Advent Bible Study
December 3,10,17
7:00 PM

Carol Walk
December 14 beginning at 6:00 PM

Children’s Pageant
December 21 at 10:00 AM

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24 at 7:30 PM

Combined Worship Service
December 28 at 10:00 AM

Oakmont United Methodist Church

419 Maryland Ave
Oakmont, PA 15139

2'

‘ e & : Oakmont United Methodist Church

M - December 2025 /

& January 2026
-WF3 " Newsletter

Beloved Church Family,
Remain strong in the Lord, humble in heart and lowly in spirit.

Many of us hesitate to ask for favors, make requests, share our beliefs, or take risks. We fear
rejection, dread hearing “no,” and often recoil at criticism.

Even knowing that people can only answer yes or no—as Matthew 5:37 reminds us: “Let your
word be ‘Yes, Yes’or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one, “does not make
it easier. Yet the ability to say yes or no, and to stand by it, is a sign of character, firmness, and
strength. Still, most of us are never prepared for the answer no. But no is still an answer.

As children of God, we must learn to receive no as part of our spiritual discipline and Christian
maturity. Scripture teaches us to be persistent and to make ourselves vulnerable in asking, but
persistence does not guarantee that we will always hear yes, get what we desire, or be spared
from disappointment. In fact, we may at times become more familiar with hearing no.

One of the striking moments in the story of Jesus’ birth is that Mary and Joseph were told there
was no room in the inn. They respected the innkeeper’s decision and moved on. This reminds us
that in moments of crisis, it is not always necessary, or even possible, to change someone’s
mind or overturn their decision, even when their refusal seems unjust, illogical, or unkind.

The story of Christ’s birth, and the simple line, “no room in the inn,”” is more than liberating. It
reassures us that God is sovereign and will make a way. In this season of hope, as you say yes to
Christ- yes to love, freedom, joy, hope, and peace- remember that others may still be saying no
to these very things. Let us accept their no, continue loving them, pray for them, and shine the
light of Christ, light that no darkness can extinguish.

Walk in the light and live in the light!
Rev. Natoya Thomas-Smith



HOPE CIRCLE
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
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HUNTER
WE WERE THE LUCKY ONES
Hope Circle will meet on Thursday, January 8th, at 11:00 a.m. in the Adult Sunday School
Room to discuss One Good Thing by Georgia Hunter. 1940, Emilia Romagna. Lili and Esti
have been best friends since meeting at the University of Ferrara; when Esti’s son Theo is
born, they become as close as sisters. There is a war being fought across borders, and in
Italy, Mussolini’s Racial Laws have deemed Lili and Esti descendants of an ‘inferior’ Jewish
race, but life somehow goes on—until Germany invades northern Italy, and the friends find
themselves in occupied territory

Esti, older and fiercely self-assured, convinces Lili to flee first to a villa in the countryside to
help hide a group of young war orphans, then to a convent in Florence, where they pose as
nuns and forge false identification papers for the Underground. When disaster strikes at the
convent, a critically wounded Esti asks Lili to take a much bigger step: To go on the run
with Theo. Protect him while Esti can’t.

Terrified to travel on her own, Lili sets out on an epic journey south toward Allied territory,
through Nazi-occupied villages and bombed-out cities, doing everything she can to keep
Theo safe.

A remarkable tale of friendship, motherhood, and survival, One Good Thing is a tender
reminder that love for another person, even amidst darkness and uncertainty, can be reason

to keep going. (From the publisher)

Please consider Hope Circle, a place to enjoy fellowship and conversation.

GENERAL FUND NUMBERS FOR OCTOBER

Balance 9/30/2025 -$4,855.31
Income $10,781.00
Expenses $15,188.65
Transfer in (proceeds from concert) $518.16
Balance 10/31/2025 -$8,744.80

Did you know that the Caring Ministry helps care for our congregation, particularly people

who may not be able to get to church anymore?

The Caring Ministry team provides: monthly cards and phone calls, flowers, rides for doctor

visits, meals, babysitting, and Christmas cookies.

The Caring Ministry is made up of a team of people who take one or two months a year to
send cards or deliver altar flowers to brighten someone’s day. Other people volunteer to
provide meals or rides to someone who needs extra support temporarily. The monthly Caring
Ministry volunteers are: Nancy Standifur, Laura Sawyers-Villers, Christianne McCall, Karen
Sweetland, Rose Miller, Nikole Martini, Kim Murray, Sherry Lauffer, Donna Jacka, and
Sharen Lenkey. After many years of amazing leadership from Nancy Standifur, Becky
Houston is coordinating the team. Please let Becky know if you are interested in volunteer-

ing for a month or helping with any of the other services the Caring Ministry provides.

The purpose of the Oakmont United Methodist Church is to grow in our dedication to the
worship of God, the teaching of God’s word and the caring ministry of Christ. We do this

through Jesus’ grace, mercy, and love which we share with the world through our daily living.




PRAYER CONCERNS

We remain in prayer for Audra Assad, Randal Burdelski, EmmaLlee Crannell, Diane and Donald
Dezzutti, Lew Ferguson, John Froehlich, Beth Harley, Joann Hildebrand, John Hildebrand, Julia

IANUARY

1 Laurel Rotter Lenkey, Sharen Lenkey, Tom Murray, Marigene Nelson, and Cathy Smierciak. May the Lord

3 JoAnn Hildebrand

Jessica Jacka

4 William Ashbaugh

hold them close and comfort them with the assurance of God’s steadfast presence.

5 Cory Kircher Alex Caruso
Aic;]en Sciullo 7 Carol Ovamio IN SYMPATHY
6 Becky Houston 10 Terry Kaminsky Our sympathy and prayers go out to the family and friends of Lucille Byers who
Maggie Kate Steimer 11 Julia Lenkey passed away on November 4.
8 Jim Anderson Diane McCutcheon
Terri Aubele Jason Smierciak
9 Gwyneth Fichte 12 Bo Anderson NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Leah Lacey 16 Oliver Huha Articles are due January 15th for the February newsletter.
13 Duncan Jones Christine Smith If you would like to receive your newsletter by email, please call the church office or send
15 Ashley Rajkowski 19 Kylie Briggs us a message at oakmontumc(@gmail.com
16 Jennifer Binkley 20 Ryley Handyside
18 Bonnie Allison Rose Miller
20 Randal Burdelski 22 Jim Beiber
Matthew Rajkowski Chris Chapa W
Marcus Shaffer 26 Gladys Fichte
21 Derek Banas Beth Harley
James Denny 27 Michelle Walsh A message from SPRC:
25 Colleen Briggs 28 Candice Awes As the Advent season is once again upon us, it’s a time to be reminded of all our Blessings and
26 Cheryl McClain Bruce DeTurck to keep in mind the true meaning of Christmas. As we prepare for Christmas and the sharing of
Angel Steimer Steven Hein . _ -~ . ’ o
27 Donald Dezzutti 29 Taylor Kennedy gifts with our families and friends, let’s also remember to show our love and appreciation to our
Gregory Gaughan 30 Marty Kennedy hard working staff for all they do for us. We are thankful for our staff as they all give so much
30 Joy Cottrill Beth Orbin time and effort to keep our church running smoothly. SPRC will be collecting money to
31 Genevieve Casarcia Arika Simmers distribute to our staff as a Christmas present from the OUMC. Please deliver your contributions

Please call the church office and let us know about your very special day!

31 Catherine Rosfeld

We apologize if we inadvertently missed your birthday.

to either the church office or to any SPRC member by December 14. If you place a check in
the collection plate or bag, please be sure to mark “staff Christmas gift” on the check. Thank

you very much for your consideration of this request!



Poinscllia
Orders

Poinsettias to surround the altar on Christmas Eve must be ordered and paid for by
December 7 at a cost of $11.00 each. Please complete the form below and return
it to the church office with your check made payable to OUMC. You may take

your poinsettias following the Christmas Eve service.

RED WHITE

Ordered by

In Memory of

In Honor of

You also have the option of making donations toward the purchase of Giant Eagle
gift certificates for the local food bank.  Your name will also be listed in the
Christmas Eve bulletin with the names of those who order poinsettias. Donations

must be received by December 7.

Amount donated for the food bank

By

In Memory of

In Honor of

Christmas
COOKIES

NEEDED

Please consider making cookies for this
year’s Carol Walk & for delivery to our
shut-ins for Christmas
Complete the form and place it in the
offering plate or return to the church office

NAME e




