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A FINAL GIFT OF LOVE: WHY MAKING A WILL MATTERS

August is “Make a Will” month. The topic of death is often uncomfortable, yet preparing for it is one of the
most responsible and loving acts you can undertake for your loved ones. Among the various aspects of end-of-
life planning, creating a personal will stands out as a cornerstone, offering invaluable peace of mind for you
and clarity for your family after you're gone.

A will is a legally binding document that outlines how you wish for your assets to be distributed, who will care
for your minor children, and who will manage your estate upon your passing. While it may seem like a
formality, its absence can lead to significant complications, stress, and even financial hardship for those you
leave behind.

One of the primary benefits of a will is ensuring your wishes are honored. Without a will, your estate becomes
subject to the laws of your state. This means a court, not you, will decide how your assets are divided,
potentially leading to outcomes that don't align with your intentions. Do you have specific heirlooms you want
to go to particular individuals? Do you want to leave a portion of your estate to a charity? A will is the only way
to guarantee these wishes are legally recognized and followed.

Furthermore, a will provides clarity and minimizes conflict among your beneficiaries. The grieving process is
already difficult, and disputes over inheritances can exacerbate emotional pain and tear families apart. A clear,
legally sound will acts as a definitive guide, leaving no room for speculation or arguments about your
intentions.

For parents of minor children, a will is absolutely crucial for designating guardianship. Without a will, the court
will appoint a guardian for your children, which may not be the person you would have chosen or who is best
suited to raise them. A will allows you to name guardians, ensuring your children are cared for by individuals
you trust and who share your values.

Finally, having a will can streamline the probate process and potentially save your estate time and money.
While some level of probate is often unavoidable, a well-drafted will can simplify the administration of your
estate. In essence, a personal will is an act of love and responsibility. It's a powerful tool that allows you to
control your legacy, protect your loved ones, and provide them with a clear roadmap during a challenging
period.

Don't postpone this vital step. Consulting with an estate planning attorney today can provide you with the
guidance and assurance that your final wishes will be respected and your family's future secured. The
Foundation of West Ohio UMC also has a link on their website to create a free and legally compliant will. You

can find this information at: « UMFWESTOHIO.ORG
* PLAN YOUR PHILANTHROPY
« LEARN ABOUT WILLS
» CREATE YOUR WILL
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AUGUST 5, 2025
5:30 - 8:30 PM

FRANKLIN COMMUNITY PARK
301 E, 6HT ST
FRANKLIN OH.
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Walking in His Sandals:
Life in/Jesus’ Time
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» September 11th at 6:30 PM

Training will last less than an

hour and a meal will be served.
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