
 

The Highway 401RT: Essential. Urgent. Affordable.
Why a 401RT?

1 Current rapid transit plans will not be enough modal shifts to transit to stop increases in road congestion or greenhouse gas emissions.  

2 The functionality of the Highway 401 corridor in Toronto is at risk.  The 401 will not be able to accommodate much more travel demand growth resulting from population and job growth. 

3 Trips to, from and within northern Toronto, including cross-boundary trips, are poorly served by rapid transit.  A 401RT rescues trnasportation in northern Toronto.

4 The Eglinton Crosstown LRT is too far south in Toronto to be useful to most travelers whose trip origins and destinations are in the northern half of Toronto.

5 The 401RT is affordable.  Economic, transportation, environmental, social and household benefits exceed the costs of building and operating the 401RT.

6 The 401RT and the Ontario Line extension northward from the Eglinton LRT are essential if growth in road traffic congestion in Toronto is to be stopped.

7 Mass transit is part of the effort to fight climate change.  The urgency of reducing greenhouse gas emissions is emphasized in warnings about drastic and permanent damage to earth's climate and all life forms.

Highway 401 File:   11x17 401RT Map June 2020

Current Toronto Rapid Transit +

Ontario Rapid Transit Plan (amended)

401RT: Surface Segments

401RT: Tunneled segments

New Rapid Transit Intersects

GO/RER Transit (excl. SmartTrack)

Ontario Line North Extension

Produced by John Stillich.  Contact him at sustainability@rogers.com.
More information can be found at www.401RT.ca . 

Note:  A 401RT makes four planned LRTs unnecessary: Jane, Sheppard East, Eglinton West extension to Pearson, Eglinton 

East extension to UTSC and Malvern.  Up to $7.9 billion in capital costs can be saved.

MISSISSAUGA

 401RT and Ontario Line extension north of Eglinton East → 188 million new transit trips per year 

by 2051.
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The 401RT and Modified Ontario Rapid Transit Plan
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time end to end: 
60 minutes
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401RT-GO Link at Hwy 
27: Access to/from 

Brampton is improved.

Automobile congestion at 
Pearson is resolved.  Major 

improvement to transit 
access is created.

Western industrial 
area is revitalized.

Enhanced Kipling 
bus to Pearson

401RT avoids highway 
congestion in airport 
industrial area.

Modal shifts:  401 gridlock is 
avoided. 401RT ridership 

increases as 401 traffic slows.

401RT:  Up to 10 new North-South rapid 
transit connections created. At least 25 
new N-S bus connections are created.

Major access 
improvement to York 

University from 
across Toronto

New high density urban development 
occurs at/near each 401RT station.

GO Transit 
ridership 
increases.

GHG emissions are cut by 
440,000 tons per year.

Keele bridge 
reconstructed.

Approx. 3,400 
transit jobs are 

created.

Traffic on many city 
streets is significantly 

reduced.
401RT and Eglinton 

LRT cut Jane LRT 
ridership demand.

3+ new connections to 
rapid transit are 

created.

Ontario Line extension 
diverts 401RT users from 

Yonge Subway. Don 
Valley Pkwy is rescued 

from gridlock.

Sheppard East LRT or 
subway not needed.

Industrial area access & 
development potential 

increase.

Add:  Brimley-
Danforth Rd Stn.

Markham-

Kingston Road 

Eglinton East LRT ridership 
demand drops.  LRT not 

needed.

401RT boosts 
Scarborough Subway 

ridership.

Student/worker access to UTSC & 
CentennialColl. greatly improved.

Social isolation reduced as 
401RT boosts access to 

destinations across Toronto.

Access to/from Malvern 
community improves.

Attendance at Metro 
Toronto Zoo increases.

Major financial and social 
benefit to households no 
longer driving each day.

Durham Transit 
ridership 

Improved access 
to/from Markham.

Corporate area 
revitalized.

401RT running time 
end to end: Less than 
60 minutes
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401RT Segments Km. $Billion

Scarborough Ctr. To Pickering Town Ctr 15.8 3.5

Victoria Park to Scarborough Ctr. 5.2 1.8

Don Mills Stn to Victoria Pk. 2.0 0.6

Existing Sheppard Subway 5.4 0.0

Yonge Subway to Spadina Subway 4.4 1.0

Spadina Subway to Pearson Terminal 14.7 5.5

Extn. to Missga Corporate Ctr & Hurontario 11.6 2.9

Other Costs 1.1

59.1 16.3

Ontario Line extension to 401RT at Victoria Pk. 6.3 3.6

Total for recommended 401RT Concept 65.4 19.9

Ontario Rapid Transit Plan (amended) Km (approx.) $Billion

Ontario Line Bathurst to Eglinton East 16.6 10.9

Scarborough Subway to Sheppard East 8.0 5.5

Eglinton West LRT to Jane only 0.9 0.4

Modified BRT - part of Miss'ga Transitway 6.7 0.2

Yonge Subway extenson to Hwy 7 7.4 5.6

Hurontario LRT Port Credit to Steeles 20.0 1.8

Total recommended for Ontario Plan 59.6 24.4

(King Street 
alignment is 50% 
more effective.)

Comparing Outcomes
New Users Gross Cost $m

401RT 205,000,000  16,300,000 

Ontario Line extension 14,000,000    3,800,000   

219,000,000  20,100,000 

Ontario Rapid Transit Plan 75,000,000    28,500,000 

401RT Ridership Estimate 

33,880,000

616,000

23,000,000

15,100,000

46,000,000

4,170,000

 

122,766,000 Sub-Total 

1.05 Driving cost Increase factor (tolls, energy, other car costs)

1.00 Other factors

128,900,000 TOTAL - New TTC Riders using 401RT by 2051

45,000,000 Bus component new ridership - non-401RT trips

173,900,000 New transit trips per year by 2051

12,000,000 Transfers from nearby TTC surface routes

186,000,000 Estimated total 401RT users by 2051

Reduction in 90% auto share of air passenger trips to/from Pearson, 

(i.e. more than in the basic modal shift)

New 401RT trips 2041 by residents per day: modal shifts by auto 

driver and passenger

Non-resident trips to/from 401RT (travelers living outside the 60 

Ward survey area)

New urban development at/near/above 26 401RT stations; @ higher 

transit % share

Estimated effects of GO RER intersects with 401RT (stouffville, 

Barrie, Kitchener, Richmond Hill lines).

Add'l. Hwy 401 congestion shift 2041 to 2051 (Hwy  unable to 

accommodate 2/3 of demand growth).


