8/18/2021 COVID vaccine may cause allergic reaction | Science | In-depth reporting on science and technology | DW | 11.12.2020

Ow

Advertisement

SCIENCE
COVID vaccine may cause allergic reaction

After the emergency approval of a COVID vaccine in the UK, hundreds of people got the jab. At least two people showed
allergic reactions and, as a result, people with allergies will not get the vaccine for now.

cture alliance

It wasn't even two days before authorities in the UK issued a warning: People with significant allergies should avoid getting vaccinated against
COVID-19 for now.

The UK was the first country in the world to give a COVID vaccine emergency approval (EUA). The one that's been rolled out so far was

developed by the German pharmaceutical company BioNTech and its US partner, Pfizer.

Almost the same day that it was approved, many hundreds of people got vaccinated — and two of them showed allergic reactions.
Warning for people with allergies

British authorities have described the warning as a mere safety precaution for allergy sufferers.

They say it is possible that people with allergies may experience reactions to the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine — as was the case for two employees

of the UK's National Health Service (NHS).
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Tens of thousands of people may still get the new vaccine in the coming days

Both of those NHS staff members had existing allergy conditions, and both recovered soon after receiving the vaccine, said Stephen Powis,

National Medical Director for NHS England, at a UK parliamentary committee hearing.

Life-threatening reaction

People with existing allergies are being advised to be careful, however, especially if they experienced an anaphylactic shock in the past.
That's what scientists call a significant allergic reaction to food, medicines or vaccines.

Anaphylactic shock is a serious bodily reaction that can be life-threatening. It is the strongest known form of an allergic reaction and

considered an absolute medical emergency.

In most cases, at least two organ systems react in the body: First, airways and the skin. Sometimes the gastro-intestinal-system reacts, and in

many cases the cardiovascular system reacts.

Those sorts of reactions can come on very suddenly and a patient's condition can quickly deteriorate.
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An anaphylactic shock is considered an absolute medical emergency.
In the UK, people with allergies will not get the COVID vaccine for now.

Tell them about your allergies
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There are many forms of allergic reactions, aside from the extreme, life-threatening ones. Patients can develop a skin rash, or it can become

difficult for them to breathe, or the face and tongue can swell.
Authorities in the UK advise people with existing and known allergies to make that clear before they even go to get vaccinated.
Irrespective of an individual's allergy history, people with allergies will not get the vaccine for now.

That's especially the case for people who carry an adrenalin "autoinjector" pen, as was the case with the two NHS staff, who experienced a

reaction.
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The very first: 9o-year-old Margaret Keenan was the first to get the COVID19 vaccine in the UK

Pfizer has told the German news agency, dpa, that the vaccine was generally well-tolerated by test participants in Phase 3 clinical trials, and

that no major safety concerns were reported after an independent review of the test data.
About 44,000 people took part in the trials, and 42,000 had already received a second dose, they said.
Margaret Keenan, who was the very first person to receive the vaccine in the UK, has yet to receive her second dose.

Keenan called on everyone in the UK to take part in what has been described as the largest ever vaccination campaign — even those who are

not in any of the known risk groups, such as Keenan herself, who is 90 years old.
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CORONAVIRUS RULES: HOW MUCH PHYSICAL DISTANCING IS ENOUGH?
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Keep your distance, please!

These are the coronavirus rules as we know them: Keep a distance of 1.5 to 2 meters (5 to 6 feet) from

others, observe good hygiene and wear a mask. But this does not do justice to the complex reality of how
aerosols spread, researchers from Oxford and London (UK) and Cambridge MA (US) have written in an
analysis published in the British Medical Journal in late August.
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» Fact-check: Will poor countries miss out on COVID-19 vaccinations?

The internet is rife with claims that affluent countries have enough doses to vaccinate their populations up to three times, but it might not be that simple.
DW takes a look at some of the assertions.

» AstraZeneca COVID vaccine shows positive results in Lancet study

Oxford University and AstraZeneca are the first vaccine makers to publish peer-reviewed results in a scientific journal. While they appear less promising
than rival mRNA vaccines, it's a far cheaper and simpler serum.
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