
All about Reading 
in EYFS

Parent workshop – Wednesday 9th October 2024



To understand how and why we teach phonics as a strategy 
for reading and spelling.01

02

03

Aims of today:

To understand how this links to create fluent readers.

To cover the different expectations of teaching each of 
these and the impact of reading.





Teach reading, change lives.







Phoneme

Grapheme 

Trigraph

Digraph

Split vowel digraph

Segment

Blend

The smallest unit of sound. 

Terminology

The symbol representing the sound 
(the letter).

Two letters that make one sound. E.g. ‘sh’.

Three letters that make one sound. E.g. 
‘air’.

Two vowels that are split by a consonant. E.g. 
‘a – e’ in take.

Separating the sounds (phonemes) in the word. 
E.g. r – e – d.

The merging of phonemes (sounds) after 
segmenting.



Blending to read words
A person sitting in front of a white board

Description automatically generated

Click picture to watch video

Children learn to read by developing a Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence (GPC). This 
enables them to recognize the graphemes in a word. Using this knowledge, they will segment 

the word (separating the phonemes) and then blending them (merging them together).
Some children learn to blend really quickly, and others take a little longer. If your child is 

finding it difficult, playing blending games at home is helpful!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IL5YUCPyC5I


Teaching order 

Children begin by learning Phase 2 sounds in Autumn term in Reception. In Spring term they 
learn Phase 3 sounds. By the end of year 1, your child would have learnt up to Phase 5.



Gradually your child learns the entire alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick

There are specific resources for the Little Wandle Programme which the children will be very 
familiar with. Each sound that we teach to begin with has either a mnemonic (like the astronaut 

that you can see here) or a phrase like boing-boing for ‘oi’. This helps the children recognize and 
remember the graphemes. Every time we teach a new sound, we also read words during the phonics 
lesson that contain that new sound so that the children practise what they have learned. We then 

go on to reading a sentence containing some of those words. We have displays in the classroom and 
on the tables to support the children throughout the day. Repetition is key!



Reading and spelling 



Tricky words 

Click picture to watch video

A person in a black shirt

Description automatically generated

You cannot sound out these words to read 
them. Children will need to learn each of the 
tricky words by sight. Again, these words are 

taught gradually throughout the year but 
they are words that we expect the children to 
spell correctly in their independent writing.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3C1KTDag0ZA


shell 
chef 

special

caption 
mansion 
passion

All the different ways to write the phoneme ‘sh’



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write the word.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are:

• Taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant.

• Taught in small groups.

• Timetabled 3x a week following the 
first assessment.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your child the right level of book. These assessments 

take place every half term and enable us to provide targeted support for your child in 

the next half term.

Reading levels



Reading a book at the right level

This means that your child should: 
• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 

their phonics book well.

• Read may of the words by silent blending 
(in their head) – their reading will be 
automatic.

• Only need to stop and sound out around 5% 
of the words by the time they bring the 
book home - but they should be able to do 
this on their own.



Why reading to your child really matters



Reading a book and chatting about it 
has a positive impact on children’s 
ability to:

• Understand words and sentences.

• Use a wide range of vocabulary.

• Develop listening comprehension 
skills.

Why read with your child at home?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-

year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.



The number of books your child has 
encountered by the age of six is a 
positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

This benefit comes from:

Adults reading to children and children 
enjoying books simply by looking at 
them and talking about them.

Why does reading together everyday matter?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal 
study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.



Studies show that it’s the enjoyment and chat that matters! 

The more you chat together about the book and things that interest your child, 
the more impact it has.

You don’t even have to read the words on the page – talking about the pictures 
is just as important.

If you can read the words, then use your voice to 
make them come alive. It will help your child 
understand the book even better.

Does it matter how we read with our children?



No. Please do use your home language when 
reading for pleasure!

It is better for your child to hear expert talk 
from you in your language. 

Many studies tell us it is the back-and-forth 
talk between adults and children when they 
are sharing books that makes the difference 
to children’s language and comprehension.

This impact will translate to better language 
and comprehension for your child in English.

Does it matter which language we use?



Let your child be the boss of the 
books they choose. 
Enjoyment really matters.

Comics, information books, 
magazines, story books, picture 
books, poems and leaflets are all 
great for sharing.

Catalogues are fun to share and 
talk about too.

Does the type of book matter?



Repeated reading of books is really 
beneficial for children. It helps them 
memorise parts of stories, words and 
phrases too.

Knowing a book or poem by heart is fun 
and powerful for children, they can ‘read’ 
the story with you, or join in with words of 
phrases.

If you really want to mix it up, offer 
another book alongside the much-loved 
favourite!

What if they always want to read the same book?



Our reading expectations:
• Read everyday for 5 – 10 minutes.
• A record of home reading should be kept in the reading record 

(yellow book).
• The reading record and book must be kept in the plastic wallet 

in your child’s book bag. Books are changed only on Mondays.
• Children should read a range of texts every day. They have 

access to books at school all day.
• We read with your child at least 3x a week.

Children who read widely and often:
• Become fluent readers (so re-reading is vital).
• Have improved vocabulary and language skills.
• Develop better concentration.





Top tips for reading with your child:
• Set aside some time Find somewhere quiet without any distractions.
• Ask your child to choose a book
• This means they are more likely to engage with the book.
• Sit close together
• Encourage your child to hold the book themselves and/or turn the pages.
• Snuggle up on the sofa or in bed. Point to the pictures
• Encourage them to tell you the story and describe the characters by looking at
• the
• pictures.
• Encourage your child to talk about the book
• Talking about the characters and their dilemmas helps children
• understand relationships
• Give your child plenty of time to respond.
• Ask them what will happen next, how a character might be feeling or how the
• book makes them feel.
• And lastly, above all - make it fun!
• Don't be afraid to use funny voices - children love this!



Slidesgo Flaticon

Freepik
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created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon
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Thank you for 
joining!

Do you have any 
questions?

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

	Slide 1: All about Reading in EYFS
	Slide 2: To understand how and why we teach phonics as a strategy for reading and spelling.
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7:        Terminology
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18:      Reading a book at the right level
	Slide 19
	Slide 20:      Why read with your child at home?
	Slide 21:      Why does reading together everyday matter?
	Slide 22:      Does it matter how we read with our children?
	Slide 23:      Does it matter which language we use?
	Slide 24:      Does the type of book matter?
	Slide 25: What if they always want to read the same book?
	Slide 26:      Our reading expectations:
	Slide 27
	Slide 28:      Top tips for reading with your child:
	Slide 29: Thank you for joining!  Do you have any questions?

