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NEWVORK - Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced t hat it is adding 12 sites and proposing to add another 

five,, includ ing the Lower Hackensack River, to the Superfund National Priorities List (NPl ). The federa NPL includ,es sites wh,ere re~eases 

of contamination pos,e si·gn ifi cant human hea lth and environmental risks. 

Superfund cleanups provide hea lth and economic benefi ts to communities. The program is credited for sign ifi cant reductions wn both 

birth defects and blood-~ead tevels among children living neair sites, and research has ~nown residentia[ property values increase up to 

24 percerlt wi hin th ree mi res of site after cleanup. 

Further, thanks to Su perfund cleanups, communities are now using previous ly bl ighted prop,erties for a wide range of purposes, 

including r,etai l businesses, office space, publli c parks, residences, warehouses, and so lar power generaf on. As of 2021, EPA has collected 

economic data on 650 Superfund sites. At these sites, t her,e are 10,230 businesses operating on these sites, 246,000 people employed , an 

estimated $18.6 biUion in incom,e earned by employ,ees, and $65.8 bilHon in salles generated by business,es,. 

With this Sup,erfund N PL update, the Bidlen-Harris Administration is folllowing through on its commitment to update the NPL twi,ce a 

year, as oppos-ed to once per year. The Superfund Program is also part of Pr,esiden t Bi.den's Jiusti·ce40 iniitwat ive, which aims to ensure that 

federal agencies delive,r at least 40 percent of benefits from certa in investments to underserved communiti,es. 


