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Please do not throw this 
newsletter away.  Pass it 

along to another Veteran. 

                      Chapter 53 Monthly Standard Schedule of Events / Meetings 
There will be exceptions – check the monthly calendar inside. 
* First Saturday – Hermosa Beach Veteran’s Memorial clean-up @ 0830hrs 
* Third Tuesday – “Board - General Meetings” all chapter members encouraged to attend. 
* Third Saturday – Torrance Veteran’s Memorial clean-up @ 0830hrs 
Membership is open to all Vietnam Era Veterans, regardless of race, religion, gender, 
ethnicity or character of discharge.  Associate membership is open to all others. 
The opinions expressed in LZ 53 are not necessarily those of the chapter, its officers, Board of 
Directors, membership, Editor of LZ 53 or of Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. 
If you wish to express an opinion, summit a story, poem or joke, etc please contact the LZ 53 
Editor :    smandelfive@dslextreme.com                                                                                                               

Chapter 53 Meetings 

JULY 19, 2022 (Tues) 
AUGUST 16, 2022 (Tues) 

Board Meetings @ 1215 pm 
General Meetings @ 1:00 pm 

Lomita VFW Post 1622 
1865 Lomita Blvd, Lomita, Ca 90717 

   
  

 





Monthly Message Board July - August 2022 

 
 

Announcing Chapter 53’s New Website! 
Vietnam Veterans of America, South Bay, Chapter 53 

has migrated to a new website.  The new website team 

consists of Dick Cunningham Administrator, Jeff 

Martin Webmaster and Steve Crecy Assistant 

Webmaster. 

We wish to thank Jerry Orlemann for his years as 
Webmaster of our previous site, including handling all 

tasks.  We now use a commercial product - GoDaddy 

and our team has spent several weeks building and 

getting ready to launch our new site.  Navigation is easy 
as you will see tabs at the top of the home page.  We 

hope you like our new site and we plan to add pages and 

features, so please check in often.  For example, we will 
soon add the Chapter Newsletter.  For the time being, all 

communications to the site will be handled by the 

“Contact Us” page and will be routed to the appropriate 
member. 

Please take some time to check out the Chapter's new 

site, either on your PC (recommended), Laptop or 

mobile phone.  We are anxious to hear from you. 

VVA53.ORG 
YOUR WEBSITE TEAM 

       
THE  UNITED  STATES  ARMY 

247th  BIRTHDAY 
 "The Army Is Still Rolling Along..." 
14 June was our Army's 247th Birthday. 
 

The U.S. Army was chartered and established on June 

14th 1775 by the Continental Congress. This same date 

is also Flag Day which commemorates the adoption of 
our flag, which occurred on 14 June 1777. 
 

These two great American institutions are celebrated on 

the same day. 

The U.S. Army has been on duty and protecting the 

United States before we even had a flag.....or a 
Constitution...... 
 

When you are saluting the red, white and blue you are 

also honoring our American Soldiers and the citizen-

soldiers of the National Guard and Army Reserves. 
 

Today's Soldiers are still on duty. Just as so many others 
have done through the centuries....for 247 years and 

counting......Army Strong, thank a Soldier. 

 Be all you can be......Have an all Army Day....Hooah! 

Soldiers  Forever...... 
Lieutenant Colonel Tom Lasser 

 U.S. Army, retired 

President, Southern California 

Association of the U.S. Army 

       

 
Chapter 53 Color Guard 

L to R: Jeff Martin, John Warhank, Steve Crecy, 

Richard Carlos, 
Cliff Rapp, Kirk Gillett,  photo by Ed Sakihama. 

       

The Grunts...... 
In the beginning, 
 

God created Slicks giving them the mission of Medivac, 
rescue, re-supply and transport and He said this is good, 
 

but the Slicks will need protection, 
 

so He created Gunships to protect the Slicks and He said 
this is good, 
 

but the Gunships needed targets, 
 

so He created Scouts to find targets for the Gunships 
and He said this is good. 
 

Upon surveying His works, God realized that He needed 
crews for his creations, 
 

so He populated the Slicks with the best and most 
disciplined Aviators, 
 

He populated the Gunships with lesser disciplined 
Aviators, 
 

and with what was left over He populated the Scouts. 
 

He looked upon His creations and said this is good, now 
My Slicks will be properly protected and supported in 
their missions. 
 

God spoke to the assembled Slicks, Gunships and 
Scouts, saying unto them; go forth and support My 

most favored creation……….the Grunts.   

       






















