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WOVEN TOGETHER:
SHINING A LIGHT IN A SEASON OF DIVISION

As the vibrant colors of autumn begin to paint our world and the days grow shorter, there's a certain
beauty in the way nature prepares for a new season. Yet, when we look beyond our windows and
into the wider world, it often feels as though the social landscape is anything but peaceful. We live
in a time when division, disagreement, and discord seem to dominate headlines. It can feel
overwhelming, can't it?

But for us, the Body of Christ, this challenging climate presents not a reason for despair, but a
profound opportunity to shine as a beacon of God's reconciling love. Jesus prayed specifically for our
unity, not just for the sake of internal harmony, but so that the world might believe (John 17:20-21).
This isn't just a nice idea; it's central to our witness!

In a world prone to tearing itself apart, we are called to be an example of coming together. Think of
a beautifully woven tapestry. We are all different threads—different colors, textures, and strengths
—but it is precisely in our being woven together, through Christ, that we create something whole,
strong, and beautiful. Each thread retains its unique character, but its true purpose and beauty are
realized in connection with others.

The Apostle Paul spoke extensively about this in his letter to the Ephesians, urging us to "make every
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” He reminds us that there is "one
Body and one Spirit... one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all" (Ephesians 4). This is our foundation! Our unity isn't based on political
agreement, shared hobbies, or even identical opinions on every matter. It is rooted in our shared
identity in Christ. So, what does this look like in practice, especially when the world around us is so
divided?

1.Listen with Grace: Before we speak, let's commit to true listening—to God, to each other, and
even to those with whom we disagree. Listening seeks understanding, not just rebuttal.

2.Speak with Love: When we do speak, let our words be seasoned with grace and truth, building
up rather than tearing down (Ephesians 4:29).

3.Prioritize Christ: In every interaction, ask yourself: "Does this bring glory to Christ? Does this
foster unity in the Spirit?" When Christ is at the center, our differences often fade in
significance.

4.Pray for Peace: Let us continually pray for peace in our hearts, our church, our communities,
and our world. Prayer is the ultimate act of bringing God's perspective into our brokenness.

This fall, as we gather for worship, for fellowship, and for service, let's intentionally choose unity. Let
our church be a powerful illustration of what God can do when His people, despite their differences,

choose to live out their shared identity in Him.

Pastor Laura
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If you've spent any time at Franklin First, chances are you've seen the contagious smile of Kaylee Glossip.
A lifelong member of our church, Kaylee is the wife of Nathan (Nate) and a proud mom to Emelia
(Emmy), with another daughter, Harper, due in November. Their family also includes Link, a lively 2 %-
year-old pup who keeps things fun. The Glossips are big Cincinnati Bengals fans—making it a tradition to
attend at least one game each season.

When she’s not busy cheering on her team or spending time with family and friends, Kaylee is hard at
work completing her Master’s in Business Administration at Northern Kentucky University. She also
serves as a respiratory therapist, a career she began after graduating from Kettering College in 2022.

SERVING AT FRANKLIN FIRST

Over the years, Kaylee has sung in the choir, but more
recently she has stepped into new roles within the church.
She serves on the Children’s Education Program and as a
member of the Church Council. She finds great joy in
helping kids engage with scripture and watching them
begin to understand God’s Word.

"Being intentional with my faith hasn’t
always been easy but with new things

that | have joined at the church, it has
been very easy to spark conversations
with those around me about Christ."

FAITH JOURNEY

Kaylee has been part of Franklin First
since birth. Over the years, she has

She especially appreciates how adaptable and open-minded the Franklin First family is:
“They are never afraid to embrace new ideas or respond to new needs. They always strive
to do what Jesus would do—advocating for the right thing for the most people.”

experienced seasons of closeness with
God and times of struggle. One defining
moment came after the birth of her
daughter Emelia, when she faced
postpartum depression and anxiety. She
leaned heavily on her doctors, friends,
and family—who surrounded her with
prayer and strength until she could
reconnect with her faith. Kaylee
describes this season as pivotal, helping
her grow deeper in her walk with Christ.

Now, her faith is more intentional,
especially as she guides her daughter in
learning about Jesus. “For Emmy, we
enjoy reading scripture and worshiping
through music,” Kaylee shares.

LIFE BEYOND CHURCH

QOutside of church, Kaylee treasures family time and simple joys like Saturday
mornings at Calypso Café with Emmy, or a post-service stop at Fizzy. She’s grateful
for the health of her daughters and loved ones, which she doesn’t take for granted
given what she witnesses daily in her work as a respiratory therapist.

Kaylee also finds inspiration in her close friend Rachel, describing her as a bold
servant of the Lord, a prayer warrior, and someone who has walked beside her in
faith.

HOPES FOR FUTURE

Looking ahead, Kaylee hopes Franklin First continues to grow and adapt, especially to
meet the needs of younger generations. “Modernization doesn’t have to be all or
nothing,” she says. “But without change, | worry our church may struggle to connect with
the next generation. My hope is that we can create a place where younger people feel
welcomed, loved, and excited to be part of the family of Christ.”

We are so thankful for Kaylee and her family’s presence, energy, and commitment to
Franklin First. The Glossips remind us what it means to live faithfully—embracing both
tradition and change as God leads.

Share Your Faith Story with Us: email us at office@franklinfirstumec.org

@ franklinfirstumc.ordg 0 FranklinFirstUMCOhio franklinfirstume303
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