
blemishes such as windpuffs and bog spavin.

Describe causes, signs, and treatment of laminitis/founder, tying up, choking, ulcers,
thrush, skin conditions.

Name five diseases of the horse and describe symptoms and preventative measures.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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STUDENT'S NAME:

PURPLE LEVEL

PART 2: STABLE MANAGEMENT AND BUDGETING

v OBJECTIVE

DATE

Discuss stable and pasture management, to include:

- Turnout schedules

- Parasite management

- Grass management

- Different options for fencing and bedding

- Routine facility maintenance

- Daily care of horses

Create a budget for keeping a horse for a year, to include: feed and board, routine

health care, emergency care, tack and equipment, and showing and training expenses.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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STUDENT'S NAME:

Student will be able to teach basic HorseSense skills; to demonstrate understanding of jump course design; to evaluate a horse’s
dressage performance; to demonstrate advanced health care skills; to evaluate more complex concepts of conformation and
movement; to understand functional equine anatomy and relate equine systems to feeding, diseases and their control; to incorporate
stable management principles in facility design.

PART 1: TRAINING AND PERFORMANCE, ANATOMY AND VET CARE

v OBJECTIVE DATE

Judge an Intro or Training Level dressage test, demonstrating knowledge of basic dressage
principles.

Design a hunter, equitation and show jumping course, demonstrating knowledge of
distances and types of fences.

Discuss methods of starting a young horse from the ground up, including ground exercises,
longeing, backing, and progressive training.

Discuss methods of conditioning for different activities, such as dressage, eventing, games,
endurance riding, etc.

Evaluate conformation of a selection of horses, discussing relationship to soundness,
movement, and athletic ability.

Know basic equine anatomy, to include: musculoskeletal, circulatory, respiratory, and
reproductive systems; know what diseases or health conditions affect each system.

Draw a diagram showing the major bones, ligaments, and tendons in the lower leg.

Estimate the age of a horse using teeth as a guide; discuss number of teeth, growth, and
dental care.

Discuss different approaches to veterinary medicine, to include:

- Basic disease prevention practices, including management of infectious diseases

- Uses and dangers of common equine medications and sedatives

- Other treatment methods such as physical therapy, chiropractic, acupuncture, etc.

Give an intramuscular injection.

Wrap a knee and a hock.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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STUDENT'S NAME:

PART 2: NUTRITION, STABLE MANAGEMENT AND INSTRUCTION

v OBJECTIVE DATE

Discuss nutrients needed for a balanced diet, with consideration for different stages of a
horse's life.

Using a tag from a commercially prepared feed mixture, analyze nutritional value of a
feeding program (to include hay and/or pasture).

Discuss equine disaster planning, to include: fire and storm emergency plans, supplies, and
evacuation procedures.

Draw a diagram of a stable and pasture setup for 1) private 2-horse farm on 5 acres; and 2)
commercial boarding and training facility on 20 acres.

Teach a new student Red Level HorseSense skills.

NOTES:

DATE COMPLETED: INSTRUCTOR'S SIGNATURE:
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A Note About the Levels Program

The Learning Levels program is our unique method of tracking progress in students as they develop into versatile,
well-rounded riders and horsemen. Students work to master specific skills in each of the levels, and receive
recognition for completion when they are able to consistently demonstrate each of the skills to their instructor. In
many cases, achievement of one level is a prerequisite for learning more advanced skills such as jumping.

The Levels are divided into three branches to reflect the main areas of study within our riding school:

~& The Horsemanship Levels concentrate on the rider’s ability in the saddle, culminating in a rider who is
balanced, educated and confident and can ride a schooled horse with skill and tact on the flat, over fences
and in the open.

~& The HorseSense Levels focus on the extensive body of knowledge needed to care for and work with horses
successfully, testing students on horse handling, veterinary and stable management skills.

~& The HorseCentered Levels introduce training and groundwork skills, allowing students to apply training
techniques in a wide variety of situations while increasing communication and connection with the horse.

If you are not already a participant in the Levels Program and you are interested becoming one, please ask your
instructor for more information.

Nikki and Dana Surrusco
HorseSense Learning Levels, LLC
Ellijay, GA

https://HOrsEsenseLeamingLevels.com

Visit our website to learn more about the Learning Levels program.

HorseSense Learning Levels materials are intended for
general informational purposes only; they do not constitute

legal advice and are presented without any representation Special thanks to all of the HorseSense
, or warranty whatsoever, including as to the accuracy or students and horses who made it possible to
completeness of the information. HorseSense Learning share our curiculum with you!

Levels, LLC is not responsible for any errors or omissions or
for the results obtained from the use of such information.

Limitation of Liability and Indemnity. You agree and acknowledge that you are
fully responsible for your own acts, and that if you, or other individuals are injured in
conjunction with any information or services provided by HorseSense Learning Levels, it .
was your choice alone to rely on that information or service and you do so at your own |||UStratlonS by Rhonda Hagy
risk. Use of any HorseSense materials, whether for personal or professional means, and Evan Surrusco

constitutes your agreement to indemnify HorseSense Learning Levels from all liability.

Legal Use of the Learning Levels Instructional Materials. Our resources are for your personal
use. Instructors, trainers, and other equine professionals may photocopy the materials for use

with their students, but may not sell or otherwise distribute any information contained therein .
©2007 HorseSense Learning Levels, LLC —

rev. 2022
All Rights Reserved.

for financial gain. Allimages, text, and materials provided through our website are copyrighted
and may not be reproduced without written permission from HorseSense Learning Levels.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


