
As the number of coronavirus cases 
and hospitalization were rising daily 
around the nation, dedicated Catholic 
men and women within the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City were serving on 
the frontlines, helping others, caring 
for the sick, protecting and serving 
the communities, and educating stu-
dents through it all.

While people were told to stay home, 
these unsung heroes were in the 
middle of the pandemic every day. 
Dedicated people such as health care 
professionals, educators, city workers, 
law enforcement officers, food sup-
pliers and emergency management 
teams helped those in need, leaning 
on their Catholic faith to get them 
through.
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Go Make Disciples

Sister BJ’s Pantry has taken the ministry 
on the road with the use of a new “mo-
bile meals” bus. Going mobile allows 
volunteers to bring meals, clothing and 

even prayer to their friends on the streets while 
helping keep everyone safe during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“It’s really one of the few ways we can get out 
there and see our friends who are still on the 
street because we can’t have large gatherings 
anymore,” Sister Barbara Joseph said.

Sister BJ’s mobile meals travel around down-
town Oklahoma City on Sunday mornings in 
search of those who need assistance. She said 
she recognizes the impact her ministry has on 

Frontline workers lean on Catholic faith while 
serving during pandemic
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Sr. BJ’s Pantry gains new bus to 
deliver meals, hope

Church 
celebrates Christ 

the King while 
nation celebrates 

Thanksgiving

Sr. Barbara Joseph sits in her new “mobile meals” bus that helps feed the homeless. Photo provided. 

continued on page 7

Michelle 
DeLeon, 
a labor and 
delivery 
nurse at 
Oklahoma 
Children’s 
Hospital. 
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After the Spanish Flu 100 years 
ago, Pope Pius XI gave Catholics 
the Feast Day of Christ the King 
to “hasten the return of society to 
our loving savior.” 

Christ has always been known 
as the King. As Saint Paul told 
the Philippians, “At the name of 
Jesus, every knee should bend 
of those in heaven, and on earth, 
and under the earth.” In Revela-
tions 19:16, “Christ is referred as 
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Elk City parish prepares to celebrate 50 years

minors. However, the psycholo-
gists who treated and worked with 
“Priest 1” found his claims of being 
a victim of McCarrick credible and 
told Bishop Hughes and others of 
their assessments.

The allegations by “Priest 1” 
reached the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith between 
2004 and 2005 after he petitioned 
the office for recourse concerning 
restrictions on his ministry. That 
information apparently reached 
Pope Benedict XVI, who then 
reversed his decision in 2005 to 
extend for two years the 75-year-
old McCarrick’s term in Washing-
ton, D.C., and instead to have him 
step down.

McCarrick negotiated the terms 
of his retirement with Cardinal 
Giovanni Re, then head of the 
Congregation for Bishops, to be 
after Easter 2006.

Although there were rumors he 
had been a victim, “Priest 2” avoid-
ed media inquiries in 2002 because 
he had left the priesthood, started 
a family and was not prepared to 
“turn my life upside down.”

By 2004, his signed statement 
alleging sexual harassment by 
McCarrick had gone to the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh’s review board and 
to then-Bishop Donald Wuerl, who 
sent it to the U.S. nuncio, Arch-
bishop Gabriel Montalvo. The for-
mer priest also had informed the 
Diocese of Metuchen in 2004.

“Priest 2” eventual entered into 
a confidential settlement agree-
ment in 2005 with the Dioceses of 
Metuchen and Trenton and Arch-
diocese of Newark for his claims of 
sexual harassment by McCarrick. 
Archbishop John J. Meyers of 
Newark, who then discovered there 
had been at least one other settle-
ment by the Diocese of Metuchen, 
told the nuncio about the 2005 
settlement. The Vatican report 
found no record that “Priest 2’s” 
statement was ever given to offi-
cials in Rome.

“Priest 3,” who said he was sex-
ually assaulted by McCarrick on 
different occasions in 1991, told 
his confessor of the abuse in 1993, 
and his confessor urged him to tell 
his bishop, Bishop Hughes, which 
he did in 1994.

The bishop advised him to for-
give McCarrick for the good of the 
Church, and the priest did not 
discuss the incidents again until 
2010.

He filed a civil complaint in New 
Jersey in 2011 regarding both Mc-
Carrick and Bishop Paul Bootkoski 
of Metuchen, and he wrote to the 
nuncio, Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano in 2012, who relayed the 
matter to Cardinal Marc Ouellet, 
head of the bishops’ congregation, 
who then gave Archbishop Viga-
no specific instructions on how to 
investigate the matter further.

“Priest 3” said in the report that 
he was never contacted again by 
the nuncio, who instead contacted 

Bishop Bootkoski, who said “Priest 
3” was not credible or reliable.

Msgr. Dominic Bottino, vo-
cations director under Bishop 
James McHugh of Camden, said 
he witnessed McCarrick, appar-
ently inebriated, at a small private 
dinner in a Newark catering hall 
groping a terrified “young cleric” in 
1990 in the presence of the bishop 
and Auxiliary Bishop John Smith 
of Newark.

He never told anyone until 2018 
when he told his bishop, Bishop 
Dennis Sullivan of Camden, who 
then encouraged him to imme-
diately send a written account 
to the U.S. nuncio, Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre. He gave his 
testimony “to relieve any burden of 
conscience that I had about that 
incident and to provide informa-
tion” about McCarrick.

“Priest 4” said that in 1984 and 
1985, McCarrick made inappropri-
ate physical contact with him that 
felt “odd and creepy” but did not 
seem sexual at the time. Howev-
er, he said he later was sexually 
accosted by McCarrick during 
an overnight stay at the Sea Girt 
beach house.

“Priest 4” said he told the dio-
cese’s director of vocations, Msgr. 
Anthony Gambino, who made him 
feel he had been at fault for mak-
ing such serious allegations and 
told him he would need counseling 
and might not be ordained.

When “Priest 4” repelled the sex-
ual advances of Jesuit Father Ed-

ward Zogny, the counselor Msgr. 
Gambino arranged for, “Priest 4” 
said he felt the whole thing was a 
setup with a clear message that 
complaining about his bishop 
would be useless.

“Priest 4” said he told his bish-
op, Bishop Edward Hughes, in 
1989 about the sexual assault at 
the beach house. The bishop was 
visibly angry and said he would 
take care of it. The report found no 
indication that anything of sub-
stance was done.

“Priest 4” did not tell anyone 
else until 2018, saying he had felt 
he did all he could do since “you 
couldn’t go higher than a bishop in 
a diocese.”

He told those compiling the re-
port that “if I had been listened to, 
things might have been different.”

He said he still feels angry and 
frustrated and finds it difficult to 
trust bishops because with his sit-
uation, they held so much power 
over him and others, and that this 
may be what prevents others from 
coming forward.

“Bishops need to understand 
that someone like me is a victim, 
too, and needs to be listened to, 
understood and taken seriously,” 
he said. “To address the problem 
that McCarrick represents, the hi-
erarchy must not remain passive, 
simply waiting for victims to come 
forward, but needs to actively seek 
victims, whether lay or clergy, and 
provide them with the assistance 
they need.”
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Saint Matthew Catholic Church is preparing 
to celebrate the parish’s 50th anniversary in 
December. Archbishop Coakley will celebrate 
Mass on Dec. 13. 

The first Masses were said at Saint Matthew 
on Dec. 5-6, 1970, after Bishop Victor Reed 
combined three parishes in the area – Saint 
Francis, Saint Joseph and Holy Family. Pa-
rishioners met in a temporary space until 1998 
when a permanent church was built. 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary, pa-
rishioner Don Greteman recalled his family’s 
history in the wide-open western portions of 
Oklahoma that led to Saint Matthew Catholic 
Church.

“Before I can adequately relate the history of 
this iconic church, I need to go to where it all 
began – Saint Francis.

I crossed Turkey Creek, a small tributary 
that runs one mile south of Canute and headed 
toward Saint Francis Cemetery. The cemetery 
lies a little more than a mile east of the old 
“two mile bar,” a leftover of one of the many 
oil busts of western Oklahoma. The site rested 
below a small hill dotted with pasture grass 
and fields of red sand surrounding what was 
once the home of a vibrant church community 
– Saint Francis Catholic Church, “the mother 
church” of western Oklahoma. 

In the latter part of the 19th century, Okla-
homa missionary priests from Saint Francis 
of Assisi in El Reno made the arduous jour-
ney west to minister to the pioneer families 
who had settled near an area that later would 
be known as Scheidel. Mass was said in the 
homes and dugouts of the pioneers until a 
small church was completed in March 1900. 
P.N. (Lippy) Schones had donated five acres of 

land for the site. Eight men volunteered to take 
their teams and wagons to Weatherford for the 
materials, a journey of two and a half days. A 
year later, two rooms were added to accommo-
date the resident pastor. In 1903, a new rectory 
was begun. It later lodged the Sisters of Mercy 
who staffed the school. The congregation was 
rapidly increasing, which resulted in the build-
ing of a new church in 1905.

In the cemetery lay pioneer Catholic families, 
mostly ethnic German immigrants who first 
settled in Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin and Minne-
sota, and later made the demanding journey to 
Oklahoma Territory.  

While the history of the Catholic Church in 
western Oklahoma began at Saint Francis, it 
quickly spread to the communities of Sayre, 
Elk City, Weatherford, Thomas, Clinton, Cor-
dell, Hobart and Mangum. A year before state-
hood, Bishop Theophile Meerschaert dedicated 
a new church, Saint Joseph Catholic Church in 
Elk City. In 1926, Saint Joseph Catholic School 
was built, and in 1926, the Canute members 
broke away from Saint Francis and established 
Holy Family Catholic Church. 

Unlike Saint Francis, the former church 
building was still standing, plus a rectory and 
the old gym. Since Holy Family was located on 
Route 66, the grotto had been a favorite tour-
ist stop in the 1950s and 1960s. Later, when 
Route 66 became Interstate 40, the town of Ca-
nute fell victim to the bypass. Local businesses 
closed due to the loss of traffic and the grotto 
attracted fewer tourists.

I made the eight-mile trek to Elk City via 
I-40 to visit the site of Saint Joseph Catholic 
Church. The former church building was now a 
community theater.  

The Catholic churches of Saint Francis, Holy 
Family and Saint Joseph served the needs of 

western Oklahoma Catholics for more than 80 
years. Although they shared a common faith, 
there was a sense of individualism in each 
parish. It was on Dec. 5 and 6, 1970, two very 
emotional days, Mass was celebrated for the 
last time in the three parishes.

The lack of priestly personnel and the finan-
cial pressure was too great to maintain three 
parishes. Bishop Reed wrote, “It is my sincere 
hope that you will mutually support Saint 
Matthew Church in a cooperative spirit in or-
der that it may grow into a parish community 
marked by fraternal love and regard for one an-
other, and to cooperate working together as a 
parish family, that future pastors will be happy 
to serve here.” 

A site on the eastern edge of Elk City was 
chosen as the home of the new parish. The 
members of the three parishes started worship-
ing in temporary quarters at Saint Matthew 
School. In 1998, a permanent church was dedi-
cated adjoining the school building. The new 
structure was dedicated to Saint Mary Magda-
lene.

The three-bell tower features bells from the 
three churches. The 10,000-square-foot church 
also has a crucifix from Saint Joseph; stations 
of the cross from Holy Family; and stained-
glass windows from Saint Francis. The church 
also features an outside mosaic of Saint Mat-
thew, a granite baptismal font with a water-
fall, a prayer garden, a reconciliation room, a 
sacristy and an audio-visual control room with 
seating for more than 500 people. 

Much has transpired in those 50 years. Saint 
Matthew and its sister community of Queen of 
All Saints Catholic Church in Sayre will cel-
ebrate a special milestone as they continue 
to reveal God’s presence to both Catholic and 
non-Catholic people in western Oklahoma.” 
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the less fortunate, but said her 
volunteers often receive as much 
good from the ministry as the peo-
ple they serve. 

“It happens all of the time,” she 
said. “The ministry helps the vol-
unteers’ faith. It shows them that 
God really does provide for us.”

Their new bus is one of the most 
recent examples of God’s continual 
provision for the ministry. 

Within one month of their idea to 
search for a bus, they had found 

and secured one. Sister Barbara 
Joseph said the day after they 
decided to purchase the bus, she 
opened a letter with a check inside 
big enough to cover its expense.

“It was kind of obvious,” she 
chuckled, “We were doing what the 
Lord was asking of us.” 

After the bus was acquired, 
renovations ensured they could 
keep people safe while providing 
the storage space needed. Over 
the next month, seats were pulled 
and shelving and a new plexiglass 
window were installed to allow 

volunteers to safely hand out food 
and other items. 

Ryan Maxwell, a volunteer for 
the past four years, said he saw a 
lot of people living on the 
street during the pandemic 
and wondered how many 
of those people could be 
found on Sunday morn-
ings. It didn’t take long for 
them to begin reconnecting 
with friends, old and new.

“We quickly learned we 
would be able to get them 
a hot breakfast, socks, 
hygiene products and blan-
kets,” Maxwell says. “Once 
you begin to make friends 
with people on the street, 
it’s hard on volunteers not 
to be able to see them. To 
reconnect with them was 
really great.”

The bus only has been in 
service since October, but 
volunteers already serve 
about 100 hot meals every 
Sunday.

The ministry is support-
ed by monetary gifts and 
volunteers, especially those 
from The Order of Malta of 
Saint Eugene, who get up 
early every Sunday to cook, 
assemble and package 
breakfast burritos. 

Pam Archer, a volunteer for the 
past six years, said it’s fun for her 
to yell out the window, “Hot break-
fast! Who wants a hot breakfast?!”

“I absolutely love it,” she said. 
Archer and her husband, Tim, vol-
unteer together for both the pantry 
and Sister BJ’s foot clinic. 

“It’s fun because when someone 
yells out the window, ‘Do you want 

a free hot breakfast?’ they are so 
happy and grateful. It’s just won-
derful.” 

The bus was blessed by Arch-

bishop Coakley and recently ap-
plied graphics to help people better 
identify it. 

To support Sister BJ’s mobile 
meals to help with gas and other 
expenses, go online to srbjpantry.
com. The pantry also has a Face-
book page. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

RestoreOKC is one of the national 
grants from the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development 
in the archdiocese. CCHD is the 
national anti-poverty program of 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, work-
ing to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ. 
It is overseen by the USCCB Domestic Justice 
and Human Development Committee for which 
Archbishop Coakley serves as chairman.  

With support from CCHD, RestoreOKC creat-
ed a program called Restore Farms that part-
ners with the northeast side of Oklahoma City. 
The farms’ mission is to, “empower our youth 
with experiences in basic job skills, sustainable 
agriculture, entrepreneurship and incentivize 
graduation and higher education for long-term 
community opportunity.” 

In northeast Oklahoma City, 73 percent of 
children live below the poverty level. The com-
munity also has the highest school dropout 
rates and incarceration rates in the nation. 
Children are struggling and being systemical-

ly left behind and have limited access to food 
compared to surrounding communities. 

“People have a lot of assumptions as to why 
the youth in our community dropout of school; 
lazy, not smart enough. However, that is 100 
percent not the truth for our interns. They are 
so smart; the truth is they are trying to meet 
their basic needs. We have kids who work to 
provide their family with food. School feels like 
a fantasy for them,” said Ann Miller, farm di-
rector of Restore Farms.

Restore Farms focuses on providing job train-
ing for youth in the community and healthy 
food access for the neighborhood. 

Restore Farms hired 15 students in middle 
school and high school to intern at the farms. 
They learn about agriculture, landscaping and 
basic job skills. Most importantly, they learn 
responsibility and increase personal develop-
ment alongside their peers.

Upon graduation from high school and the 
Restore Farms internship program, the in-
terns can attend college with a full scholarship 
at one of the universities partnered with the 
program. Currently, Langston University is 
the only partnered university, but the program 

continues to grow. Restore Farms focuses on 
teaching this generation the importance of giv-
ing to their community, so the next generation 
has the confidence to continue doing the same. 

A Restore Farm intern said their favorite part 
of the job is harvesting and cooking with the 
food that grows in the garden. 

“We have guest chefs come and teach us how 
to cook, and I enjoy learning more about that 
because I want to become a chef.” 

Another intern said their favorite part is land-
scaping because “the hard work you put into 
something becomes pretty.” 

In addition to job training, Restore Farms 
creates and supplies healthy and affordable 
food. Restore Farms uses a grocery market, a 
community garden and organically grown food 
through their aquaponics system. 

Programs like Restore Farms rely on grants 
from the Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment to serve communities in the archdio-
cese. To learn more about CCHD, go online to 
usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-hu-
man-development. Provide a gift through the 
envelop provided for the national collection on 
Nov. 21-22 or check parish online offertory. 
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Catholic campaign helps bring affordable food, 
work experience to OKC communities

Volunteers help serve hot meals in Oklahoma City. Visit srbjpantry.com to learn 
more about this ministry. Photo provided.
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Sr. Barbara Joseph gets help customizing her 
new “mobile meals” bus to feed the homeless. 
Photo provided. 

CCHD national collection Nov. 21-22

By Brian Smith 
For the Sooner Catholic




