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This musically sounding name is heard and seen 
on many maps from the spectacular Mt. N orquay 
in the Banff National Park to Officious buildings 
and streets in Winnipeg and other Manitoba cen­
tres. 

Where did this name originate and how did the 
town of Norquay receive this name? 

Many of us are familiar with John Norquay 
from reading the history books on Western 
Canada, the second premier of Manitoba, a Meti 
by birth, but it was the earliest rancher and settler, 
Nathaniel D. Wylie, who had the honor of selec­
ting the name for the CN location, west of Pelly. 

Mr. Wylie himself, was a most interesting per­
son. Those of us who were fortunate in having him 
for our Sunday school teacher, or those who serv­
ed with him on the Norquay (village) school board 
or the Prairie Valley School District board of 
which had him for their secretary, will recall many 
interesting tales of early life in the Norquay area. 
Only his children and grandchildren may know 
more than the rest of us. 
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As a farmer, rancher and trapper at the turn of 
this century, Mr. Wylie had the misfortune to 
break his leg. He managed to drag himself to his 
little cabin where he applied a splint which enabled 
him to move about the cabin but no more, the 
story goes. 

The leg got worse and worse until he was no 
longer able to move about. There were no close 
neighbours so he reconciled himself to the in­
evitable end. Gangrene was setting in but he was 
helpless. 

Lying in bed, he thought that he saw a phantom 
peering through the window. It turned out to be an 
Indian whom he had never seen before. This was 
an answer to his prayer. The Indian dressed the 
leg, then tied him to a travois and dragged him 
several miles to his Indian community. 

There, with the help of other Indians, Mr. Wylie 
was taken to Fort Pelly and received medical 
attention which saved his life. This episode af­
firmed his belief in prayer and respect for the 
native people. Just how well Mr. Wylie knew John 
Norquay he did not say, but this bit of information 
on the Meti leader will help to understand why 

Norquay's muddy Main Street, 1912. 






