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Children’s Summer Programming 

Summer months are times of travel-

ing and special commitments. We 

are adjusting our children’s pro-

gram to accommodate summer 

schedules. Children’s Church will 

adjourn after June 15 for the sum-

mer and will resume in mid-August. 

Several of our summer worship ser-

vices will include special involvement for our kids, 

and there will be age-appropriate activity bags availa-

ble for youngsters in the worship service. 

Summer Snack Packs 

Franklin City Schools is offering a free summer breakfast/lunch program 

for children ages 18 and younger. Franklin First has been asked to pro-

vide weekend snack packs to participants. The first week of our commit-

ment is June 5, and we will continue through the week of August 8. On 

Sunday, June 1 we will have fellowship after worship and will also be ask-

ing you to help pack a month’s worth of snack packs. This is an easy and 

family-friendly activity, as we will only be stocking each bag with about 

seven items. We are honored to be a part of this summer program. 

VBS Olympics: Champions for Christ—July 19th 

Save the date for a great time for kids, aged incoming kindergarten through 

6th graders. “VBS Olympics” is our theme this year. We are encouraging 

youngsters from the community to come. We will meet from 10:00 till 2:00 

for this one-day event.  

Our lesson will be based on Hebrews 12:1-2. “So lets run the race God has 

marked out for you.” Activities will include games, Bible stories, science les-

son, music, concessions, and more. This is a FREE event, and all students are 

encouraged to register by July 15. A big thanks to Kaylee Glossip, our direc-

tor! Thanks to everyone who chooses to volunteer. 

Music Sunday 
Thanks! 

Our music groups lift-

ed us into the theme 

of “Love, Peace & 

Hope” on May 18. 

The morning was in-

spiring, and we want 

to thank all our musi-

cians. Special thanks 

goes to Monica 

Rhude, Tami Chamberlain, Megan Duff, Trisha Dick-

en, and Kaylee Glossip for their leadership. 



 

 

Sweet Tea Sunday 

Let’s celebrate southern hospitality as a vision of God’s love and 

grace. Join us August 3 for a special worship service followed by a 

yummy after-service gathering. We will enjoy a Southern Gospel 

style of worship and the relaxed fellowship of a good old fashioned 

Ice Cream Social. We will share more details closer to the date. 

3 

National Night Out—August 5th 

Once again, Franklin First is planning to participate in this local event 

to honor our Police Department. Last year was a great success, and 

we are going to man a booth with drawings for backpacks full of 

school supplies. We will also have games and giveaways for the kids. If 

you would like to be a part of this outreach, please contact Linda 

Smith or Karen Anderson for more information. We need smiling fac-

es to greet our community and let them see we care. The event runs 

from 5:30 to 8:30. Can you take a shift? 

Join the Sunday Team 

 We're seeking friendly and wel-

coming individuals to serve as ush-

ers or greeters once or twice a 

month for Sunday Worship. 

As an usher or greeter, you'll play a 

vital role in creating a warm and 

inviting atmosphere for our congre-

gation and visitors. It's a wonderful 

way to  share your smile! 

If you are interested in helping 

with Sunday Worship as an usher 

or greeter, please contact the 

office. 

Backpack Sunday 

Again this year, we will be 

hosting Backpack Sunday dur-

ing worship as we ask God’s 

blessing on our children and 

school staff who will be return-

ing to classrooms. Invite family 

and neighbors to share in 

these blessings. Please be col-

lecting school supplies, as we 

will be giving them away to 

kids and staff alike  

mailto:office@franklinfirstumc.org


 

 

Give Franklin First a 
Review! 

Take a moment to tell others 
what you like about Franklin 
First.  Use the link below to 
give us a review on Google.  
The more positive reviews and 
interaction, the better 
placement we receive when 
individuals search for a church 
in Franklin. 

Click Here to leave a review! 
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Holy Spirit Focus 

I was asked earlier this year to offer a sermon series on the Holy 

Spirit. The request came from a desire to more fully understand 

the work of the third person of the Holy Trinity. While we might 

feel that we have a fuller grasp of God the Father and God the Son, 

many of us have never studied God the Holy Spirit. Yet Jesus told 

us that believers would have the indwelling presence of the Spirit 

to guide us in the ways of God. 

July worship will focus on the work of the Holy Spirit. Come join us 

and explore the power of God within as we learn more about the 

Spirit’s nature and purpose in the life of believers.  

Pastor Laura 

https://g.page/r/CebjXokui9PHEB0/review


 

 

 

Please be sure the office has  the correct cell phone number, 

home phone number,  email, address, etc. for your family. 

Confirm with the office if you are unsure. 
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2025—2026 Tutoring 

It has been decided! Franklin First will again be tutoring in partnership with Principal 

Jim Rhoades, and our location this school year will be Gerke Elementary – which hous-

ing all first-grade students. 

Tutors will work with students who have been identified by school staff as in need of 

some special attention to reading skills. In the past, tutors have committed to being 

available from 3:00 – 4:30 on Thursday afternoons. This year’s tutoring dates have yet to be determined, but we 

will be doing both fall and winter/spring sessions. During that time, students have gym time, snack time, and 

lesson time. The lesson suggestions are provided by school staff. 

We can use some new tutors in addition to our seasoned tutors. You will need a background check (if you have-

n’t already had one) and you will get on the job training. We have substitute tutors who can fill in if you cannot 

make every week. This is a rewarding outreach! Tutors and their students often form a rich bond with one an-

other. The kids love it so much and brag about it, that the other students at the school want to know if they can 

join in. What a way to bless a child! Talk to Linda Smith or Pastor Laura with questions or to volunteer. 



 

 

Donation 
Drive for 
School 
Supplies 
for June & 
July 

Our Mission 

team is excited 

to announce its 

upcoming Back-

to-School Sup-

ply Drive, running throughout June and July, to benefit stu-

dents and teachers in Franklin City Schools. We believe in 

supporting our local community, and what better way than 

by ensuring our educators and children have the resources 

they need for a successful academic year. 

All collected supplies will be donated directly to students 

and teachers within the Franklin City Schools district. Your 

generosity can make a significant difference in the lives of 

many young learners and dedicated educators. 

We are collecting a wide range of essential school supplies, 

including: 

Please purchase any of the above items and drop them 

off at Franklin First United Methodist Church, located 

at 303 S. Main St, Franklin. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.franklinfirstumc.org or call us at 937-746-5232. 

Thank you for helping us equip Franklin City Schools 

students and teachers for a bright future! 

Birthdays 

June 02 Christian Lucas 

June 02 Mary Harville 

June 03 Tiffany Chilcutt 

June 06 Judy Thomas 

June 06 Cheryl Cyphers 

June 08 Connie Bolinger 

June 08   Debbie Smith 

June 09 Julie Abell 

June 10 Megan Duff 

June 13 Mitchell Long 

June 14 Nancy Osborne 

June 16 Shari Tutt 

June 23 Barry Daugherty 

June 25 Marty Wright 

June 26 Tyler Smith 

June 26 Lily Smith 

June 30 Kathy Martin 

July 01 Jo Steinberger 

July 05 Devyn Johnson 

July 06 Jan Truesdell 

July 16 Jerry Ragland 

July 21 Tami Chamberlain 

July 21 Chris  Lorton 

July 22 Emily  Hynes 

July 25 Kathy Eich 

July 25 Jackie Messmore 

 

Anniversaries   

June 12 Andrew & Macie Goodpaster 

June 14 Rachel & Jo Chamberlain 

June 20 Jerry & Jan  Truesdell 

June 27 Lee & Laura Saunders 

June 27 Carol & Bill Hatfield 

July 03 Jessica & Deric Lucas 

July 11 Tom & Jo Steinberger 

July 16 Barbara & Gary Ogdin 

July 20 Cheryl & Greg Cyphers 
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· Headphones 
· Pencils 
· Colored Pencils 
· Markers 
· Crayons 
· Pens (blue, black, red) 
· Highlighters 
· Loose leaf paper 
· Spiral notebooks (1 & 5-
subject) 

· Folders with pockets 
· Binders (1.5", 2") 
· Composition notebooks 
· Backpacks (no wheels) 
· Glue sticks 
· Pencil boxes/pouches 
· Scissors 
· Erasers 
· Dry Erase Markers 
· Binder Tab Dividers 



 

 

Have you been on our updated 

website recently?  Check it out:  

www.franklinfirstumc.org.  Let 

us know what you think! 
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National Postage Stamp Quiz      

Answers from Page Five 

1.  Washington $.10 Franklin $.05 

2. Recipient paid 

3. 1855 

4. Philately 

5. Benjamin Franklin 

6. One ounce or less 

7. Franklin Roosevelt 

8. True 

9. 2007 

10. $.73 

June 2025     

Missions Team collects school supplies  

Week of June 1st  

1-Jun 
Graduation Sunday & Ascension 
Sunday  

 Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

Week of June 8th  

8-Jun Pentecost Sunday  

8-Jun Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

10-Jun Mission/Outreach Meeting 6:30 PM 

Week of June 15th  

15-Jun Father’s Day  

15-Jun Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

19-Jun Juneteenth  OFFICE CLOSED 

Week of June 22nd  

22-Jun Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

Week of June 29th  

29-Jun Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

JULY 2025     
Missions Team collects school supplies  

4-Jul July 4th Parade 5 pm 

Week of July 6th  

6-Jul Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

9-Jul Finance Committee 2:30 PM 

Week of July 13th  

   

13-Jul Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

19- Jul VBS OLYMPICS 10 am—2 pm 

Week of July 20th  

20-Jul Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

26-Jul School Supply Collect at Walmart  
Week of July 27th  

27-Jul Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

August  2025     
Missions Team begins to collect cleaning products for The Pantry 

Angel Shop Opens for Homecoming  

Week of August 3rd  

3-Aug Sweet Tea Sunday  

3-Aug Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

5-Aug National Night Out   

Week of August 10th  

10-Aug Backpack Sunday  

10-Aug Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

13-Aug Endowment Team 2:30 PM 

Week of August 17th   

17-Aug Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

Week of August 24th   

24-Aug Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

Week of August 31st  

24-Aug Faith Seekers Group 9:15 AM 

Building a Legacy 
That Lasts 

Looking for a meaning-

ful way to make a 

difference in our 

church’s future? A gift 

to our Permanent En-

dowment Fund is a 

powerful way to ensure your generosity lives 

on. Your contribution will be carefully invested 

to support our mission and bring hope to those 

we serve—today and for generations to come. 

Be part of something enduring. Reach out to 

Pastor Laura to learn how you can help shape a 

brighter tomorrow. 

http://www.franklinfiirstumc.org.


 

 

HOW DOES FAITH IMPACT YOUR WELLNESS             
By Joseph Yoo 

Faith should impact all aspects of our lives, right? 

I tend to believe that everything is integrated, connect-

ed. Our soul’s health affects our mental health affects 

our physical health. One can’t really be isolated from 

the other… sort of like a trinity. 

It’s just that we often choose to live dis-integrated, dis-

connected lives. 

We have our spiritual lives and then our everyday lives. 

We have the secular and we have the spiritual. We 

have what we believe and how we live. 

Maybe this is a stretch: but perhaps that’s why there 

still exists a stigma when it comes to mental health 

amongst certain Christian circles. Like, we limit the 

help one can get because the only help that counts 

comes from Christian circles. 

Depression? Pray it away. 

Still depressed? Pray harder. 

Still depressed? Maybe there’s some unresolved sin. 

Pray for forgiveness and just be happy. 

And because Jesus cures all in the end, all you need is 

Jesus. 

(There is some truth to that, but that’s why God called 

some people to be doctors, others to be counselors, 

others to be therapists, others to be ministers, etc.) 

It’s okay to believe in Jesus and have a therapist. It’s 

never one or the other. It’s okay to tell Jesus about the 

therapist you’re seeing and vice versa. Our faith should 

compel us to be healthy mentally, physically, and spir-

itually. 

After all, faith should help improve our wellness all 

around. 

Spirituality and worship help give us a higher sense of 

purpose and encourage us to think in positive ways. 

Take Paul’s words to the Philippians: 

 From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is 

excellent and if anything is admirable, focus your 

thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that 

is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is 

lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. 

Studies have shown that mediation and prayer have 

mental health benefits. From my own personal experi-

ence, there have been quite a few times when prayer 

helped me slow things down and reassess before going 

into full panic mode. “Breath Prayers” (that my col-

league Ryan Dunn talked about in a video for Rethink 

Church) really helps me calm down (even if it’s just for 

a tiny bit). 

Being part of a faith community, I have a support net-

work that helps in time of need. Not only that, it gives 

me opportunity to help others which fills our lives with 

positivity. Most churches provide almost never-ending 

opportunities to serve. 

So be intentional in engaging in activities that make 

you feel whole. 

Exercise. 

Read. 

Pray. 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Rest is a spiritual practice  
encouraging good health  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/breath-prayer
https://www.umc.org/en/content/breath-prayer


 

 

Franklin First Online Giving  

Online giving is a great choice for when you are unable to join us for Worship to 
continue to support the church.  You can either set-up a recurring payment or give 
each time you visit the site. 

Connect by using this link:  

https://franklinfirstumc.org/giving-%26-member-resources 

Do things that give you joy on a regular basis. 

And let yourself rest. Following the drumbeat of the 

world can leave us exhausted. 

So take Sabbath to pause from the craziness of the 

world so that you can remember who you are and 

whose you are. 

Do you remember that Snickers commercial? 

You know, the one where one person is acting aggres-

sively grumpy (usually portrayed by a celebrity like 

Danny Trejo or Betty White) and someone hands them 

a Snickers and they return to their original form and it 

ends with: “You’re not you when you’re hungry.” 

We’re also not ourselves when we’re tired. 

It’s difficult to be anything, let alone faithful, when 

we’re exhausted. 

When the Israelites slaves workload was doubled, Exo-

dus 6:9 tells us “they didn’t listen to Moses, because of 

their complete exhaustion and their hard labor.” 

In 1 King 19, Elijah complained to God, “I’m can’t even! 

I just want to die!” And God basically responded, “Eat 

some food and take a nap!” 

Elijah slept, ate, and realized that he may have over-

blown the situation. 

Even God thinks that we should not underestimate the 

power of a snack and a nap. 

So be intentional in taking care of yourself physically, 

mentally and spiritually. Many of us are good at taking 

care of others but fail miserably when it comes to self-

care. Don’t be ashamed to take some “me-time” and 

do things that give you joy or empowers you to become 

better. 

Every year, on my birthday, I make a resolution/goal in 

each of the “categories” that help me towards the path 

of wholeness. My physical goal was to run a mile under 

8 minutes. My spiritual goal was to read 20 faith/

ministry/church related books within the year. My 

mental goal was to get better at writing and say ‘yes’ to 

any writing opportunity that came my way since writing 

is something that gives me joy. 

Maybe goals/resolution making isn’t your cup of tea. 

But be intentional in engaging in things that will make 

you spiritually, physically, and mentally healthier. Take 

care of yourself because you are God’s favorite crea-

tion.  

 

Joseph Yoo is a West Coaster at heart contently living in 
Houston, Texas with his wife and son. He serves at Mo-
saic Church in Houston. Find more of his writing at jo-
sephyoo.com.  

 Taken from: https://www.umc.org/en/content/how-does-

faith-impact-your-wellness 

(Continued from page 10) 
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https://franklinfirstumc.org/giving-%26-member-resources
https://www.umc.org/en/content/how-does-faith-impact-your-wellness
https://www.umc.org/en/content/how-does-faith-impact-your-wellness
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Kroger Community Rewards 

Have you checked the bottom of your Kroger’s 
Receipt? If it does not list our church as your des-
ignated Community Rewards Beneficiary, follow 
the instructions on the back and get signed up 
now!  Please note our new church number!  You 
do not need to change your current account; this 
is for new sign-ups.  
 
Go to:  www.krogers.com 
 

New account us-
ers:   
go to “Register” 
Create Account 
Or Sign-in 
Go to:  Commu-
nity – Communi-
ty Rewards 
Click:  Enroll 
now 
Church #:  
RK151 

Free Community Dinners 

We are honored to be a part of the Franklin community that offers Free 

Community Dinners—a welcoming space where everyone is invited to enjoy 

a hot meal and good company.  These dinners are made possible through 

the incredible generosity of our community partners: The Coffee Col-

lab and St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus. Together, we’re working to ensure 

that no one in Franklin goes without a warm meal or a place to feel at home. 

Join us each week: 

•4th Tuesdays | 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM; Hosted by The Coffee Collab 

•Every Thursday | 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM; Hosted by St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus 

All dinners are served at Franklin First UMC, 303 South Main St., Franklin, OH. 

These meals are more than just food—they’re a reflection of our shared commitment to care for one another. 

Whether you’re in need of a meal or simply want to connect with neighbors, you’re always welcome at our ta-

ble. 

A heartfelt thank-you to The Coffee Collab and St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus for their continued support and 

compassion. 

For more details about the dinners or other church events, visit www.franklinfirstumc.org. 

Do You 

Know? 

A recently discov-

ered painting has 

surfaced in the 

church, and we’re 

trying to uncover 

its story! Do you 

know who donat-

ed it or where it 

came from? 

If you have any information, please contact the church 

office at office@franklinfirstumc.org or call 937-746-

5232. 

Help us solve this little mystery! 

http://www.krogers.com
mailto:office@franklinfirstumc.org


 

 

Church Council:   
Church Council Chair  Mike Smith 
Church Council Secretary    

Lay Leader   Connie Bolinger 
Lay Member of Annual Conference Tami Chamberlain 
Lay Member of Annual Conference Alternate 
   Kim Chewning 
Treasurer   Tami Chamberlain 
Membership Secretary  Cheryl Cyphers 
Financial Secretary  Theresa Fultz 
Church Historian  Robert Bowman 
Pastor   Laura Saunders 

Ministry Team Representatives: 
Staff-Parish  Peggy Darragh-Jeromos 
Finance   Paul Anderson 
Endowment   Paul Anderson  
Trustee Chairs Jim Martin, Mike Runyan 
Worship  Monica Rhude  
Technology   Joe Chamberlain 
Committee on Lay Leadership Laura Saunders 
Christian Education Mike Smith, Rhonda Roberson 
Missions & Outreach Linda Smith, Karen Anderson 
Care Team  Lee Saunders 
Hospitality & Events Carol Runyan 
Welcoming Ministry Dorothy Rayburg 
Women’s Circle Monica Rhude 
Member At Large   Kaylee Glossip 
Member At Large   Amanda Leffew 
 
  

Staff-Parish Relations Committee:   
Chair: Peggy Darragh-Jeromos      Lay Leader: Connie Bolinger 
Terms expiring 2025 Cheryl Cyphers, Mishelle Dicken 
Terms expiring 2026 Sue Fullen, Peggy Darragh-Jeromos, 
  Pam Trout  
Terms expiring 2027: Sally Fitzgerald, Karen Anderson, 
  Cindy Kuntzman 
 

Trustees: Co-Chairs:  Jim Martin, Mike Runyan   
Terms expiring 2025: Cody Chilcutt, Mike Runyan, 
  Connie Bolinger 
Terms expiring 2026: Gary Ogden, Joe Chamberlain,  
  Joe Wright  
Terms expiring 2027: Jan Abell, Jim Martin, Trisha Dicken 
 

Committee on Lay Leadership (Nominations):  
Chair: Pastor Laura Saunders       Lay Leader: Connie Bolinger 
Terms expiring 2025:       Kathy Martin,  
  Peggy Darragh-Jeromos 
Terms expiring 2026: Sally Fitzgerald, Karen Anderson  
Terms expiring 2027:   Barb Ogdin, Charlotte Summer, 
  Brian Graves 

 
 
Finance Committee: (By virtue of office.) 
Chair  Paul Anderson  
Treasurer:  Tami Chamberlain 
Financial Secretary: Theresa Fultz  
Church Council Chair: Mike Smith 
Trustees Co-Chairs: Jim Martin, Mike Runyan 
Staff Parish Chair: Peggy Darragh-Jeromos 
Lay Leader:  Connie Bolinger 
Lay Member of Annual Conference: Tami Chamberlain 
Pastor:  Laura Saunders 
 

Permanent Endowment Fund Committee 
Chair of Finance Committee Paul Anderson 
Church Treasurer  Tami Chamberlain 
Chair of Board of Trustees                  Jim Martin, Mike Runyan 
Chair of Church Council  Mike Smith 
Lay Leader   Connie Bolinger 
Member at Large (Term: 2024-25) TBD 
Member at Large (Term: 2025-26) Jerry Truesdell 
Pastor (non-voting member) Laura Saunders
  
Worship Ministry Team:  Chair:  Monica Rhude   
Choir Director: Monica Rhude 
Bell Choir Director: Tami Chamberlain 
Altar Design:                Pam Bishop, Shari Tutt, Carol Runyan 
Technology:  Joe Chamberlain 
Lay Leader:  Connie Bolinger 
Pastor:  Laura Saunders 
 

Mission & Outreach Team:   
Co-Chairs:  Linda Smith, Karen Anderson   
Madelyn Lang,  Karen Anderson, Tami Chamberlain, Marna 
Rogers,  Sally Fitzgerald, 
 

Technology Team: Chair: Joe Chamberlain   
Joe Chamberlain, Trisha Dicken, Andy Kuntzman, Tami Cham-
berlain, LeeAnn Lee, Paul Anderson, Rick Chamberlain 
 

Christian Education Team:   
Co-Chairs:  Mike Smith (Adult) Rhonda Roberson (Children) 
Jan Truesdell, Rachel Chamberlain, Madelyn Lang, Carol 
Runyan, Mike Smith, Rhonda  Roberson 
 

Care Team: Chair: Lee Saunders 
Lee Saunders (phone contact); Charlotte Summer, Dorothy 
Rayburg, Jan Truesdell, Judy Deskins (visitation team) 
 

 Franklin First United Methodist Church 
2025 Lay Leadership Ministry 

 
Making disciples…  Building Christian community…  Transforming lives! 
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Franklin First                                         
United Methodist Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor  
Laura Saunders 
 
 
Sunday Worship Service  
10:45 am 
Livestreaming on Facebook 
 
Faith Seekers Bible Study 
Sundays, 9:15 am 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Franklin  First United Methodist Church  

303 South Main St. 

Franklin, OH 45005 

 

Phone: 937-746-5232 

E-mail: office@franklinfirstumc.org 

Upcoming Events 

 

June 1  Graduation Sunday 

June 15  Father’s Day Sunday 

July 4  Franklin Fourth of July Parade 

July 19  Vacation Bible School 

August 3 Sweet Tea Sunday 

August 5 National Night Out 

August 10 Backpack Sunday 


