
 

December 14, 2025 – Third Sunday of Advent                   
 
Saturday – Dec 13th – Vigil Mass 
5:00PM  Bernard Brezina (Mary Scolavino)      
              
Sunday – Dec 14th –  Mass is Streamed Live   
9:30AM  Timonthy O’Brien (O’Brien Family)                                  
                    
Monday – Dec 15th – Advent Weekday –  
9AM   Gregory Scelzi (Laurie Piccione)                                       
          
Tuesday – Dec 16th – Advent Weekday –    
9AM   Gregory Scelzi (Laurie Piccione)      
                                                      
Wed – Dec 17th -  Late Advent Weekday –  
9:00AM  Stephanie Papiernik (Dolores Bonk)                            
                                                                                           
Thur. – Dec 18th –  Late Advent Weekday –     
9:00AM  Readings & Communion Distribution Only    
 
Friday – Dec 19th –  Late Advent Weekday –   
9:00AM  Intentions of Mariann Helfant (Senior Family)     
                                                                                                
Saturday – Dec 20th – Late Advent Weekday –                                         
9:00AM   Living/Deceased Members of St. Lawrence   
 
                                                                   
 
Please Pray for Our Sick and Housebound, Deceased Members, for an End to 
Abortion and Respect for all Life! 
Lynda Stefanski, Peter Libasci, Joseph Bonk, Tom Trotter, Dave Blessing, Jeff Olimpo,  
Matt Sebastiano, Maria Middleton, Fern & John Gibson, William Merkle, Russ Funkhouser,  
Joseph Jones, Elizabeth Ann Schlotter, Andrew Schlotter, Bethany Steinberg, Joann Thaler, 
Julie Petry, Steven Fusco, Greg Gambino, Patrick D. Brown, Douglas Defreest, Jr., Benny    
LoScalzo, Steve Ombalski, Jane Burger, Ginny LaBar, Michael Gawronski, Marciano Alves Viera, 
Bernadette Maszczak, Shawn Kelly, Beth Collins, Nikia Helfant Messier, Anthony Libasci, Louis 
Cortese, Faith Marie Messier, Ann Lewis, Alvin LaBar, Emma Jones, Gerry Primavera  
        
 

Church of Saint Lawrence Rev. Walter J Benn, Pastor  
345 Elmwood Lane    Rectory: 610-749-2684    
Riegelsville, PA 18077    Email: saintlawrence@verizon.net 
 

Website: saint-Lawrence-church.org 

   

Mass Schedule: Saturday Evenings @ 5PM; Sunday Morning @ 9:30AM; Holy Days @ 
9AM, 12 Noon & 7PM; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday @ 9AM, Thursday 
Readings & Communion Distribution Only.   

Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday @ 9:30AM – 11AM 

Confessions: Saturday @ 3:30PM - 4:30PM @ Church. Via Appointment - Contact Rectory 

Holy Name Society: Meets Monthly; Second Monday @ 7PM @ Ceader Hall (Sept – May) 

Altar Rosary Society: Meets Monthly; Second Thursday @ 7PM (Sept – May) 

Lay Carmelite Community of St. Teresa of Jesus of Los Andes: Meets Monthly, First 
Saturday Following the 9AM Mass in Ceader Hall.  

Marthas & Marys Ministry:  Faith based group, meets First Friday @ 11:30AM @ Ceader Hall  

Weddings: Contact Rectory for Details. Plans Preferred Minimun 6 Months in Advance. 

Parish PREP Classes &  New Parishoners: Contact Rectory via Phone or email.   

Rectory Office:  Mon-Fri @ 9:30AM – 12 noon  



Pastor’s Corner December 14, 2025 
      

Anyone who has taken the time to 
read the Bible, especially the books from 
which this weekend’s Sacred Readings are 
drawn, namely, the Book of the Prophet 
Isaiah, the Letter of St. James, and the 
Gospel of St. Mathew, must realize that to 
be in relationship with the Father is a 
serious thing. It is a relationship in which 
God takes us seriously and expects us to 
take Him seriously. It is a relationship that 
cannot be rushed; it must be centered on 
honesty, an effort always to be 
transparent, a willingness to own our sins, 
and, above all, to be patient…Ah! P-A-T-
I-E-N-C-E.  It is a virtue, along with its 
twin brother, Courage, which aren’t for 
the superficial. Such a relationship can 
only be managed by the mature.  

Consider today’s Readings. The 
Prophet Isaiah has been confronting the 
leaders and people of Israel to abandon 
their sins, which, over the years, they have 
worked very hard to justify. It is killing 
their relationship with God, and they are 
terrified of owning their serious sins, 
because they always expected God to 
condone them. They were living a terrible 
lie and didn’t have the guts to say to 
themselves and to the Father, “We have 
abused your trust, your generosity, your 
patience, your gifts, your heart, and our 
responsibility to your love!”  “We are 
sorry!” “Please forgive us!” In today’s 1st 
Reading, Isaiah tries to convince them that 
God still loves them and is ready to 
reverse all of the wounds they have 
caused, if only they will turn to Him. 

Isaiah paints a vision of how the Father 
will reverse all the damage and heal all 
the wounds they have caused if they own 
their choices. He assures them that the 
Father will “Strengthen the hands that are 
feeble, make firm the knees that are weak, 
and say to those whose hearts are 
frightened. Be strong, fear not! Here is 
your God. He comes with vindication….to 
save you.” 
St. James emphasizes the need for 
patience; he encourages his people by 
directing them to look to the example of 
the farmer. “See how the farmer waits for 
the precious fruit of the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the early 
and the late rains. Take as your example 
of hardship and patience…the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. In 
today’s Gospel, from prison, the great 
Prophet, John the Baptist, sends 
messengers to Our Lord asking Him to 
confirm that He is the Messiah. Without 
responding with a quick “Yes” or “No”, 
Our Lord answers John’s question with a 
response that requires patience and care; 
namely, to take one’s time in their 
observation of Jesus; to look with the eyes 
of Faith. “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind regains their sight; the 
lame walk; lepers are cleansed; the deaf 
hear; the dead are raised, and the poor 
have the good news proclaimed to them.” 
Only the one who reverses all of these 
terrible wrongs can reverse the 
wrongs/sins of their contemporaries. If a 
person’s heart is not genuine enough to 
recognize the experiences before them, 

they will not recognize God or value his 
call to them.  
                  My brothers & sisters, the 
Season of Advent has a purpose; and its 
purpose is for us to be reflective. To 
reflect on our lives; to identify those areas 
or issues where we keep Our Lord away 
from ourselves, so that we don’t have to 
be confronted with the challenge to 
change….to turn away from those things 
that either withhold God’s love from those 
around us, or, prevent them from being 
inspired about Our Lord, because then, we 
will have to explain why we have avoided 
those very changes in our lives, which 
such examples requires. Can we say that 
when people in our lives experience us, 
that they “have the good news proclaimed 
to them”? That our lives have the same 
effect on people as if they witnessed the 
blind regaining their sight, the lame 
enabled to walk, lepers being cleansed, 
the deaf having their hearing restored, or 
the dead raised?  
Your brother in Christ, 

Collections: December 7 Parish @ $2845, 
Religious Retirement Fund @ $380, 
Immaculate Conception @ $311. Thank You.  

Knights of Columbus: annual Christmas Party, 
Dec 14th @ noon -3PM @ St. John the Baptist. 
All invited, no fee. Santa rumored to attend:> 
Refreshments severed.  

Knights of Columbus: annual membership 
Christmas Dinner, Dec 6th following 5PM 
Mass @ Ceader Hall.  

Coffee & Donuts: Dec 14th following the 
9:30AM Mass @ Ceader Hall. All are 
welcome to this parish activity sponsored 
by the Altar Rosary Society.  

Greening of Our Church: Dec 21 @ 
10:30AM – 12 Noon. Many hands make 
quick work. Fun too:> 

Ecumenical Service: Sunday, Dec 14 @ 3Pm 
hosted @ St. Lawrence. Social immediately 
follows.   

Altar Rosary Society: annual Christmas 
Dinner @ Springtown Inn, January 9 2026. 
Sign-up sheets in vestibule.  

Regina Academy Open House: at St. 
John’s, January 14,2026 8:30AM – 
10:30AM, PreK through Grade 8. 
Refreshments severed. Check it out:> 

 

Religious Education Financial Assistance: 
forms available in vestibule for Fall 2025 
& Spring 2026. Provided by the Ceader 
Trust Trustees. Time sensitive, act now. 
Deadline March 1 2026.  

     


