Docking &Line Handling

Techniques &Considerations
for Couples, Short-Handed Crew, &New Boaters

Close-Quarters Maneuvers

@ VOYAGE MAKERS



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome
Get to know you:
Dreamers – Never owned a boat, never docked a boat
Boat Owner – only docks their own boat; how many upgrading (or seeking to upgrade their own boat to something bigger)
Charterer – always getting on other people’s boats (racing) – chartering – used to getting onto other boats
Experience – Boat Size/Type
Power/Sail
Less than 30; 30-40; 40-50
Who is Tracy Sarich



Tracy Sarich

First Sail: 2000
First Course: 2005
First Sailboat: 2009
First Van Isle Circumnavigation: 2013
First Offshore Delivery: 2016
Advanced Sailing Instructor: 2020

Owned 3 Sailboats (37°,43°,54°) 15 years

Charter Industry in British Columbia
Voyage Makers Coastal Adventures (2024)




What Concerns You Most?
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WHATIS SUCCESSFUL DOCKING?

No Boat Damage —Nobody Hurt
(Physical & Emotional Safety)

C:
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TO ACHIEVE SUCCESSFUL DOCKING

Situational Awareness
Vessel Control & Teamwork

Trading Bigger Problems for Smaller Problems




FACTORS INSIDE THE VESSEL YOU CAN CONTROL




FACTORS INSIDE THE VESSEL YOU CAN CONTROL

BEFORE ENTERING THE MARINA
COMMUNICATION & PLANNING

“How Do We Want To Do This?”

Set Up The Boat Outside The Marina
Take the Time to Study the Environment
Express Concerns —Crew &Helm

Confirm Everyone is Ready

NO ONEIS READY - UNTIL EVERYONE IS READY

CAUSEWAY TRANSIT & COMING ALONGSIDE
COMMUNICATION & RESPONDING

Observe the Environment (Headsets/Binoculars)
Relevant — Audible Feedback

Understand the Challenges of Each Role
Remember the Plan for Dock Lines

No Shame in Trying Again (Exit Farly)

REMEMBER - THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE FUN!

@VOYAGE MAKERS




FACTORS OUTSIDE THE VESSEL
Trading Bigger Problems for Smaller Problems

PREDICTABLE ELEMENTS

You’ve Done Your Homework
Testing Boat Movements In Safe Area
You Decide When You’re Ready

Anxiety

YOU’VE GOT THIS!!

UNPREDICTABLE

Depths —Not as Charted

Localized Wind & Currents

Weather

Other Moving Vessels, SUP, Small-Craft
Something Unexpected in the Water/On Dock

“Helpful” People on the Dock

REMEMBER —IT’S ONLY FIBERGLASS

@VOYAGE MAKERS



Vessel Control

Quick Review ofthe Basics

C:
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Securing to a Dock

= BOW LINE

FORWARD _
SPRING LINE|

FENDERS/ -

AFT
SPRING LINE_ = STERN LINE
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Pivot —Reverse —Hold - Stop

Vessel Characteristics:
Keel &Keel Type

LOA (On Deck &Beyond)
Prop Walk

Horsepower - # Engines
Bow Thrusters

Cleat Position
Use of Docklines

Vessel Control

The Environment
Wind
Current

Marima Configuration

C:
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Controlin Reverse




Effect of Prop Walk

Transom Moves in Direction of Prop Rotation

Considerations/Tips:

Straight Rudder

Test in Safe Space —How Longto Overcome

Reverse - Gain control in area with most room/easy exits
Pivot in direction of prop walk

Consider Effect when Stoppingat Dock




Use of Spring Lines

Bow Spring —Forward Throttle

Smooth/Swift Transition of Transmission

Helm Focused on Exits

UNDERSTAND YOUR ROLES!

Stern Spring —Reverse Throttle

Crew Listening for Instruction

Crew Communication Essential

/\

VOYAGE MAKERS




SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
&
VESSELCONTROL

Managing Momentum

C:
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Angle of Approach —Speed v. Steerage
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APPROACHING THE DOCK - Getting the Job Done

THE CREW
DISTANCE ESTIMATES -- Keep it Simple
STEP OFF WHEN SAFE TO DO SO -- Good Guide for Distance Information

REMEMBER LINE PRIORITY - Different Colored Lines

THE HELM
SLOW IS PRO - Neutral Is Your Friend
NO BIG MOVES - Hand On The Wheel At Straight Rudder

NO SHAME IN TRYING AGAIN —Plan Your Exists

TAKE THE TIME YOU NEED
THIS ISN'TEASY - Anxiety Is Normal
-Talk To Yourself

- Positive Affirmations




APPROACHING THE DOCK—-When Do I Turn?

1/2 BOATLENGTH

HELM: “I'm going to turn soon”
Aim at the Dock

CREW: Lines Ready to Step Off
Speak Audibly

1/3 BOATLENGTH

HELM: “I'm going to stop soon”
Begin Turn
Focus on Side

CREW: Prepare to Step Off
Remember Order of Lines (Mid/Stern)
Plan for “Helpful” People on the Dock

ALONGSIDE

HELM: Watch for Crew Stepping Off — Stop!
Stay Aboard —Manage the Boat
Don’t be Afraid to Try Again

CREW: Step Off When Safe to Do So
Secure Quickly
Remember the Plan
Tell Helm What You Need

CELEBRATE — APPRECIATE - DEBRIEF




After
spring

i/ Ahead slowly
"\ right rudder
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Prepare lines
and fenders ®
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Figure A-6.11: Current/wind ahead

Wind & Current Effects

® Wind holds boat
to dock

After
spring

WHARF

— Prepare lines @
e and fenders
Prepare lines
and fenders )

Figure A6.10: Current/wind ast
isure HITentriinG astern Figure A-6.12: Current/wind offshore

Slow is Pro —Enough to Maintain Steerage &Control

Test the Effects of Conditions In a Safe Space

Drift in

Prepare lines
and fenders

Figure A-6.9: Current/wind onshore
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Sideways Movement

Bow Thruster
+

Prop Wash

VOYAGE MAKERS
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NO ONEIS READYUNTIL EVERYONE IS READY

CONTROL WHAT YOU CAN

REDUCE THE VARIABLES

SLOW IS PRO - Steerage &Maintaining Control

Pro Tips

TESTCONDITIONS BEFORE YOU MAKE YOUR BIG MO VES
*  Wind &Current Effect

* lateral Movement

*  Prop Walk—Know Before You Need It

REVERSE
* Know Your Center (Hand on Wheel)
* Alternate Gear/Neutral

ANXIETYIS NORMAL
* Practice Talking To YourselfOut Loud
e  Vocalize Concerns
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Situational Awareness &Teamwork

WHY?

Same Conditions
Same Outcome (Good/Bad)

Boat #1: All Smiles
Good Memories
Ready For The Next Challenge

Boat #2: Quiet Ride Home
Lost/Lowered Interest in Boating



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Departing the Docks
Crew – lookout
Lines & Fenders Still Ready for Quick Deployment in case of emergency


Responsibilities v. Roles

Skipper Ensures the safety & comfort of the vessel & crew.

Crew Understands & follow skipper’s requests (orders).

@VOYAGE MAKERS



RESPONSIBILITIES

RESPONSIBILITIES v. ROLES

Skipper Ensures the safety &comfort ofthe vessel &crew.

Crew Understands &follow skipper’s requests (orders).
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RESPONSIBILITIES

ROLES

RESPONSIBILITIES v. ROLES

Skipper

Crew

Helm & Line-Handler

Roles —Task Based
Leader
Follower

Ensures the safety &comfort ofthe vessel &crew.

Understands &follow skipper’s requests (orders).

Different Roles
Unique Skills
Not a Hierarchy

Gives Direction
Receives Direction
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UNDERSTANDING RISKS & DEMANDS
What is the Biggest Risk?

Riskto Vessels Risk To Persons
Boat/Property Damage

Vessel Control  Physical &Emotional Safety
Managing Momentum  Understanding Demands of Each Role

@VOYAGE MAKERS




UNDERSTAND THE CHALLENGES OF EACH ROLE
UNDERSTANDING RISKS & DEMANDS

DOCKING

ANCHORING/MOORING

What 1s the Biggest Risk?

Enter Harbour
Enter Causeway
Enter Slip

Come Alongside/Stepping Off
Secure Lines

Entering Anchorage/Mooring Field
Selecting Location/Mooring Ball

Operating Windlass
Dropping-Weighing Anchor
Picking Up Ball

C:
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Successiul Docking

Teamwork

Understand & Perform Our Roles
Efftective Communication

C:

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\



UNDERSTAND YOUR ABILITIES
AND THE ABILITIES OF YOUR CREW

PREPARATION & COMMUNICATION

RESPECTFUL OF ROLES

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION

EMOTIONS

CONTROL WHAT YOU CAN

PRO TIPS

Invest in Training (Refresher)
Make the Time to Take Your Time

Preparing for what you can control (Reduce the Variables)
No is Ready Until Everyone is Ready

Understand Demands of Each Role &Risks of Each Task
Relevant — Audible — Sensitive to the Demands ofthe Situation

Everyone is Nervous Docking
Voice Your Concerns

Trading Bigger Problems for Smaller Problems

@V 0)
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I19: Telegraph Harbour

elegraph Harhowur iz a well-protected inlet with
two friendly marinas and a zafe, though congest-
ed, anchorage formed by two iglands, Thetiz Izland
to the west and Penelaktut Izland to the east
The izlands are zeparated by a narrow, shallow
pazegage known ag The Cut, which zeparates the
hatbhour from Clam Bay (IL2) to the eazt The Cut
cannhe negotiated by zhallow-draft

Penelakut
Island

wezzelz at hizher tide. It iz wize to
firzt investizate by dinghy.

Ifz a ghortwalk to Preedy Har-
bour (I8), from where you can catch
a ferry to Chemainue, convenient for
provizioning, on the mainland.

Most of Penelaliut Island [formerly

[formerly Kuper lsland)

Thetis
Island

P ot
SalehSealilt T omh n mr
e R e

Thetis |sland Marina: I10

Kuper Igland] iz Firgt Nations land.
To go aghore, it iz bezt to obtain permizeion fom the
band office at250-245-7155.

There are two Saturday markets in the sunumer,
both zelling food and izland crafte. One i& at Thetiz
Izland Marina, 10am 2pin, the other iz at Howling
Wolf Fartm, also 10am-2pm.

HMote: Thetiz Izland uzes well water 2o marina sup-
pliez are regtricted.

o Anchorageis tight. The rany mooning buos are
private and, when these buoys are occupied, there is wery
litthe space for anchorng cutside the channel madkers.
ternpted to"borrow an unooc upied mooHng buay note
the standard of rmaintenance varies.

Check the rmarina listings e ther palicies regarding
those who arrivwe by dinghse

9 There is much more room to anchor south of
Thetiz Eland Fhrna, with good holding over rood in 8- 10
metres, Decent protection from westery winds, though
increased exposure to the south.

~ NOT NUE NI DTN
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I.3: Comox Marinas

ﬁ\“ 100 metres

A LAUNCH

Comox Harbour
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Marina Park

Comox Municipal Marina
no longer offers transient
moorage.

N

PUBLIC
LIBRARY

There are two marinas in
Comox Harbour which
accept transient boaters, the
Comox Valley Marina and
Fisherman's Wharf.

In Comox Harbour,
. o Gas ‘N’ Go Marine
sells fuel, snacks and
fishing supplies from
the end of a dock at
the Comox Munici-

pal Marina.

na

9 See Comox Harbour (L2).

Iy

\3.»' Comox Valley Marina: Transient
moorage; resenations recommended
during the summer. Power (15-30-504)
and water to docks. Toilets, with coin-op
showers and laundry.

Daily rate: June-Aug $2.10/ft, off-season
S1.68(ft

Daily power: metered

Call: 250-339-2930 VHF: 66A

E: manager@comoxvalleymarina.com

W: comoxvalleymarina.com
fiest updated jan Z024)

@D .

"2/ Comox Fisherman's Wharf:
Transient moorage if space available

on the East Docks of this public facility
operated by the Comox Valley Harbour
Authority. About 1,800 feet of dock
space is available for transients when
the fishing fleet is out from mid-May to
mid-5ept. Power (20-30-504) and water
to docks. Toilets, coin-op showers and
laundry. WiFi. Pumpout. 1.5-tonne winch.
Daily rate: $0.97 /ft

Call: 250-339-6041  VHF: 6B6A

E: infoi@comoxharbour.com

W: comoxharbour.com
[izst updoted Cer2023)

~ NOT FOR MAVIGATION
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C8: North Saanich &
Westport marinas

idden in the deep recesses of Teehwm Harbour

are two tnote mat inaz, each with itz own at-
tractions and an ambiance which hoaters might
find attractre.

There iz the North Saanich Marina which iz divid-
ed into two clusters offloats, the Morth Dock and
Elue Heron Bay. The docke are all well-protected
and rather sedate; they are notworking floats. Pro-
wigioning ig not go convenient, but Thrifty's su-
permarket it Sidney [1-200 667 2280] will deliver
groceries to your dock.

Azowell, there = Westport Marina, It has limit-
ed moorage for ransients, but ite hardetand iz a
five-minute walk fomn the BC Ferry Terrminal at
Swar tz Bay, making it a gplendid option for anyone
with convenient acceze to the BC Ferries syetem,
but not such close proxomity to another boatyard.

{E} Morth Saanich Marina: Transient mocrage for wessels up o 700,
Resevations encouraged. Power [15-30-504) and water to docks. Free WiFi
and parking . Fuel. Snacks, tckle and bait.

Hiorme of the Sidhey Morth Saanichrackht Club, with reciprocal moorage
for mermbers of affiliated clubs,
o JE0.6 1 123724957
Dady races: F1L95R Dady power: IO, @ 5300, 20500
Call: »50-656-3558 VHF 660
E: nsmiTio bmg.oom Wi nordh manidimanna. oo m
{knt updaced fan 2827

@ Westport Marina: Mo desd ghated dtoe slips, but ofter available. Call
akead M| protected . Power [15-30-504) and water to docks Toilets and
shomsets WIF to docks. Chand lety fishing supplies. Full-service ward with
S0-ton travel lift.

= R0 E5TT 12324693

Dady raes: vary by ken g, butabout 1505t

Callz 50656 X632

E: wee sip o rtifhthun derbirdmarine. com
(ko updaed fan 2003

W westportmanneca

e NOT FUR NITELTION
=L o~ IETTE CONTATRS LEXRODIETSLTE
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A14: Elliott Bay Marina
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—_ _— ) R e . . . - . . e — @ Elliott Bay Marina: Transient moorage for vessels up to 300 feet in length.




TALES FROM THE SEA




It’s Only Fiberglass
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TRAIN - EXPERIENCE - BRITISH COLUMBIA




Have Fun Out There!

/\V OYAGE MAKERS

TRAIN - EXPERIENCE - BRITISH COLUMBIA

Educational Adventures

Training — Sail, Power & Catamaran
Concierge &ltinerary Services
Free Resources for Boaters
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