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Who Are Your Newcomers?
Do you know who they are and where they come from? Culturally and responsive
teaching begins by knowing the student’s history, culture, experiences and canons. The more
we know about each student the better we can build on their strengths, support, and scaffold
success to rigorous core content curricula (LeMoine & Soto, 2017). After you discuss the
following with your registrar or intake center personnel, you can use the chart in Figure 1.2 to
map out the educational experiences and needs of your Newcomers.
Figure 1.2: NEWCOMERS OR IMMIGRANTS: Literacy in their First Language (L1)
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Figure 1.3: Pre-Kindergarten -1ST NEWCOMERS or IMMIGRANTS:
Language and Literacy in their First Language (L1) Continuum
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Figure 1.4: LONG-TERM ELS 4th to 12th: Literacy in L1 and in English Continuum
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All Long-Term ELs need self-efficacy skills, a mindset for success in school and career
planning, and relationship building. Some students who were reclassified two or more years
ago may still fit within this category. Now that ESSA calls for four years of monitoring after
reclassification, these skills should be considered as on-going until graduation. Even third and
fourth generation Latinos who are Standard English Learners (SELs) might benefit from
social-emotional skills and career planning.
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