December 7, 2025 — Second Sunday of Advent

Saturday — Dec 6" — Vigil Mass
5:00PM John Brezina (Mary Scolavino)

Sunday — Dec 7™ — Mass is Streamed Live
9:30AM Intentions of Bernie Boylan — Birthday

Monday — Dec 8" — Weekday — Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Bishop Cook - Parish Visitation — Holy Day of Obligation

9AM Gregory Scelzi — Tragic Death (Laurie Piccione)

12 Noon Gregory Scelzi — Tragic Death (Laurie Piccione)

7PM.: Bishop Cook Presiding Gregory Scelzi — Tragic Death (Laurie Piccione)

Tuesday — Dec 9" — Advent Weekday — St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
9AM Kenny Kirkwood (Helfant Family)

Wednesday — Dec 10" Advent Weekday — Our Lady of Loreto
9:00AM Gregory Scelzi — Tragic Death (Laurie Piccione)

Thursday — Dec 11" — Advent Weekday — St. Damasus I, Pope
9:00AM Readings & Communion Distribution Only

Friday — Dec 12t - Advent Weekday — Our Lady of Guadalupe
9:00AM Gregory Scelzi — Tragic Death (Laurie Piccione)

Saturday — Dec 13" — Advent Weekday — St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
9:00AM Joseph & Irene Moninghoff (Barbara Itterly)

Please Pray for Our Sick and Housebound, Deceased Members, for an End to
Abortion and Respect for all Life!

Lynda Stefanski, Peter Libasci, Joseph Bonk, Tom Trotter, Dave Blessing, Jeff Olimpo,

Matt Sebastiano, Maria Middleton, Fern & John Gibson, William Merkle, Russ Funkhouser,
Joseph Jones, Elizabeth Ann Schlotter, Andrew Schlotter, Bethany Steinberg, Joann Thaler,

Julie Petry, Steven Fusco, Greg Gambino, Patrick D. Brown, Douglas Defreest, Jr., Benny
LoScalzo, Steve Ombalski, Jane Burger, Ginny LaBar, Michael Gawronski, Marciano Alves Viera,
Bernadette Maszczak, Shawn Kelly, Beth Collins, Nikia Helfant Messier, Anthony Libasci, Louis
Cortese, Faith Marie Messier, Ann Lewis, Alvin LaBar, Emma Jones, Gerry Primavera

Church of Saint Lawrence Rev. Walter J Benn, Pastor
345 ElImwood Lane Rectory: 610-749-2684
Riegelsville, PA 18077 Email: saintlawrence@verizon.net

Website: saint-Lawrence-church.org

Mass Schedule: Saturday Evenings @ 5PM; Sunday Morning @ 9:30AM; Holy Days @
9AM, 12 Noon & 7PM; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday @ 9AM, Thursday
Readings & Communion Distribution Only.

Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday @ 9:30AM — 11AM

Confessions: Saturday @ 3:30PM - 4:30PM @ Church. Via Appointment - Contact Rectory

Holy Name Society: Meets Monthly; Second Monday @ 7PM @ Ceader Hall (Sept — May)

Altar Rosary Society: Meets Monthly; Second Thursday @ 7PM (Sept — May)

Lay Carmelite Community of St. Teresa of Jesus of Los Andes: Meets Monthly, First
Saturday Following the 9AM Mass in Ceader Hall.

Marthas & Marys Ministry: Faith based group, meets First Friday @ 11:30AM @ Ceader Hall

Weddings: Contact Rectory for Details. Plans Preferred Minimun 6 Months in Advance.

Parish PREP Classes & New Parishoners: Contact Rectory via Phone or email.

Rectory Office: Mon-Fri @ 9:30AM — 12 noon




Pastor’s Corner December 7, 2025

This weekend’s Scripture readings are
a bit of “putting the cart before the horse”.
The Cart: The prophet Isaiah, who lived about
800 years before the appearance of John the
Baptist, has been challenging the people of
Israel to turn away from their arrogance and
unfaithfulness to God. Along with many other
prophets, Isaiah has been confronting Israel’s
Kings, princes, religious leaders and people
and has been flirting with imprisonment and
possibly death. Still, he remains faithful to
God, and faithful God’s love of his people by
calling them to something they are afraid to
do; namely, own their terrible sins and
repent. In this section of Isaiah which we
reflect on this weekend, Isaiah is trying to
convince the Israelites that there is nothing
that God can’t do and that includes reversing
their hardened-hearts. So, through Isaiah,
God paints this vision of what life will be like
for them, if they would only own their sins,
their dishonesty and place themselves before
God. They will be shocked with Joy if they
take this leap of Faith.

The Horse: About 800 years later,
God, through the very last of His prophets,
John the Baptist, speaks to Israelites again.
Once more, his message is an appeal to them
to turn from their sins. Like the Prophet
Isaiah, the Baptist is a powerful preacher and
doesn’t pull any punches. Sinful as they might
be, most of is audience is essentially good,
because they open their hearts to God
through the preaching of John. The result, is

that hundreds of people have conversion
experiences, because they finally, own their
sins. In ways they couldn’t imagine, it
becomes a liberating experience. The
outward or public sign that they have
embraced this radical change in their
relationship with God is that they submit to
Baptism.

My sisters and brothers, during this
Season of Advent, | encourage you to allow
God to speak to you through his servants
Isaiah, John the Baptist and those ancient
brothers and sisters who had the courage and
humility to open their hearts to the love of
God for His healing touch. Seek him out in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. It doesn’t
matter what parish or confessor you go
to....... just GO! If Christmas is the time to
rejoice because God acted on His love for us,
by coming among us; then Advent is that
time when you and | act on our love for God,
because we went to Him.

Your brother in Christ,
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Collections: November 30 Parish @ $3127,
Christmas Flowers @ $35. Thank You.

Special Collection: Dec 6-7. Retirement Fund
for Religious.

Knights of Columbus: annual Christmas Party,
Dec 14" @ noon -3PM @ St. John the Baptist.
All invited, no fee. Santa rumored to attend:>
Refreshments severed.

Knights of Columbus: annual membership
Christmas Dinner, Dec 6™ following 5PM
Mass @ Ceader Hall.

Bishop Cook: parish visitation, Monday, Dec 8.
Bishop will celebrate the 7PM Mass. The
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Holy Day of Obligation. Mass 9AM - 12
Noon - 7PM 2025

Wreaths Across America: Ceremony (@ St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church, @ 12Noon, Dec 13.
Immediately following is the placement of
wreaths at Veterans grave sites (@ Riegelsville
Cemetery. Wreaths for purchase @ $17 each
calling 877-385-9504 or on line with location ID
as PARGVL, sponsorship ID is PA0731

Food Drive Pantry Results: Thanks to
everyone for making the food drive a
ginormous success. Whether you brought
one box of pasta or a case of tuna, all was
greatly appreciated. It added up to 62 bags
of food, paper products, etc. (estimated to be
942 pounds plus/with approximate value of
$2580) as well as close to $700 in monetary
donations. The volunteers and participants at
the Lord's Pantry were extremely grateful
and appreciative for the generosity of St
Lawrence Parish

PRO-LIFE

The March for Life will take place Friday,
January 23", We are trying to anticipate the
cost of the Bus and if there will be enough
participants from both St. John the Baptist &
St. Lawrence Parishes. If you anticipate
participating in the March, would you be kind
enough to let Fr. Benn know? Responding at
this time will not be interpreted as a
commitment on your part, but before we
make a commitment to the bus company, we
need to know if it is financially feasible. Thank
Youl!

R-Ville 4" Annual Tree Lighting:
Sat., Dec 6 @ 6-7:30PM. Santa arrives @
6:30PM. Fun for the entire family.

Coffee & Donuts: Dec 14t following the
9:30AM Mass @ Ceader Hall. All are
welcome to this parish activity sponsored
by the Altar Rosary Society.

Greening of Our Church: Dec 21 @
10:30AM — 12 Noon. Many hands make
quick work. Fun too:>

Altar Rosary Society: annual Christmas
Dinner @ Springtown Inn, January 9 2026.
Sign-up sheets in vestibule.




