Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Local Offer

Busy Bee Preschool, Denmead

How does the Early years setting know if a child needs extra help? What should I do if I think my child may have a Special Educational Need?

· We are aware that some children may have additional needs and are proactive in ensuring that appropriate action can be taken when such a child is identified within the provision. Sensitive and appropriate steps are taken to promote the overall welfare and development of the child within the setting and consultation with parents or carers is paramount.
All children are monitored individually throughout their time at the setting and we understand that every child develops at an individual rate and way, with this in mind we are keen to identify any gaps in your child's development and ensuring they are supported to close any developmental gaps. We are skilled at identifying when children require further support to close gaps in their development and able to contact specialist support to meet the child current needs and develop plans to assist their learning. We have a dedicated Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) who is fully trained to support children with additional needs, they also have secure links with the Local Authority. The SENCO is available for all staff within the setting to discuss any concerns and to seek support or guidance. All our practitioners have completed basic awareness of special educational needs and have clear expectations of their role in highlighting and supporting children who may require additional support either short term or for the long term. All staff within the setting  attend courses and training to update their skills and knowledge.

How will the Early Years Setting staff support my child?

·  Each child is allocated a Key Person who is responsible for learning about your child's current interests, favourite things and form special bonds to ensure they feel happy and secure within the provision. Each Key Person strives to work closely with the parents as well as the children. They will also be responsible to document and share your child’s progress and achievements with parents on our online system DOJO.  As the parents and carers you will have constant access to their development profile on DOJO and can add your own observations to share in their profile and with their key person, sparking conversations, new ideas for activities or record a special achievement/ wow moment. This process is also shared with you termly at a private parent consultation where you can discuss your child's current development as well as any concerns or worries you may have. The Key Person in turn will support you through any additional processes that may need to be instigated and monitored. We strive to share information with any professionals that are working with your child including speech and language therapists etc and school teachers when your child reaches school leaving age. Supporting your child within the setting the Key Person will ensure they become familiar in their surroundings.
All documents shared with and by other professionals are thoroughly read and implemented in the form of an Individual Education Plan (IEP).

How will the Curriculum be matched to my Child’s needs?

· We would tailor the children learning experiences depending on their current needs and developmental levels. On entry to the nursery a development starting point is formed, from this we target support to progress the children further. If at this stage gaps or delays are identified we will work with the parents/ carers to discuss potential support or professionals that can support your child whilst at the setting. The staff use the EYFS to plan age and stage appropriate activities that spark imagination, conversations, excitement, awe and wonder. 

How will I know how my child is doing?  How will you help me support my child’s learning?

· We are always available to discuss any concerns or worries you may have as they arise, we always provide a daily handovers when you drop off and collect your child at the nursery. We invite you to join us at the end of each term to discuss your individual child's development, progress or areas that require further support. If it has been identified that further support is required we can support you as parents and carers to deliver some fun activities at home by developing at home activity pack.  Using the Early Years foundation stage and our secure partnerships with outside agencies we are able to support you to receive additional help where required. We work closely with the Local Authority and discuss children's needs as required and access support groups, referrals to other professionals that may be able to support your child. Through daily monitoring and development trackers we are able to have a clear understanding of your child's current development mile stones and next steps to work towards. The SENCO and your child's key person work closely together within the nursery to ensure early identification and support is put in place as quick as possible.

What support will there be for my child's/young person's overall wellbeing?

A child with challenging behaviour will be supported by each member of staff using our positive approaches. The use of an individual behaviour plan will document exactly how the child will be supported.  The SENCO will ensure each child has an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) in place to support their needs.  We have policies in place to support behaviour, special educational needs, disabilities and inclusion. We have areas within our indoor and outdoor areas that support and encourage 'calm down' time. Emotions and feelings are discussed and, we have resources to support this including, books, flashcards and emotion stones. Small language groups are held daily to encourage positive language and social skills. These groups develop listening and attention skills, positive language and build self-confidence. All staff have advanced Safeguarding and are DBS checked and registered with the update service... Allergy and dietary information is posted in the register.  We operate a nut free zone. Extra information on allergies and infectious diseases is available for all parents on our notice board, located in the entrance. All First aid trained staff can administer medicines with parental consent.




What specialist services and expertise are available at, or accessed by the early years setting/school/college?

· Within our setting we have a SENCO who has attended specific training to ensure they have the correct knowledge and understanding in all aspects. The SENCO attends regular update briefings and training and the Area Inco is always available for help and support. We also have access to lots of different professionals who can support us when needed these include speech and language therapists, occupational health, health visitors. We are able to contact many outside professionals to support when needed these are called upon when we deem the children, staff or parents need support.  All other staff have also attended basic SEN courses to ensure they also have the knowledge.

What training have the staff supporting children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities had, or are having?
· The SENCO will have attended an accredited course in Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). They will co-ordinate the provision for all SEND pupils and give advice and support to staff members and families. They will liaise closely with the child's keyworker and oversee the child's records along with outside professionals. The Manager holds an up to date list of relevant staff training that has been completed as well, they will liaise with the SENCO to ensure that training opportunities are maximised for the setting and for the individual staff members. All staff have completed basic awareness of special needs as part of their training, including observations and evaluations of children's development. Our staff team are all committed to continuous professional development to further develop their skills. The SENCO attends 'Team Around the Child' meeting and PEP meetings with all of the professionals involved when required.

How will my child be included in activities outside the setting?

· All activities that are planned in the setting are ensured that they meet the needs of ALL children within the setting. All staff will take into account all children's needs and requirements when planning trips and outings to ensure it is all inclusive. We endeavour to adapt where needed to ensure these planned and spontaneous trips meet the children's emotional, social and physical needs and supports their current developmental stage. All trips and outings are fully risk assessed, we risk assess the route we will be taking and the new surroundings, we also consider the children that will be attending the trips to ensure safety for all and needs are meet whilst out on the trip.

How accessible is the Early years Setting environment?

We are a wheelchair accessible setting with a slope leading up to the entrance. The toilets are large and accessible. Our outside environment is spacious and flat and also has a slope suitable for wheelchairs to gain access to it. It has many resources and experiences to offer.  Our setting is single storey building with access to all areas. The garden is on one level. Children using wheelchairs have access to the whole area so that they can access fresh air and join in activities.

How will the Early Years setting prepare and support my child with their next stage of education and life?

· We invite new children and their families to attend settling in sessions before they start to support the child's settling in to Pre-school. These sessions allow an opportunity for parents to meet the child's key person and create a bond with their family, which in time will help settle the child when parents chose to leave them. For children attending infant school, transition is supported by inviting the school in to meet the child, they come on several occasions to share stories with the children. We also hold transition meetings with the school (early in the summer term) to discuss the child's progress. Our children attend various sessions at the local infants also in the summer term, this gives the child the opportunity to visit the school with their parents.   We use the Infants Uniform in our role play area from the beginning of the summer term and have photos of all relevant adults to view. To help prepare children early, we often talk about our friends that have gone to big school we have photos of our friends displayed in Pre-school. Our aim is to help the child and family deal with these changes to ensure they feel comfortable, confident and emotionally secure during times of transition.


How are the early years setting's/school's/college's resources allocated and matched to children's/young people's special educational needs?
· Special Educational Needs (SEN) funding is allocated to your child where appropriate. A meeting is held to discuss how the funding should be spent for the benefit of your child. Much of the time the funding would usually support your child with one to one time with their key person through the week and resources. 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child/young person will receive?

· Your child's key person will observe and decide on whether your child would benefit from additional support. The key person will discuss this with the Pre-school SENCO and manager. The extra support is promptly put into place and supported by all team members. An individual Educational Plan (IEP) is written for the child with parental input. This is reviewed over the term to learn what impact the support has had on your child, and what should be put into place next.  It is important to identify, as early as possible, when a child has difficulties with any area of development, so that action can be taken to assist the child appropriately. We work on the graduated approach system, this enables us to provide specific help to individual young children. The approach recognises that there is a need for SEND and where necessary brings increasing specialist expertise to support the child who is experiencing difficulty. Through our regular monitoring and observations we may identify a child who needs additional support. Key workers, SENCO and parents will then work together using a graduated response, assess, plan, do and review to support the child's development progress. If we feel that additional support is required from outside agencies these will be contacted but only after consultation with the parents and permission is granted.



How are parents involved in Early Years Setting?  How can I be involved?

· Whilst your child is in our care we are committed to involve parents in the following ways: Sharing up to date records on your child's development, hold termly meetings to discuss achievements and areas of support being provided for your child, Provide a termly summary of your child's achievements and future focuses, up to date newsletters, website and social networking opportunities. Parents display boards, parenting training support and courses,a n open door policy for all parents to be able to drop in to the setting at any time and stay and play events to involve parents in their child’s learning. All these ways can ensure that you get all the information you need about your child and the nursery. 


