Constitution
Gen Robert L. Scott chapter

International Plastic Modelers Society

United States Branch
Article 1

Name and Purpose

Section 1: Name. The name of the organization will be the General Robert L. Scott Chapter, International Plastic Modelers Society (USA Branch) (Short title; IPMS/Gen Robert L. Scott Chapter; also referred to in this document as Chapter)

Section 2: Purpose. The purpose of the IPMS/General Robert L. Scott chapter will be to advance the art and enjoyment of as well as the promotion of the hobby of scale modeling.

Article 2

Officers and Governing Body
Section 1: President. The President shall exercise the power and perform the duties assigned to him by the Constitution and By-Laws and be the Chief Executive officer of the Chapter. He shall be a member of the board of directors.

Section 2: Vice-President. The Vice-President shall perform such duties as may be assigned to him by the President, or by the Chapter’s Board of Directors within the terms of the Constitution and By Laws, and shall perform such duties of the President whenever, in the discretion of the board of Directors, the disability or absence of the President makes such service advisable. He shall be a member of the Board of Directors.

Section 3: Secretary/Treasurer. The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Chapter and of all matters of which a record shall be ordered by the Chapter’s Board of Directors, all members of the Committees of their election or appointment, and shall issue notices of special meetings. He shall perform such duties as may from time to time, as assigned to him by the Constitution and By-Laws of the Chapter and by the Board of Directors, or as usually incident to the office. He shall keep regular accounts in books belonging to the Chapter, which shall be open to inspection of any member of the Chapter’s Board of Directors. He shall make annual reports upon the condition of the treasury and such times as shall be requested by the Chapter’s Board of Directors, or by the President. He shall be a member of the Board of Directors.
Section 4: Elections. Nominations for the Chapter officers will be taken at the December general membership meeting, for the term of office of the following calendar year. Each officer will be elected by majority vote of the members present. Voting will be by hand vote.

Section 5: Vacancies. In case of any vacancy in office, it shall be filled by appointment by the president for the remainder of the unexpired term and thereafter until a successor is duly elected; except in the case of the office of President in which the office will be assumed by the Vice-President.
Section 6: Board of Directors. The President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and the immediate past President of the Chapter shall constitute the Board of Directors.
Article 3

Membership

Section 1: Class of Memberships

A. Member-in-good-standing. Any person who joins and maintains his chapter dues, abides by the constitution and by laws of the IPMS/Gen Robert L. Scott Chapter, and maintains current membership in the IPMS/USA. If not a current national IPMS member, such membership must be attained by the date of the third monthly meeting after the first meeting attended.

B. Junior Member in Good Standing. Any person meeting the requirements of a Member-in-good-standing and who has not yet reached their seventeenth birthday will be considered a Junior Member in Good Standing. 
C. Honorary Membership. Honorary membership can be afforded to any individual or organization which can and has or will provide material benefit to the membership. Honorary Membership may be granted only by the Board of Directors and will be reviewed annually.
D. Life Membership. Life membership may be granted only by the duly elected board of directors to a member having, to and outstanding degree, contributed to the success of the IPMS/Gen Robert L. Scott Chapter. This honor may not be rescinded by other elected officers at a later date, except under condition set forth in Article 3, Section 4, Paragraph B1 of this document. Life membership may not be granted to a current member of the Bored of Directors.
Section 2: Privileges.
1. Life members and all members-in-good-standing shall be privileged to vote, hold office, serve on committees, attend meeting, receive all chapter publications and enjoy such other benefits accruing to membership in the chapter.

2. Honorary members shall be privileged to attend meeting, serve on committees, receive all chapter publications, and enjoy such other benefits accruing to membership in the chapter. Honorary members may not be privileged to vote or hold any elected office.

Section 3: Eligibility. Any person aspiring to the purposed and objectives of the Chapter are eligible for membership. Members below the age of fourteen must be accompanied to the meetings by a parent or guardian, or attend under the sponsorship of an adult chapter member.
Section 4: Termination of Membership. Individual membership in the Chapter may be terminated for any of the following reasons;

A  Request of the member. Membership may by terminated by an individual by notifying the chapter Secretary/Treasurer in writing. The latter will notify the Board of Directors and make appropriate notation in the membership lists. Prepaid annual dues will be refunded as per Article 4, Section 2a
B  Misconduct. The Board of Directors, after giving notice to all affected parties and after a proper hearing, may suspend or revoke membership privileges or terminate the membership of any member for any of the following reasons:

     1. Bringing discredit upon himself/herself or the Chapter.

     2. Being in arrears for chapter dues for three consecutive months.

     3. Not maintaining current national IPMS status.

Article 4

Method of Financing

Section 1: Establishment of Dues. Establishment of the amount of dues will normally be made by Chapter By-Laws at the January general membership meeting, however dues rates may be changed at any regular monthly meeting provided tat at least one months notice is given to all members. A “tiered” dues schedule allowing lower rates for junior members may be established if so desired by the membership. A majority vote is required to establish/change dues rate.
Section 2: Payment of Dues. Each member will pay dues annually, payable in January of each year. Payment may be made at the general meeting or by mail to the secrretery/Tresurer. Individuals joining the Chapter during the remainder of the year will pay an amount proportional to the number of meeting remaining in the year, beginning with the second meeting attended. Life members and honorary members will not be required to pay dues but may do so if they choose.
Section 3: Refund of Dues. In the event a member-in-good-standing leaves the Chapter, on his written request he will be reimbursed the prepaid dues for the remaining months of that year (Example: if a member requests to leave the chapter before the regular November meeting, he will be reimbursed for 2/12ths of the amount prepaid). The Secretary/Treasurer is responsible for maintaining dues records which will be available at each meeting.

Section 4: Bank Accounts. Chapter funds will be deposited in a commercial bank account at a bank selected by the Board of Directors. Access to the account (Signature Cards) will be limited to the President and the secretary/Treasurer. Cash on hand in excess of an amount determined by the Board of Directors will be promptly deposited in the account within three business days after receipt.
Article 5

Activities

Section 1: Regular Meetings. The Chapter’s activities shall center on monthly meetings of the membership. Besides routine chapter business, a program will be arranged in advance which will further the Chapter’s activities. These may include but are not limited to historical films, presentations, guest speakers, Chapter model contests and other scale modeling activities.

Section 2: Other Activities. The Chapter may participate in other related activities outside the regular meeting schedules. Such activities include, but are not limited to, building sessions, participation with other IPMS chapters or other group display and contests, Armed forces displays, sponsoring and/or conducting model building classes and seminars, model displays at area shopping malls.
Article 6

Meetings and Quorums

Section 1: Procedure. Regular meetings shall be called to order and conducted under conventional rules of procedure.
Section 2: Notification. Notification of meetings shall be made a prior meetings and by using available media and personal notification.

Section 3: Voting. Each member shall be entitled to one vote I all proceedings. Votes will be by hand vote.

Section 4: Quorums. No quorum is required to open a scheduled regular meeting. For any vote to change any provision of this Constitution or to install or make changes to a By-Law, a quorum of at least one half of the active membership is required. For the propose of determining an active membership, an individual will be considered an active member if he/she has attended at least one regular meeting in the previous three months.
Section 5: Chapter Year of Operations. The Chapter year of operations shall coincide with the calendar year, January through December. Officers will be elected in December for the following year as outlined in Article 2, Section 4.
Article 7

Accounting
Section 1: Responsibility. The secretary/treasurer shall be responsible for all financial accounting.
Section 2: Financial Statements. An annual financial report will be prepared by the Secretary/treasurer and presented to the membership at the December meeting. The report will list assets and liabilities of the Chapter. The secretary/Treasurer will assure the Chapter liabilities do not exceed Chapter assets at any time.

Section 3: Audit. Audit of Chapter funds will be accomplished when there is evidence or suspicion of fraud or other serious impropriates as determined by a majority of Board of director members or by a majority of the Chapter membership.

Section 4: Availability of Records. The Secretary/Treasurer, or his designated representative, will have financial records (ledger, bank book, etc) available at the regular meetings so that timely and effective financial decisions may be made by the membership.

Article 8

Insurance

The group activities of this chapter are covered by the group liability insurance policy provided by the parent organization, IPMS/USA.

Article 9

Liability
Section 1: Chapter Liabilities. No member of a committee of the Chapter shall have the authority to incur indebtedness of pecuniary obligation for which the Chapter shall be responsible except to the extent previously authorized by the Chapter or by the Board of Directors, or by a Finance Committee; the Chapter having previously conferred upon a Finance Committee authority in that respect. Should a member obligate the Chapter without proper authority to do so, the member will be held liable by the Chapter.

Section 2: Initial member Liabilities. Each member must understand that should the Chapter become financially libel to a third party he/she would be personally liable to share that debt should the Chapter’s resources be unable to satisfy the indebtedness.

Article 10

Committees
Section 1: Standing Committees. The Chapter may provide in its By-Laws for such standing committees as are deemed necessary. The President will appoint the members, designate the Committee Chairperson, and fill vacancies as required. Examples of these committees are Chapter publication, competition and contest committies.
Section 2: Special Committies. Either the Chapter membership, duly assembled, the Board of Directors, or the President may create special committies and define their powers and duties as required.

Article 11

Amendments and Adoption
Section 1: Amendments. This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the regular membership of the Chapter, provided that notice of the proposed amendment shall be given before the amendment is offered for adoption in a duly called regular or special meeting.

Section 2: Adoption. This constitution will be adopted upon the approval by an affirmative vote of a quorum of the active membership at a scheduled meeting. Upon adoption, this constitution will replace any and all previous versions that may be in use.

Article 11

Dissolution

In case of dissolution of the Chapter, whatever funds contained in the treasury at the time will be used to satisfy any outstanding debts, liabilities, or obligations. Any residual funds or other assists will be donated to the Museum of Aviation located at Robins Air Force Base, Georgia.

I certify that this constitution was approved and adopted by the membership of IPMS/Gen Robert L. Scott on the ______day of ___________,  ______.

_____________________________
President

IPMS/Gen Robert L. Scott
