
Yes
  

No
  

Solution 
  

Colostrum 
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Maternal colostrum brix levels checked using refractometer (if lower than 22% use a good quality
powdered colostrum replacer)
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

 4L fed within 1hr of life (ideally immediately after birth)
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

2nd feeding of 2L-4L within 8 hrs
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

3L fed 2x's/day for first 3 days of life
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Comfort 
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Bedding is dry and loose (refer to nesting score)
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

 Additional bedding should be added if knees are not dry after kneeling in the pen for 20 seconds
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Proper drainage is available for pens or hutches (graded concrete allowing liquid to flow to a drain
or  sand/gravel under bedding to allow liquid to escape)
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Air quality is fresh and no draft present in cooler weather
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Calves should have 35sqft of lying space or hutches that are spaced apart to reduce spread of
disease
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Nutrition
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Clean water is available 24/7
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

For the first 14 days calves are being fed minimum 6L of milk/milk replacer/day 
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

By day 14-45 calves should be consuming 8L -14L/day depending on feeding system 
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Weaning on day 56-70 (This may vary from farm to farm and based on feeding systems)
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Calves should be offered a small amount of starter after day 3 of life
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Starter is being offered free choice in small amounts after day 3 (ideally starter is removed at the
end of each day and fresh starter delivered)
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Calves should be consuming 1kg/2.2lbs/day by 2 months/weaning
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

Calves should be doubling birth weight by 56 days    
  

   
  

   
  

Calf Rearing Checklist



Cleanliness

  
   
  

   
  

   
  

Calves should be removed from the dam to clean and well-bedded areas at birth
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

All feeding tools should be cleaned and disinfected daily
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Bedding should be added or removed and fresh bedding added minimum 2x's week
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Hutches should be cleaned and disinfected between calves
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Pens should be able to remain empty for 2 days to a week between groups
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Pens need to be cleaned and disinfected between groups
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Consistency
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Milk replacer is being fed at 40-44 degrees celsius    
  

   
  

   
  

Milk is delivered at the same time every day (unless in auto feeder)
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

The milk replacer is weighed/calibrated regularly to ensure the correct amount of replacer is
being fed
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Auto feeders are being calibrated regularly
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

Calves started on milk replacer are staying on milk replacer until weaning
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

519-638-3769 WWW.MAPLEVIEWAGRI.CAINFO@MAPLEVIEWAGRI.CA

NESTING TEST
CALF HEALTH SCORING


