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Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to 
hold collection to aid Catholic 

aging religious

Fr. William Novak, V.G.

Fr. Novak is the vicar gener-
al and moderator of the curia 
for the chancery, where he 
has served for 17 years. He 
has been vicar general for 10 
years and served as vocations 
director before that. He is 
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City and serves on many com-
mittees and advisory boards, 
including committees for the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine. His 
hobbies include oil painting, 
traveling, especially to the 
Southwest, and walking his 
dog, Bullet.

OKLAHOMA CITY — The National Religious Re-
tirement Office announces that on Dec. 10-11, the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City will hold the annual 
Retirement Fund for Religious collection in parish-
es throughout the archdiocese. 

Last year, parishioners of the archdiocese do-
nated $101,401.98 to the collection. In 2022, the 
Benedictine Fathers received a total of $33,131.47 
in financial support made possible by the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious.

About the upcoming collection, NRRO Executive 
Director Sister Stephanie Still, a member of the 
Sisters of the Presentation of San Francisco, said, 
“The care of our aging religious presents an enor-
mous financial responsibility. It is our privilege to 
care for those who gave a lifetime of tireless ser-
vice, and I feel we are deeply blessed by all the U.S. 
Catholic donors who have steadfastly contributed 
to this fund.”

Historically, Catholic sisters, brothers and reli-

gious order priests — known collectively as women 
and men religious — served for little to no pay. 
With rising health-care expenses, hundreds of U.S. 
religious communities face a large gap between the 
needs of their older members and the funds avail-
able to support their care. As a result, many now 
lack adequate retirement savings.  

The 2021 appeal raised nearly $28.5 million, and 
the NRRO distributed funding to 271 U.S. religious 
communities. Donations also underwrite resources 
that help religious communities improve elder care 
and plan for long-term retirement needs.  

The National Religious Retirement Office coor-
dinates the annual national appeal for the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious and distributes financial 
assistance for retirement needs to eligible religious 
institutes. To help address the deficit in retirement 
funding among U.S. religious orders, Catholic bish-
ops of the United States initiated the Retirement 
Fund for Religious Collection in 1988.

In remembrance of the deceased 
monks of St. Gregory’s Abbey, Mass 
was celebrated on Nov. 3 in the Abbey 
Church and the community gathered 
in prayer at the Abbey Cemetery. This 
annual gathering is to remember the 
monks buried at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
Sacred Heart, Montebello, Calif. and 
other locations. Photos Theresa Bragg.

Above: Rt. Rev. Lawrence 
Stasyszen, O.S.B., abbot 
of St. Gregory’s Abbey 
blessed the cemetery.

Left: Br. Damian Wha-
len, O.S.B. and Br. John 
Michael Nguyen, O.S.B. 
reflect on some of the de-
ceased monks buried at 
St. Gregory’s Abbey.

Above: Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B. 
and Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B.

Right: Fr. Martin Lugo, O.S.B., Fr. Charles 
Buckley, O.S.B. and Fr. Paul Zahler, O.S.B. 
gathered in prayer at the cemetery.
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Legacy society Mass, luncheon

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma held its first Meer-
schaert Legacy Society Mass and luncheon on Oct. 20 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City.

The event served to recognize and thank those who are remem-
bering the Church in their estate plans.

The legacy society is named for Theophile Meerschaert, the first 
Catholic bishop in Oklahoma. Meerschaert was named Vicar Apos-
tolic of Indian Territory in 1891. During the next 32 years, he estab-
lished parishes, appointed pastors and recruited religious sisters to 
staff schools and hospitals.

Archbishop Coakley noted during the luncheon that Meerschae-
rt’s work put the Church in Oklahoma on solid ground, and that 
estate gifts from those in attendance will help the Church in the 
future.

“The Catholic Church here is healthy and growing, and that’s not 
the case as much in some parts of the country,” said Archbishop 
Coakley. “Your gifts will help parishes, schools and other ministries 
for years to come.”

If anyone has provided a gift in their will to support their parish 
or other Church ministry, let the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
know. Supporters will be enrolled in the Bishop Meerschaert Legacy 
Society and will be invited to future society activities. Visit cfook.
org/legacysociety or call (405) 721-4115.

Archbishop Coakley spoke during the first Meerschaert Legacy Society luncheon 
on Oct. 20 at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. Photos Rosalinda 
Rivera.

On Nov. 2, All Soul’s Day, Sr. Barbara Joseph Foley, Fr. Rex Arnold, two 
members of the Order of Malta and Resurrection Cemetery staff interred 
the first cremated re-
mains into a crypt pur-
chased by Sr. Barbara 
Joseph at Resurrection 
Memorial Cemetery in 
Oklahoma City. The 
crypt will be the final 
resting place for the 
cremated remains of 
those who had no fam-
ily to provide a proper 
burial, including those 
who were orphaned 
and those who’s family 
didn’t have the means 
to pay for a proper 
burial. Fr. Arnold, chaplain of Sr. 
BJ’s Pantry, a ministry to homeless 
men and women in Oklahoma City, 
blessed the space and interred the 
remains of two individuals. The first 
was Claude Boswell, a homeless gen-
tleman who Sr. BJ’s Pantry worked 
with during his life. The second indi-
vidual was a man who died in 2008, 
was cremated and never claimed by 
his family. Both now have been pro-
vided a final resting place thanks to 
the efforts of Sr. Barbara Joseph and 
those who support Sr. BJ’s Pantry. 
The crypt will be opened twice per 
year in order to inter any others who 
have died and were not provided 
with a proper burial.

Sister BJ’s Pantry Homeless Friends Crypt
Blessing and First Interment
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