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Salaams Parents/ Carers 
We have another enjoyable and engaging half-term. Our teachers in 
Year 5 are Mrs Emini and Mrs Rizvi, supported by Mrs Shinwari. Our 

team will continue to endeavour all learning needs and levels are 
catered for, and everyone has a wonderful Autumn term! 

 

 

Value: Respect 
This half term we will be focusing on the value of respect. 
Children will reflect and discuss how we show respect to 
Allah, ourselves, our parents, our teachers, our siblings, our 
friends, others, our environment, etc., through stories of 
the Prophet Muhammad (saw), teachings from the Holy Quran and 
opportunities to put their learning into practice. Some verses we may be 
discussing include: 8:11; 17:23; 17:26; 17:53; 29:8. 



Here is a breakdown of the skills and knowledge to be covered in 
each subject through this half-term: 

English 

In English, children will continue with Floodland by 
Marcus Sedgwick, developing their understanding of 
the text through both fiction and non-fiction 
writing. They will:  

Write an engaging piece of travel writing, focusing 
on descriptive language, sensory detail, and varied 
sentence structures to create a vivid sense of place 
and atmosphere. 

Compose a reflective diary entry, expressing 
emotions, thoughts and personal perspective clearly, 
while organising ideas in a coherent and meaningful 
way. 

Children will also study The Promise by Nicola 
Davies, where they will write cinquains to develop 
their poetry skills, concentrating on precise 
vocabulary, imagery and structure. 

Alongside these units, children will continue to build 
their grammar knowledge, including: 

✓ using a wider range of conjunctions to 
extend sentences 

✓ developing control of tense and verb forms 
✓ using ambitious vocabulary choices to 

enhance impact 
✓ punctuating accurately, including speech 

punctuation 

Through these activities, pupils will strengthen their 
ability to write for different audiences and 
purposes, combining creativity with accurate 
grammar and effective language choices. 

Key Texts: 
Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick 
The Promise Nicola Davies 

Mathematics 

In Mathematics, children will focus on multiplication, 
division, and fractions (including decimals and 
percentages). Key areas of learning will be: 

✓ Multiplying numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or 
two-digit number using formal written 
methods, including long multiplication. 

✓ Dividing numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit 
number using short division and interpreting 
remainders appropriately for the context. 

✓ Solving multi-step problems involving 
multiplication and division, deciding which 
operations and methods to use and why. 

Children will also deepen their understanding of 
fractions, decimals and percentages by learning to: 

✓ Compare, order, add and subtract fractions 
with the same denominator and different 
denominators. 

✓ Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers 
by whole numbers. 

✓ Read and write decimal numbers as fractions 
and round decimals to the nearest whole 
number and one decimal place. 

✓ Recognise and use thousandths, connecting 
them to tenths, hundredths and decimal 
equivalents. 

✓ Understand percentages, write percentages as 
fractions and decimals, and solve problems 
involving percentage and decimal equivalents. 

Through these topics, children will be encouraged to 
apply their knowledge to reasoning and problem-solving 
activities, building fluency and confidence with key 
number skills. 

Science 
 

Materials and Climate Change 
 
This term in Science, our topic is Materials and 
Climate Change. Children will be exploring the 
properties and changes of materials through hands-
on investigations. They will learn to: 
 
Compare everyday materials by their properties 
(e.g. hardness, transparency, conductivity, magnetic 
response). 

Humanities 

In Geography, children will study Ancient Greece with a 
focus on how the land and environment shaped the 
civilisation. They will: 

✓ Develop their locational knowledge, identifying 
where Ancient Greece was founded within 
Europe and the wider world. 

✓ Use maps, atlases and digital mapping to 
explore the physical features of the region, 



 
Explore dissolving and learn how to separate 
mixtures using filtering, sieving and evaporating. 
 
Carry out fair tests to see why certain materials 
(like metals, wood and plastic) are used for 
particular purposes. 
 
Understand that some changes are reversible 
(melting, dissolving, mixing) while others are 
irreversible (burning, reactions with acids). 
 
We will also make links to climate change, looking at 
reversible changes in nature (like melting ice) and 
irreversible ones caused by human activity (like 
burning fossil fuels). 
 
Through this topic, children will develop their 
scientific enquiry skills and see how science 
connects to real-world issues. 

including its mountains, islands and surrounding 
seas. 

✓ Investigate the climate of the Mediterranean 
and how it affected daily life. 

✓ Learn about cultivation and farming, including 
olives, grapes and other crops suited to the 
region. 

✓ Understand how geography influenced 
settlement, trade and travel, making links to 
how people adapted to the landscape. 

✓ Compare aspects of Ancient Greek geography 
with modern Greece today. 

 

Design and Technology 

In Design and Technology, children will focus on 
ceramics, creating their own Greek-inspired plates. 
Key areas of learning will be: 

✓ Researching Greek art and design to inspire 
their own creative ideas. 

✓ Developing design skills by sketching and 
planning patterns and motifs for their 
plates. 

✓ Learning and applying practical techniques in 
working with clay, including shaping, joining 
and decorating. 

✓ Exploring how to use tools and materials 
safely and effectively. 

✓ Understanding the properties of clay and 
how firing and glazing can change the 
material. 

✓ Evaluating their finished work by comparing 
it to their design ideas and considering how 
it meets its purpose and appeals to its 
intended audience. 

Through this project, children will combine 
creativity, technical knowledge and practical skills to 
produce a high-quality ceramic plate that reflects 
the influence of Ancient Greek culture. 

 

Physical Education and Sports 

In PE, children will develop their skills in netball and 
gymnastics. Key areas of learning will be: 

Netball: 

Developing passing, catching and shooting skills. 

Learning about attacking and defending techniques. 

Understanding rules of the game and the importance of 
teamwork, communication and fair play. 

Gymnastics: 

Exploring balance, flexibility, strength and control. 

Creating and performing sequences using a range of 
movements. 

Working individually, in pairs and in small groups to 
refine routines. 

Evaluating and improving their own and others’ 
performances. 

Through these activities, children will build their 
fitness, coordination and confidence, while also 
developing teamwork and perseverance. 

Computing 
In Computing, children will focus on Data Handling: Mars 
Rover 1. This unit will allow pupils to combine computing 
skills with real-world scientific enquiry. Key areas of 
learning will be: 

Religious Education 
We will be exploring the big question:  
Is it better to give than receive? 
 
To help us build an understanding to answer this 
question we will be learning about and reflecting on the 
concepts of ‘giving’ in Islam and Sikhism. We will look 
at practices of giving within these religions, such as 



 

✓ Understanding how data is collected from 
sensors on Mars rovers and why this is 
important for scientific discovery. 

✓ Learning to organise, store and present 
data in a range of ways using spreadsheets 
and databases. 

✓ Using logical reasoning to analyse data sets, 
spotting patterns and drawing conclusions. 

✓ Exploring how data is used in the wider 
world, making links to space exploration, 
climate science and everyday technology. 

✓ Developing digital literacy skills by learning 
about accuracy, reliability and presentation 
of data. 

✓ Understanding the importance of audience 
and purpose when presenting data and 
findings. 

Through this unit, children will apply their computing 
skills to solve real-life problems, link their learning 
to other curriculum areas, and gain a deeper 
understanding of how technology supports 
exploration and scientific research. 

Zakah and Sewa, as well as reflect on what the Quran 
and example of the Prophet Muhammad tells us about 
the manner in which we should give and receive.  
 

Arabic 
Children will continue to develop their reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills around the 
topic of ‘Food and Mealtimes’. They will learn 
vocabulary and sentence structures around 
lunchtime at school, cooking at home, growing food 
and eating and tasting. In addition, they will look 
at various grammar concepts, learning how to build 
their own sentences using the vocabulary they 
have learnt.  

Music 
Children will be learning about the structure of music 
and developing skills of listening, reflecting, 
composition and performance through the nasheed 
‘Mountains of Makkah’ by Zain Bikha. They will build on 
their understanding of music structure, learning 
about loops and ostinatos. Thinking about the lyrics of 
the nasheed, children will reflect on the value of 
‘Service’ and thinking about how this was shown by 
various Prophets of Allah in the Quranic stories of 
prophets mentioned in the nasheed.  

 
PSHE 

The children will be engaging with the topic ‘Be 
Yourself’ reflecting on the way Allah (SWT) has 
created them as unique and developing gratitude 
for these unique qualities. As part of the topic, 
they will also be discussing uncomfortable feelings, 
building confidence, making good choices and making 
amends.  
 
Our assemblies and PSHE lessons will focus on the 
value: Respect. 

Additional Information 
 

Spellings and Arithmetic tests will be every Friday 
Library days will be every Friday 
Children in Year 5 will have PE lessons on Thursdays and 
Fridays 

 
 
Please provide your child daily with fruit or  
for their morning snack 

Enrichment Opportunities 
The Year 5 children will be participating in a themed day to consolidate their learning about the Ancient 

Greek Civilization. 
As part of R.E., the children will be visited by a guest from the Sikh faith to talk about the concept of giving 

and receiving from the Sikh perspective. 
   Please complete consents and make payments via Arbor 


