
Lafayette the Soldier 
 

Video Study Guide 
 
Watch the video “Lafayette Arrives.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AygIRlmffX8&t=1143s (Skip ahead to begin at about 2:00) 
 
Directions: While watching the video, listen carefully to find the answer to the questions below.  
 
_____1. Lafayette is from 

a. France b. England c. Germany d. America 
 
_____2. Lafayette’s given name is 

a. Henry b. Benjamin c. Gilbert d. Marquis 
 
_____3. After leaving the print shop, Lafayette heads to 

a. Paris b. Congress c. Massachusetts d. New York 
 
_____4. In order to get a ship to sail to America, Lafayette 

a. stole one b. pretended to be a sailor c. bought one with his own money  
d.   asked the king to lend him one 
 

_____5. After crossing the ocean, Lafayette landed in 
a. Virginia b. New York c. Pennsylvania d. South Carolina 

 
_____6. Lafayette’s request to serve in the army included 

a. to serve without pay b. to serve as a volunteer  c. to serve as a general 
d.   both a and b 

 
_____7. Lafayette received the military rank of 

a. Major General b. General c. Sergeant d. Private 
 
_____8. Lafayette sneaked out of France by disguising himself as a 

a. beggar b. woman c. soldier d. nobleman 
 
_____9. During a battle, Washington decided to retreat in order to 

a. keep his wealth in tact b. let the British win c. let the French take over 
d.    keep the army in tact 
 

_____10. The person who helped the American troops retreat calmly was 
a. Hamilton b. Ben Franklin      c. Lafayette  d. Washington 

 



 
_____11. During battle, Lafayette was wounded in the 

a. leg  b. head c. arm  d. back 
 
_____12. The letter King Louis asked Benjamin Franklin to write asking Congress not to accept  
 help from Lafayette never reached Congress because 

a. Franklin never wrote it  
b. Franklin never sent it  
c. it was lost when the ship sank  
d.   a spy intercepted it 
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Lafayette the Soldier 
 

Video Study Guide (KEY) 
 
Watch the video “Lafayette Arrives.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AygIRlmffX8&t=1143s (Skip ahead to begin at about 2:00) 
 
Directions: While watching the video, listen carefully to find the answer to the questions below.  
 
__a___1. Lafayette is from 

a. France b. England c. Germany d. America 
 
__ c __2. Lafayette’s given name is 

a. Henry b. Benjamin c. Gilbert d. Marquis 
 
__b___3. After leaving the print shop, Lafayette heads to 

a. Paris b. Congress c. Massachusetts d. New York 
 
__c___4. In order to get a ship to sail to America, Lafayette 

a. stole one b. pretended to be a sailor c. bought one with his own money  
d.   asked the king to lend him one 
 

__d___5. After crossing the ocean, Lafayette landed in 
a. Virginia b. New York c. Pennsylvania d. South Carolina 

 
__d___6. Lafayette’s request to serve in the army included 

a. to serve without pay b. to serve as a volunteer  c. to serve as a general 
d.   both a and b 

 
__a___7. Lafayette received the military rank of 

a. Major General b. General c. Sergeant d. Private 
 
__b___8. Lafayette sneaked out of France by disguising himself as a 

a. beggar b. woman c. soldier d. nobleman 
 
__d___9. During a battle, Washington decided to retreat in order to 

a. keep his wealth in tact b. let the British win c. let the French take over 
d.    keep the army in tact 
 

__c___10. The person who helped the American troops retreat calmly was 
a. Hamilton b. Ben Franklin      c. Lafayette  d. Washington 

 



__a___11. During battle, Lafayette was wounded in the 
a. leg  b. head c. arm  d. back 

 
__b___12. The letter King Louis asked Benjamin Franklin to write asking Congress not to accept  
 help from Lafayette never reached Congress because 

a. Franklin never wrote it  
b. Franklin never sent it 
c. it was lost when the ship sank  
d. a spy intercepted it 
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Lafayette the Soldier 
 

Creative Response – Discussion Questions 
 
Objective: The student will be able to explain why Lafayette was so important to the Americans 
during the Revolutionary War.  
 
Watch the video “Lafayette Arrives” on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AygIRlmffX8&t=1143s 
 
 
This activity may be done as a class, as small groups, or as partners. Alternatively, the questions 
may be used for written responses.  
 
 

1. Why did Lafayette want to help the Americans? 
2. What adjectives would you use to describe Lafayette? Why? 
3. Why did George Washington admire Lafayette? 
4. Why do Americans today still admire Lafayette? 
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Lafayette the Soldier 
 

Creative Response - Diary 
 
Objective: The student will display an understanding of the personality and character of 
Lafayette from the viewpoint of a character in the video. 
 
Watch the video “Lafayette Arrives” on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AygIRlmffX8&t=1143s 
 
Pretend you are one of the following characters: 
 George Washington 
 King Louis XVI 
 Henry (the child) 
 An American soldier 
 
Write a diary entry about Lafayette. How did you get to know Lafayette? What kind of man was 
he? What is your opinion of Lafayette? 
 
 
 
Assessment: The level of detail and accuracy of the diary entry will demonstrate the student’s 
understanding of the various ways people regarded Lafayette. 
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