
Inspection of Busy Bee Preschool
First Denmead Scout Group, Kidmore Lane, Denmead, Waterlooville PO7 6JU

Inspection date: 11 December 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are eager to come in as staff warmly greet them. They are excited to 
share things of importance to them with the staff, such as experiences they have 
had over the weekend. Children confidently self-register using their picture and 
happily select resources to play with. Staff support children as they develop their 
independence skills. For example, children excitedly show each other how to pull 
their Christmas crackers and put on their Christmas crowns.

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children are polite and well 
mannered. Staff support children as they learn the pre-school's rules, such as 
wearing a hat while on the climbing frame to signal that they are using it. Children 
quickly learn that if there are no available hats they must wait their turn to use the 
climbing frame.

Staff encourage children to take part in movement sessions that help develop their 
physical skills as they run, hop and jump. For example, children race around as 
they try and put the 'presents' down the 'chimney'. Children develop their 
mathematical skills through games with staff. For instance, children play a game 
where they have to guess which numeral is missing from a row of numbered 
skittles. Children excitedly shout out the correct number and eagerly hide the next 
skittle.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know children well, including their likes and dislikes. Staff track and assess 
children's development effectively. This helps children, including children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), to make good progress in 
their learning and development. 

n Staff ensure they use additional funding appropriately to further support the 
good progress children make in their learning. For example, they have 
purchased nursery rhyme props to help develop children's communication skills. 

n The manager and the nominated individual are dedicated to their roles in 
ensuring they are providing high-quality childcare. They reflect on and evaluate 
the provision and quality of teaching regularly. For example, with staff, they have 
created a new curriculum that builds on what children know and can do. The 
manager and the nominated individual recognise that this is not yet fully 
embedded among staff. They are developing plans to provide further support 
and coaching to staff. 

n At times, some of the expectations for the youngest children are overambitious. 
For example, older children take pride in helping to chop the vegetables for their 
Christmas dinner. However, the youngest children struggle to cut the vegetables 
without adult support and quickly lose interest. As a result, at times, the 
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youngest children do not fully benefit from the learning experiences offered. 
n There are strong parent partnerships. Parents speak highly of the kind and 

caring staff. They note that their children are thriving at the pre-school. This 
partnership is strengthened by staff providing parents with home learning ideas. 
This helps to further support children's learning and development.

n Staff take part in regular supervision with the manager. This helps to support 
their well-being as well as providing opportunities to discuss practice. Staff are 
keen to undertake further professional development. This benefits the children 
positively as staff are able to cascade information they have learned, such as 
different strategies on how to support children with SEND, to the rest of the 
team. 

n Staff support children's emerging language skills well. They model language for 
children and introduce new vocabulary to them, such as 'Brussels sprouts'. Staff 
quickly identify children who need additional support with their communication 
development. They ensure they provide children with enriched language support 
through language games. For example, children play a game that encourages 
children to think about words that sound the same. These games also develop 
their listening and attention skills further.

n Children learn about the world around them through sharing lived experiences 
with their peers and through regular outings in the community. For example, 
after children share their experiences with tractors, other children are curious 
and keen to learn more. Following this, staff provided children with the 
opportunity to see a tractor out on the local farm. As a result, children expand 
their knowledge of their local community and take pride in sharing their 
experiences with one another. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of their roles and responsibilities with regard to 
safeguarding. They know how to report a concern about a child or member of staff 
to their designated safeguarding lead or the relevant local safeguarding partners if 
needed. Staff have a secure knowledge of a wide range of issues, such as 
exploitation and domestic abuse. This includes the appropriate action to take to 
safeguard children. The management team has a secure understanding of ensuring 
staff are suitable, both at recruitment and on an ongoing basis. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed further staff's knowledge and understanding of the curriculum 
n support staff to adapt their interactions during activities to meet the individual 

learning needs of younger children who take part. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2738545

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10297583

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Springwood Preschool and  Nursery LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number 2738542

Telephone number 07889980712

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bee Preschool re-registered in 2023 in Denmead. The pre-school employs four 
members of staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3 or above. The pre-school is open from 8.30am to 3pm, Monday to Friday. The 
pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager explained the curriculum intentions to the inspector during the 
learning walk. 

n The inspector took part in discussions with staff during the inspection.
n The manager and the inspector observed and evaluated an activity together.
n The inspector sampled relevant documents and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed staff and children throughout the day.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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