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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For veterans. May they 
experience the peace of 
Christ and receive the honor 
and care they deserve. We 
pray to the Lord. Lord, hear 
our prayer.

a Holy Innocents’ Chapel  
The only freestanding 24/7 
perpetual adoration chapel 
in Oklahoma City, dedicated 
to the protection of all life 
from conception until nat-
ural death, is seeking more 
dedicated and substitute 
adorers. The chapel is locat-
ed at 6114 N.W. 63 in Warr 
Acres. Contact Julie Mayfield 
(English), (405) 413-0272; 
Maria Santana (Spanish), 
(405) 664-3052.

a “Make Straight the Way” 
broadcasts on Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 
3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and 
Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
Tune in at okcr.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

When I travel around the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, I have the joy of celebrating Mass with many of 
our young disciples. I love meeting these students, 
perhaps during a school visit or a confirmation. 

These middle school and high school students 
inspire and encourage me. They give me hope! In a 
world filled with distractions and competing values, 
so many of our young people eagerly give their time 
and talent to serve God and his Church in their par-
ishes and during the sacred liturgy.

On these occasions, I always try to sow a few seeds 
of encouragement in my conversations. Maybe the 
Lord is calling them to something more. Maybe their 
desire to serve God is truly a vocation to serve his 
Church as a priest or consecrated man or woman.

Indeed, the Lord does call many to labor in his 
harvest, but sadly, many calls go unheeded. Truly, a 
calling from the Lord does not invite merely a casual 
or half-hearted response. Jesus himself tells Peter, 
“There is no one who has given up house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands for 
my sake and for the sake of the Gospel who will not 
receive a hundred times more now in this present age 
… with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to 
come” (Mk 10:29-30). 

Raised in a Catholic home, I often was encour-
aged to be open to a priestly or religious vocation. 
For years, I resisted and turned a deaf ear. The Lord 
finally broke through, but that is a story for another 
column! 

We are blessed in our archdiocese to have 18 men 
who have already made a decisive step toward a life 
of service in God’s Church by becoming seminarians. 
These men come from parishes in Oklahoma City, 
Edmond, Lawton, Enid, Woodward, Yukon, Norman 
and Moore.

In these communities, the Lord has worked through 
his ministers, including my brother priests and 
deacons, and through you, his faithful flock, to en-
courage these young men to take that step toward a 
dedicated life of service.

Among our seminarians, 10 responded to their call 
as they completed their secondary education in high 
school. Their formation at home and through their 
parish youth groups and Catholic schools gave them 
the confidence and discernment tools necessary to 
recognize and respond to God’s call in their lives. 

We send these seminarians to Saint John Vian-
ney College Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota, 
where they are formed to be followers of Jesus in his 
Church during the period of seminary formation ap-
propriately entitled “discipleship.”

Our other seminarians responded to God’s call after 
their time in college, the military or as professionals. 
Seminarians who already have an undergraduate 

degree are sent to one of 
our four partner semi-
naries around the world: 
Saint John Vianney 
Theological Seminary 
in Denver; Mount Saint 
Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland (my alma mater); Pope Saint 
John XXIII National Seminary outside of Boston; or 
the North American College in Rome. 

As they approach ordination, they are formed more 
intentionally to pattern their lives after the person of 
Jesus Christ, the high priest, and so this period of 
formation is rightly called “configuration.”

These men spend anywhere from 5-10 years in 
seminary formation. While their other friends are 
getting married and starting families, jobs or careers, 
these men are endeavoring through the process of 
priestly formation to become the dedicated servants 
our Church needs today, tomorrow and in the de-
cades to come. 

In our ongoing Eucharistic Revival in the United 
States, we are reminded that the Mass, which is the 
heart of our Catholic faith, is only possible because of 
priests. We are so grateful for the priests who serve in 
our churches today and those who have gone before. 
But we are in urgent need of priests to bring the 
Eucharist to all of God’s faithful here in central and 
western Oklahoma for years to come.

So please support our seminarians and encourage 
young men to be open to the possibility that God 
could be calling them to be his priests. This month, 
we begin our annual Seminarian Appeal, which pro-
vides for educational and other needs of our seminar-
ians. 

Without your generosity and prayerful support, 
their path to priesthood would not be possible. I 
thank you for your generous gift to support the future 
priests of our local Church. 

Equally important are your prayers and encour-
agement for these young men. Please help me to sow 
seeds of priestly vocations in the hearts of our future 
seminarians and priests.

To our present seminarians, please know of our 
prayers for you. I leave you with the words of Pope 
Saint John XXIII who encouraged seminarians in 
Rome, saying, “Your young hearts, eagerly waiting 
to reap the future harvests of souls, well know that 
you are not (preparing) for positions of privilege; on 
the contrary, you are here to become the most will-
ing, skilled, humble and generous assistants of your 
bishops and of your brother priests, who are counting 
so much on you.” 

We are all counting on you to bring us the Eucha-
rist for generations to come!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Priests, seminarians and 
the Eucharist

God our Father, 
you made each of us to 

use our gifts in the Body of 
Christ. We ask that you 

inspire young people whom 
you call to priesthood 
and consecrated life to 

courageously follow your will. 
Send workers into your great 
harvest so that the Gospel is 

preached, the poor are served 
with love, the suffering are 
comforted, and your people 

are strengthened by the 
sacraments. 

We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 9-14 – USCCB Committee meetings and Fall Plenary Assembly, Baltimore, Maryland
Nov. 15 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., Sacred Heart Catholic School, Oklahoma City 
Nov. 16 – ACCW Women of Achievement Mass and luncheon, 11 a.m., Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Mustang
Nov. 16 – Christ the King Catholic Church 75th Anniversary Gala, 6:30 p.m., National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum, OKC
Nov. 17 – A 30th Anniversary Mass and celebration, 11 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac Catholic Church, OKC 
Nov. 21 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 21 – Vocations Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Nov. 21 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
Nov. 21 – Summit, 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Nov. 24 – Native American Mass, 3 p.m., Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine, OKC
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Grant provides boost for Sister BJ’s Pantry

Sister BJ’s Pantry keeps 
growing. Growing in 
services. Growing in 
numbers served.

Growing in need for more 
space, too.

Thanks to the Order of Mal-
ta, plans to expand have gained 
some clarity, with a $30,000 
grant dedicated to architectur-
al and engineering design for a 
proposed new property for the 
Pantry.

Sister Barbara Joseph Foley, a 
Carmelite nun, opened her pan-
try for the homeless 18 years ago. 
The small building in the 800 
block of NW 4 Street, near down-
town Oklahoma City features a 
large outdoor garden and picnic 
area where local homeless and 
others in need can receive a meal 
and peaceful respite.

Sister Barbara recently autho-
rized a letter of intent to purchase 
a new site near downtown Okla-
homa City, just south of Okla-
homa City Boulevard. The grant 
will support the master planning, 
architectural and engineering 
costs for the new facility.

“Beginning with the COVID-19 
pandemic and continuing with 
the difficult economic conditions 
in 2024, the homeless population 
of Oklahoma City has increased 
dramatically,” Sister Barbara 
said. “The proposed pantry will 
allow us to expand our minis-
try, and better serve the growing 

needs of those most affected.”
What began as a simple minis-

try to feed the hungry has grown 
to include additional services 
including a food bank, cloth-
ing room, foot clinic, eye clinic 
and a mobile pantry bus. Even 
after renting an additional 2,400 
square foot building next door 
to house the clothing room, the 
increasing needs of Oklahoma 
City’s homeless has Sister BJ’s 
Pantry serving more people than 
ever and they’ve quickly out-
grown the existing property.

The gift comes from the Order 
of Malta’s Federal Association 
Grants Program, which provides 
annual financial and material 
support to health clinics, soup 
kitchens and food distribution 
centers, home repair, and other 
relief programs in the United 
States and overseas through the 
generosity of its members.

For Peter de Keratry, hospi-
taller of the Order of Malta’s 
Oklahoma City Region, this was 
the fruit of a continuing partner-
ship in service with Sister BJ’s 
Pantry.

“Offering a hot meal to the 
homeless each Sunday morning 
at Sister BJ’s is a tangible way to 
live out our promise as knights 
and dames of the Order to serve 
the poor and sick, “ de Keratry 
said. “It’s a meaningful and pop-
ular project with our members 
so we couldn’t be more pleased 

to offer this gift to Sister Barbara 
on behalf of the wider member-
ship of the Order of Malta.”

To learn more, follow Sister 
BJ’s Pantry on Facebook or visit 	
srbjpantry.com.

Photo provided.




