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Erechtheum is one of the most world famous temples in Acropolis, Athen,
Greece. There is a colonnade where the roof is supported by , originally
6 statues (now 5 left) of women instead of columns. They were in long
robes. Good body proportion. Looks elegant but sad. They were not god-
desses, they were slaves ! According to Vitruvius (Roman architect , 1c
B.C. approx), Caryae, a state joining Persian to fight Greece, lost. The
Greek killed all men in Caryae, took “their wives into slavery , without
permitting them to lay aside the long robes and other marks of their rank
as married women” (Vitruvius, the Ten Books on Architecture, translated
by Prof. Morris Morgan, Dover, 2021) The architect who designed and
built this temple should then know about the real situations of these wom-
en. The Greek asked the architect to put burden on their heads, to
find a position which would be seen by the whole Athen, in order to
show the sin and the punishment of Caryae! Vitruvius used this as
an example to advise Imperator Caesar that “A wide knowledge of
history is requisite” when architects designed the ornamental parts
of a work.
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FUN TIME ! PRINT THIS DRAFT FOR SKETCHING OR COLORING !
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