
On Nov. 7, 20 men of God were ordained 
as permanent deacons within the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. The ordination 

Mass was celebrated at the Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine and marked the culmination of a rigorous 
five-year formation journey. 

Deacon Norm Mejstrik, director of the permanent 
diaconate for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
noted this year’s deacon formation class’s rapid 
progress since beginning their formation more 
than four years ago. He said the candidate couples 
possess a deep spirituality that was strengthened 
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Go Make Disciples

Archbishop Coakley elected president of USCCB

Archbishop Paul Coakley 
emerged from a list of 10 can-
didates in a vote Nov. 11 to be 
named president of the United 
State Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops.

Archbishop Coakley, who has 
served as archbishop of Oklahoma 

City since 2010, was elected on the 
third ballot during the second day 
of the USCCB Fall Plenary Assem-
bly in Baltimore. He will step into 
the role immediately.

“I’m humbled by the trust which 
my brother bishops have placed 
in me by choosing me to serve as 
president of our episcopal confer-
ence,” Archbishop Coakley said. 
“When I became a bishop, I chose 
as my episcopal motto, ‘Duc in 

altum,’ or ‘Put Out into the Deep.’
“Once again, the Lord is inviting 

me to put out into deep waters in 
calling me to accept this service 
and burden of leadership today. 
I accept it in faith and with great 
hope.”

The 10 candidates on the ballot 
were selected by the bishops. The 
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By John Helsley 
The Sooner Catholic

Christ to others: 20 candidates 
ordained as permanent deacons

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Twenty men were ordained to the permanent diaconate by Archbishop Coakley on Nov. 7 at the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine in Oklahoma City. Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

‘I believe everyone 
deserves a final 
resting place’
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By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

The procession toward the mau-
soleum at Resurrection Memorial 
Cemetery stood fitting for All Souls 
Day.

All souls.

Sister BJ’s commitment to the 
homeless carries on

Archbishop Coakley celebrated a 
Mass of Christian Burial for homeless 
people on All Souls’ Day. Photo Chris 
Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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On Nov. 2, All Souls Day, the 
unclaimed remains of 45 depart-
ed souls were solemnly carried 
to their final resting place. Arch-
bishop Coakley led the procession, 
which included knights and dames 
of The Order of Malta. 

The remains of each, whose 
names were written on the urns, 
were prayed over as the urn was 
carried to the crypt at the mauso-
leum, to be finally interred.

Sister Barbara Joseph Foley, 
C.S.T., who started the annual tra-
dition of honoring those unclaimed 
three years ago, said “I wanted it 
to be personal and prayerful.”

A day to honor the deceased, All 
Souls Day is a time to recognize 
and pray for all who have died. 
At Resurrection Cemetery, that 
extends to those unclaimed, with a 
Mass of Remembrance, celebrated 
by Archbishop Coakley in the Our 
Lady of Sorrows Chapel, preceding 
interment. 

“We are like brothers and sis-
ters,” Sister BJ said. “This cause 
is close to their heart, too, so they 
are part of it.”

This special Mass for the home-
less was first held in 2022 after 
Sister BJ learned of the shocking 
number of remains that go un-
claimed. 

“In my heart, I felt called as a 
work of mercy to bury all these 
people and make sure they have a 
final resting place,” said Sister BJ. 
“It was so beautiful that I decided I 
wanted to do it every year.” 

A long-time advocate for the 
homeless, Sister BJ opened Sister 
BJ’s pantry at NW 4 and Clas-
sen nearly 20 years ago. Through 
donations made to the pantry, she 
was able to purchase a crypt, and 
the unclaimed remains of 90 men 
and women were interred the first 
year the Mass was held. 

“For me, this is an extension 
of the Corporal Work of Mercy of 
burying the dead,” Sister BJ said. 
“I believe everyone deserves a final 
resting place.” 

The crypt, which can hold the 
remains of 300 people, is expected 
to be full by next year. 

Through donations raised by 
Nolan Reilly, director of music and 
organist at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, a second 
crypt was purchased, allowing for 
the interment of an additional 300 
unclaimed remains.

Sister BJ called her mission to 
provide the deceased with the dig-
nity of proper interment “a beauti-
ful way to honor homeless people 
– people who have names.”  

Jason Zimdars, regional hos-
pitaller for the Order of Malta, 
described the event as a way to 
provide Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy, “by burying and 
praying for the dead.” 

“This is one of the highlights of 
each year for our members,” he 
said of the order, “and it’s impossi-
ble to not be moved emotionally by 
the experience.”

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated a Mass of Christian Burial for homeless people on All Souls’ Day, Nov. 2, in the Our Lady of Sorrows Chapel at Resurrection Me-
morial Cemetery in Oklahoma City. Sr. Barbara Joseph Foley, of Sr. BJ’s Pantry, organized the first Mass for homeless friends in 2022. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner 
Catholic.
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incumbent president and vice pres-
ident, Archbishop Timothy Broglio 
and Archbishop William Lori, are 
stepping down as their three-year 
terms expire.

After two rounds of voting, the 
third vote was cast with only Coak-
ley and Bishop Daniel E. Flores of 
the Diocese of Brownsville (Texas) 
remaining, Coakley winning 128-
109. Flores was elected vice pres-
ident in a subsequent vote of the 
remaining nine candidates.

Archbishop Coakley, a bish-
op since 2004 having previously 
served in the Diocese of Salina, has 
been serving in the role of USCCB 
secretary but will surrender that 
position as president.

“I ask for the prayers of all of 

the clergy, religious women and 
men and the faithful of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said. “I have great 
confidence in the staff of both the 
USCCB and our own archdiocese. 
They will help me shoulder these 
responsibilities.

“Please pray that I may be a faith-
ful steward and a wise servant of 
unity and communion with our 
Holy Father, Pope Leo, and with my 
brother bishops and priests.”

To be elected, the bishop must 
receive a simple majority of the vot-
ing bishops. After the president is 
selected from the 10-person slate, 
a vote is then taken among the 
remaining nine candidates for vice 
president.

The list of candidates:
n   Bishop Robert E. Barron, Dio-

cese of Winona-Rochester
n Archbishop Paul S. Coakley, 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
n Bishop Daniel E. Flores, Dio-

cese of Brownsville
n Archbishop Richard G. Hen-

ning, Archdiocese of Boston
n Bishop David J. Malloy, Dio-

cese of Rockford
n Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez, 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia
n Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, Di-

ocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend
n Archbishop Alexander K. 

Sample, Archdiocese of Portland in 
Oregon
n Archbishop Charles C. 

Thompson, Archdiocese of India-
napolis
n Archbishop Edward J. 

Weisenburger, Archdiocese of De-
troit

Weisenburger is a former priest 
and vicar general in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.

The only previous USCCB pres-
ident with Oklahoma ties was 
Archbishop John R. Quinn, who 
served as archbishop of Oklahoma 
City from 1971 to 77, before being 
appointed Archbishop of San Fran-
cisco, where he was when elected.

Archbishop Coakley’s record as 
a bishop is noted for his staunch 
defense for a culture of life, stand-
ing strong against both abortion 
and the death penalty. This year, 
he has criticized President Donald 
Trump’s mass deportation efforts, 
while also maintaining that coun-
tries have a right to protect their 
borders.

John Helsley is editor of the Soon-
er Catholic.
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BALTIMORE – Archbishop Coakley was elected 
as the next president of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, succeeding Archbishop Tim-
othy P. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese for the 
Military Services, who served in that office since 
2022.

Archbishop Coakley sat down with OSV News 
to discuss his new leadership role in the confer-
ence. The interview has been edited for length 
and clarity.

OSV News: What do you hope to bring to your 
exercise of the office of president in the next 
three years?

Archbishop Coakley: I would like to demon-

strate that we as bishops of the United States 
are far more unified pastorally, fraternally than 
is often portrayed in a lot of the media and a lot 
of people’s imaginations. The narrative is out 
there that the American bishops are divided, 
we’re polarized, and that’s not been my expe-
rience. I think there’s a lot more mutual un-
derstanding and support for one another and 
genuine friendship among us. So I would like 
to be able to show that over the course of the 
presidency that I’m embarking upon – that we 
are a wonderful fraternal body and united in this 
common mission as successors of the apostles in 
the United States.

OSV News: The issue of immigration is one 
of the political issues that most would agree is 
dividing Catholics at this moment. What do you 
think could be the most effective in helping the 
faithful build a truly Catholic perspective on this 
issue?

Archbishop Coakley: One thing that comes 
to mind is to help our people see this not as 
a political right or left, red or blue issue, (but 
as) a concern that we share as members of the 
Body of Christ, as Christians, as members of 
the baptized – certainly, as bishops and priests. 
We have concern for our brothers and sisters, 
for their well-being, that their human dignity be 
respected and protected and promoted. But we 
also have a concern for our nation – that every-
body deserves to live in security and peace. And 
so we have a responsibility as a nation to pro-
tect our own borders and promote access to this 
nation in a legal fashion. Reform of our immigra-
tion policies would be so beneficial for everybody 
in this nation.

OSV News: Archbishop (James F.) Checchio 
said yesterday in his presentation to the bishops 
on the conference budget, “Times have changed, 
but our physical structure has not. And the 
way we do business largely remains the same.” 
Drawing from your experience of leadership so 
far in this conference, what would you say might 
need to change about the way the conference 
does business?

Archbishop Coakley: Well, we certainly need 
to be good stewards of our assets and resourc-
es. I’m not sure if Archbishop Checchio was 
referring to the physical USCCB headquarters. 
If so, I would tend to agree. We have a beautiful 

facility, a beautiful building, but it’s being un-
derutilized right now. We’d like to find a good, 
practical and economically feasible way of being 
good stewards of that resource.

OSV News: No question, it’s an exciting time in 
the church right now in the United States, with 
the election of the first U.S.-born pope. How do 
you hope to best be of service to him as presi-
dent of the U.S. bishops’ conference?

Archbishop Coakley: I really look forward 
to meeting Pope Leo – as a bishop, as a fellow 
American, as a Catholic. I would like to be able 
to have a line of communication with him, an 
opportunity to help share our perspectives, that 
is on behalf of the bishops, on how things are 
here in the United States. I don’t know where his 
information sources might be, I’m sure they’re 
trustworthy and good, but I want him to under-
stand our United States Catholic lived reality, 
and particularly our love and support for him 
and for his predecessors. I think that American 
Catholics have been historically very support-
ive of Rome and the papacy, not just financially 
but spiritually. There’s a great love for the pope 
among our American Catholics, and I want him 
to experience that from us.

OSV News: The church in the U.S. is expe-
riencing growth, in many areas including your 
own. But there is also what appears to be a 
general overarching decline of our institutional 
footprint across the country, with closures and 
mergers of parishes, schools and other facilities. 
How would you encourage Catholics observing 
this decline to keep the faith?

Archbishop Coakley: Our institutions obvi-
ously are very important, but the church is more 
than its institutions. So my encouragement for 
Catholics is to remain rooted in Jesus Christ, 
to become disciples, to live that discipleship in 
terms of mission. And I think that’s how the 
church will be revitalized, as we have a renewed 
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ and 
under the power of his Spirit, to serve him in 
our parishes, in our schools, communities, our 
homes and families, particularly among our lay 
Catholics, to be the light, to be the leaven that 
we’re called to be. And to the extent that we do 

By Michael R. Heinlein  
OSV News

Elected USCCB president, Coakley talks 
immigration, Vigano criticism, lifting up saints

Archbishop Paul Coakley was elected as the next 
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
on Nov. 11 during the USCCB Fall Plenary Assembly 
in Baltimore. Photo OSV. continued on page 20




