
 

 

;30AM February 18, 2024 – First Sunday of Lent      
 
Saturday – February 17th – Vigil Mass  
5PM:   Alice Curran (Fr. Benn)              
     
Sunday – February 18th – Mass is Streamed Live  
9:30:   Edith Maddaloni (Fr. Benn)               
      
Monday – February 19th – Lenten Weekday   
9AM:    Living/Deceased Members of St. Lawrence   
          
Tuesday – February 20th – Lenten Weekday    
9AM:    World Peace              
 
Wednesday – February 21st – St. Peter Damian, Bishop & Doctor of the Church    

  Exposition of Blessed Sacrament – 9:30AM – 11AM    
9AM:    Fr. Robert Breen, Pastor, Deceased (Tom Labant)       
 
Thursday – February 22nd – The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle      
9AM:   No Mass – Readings & Communion Distribution Only    
 
Friday – February 23rd – Lenten Weekday – St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr      
9AM:   Sick & Infirmed Suffering from Illness         
     
Saturday – February 24th – Lenten Weekday        
9AM: Protection for All Who Serve in Our Armed Forces – Keep Them Safe         
          
      Please Pray for Our Sick and Housebound, Deceased Members, for an End to 
Abortion and Respect for all Life! 
Lynda Stefanski, Peter Libasci, Joseph Bonk, Tom Trotter, Dave Blessing, Jeff Olimpo,  
Matt Sebastiano, Maria Middleton, Fern & John Gibson, William Merkle, Russ Funkhouser,  
Joseph Jones, Elizabeth Ann Schlotter, Andrew Schlotter, Bethany Steinberg, Joann Thaler, 
Julie Petry, Steven Fusco, Greg Gambino, Louis Cortese III, Patrick D. Brown, Douglas 
Defreest, Jr., Benny LoScalzo, Steve Ombalski, Jane Burger  
 
Please Update the Above Prayers If Needed. Contact Parish Office  
 
 

 

 

;Church of Saint Lawrence Rev. Walter J Benn, Pastor  
345 Elmwood Lane    Rectory: 610-749-2684    
Riegelsville, PA 18077    Email: saintlawrence@verizon.net 
 

Website: saint-Lawrence-church.org 

   

Mass Schedule: Saturday Evenings @ 5PM; Sunday Morning @ 9:30AM; Holy Days @ 
9AM & 7PM; Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday @ 9AM, Thursday No Mass, 
Communion Distribution Only @ 9AM 

Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday @ 9:30AM – 11AM 

Confessions: Saturday @ 3:30PM - 4:30PM @ Church. Via Appointment - Contact Rectory 

Holy Name Society: Meets Monthly; Second Monday @ 7PM @ Ceader Hall (Sept – May) 

Altar Rosary Society: Meets Monthly; Second Thursday @ 7PM (Sept – May) 

Lay Carmelite Community of St. Teresa of Jesus of Los Andes: Meets Monthly, First 
Saturday Following the 9AM Mass in Ceader Hall.  

Marthas & Marys Ministry:  Faith based group, meets First Thurs. @ 11:30AM @ Ceader Hall  

Weddings: Contact Rectory for Details. Plans Preferred Minimun 6 Months in Advance. 

Parish PREP Classes &  New Parishoners: Contact Rectory via Phone or email.  

Rectory Office:  Mon-Fri @ 9:30AM – 12 noon  



 

 

Pastor’s Corner! February 18 2024 

While we started the Season of Lent four 
days ago on Ash Wednesday, I think many 
of us feel that today, the First Sunday of 
Lent is when we really begin in earnest. 
Perhaps, it is because we are celebrating 
its beginning together. Taking on a 
challenging undertaking somehow seems 
easier when we benefit from the 
community of others who share the same 
belief, and with whom we will break the 
same sweat, experiencing the same 
difficulties and taking the same risks. This 
is a very human thing, and it is a good 
thing! It also is an important thing. 
However, one of the basic aspects of 
discipleship is that it begins with a 
fundamental choice, which can only be 
made by the individual; no one can make 
it for him or herself. In just two 
sentences, St. Mark reflects on how Jesus 
made this choice, and prepared to live it. 
“The Spirit drove Jesus out into the 
desert, and he remained in the desert for 
forty days, tempted by Satan. He was 
among wild beasts, and the angels 
ministered to him.” There are many 
important aspects to the Holy Season of 
Lent, and I’ll do my best to comment on 
them over our next forty days in the 
desert; however, as we begin this Season 

of Lent, I don’t think we could be better 
served than by spending time reflecting 
on and praying over these two sentences. 
If we are going to participate in Lent, if 
we expect to encounter the Father during 
this Lent, if we expect to understand and 
appreciate the significance of the events 
of Holy Week, if we expect to be 
encouraged by the promise of Our Lord’s 
Resurrection on Easter Sunday, then we 
must allow God’s Holy Spirit to drive us 
out into our own deserts. For Jesus, the 
desert was a place where his senses 
would be free of distractions: no 
entertainment, no interaction with other 
people, only the most basic of food, with 
only enough water to stay hydrated. In a 
sense, he created an existence where he 
would learn to be in total dependence 
upon the Father and the angels, which 
the Father provided for his protection. 
The desert was also the place where 
Jesus would become attuned to the voice 
of the Father and most importantly, the 
will of the Father. They would have each 
other’s undivided attention for 40 days! 
Because of what the Father was about to 
ask of the Son, how could the Son learn 
otherwise? Many people will argue that 
all of that deprivation would be a 
distraction to them: the hunger, the 
thirst, the loneliness, the threats of wild 

 

 

animals. Perhaps in the beginning. 
However, it was the only way for Jesus to 
focus all His energies on the only thing 
that would be important; namely, 
inspiring us to die to the shallow things of 
this world, the things which our world 
insists should be important to us. That is 
a heck of a way to get one’s spiritual 
priorities in order. In truth, for each 
disciple, it is the only way. This is why 
Lent is so important within 
Christianity…..each of us needs to decide 
how important Christ is in our lives. The 
only way to do that is to spend time with 
him and the Father. So, my sisters & 
brothers, how are each of us going to 
spend Lent? What are we going to do 
with Lent? “The Spirit drove Jesus out into 
the desert, and he remained in the desert 
for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was 
among wild beast, and the angels 
ministered to him.” Your brother in Christ, 

 

Collections: Feb 11 & 18 – Posting 
February 25.    

Knights of Columbus: meeting Feb 19 @ 
Ceader Hall @ 7PM.  

Thankyou: from Holy Name Society for 
generous anonymous donation. It will be used 
for worthy cause. 

Special Collection: Church in Africa: 
February 24-25.  

Stations of the Cross: all Fridays during Lent 
@ 12 Noon & 7PM followed by confessions. 

Lenten Soup Suppers: every Friday of Lent 
6PM-7PM.   

Lenten Liturgical Calendar: in vestibule, 
yellow color paper, provides greater detail.  

Catholic Charities Appeal 2024 began in 
February. Direct mail from AOP will be sent. 
Also, in pew donation envelopes available. 
Payable to Catholic Charities!!   

The Knights of Columbus Council 4545 are 
selling Captain Chucky's Crab Cakes just in 
time for lent.  Order forms with details are in 
the back of the church.  Knights will be 
accepting order forms after mass on January 
27 & 28, February 3 & 4, February 10 & 
11.  Thank you for your support!!  

 
Financial Assistance: Action Item: 
Forms now available in vestibule for the 
Fall 2023/Spring 2024 school year 
provided by the Ceader Trust Trustees. 
Time sensitive, act now. Deadline April 
7, 2024. For registered parishioners of St. 
Lawrence only!! 


