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BROKEN YET BELOVED: THE STORY BEHIND JUST AS | AM

As we celebrate Women’s History Month, we often look toward the pioneers who led
movements or founded institutions. Yet some of the most profound legacies in church
history were forged not in the public square, but in the quiet, often painful confines of
a sickroom. This is the story of Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871), the woman who turned
her "brokenness" into one of the most beloved hymns of all time: “Just As | Am.”

Charlotte was born into a gifted, religious family in Brighton, England. In her youth, she
was a talented portrait painter and a witty writer. However, by her early thirties, her
life changed drastically. She was struck by a debilitating chronic illness that left her
largely bedridden and in constant pain for the remaining five decades of her life.

For an active, creative woman, this "thorn in the flesh" was a source of deep spiritual struggle. She often felt
useless, a burden to her family, and disconnected from the vibrant work of the church.

The turning point came in 1834. Her family was busy organizing a bazaar
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Gl P i s sl e to raise funds for St. Mary’s Hall, a school for the daughters of poor

gy L 'ﬂTULffiﬁui ’I ]’(; * M"il"—ﬂ—f’—‘“f'ﬁ' clergymen. Charlotte, confined to her sofa, felt a wave of bitterness and
. as I am, with-out one plea, But that Thy blood was shed for me, And -

2. Just as I am, and waitding not To rid my soul of one dark blot, To

e iNAdequacy. She couldn’t help; she couldn't even attend. In the silence of
B P room, she began to doubt her own worth before God. She
remembered the words spoken to her years earlier by the Swiss evangelist
César Malan, who had told her to come to Christ "just as you are."

8. Just as I am, the' tossed about With many ac

O Lamb of God, I come! I comel
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Picking up a pen, not to paint a portrait but to steady her soul, she wrote

the verses that would travel around the globe. She wasn't writing for a
congregation; she was writing to remind herself that God’s love isn't a

IN MY WEAKNESS, MY DOUBTS,
AND THE PLACES WHERE | FEEL

reward for our busyness, but a gift for our brokenness.

LEAST USEFUL, | STILL COME—

gfzi%lé,sfu(;?[:\g/:f;\rns MEMITE Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, | come, | come!”

“Just as | am, though tossed about, with many a conflict, many a doubt,

When the hymn was published, it resonated instantly. It became the anthem of the 19th-century revival
movements and, later, the signature invitation song for the Billy Graham Crusades.

Charlotte Elliott eventually wrote over 150 hymns, but none captured the human condition quite like this
one. She proved that physical limitations are not spiritual limitations. Her weakness became the very vessel
through which millions of people found the courage to approach the throne of grace.

Charlotte’s life reminds us that our value is not measured by our "productivity" or our health, but by our
identity in Christ. Whether we are leading from the front or praying from a bedside, we are invited to come
to Him—without plea, without delay, and exactly as we are.
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It doesn’t take long to notice the gentle, uplifting spirit that Amanda Leffew brings to the Franklin First 3

community. A Registered Nurse with more than 20 years of experience, Amanda shares her compassion
freely—whether at work, at home, or in church. She and her husband, Jason, will celebrate 18 years of
marriage this May, and together they cherish life with their two children: Grayson (9) and Amelia (2).

When she isn’t caring for patients or spending time with family, Amanda enjoys simple joys—pool days in &
summer, visits to the zoo, afternoons at the park, and browsing antique malls. In 2024, she and Jason
officially made Franklin First their church home, though Amanda’s roots here go back decades.

“My grandparents helped me
build my faith, and now I get to

pass that gift to my children.”

A TESTIMONY OF HOPE:
GOD’S PLAN REVEALED

Amanda’s faith deepened through one
of the hardest seasons of her life: a six-
year journey through infertility. It was
a time that required patience, faith,
and unwavering hope.

“We never gave up the hope of
becoming parents,” she shares. “|
knew in my heart that God had a
special plan for us.”

That plan blossomed in 2016, only
weeks after Amanda and Jason began
the adoption process. They were
chosen almost immediately, and their
son Grayson was born that September
—an answer to years of heartfelt
prayer.

In November 2023, their hearts were
filled again with the arrival of Amelia, a
precious gift they hadn’t expected but
wholeheartedly welcomed.

“God not only blessed us once, but
twice,” Amanda says. “We are thankful
every day for our children.”

ROOTED IN FAMILY, ROOTED IN FAITH

Amanda’s earliest faith experiences were shaped by her FTESS
grandparents, Paul and Ina Stahley, who faithfully brought =
her and her sister to Franklin First as children. Those ¢
childhood Sundays built a foundation she returned to in her
early 20s, always feeling welcomed and at home in the
congregation.

LIFE BEYOND
CHURCH

Outside of her roles in
healthcare and church,
Amanda loves:

« Browsing antique
One scripture has guided her through life’s joys and malls
challenges: Philippians 4:13 — “I can do all things through « All things Disney
Christ who strengthens me.” « Traveling to

Gatlinburg, Tennessee
SERVING WITH JOY g
S . Reflecting with
Since joining the church officially, Amanda has become an )
. d4i | h e gratitude on her
active and joyful servant through: family, health, and
« Children’s Church

career
* Greeter ministry Her favorite hymn, “How
« Vacation Bible School

Great Thou Art,”
She especially loves serving with kids and helping them grow  BReT=E{0 i8] A=Telgle =13 1=
in their own faith journeys. deep sense of awe and
thankfulness that fills her
story.

In 2008, Amanda and Jason were married in the same
sanctuary where she grew up learning about God’s love. She
credits her grandparents with nurturing her faith—a gift she
now hopes to pass along to her own children.

“Our church family is wonderful,” Amanda says. “Everyone is
so kind and always ready to help. We feel truly blessed to be
part of such a loving community.”

Looking to the future, Amanda hopes to continue growing in
her faith, serving others, and helping strengthen the church
family that has supported her so deeply.

Share Your Faith Story with Us: email us at office@franklinfirstumc.org

@ franklinfirstumc.org 0 FranklinFirstUMCOhio franklinfirstume303
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FOR THEY WILL BE FILLED.

BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL,
FOR THEY WILL BE SHOWN MERCY.

BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART,
FOR THEY WILL SEE GOD.

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS,
FOR TFEY WILL BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD.

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED BECAUSE
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

MATTHEW 5: 3-10
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