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Town prepares to bond for the entire amount, with cost for water main to be repaid from
general town, outside village, obligation, and cost for private service line hook-ups
(approximately 50/50 of total) to be repaid by Wainscott residents in the program, who
will be charged through a separate line on tax bills over amortization period for the cost
of their own hook-ups

East Hampton Town, SCWA agree to submit joint NYS intermunicipal water
infrastructure grant application, for up to $10 million award toward project

May 15, 2018: East Hampton Town declares state of emergency in Wainscott re drinking
water contamination. To assist residents with PFC chemicals in their wells below the
health advisory level, who have not been provided with point-of-entry treatment systems
by the DEC, the Town announces rebate program for Wainscott property owners with
any level of PFC contamination who install POET systems, establishing a $400,000
funding line.

While the town is normally precluded by law from expending public money on private
properties, the emergency declaration allows town to offer rebates of up to $3,000, or 90
percent, of the cost of treatment system installations to allow access to clean water until
water mains go in, and public water is available. While initial information indicates that
rebate funds are taxable, and residents applying for them are so advised, further legal
research concludes that the rebates do not incur tax liability.

May 21, 2018: Town holds public hearing on establishing Wainscott Water District

May 25, 2018: Health Dept. again expands well testing survey area, into phase 4, which
includes areas of Southampton Town

SCWA submits water district plan to Health Dept. for approval

June 5, 2018: Water district established by East Hampton Town. Town structures district
so that it can finance and pay upfront costs of residents’ private service line hook-ups —
normally out-of-pocket costs for property owners — to insure every resident who wishes
to may hook up to water mains.

Again, while the town is barred by law from expending public funds on private properties,
the Town, in order to make public water available to all, forges an agreement with
Suffolk County Water Authority to lay out payment for the cost of a publicly-bid
construction project for service line installation, allowing property owners to amortize the
costs of their hook-ups, repaying the town for their cost through tax bill assessments
over a period of at least 20 years.

SCWA, following required bidding procedures for public projects, awards private service
line contract to Asplundh Construction, the “lowest [cost] responsible bidder.”
Cost of water main extension throughout hamiet, under a separate SCWA contract. to be
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borne by entire town, outside incorporated villages, under normal bonding/ capital
project procedures.

NYS DEC contractors to install private service lines at properties with chemical
contamination above the Health Advisory Level of 70 parts per trillion

July 5, 2018: Town approves future bond issue for $24,344,878 for water improvements
in Wainscott water supply area

July 27, 2018: Outreach letter sent by SCWA to Wainscott residents; residents may
hook up to water main under town program within a 2-year period (after which residents
will have to pay upfront to connect); In coordination with town supervisor's office SCWA
sets construction plans to prioritize areas with contamination

July 25, 2018: Town, SCWA submit joint application for grant funding through NYS
intermunicipal water infrastructure grants program, for up to $10 million award

July, 2018: NYS Legislature approves bill allowing use of community preservation funds
for water main infrastructure and hook-ups
(Sponsors, Assemblyman Thiele and Senator LaValle; still to be signed by governor)

Aug. 20, 2018: Groundbreaking and press conference on water main extension/ private
service line hook-ups

September, 2018: Wainscott residents receive estimates for private service line hook-
ups from Asplundh Construction; due to the legal requirements of public projects (Wicks
Law prevailing wage, insurance requirements, etc.) prices exceed those that can be
offered by private plumbers. Town and SCWA initiate parallel informational outreach and
campaigns to inform residents of their options: use, and pay, for a private plumber, or
have hook-up done under public program by Asplundh Construction, with costs
amortized and repaid through annual tax bills

September 21, 2018: Forty-two percent of water main installation has been completed
by Suffolk County Water Authority; main installation projected to be fully complete as
soon as the end of October

October 2, 2018: Governor Cuomo announces $9.7 million grant to East Hampton Town
and Suffolk County Water Authority to help pay for water main extension in Wainscott

December, 2018: DEC “site characterization” report of East Hampton Airport released
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