
 

December 21, 2025 – Fourth Sunday of Advent                   
 
Saturday – Dec 20th – Vigil Mass 
5:00PM  Intentions of Missionaries of Mother Thersa (Mary Scolavino)       
              
Sunday – Dec 21st –  Mass is Streamed Live   
9:30AM  Fr. Marian (Dolores Bonk)                                  
                    
Mon. – Dec 22nd –  Late Advent Weekday –  
9AM   Intentions of the Danford Family (Senior Family)                                       
          
Tues. – Dec 23rd –  Late Advent Weekday – St. John of Kanty, Priest 
9AM   John Pavlica (Ted/Janet Achuff)        
                                                      
Wed. – Dec 24th –  Weekday + Christmas Vigil Masses  
9:00AM  Weekday: Living/Deceased Members of St. Lawrence 
4PM   Christmas Vigil Mass: Intentions of Helfant Family 
6PM   Christmas Vigil Mass: Ceader Family (Parish Community)                            
                                                                                           
Thurs. – Dec 25th –  Nativity of the Lord – Christmas Day     
9:00AM  Ceader Family (Altar Rosary Society)       
 
Friday – Dec 26th –  Weekday - St. Stephen, the First Martyr    
9:00AM  Bobby Itterly (Barbara Itterly)     
                                                                                                
Saturday – Dec 27th – St. John, Apostle 
9:00AM   Living/Deceased Members of St. Lawrence 
   
Please Pray for Our Sick and Housebound, Deceased Members, for an End to 
Abortion and Respect for all Life! 
Lynda Stefanski, Peter Libasci, Joseph Bonk, Tom Trotter, Dave Blessing, Jeff Olimpo,  
Matt Sebastiano, Maria Middleton, Fern & John Gibson, William Merkle, Russ Funkhouser,  
Joseph Jones, Elizabeth Ann Schlotter, Andrew Schlotter, Bethany Steinberg, Joann Thaler, 
Julie Petry, Steven Fusco, Greg Gambino, Patrick D. Brown, Douglas Defreest, Jr., Benny    
LoScalzo, Steve Ombalski, Jane Burger, Ginny LaBar, Michael Gawronski, Marciano Alves Viera, 
Bernadette Maszczak, Shawn Kelly, Beth Collins, Nikia Helfant Messier, Anthony Libasci, Louis 
Cortese, Faith Marie Messier, Ann Lewis, Alvin LaBar, Emma Jones, Gerry Primavera  
 
 

Church of Saint Lawrence Rev. Walter J Benn, Pastor  
345 Elmwood Lane    Rectory: 610-749-2684    
Riegelsville, PA 18077    Email: saintlawrence@verizon.net 
 

Website: saint-Lawrence-church.org 

   

Mass Schedule: Saturday Evenings @ 5PM; Sunday Morning @ 9:30AM; Holy Days @ 
9AM, 12 Noon & 7PM; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday @ 9AM, Thursday 
Readings & Communion Distribution Only.   

Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday @ 9:30AM – 11AM 

Confessions: Saturday @ 3:30PM - 4:30PM @ Church. Via Appointment - Contact Rectory 

Holy Name Society: Meets Monthly; Second Monday @ 7PM @ Ceader Hall (Sept – May) 

Altar Rosary Society: Meets Monthly; Second Thursday @ 7PM (Sept – May) 

Lay Carmelite Community of St. Teresa of Jesus of Los Andes: Meets Monthly, First 
Saturday Following the 9AM Mass in Ceader Hall.  

Marthas & Marys Ministry:  Faith based group, meets First Friday @ 11:30AM @ Ceader Hall  

Weddings: Contact Rectory for Details. Plans Preferred Minimun 6 Months in Advance. 

Parish PREP Classes &  New Parishoners: Contact Rectory via Phone or email.   

Rectory Office:  Mon-Fri @ 9:30AM – 12 noon  



Pastor’s Corner December 21, 2025 
 

If anyone wonders why so many 
people have a quiet but strong devotion to 
St. Joseph, all they need to do is quietly 
read and reflect on this weekend’s Gospel. 
Joseph has just had a blow to his spiritual 
solar plexus when Mary informs him that 
she is pregnant. How either of them is 
managing to process this terrible dilemma 
is beyond imagination. It is only because 
of their spiritual upbringing and Faith that 
they are pressing on. The great irony of 
this story is that both share a deep faith in 
their God; both are willing to be faithful 
to it, even at personal cost. Both have no 
way to explain this to their family, friends, 
and members of their spiritual 
community. When they thought that they 
had found their Soul Mate, the only one 
with whom they could share everything of 
themselves, their joys, hopes, troubles, 
even their shortcomings, they discovered 
that that person isn’t the giant they 
thought they were; they couldn’t / 
wouldn’t be their strength. Yet, what do 
we see happen? Mary, probably holding 
on by her fingernails, entrusts this 
unexplained crisis to the God-like 
goodness of Joseph. Then, as we see in 
today’s Gospel, Joseph matches Mary’s 
Faith with his own profound act of Love. 
No matter what, he still loves the Blessed 
Mother, and no matter what the 
circumstances of her pregnancy are, he is 
not going to make her situation one ounce 
heavier than it already is. He is going to 
do his best to protect Mary’s dignity as 
best as he can. He decides to divorce her 

“quietly”. With that decision, even the 
Father has come to recognize the caliber 
of Mary’s and Joseph’s Faith; it mirrors 
His divine love. The Father sends His 
angel, Gabriel, to assure Joseph that no 
matter how outrageous these 
circumstances are, they are of God, and 
NOT of Mary’s willingness to break his 
heart, or for that matter, hers. Even in 
their pain, Mary and Joseph continued to 
love each other. What do we see happen? 
Joseph receives Mary into his home, now 
their home. And this is not an agreement 
begrudged Ly entered into by Joseph. 
When they unite, neither looks back at 
what has just happened. There’s no need 
to. Their love for each other is deep 
because their faith in the Father is deep; 
they complement each other.  

 
                  My brothers and sisters, from 
ancient times to the present day, Jews 
believe and teach their children to strive to 
be righteous, to be reflections of God! A 
righteous person reflects the goodness of 
God, the unselfishness of God, the 
compassion of God, and above all, the 
utter selflessness of God. In Judaism, to 
call a specific person a Righteous Man or 
a Righteous Woman is not done casually 
or often. I don’t know if Jewish scholars 
would agree, but in my mind, for a person 
to be considered a righteous person is 
tantamount to calling them a Saint. In 
today’s Gospel,  Saint Joseph is exposed 
for who he is; namely, a Righteous Man! 
Let us ask the Father to help us strive 
every day of our lives to be holy, to risk 
living the holiness of God, so that our 

daily lives will reveal us to be a Righteous 
Person. 
Your brother in Christ, 
     

Collections: December 14 Parish @ $1610, 
Christmas Flowers @ $65, Christmas @ $400 
Thank You.  

 

 

Greening of Our Church: Dec 21 @ 
10:30AM – 12 Noon. Many hands make 
quick work. Fun too:>  

 

Altar Rosary Society: annual Christmas 
Dinner @ Springtown Inn, January 9 2026. 
Sign-up sheets in vestibule.  

Regina Academy Open House: at St. 
John’s, January 14,2026 8:30AM – 
10:30AM, PreK through Grade 8. 
Refreshments severed. Check it out:> 

 

2025 Day of Sanctification for Priests: 

Prayer: “Lord our God, who is governing 
your people; make use of the ministry of 
Priests, grant to these men; preserving 
obedience to your will, so that by their 
ministry & life, they may gain glory for 
you in Christ; Who lives & reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
forever & ever. Amen”.  

 

 

Religious Education Financial Assistance: 
forms available in vestibule for Fall 2025 
& Spring 2026. Provided by the Ceader 
Trust Trustees. Time sensitive, act now. 
Deadline March 1 2026.     

 

 


