
 

 
 

ISLAND OF SARK 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of the CHIEF PLEAS to be held on 
THURSDAY 7th MAY 2020 at 7.00 PM 
(This Meeting Will Be Held Remotely) 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. MATTERS ARISING from the Extraordinary Meeting of Chief Pleas held 

on Wednesday, 19th March 2020. 

2. To CONSIDER a Report with Propositions from the POLICY and 
FINANCE COMMITTEE entitled “Isle of Sark Shipping Company 
Limited - Funding Requirement“(copy enclosed). 

 

REGULATIONS LAID BEFORE CHIEF PLEAS 

Emergency Powers (Coronavirus) (General Provision) (Bailiwick of 
Guernsey) (Amendment) Regulations, 2020  

(Came into operation on the 24 April 2020) 

 
 
6th May 2020      Lt Col RJ Guille MBE

      Speaker of Chief Pleas 
 
NOTES: 
 
1. This meeting has been called under The Reform (Sark) Law, 2008, 

Section 32 (2) (b) “by the Speaker, with the consent of the Seigneur.”  

2. Under the Provisions of Rule 12(11) of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Chief Pleas of Sark the Speaker of Chief Pleas has waived the notice 
required and allowed this meeting to be called at lesser notice.  

3. Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions the Agenda, Reports and 
Supporting Papers may only be seen on the Sark Government Website at  
www.sarkgov.co.uk 

 

http://www.guernseylegalresources.gg/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=124633&p=0
http://www.guernseylegalresources.gg/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=124633&p=0
http://www.sarkgov.co.uk/


ITEM 2 
 

POLICY & FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Report with Propositions to Extraordinary Chief Pleas, 7th May 2020 
 

ISLE OF SARK SHIPPING COMPANY LIMITED  - FUNDING 
REQUIREMENT 

Chief Pleas will be aware of the need for funding by the shipping company following their 
acquisition of the vessel Corsaire des Iles, presently lying in France. The purchase was 
effected without recourse to an agreed bank loan, and that loan is not available as the bank 
cannot take a charge over the vessel until it is on the UK Register.  Chief Pleas have 
guaranteed the loan which will not now be drawn down, in addition Chief Pleas resisted the 
Bank request to allow the £300k guarantee to be available to meet on going company 
expenditure as that would have meant guaranteeing unsecured liabilities of the company 
thus increasing the element of risk to Chief Pleas. 

The intervention of the Pandemic Covid 19 has entailed a wholesale review of the financial 
forecasts for the Shipping Company, and its borrowing requirements. As the Company had 
not received the loan it had exhausted and exceeded its agreed finance limits with the Bank. 
It has a need to pay liabilities and for the last 2 weeks Chief Pleas have been funding the 
wages and salaries and these funds will be added to the existing loan to Isle of Sark 
Shipping by Chief Pleas and under the same conditions. Matters reached a head on Sunday 
morning when the Managing Director wrote to two Committee chairmen saying that if certain 
conditions were not met the Board would put the company into administration. 

Urgent discussions have taken place with the company bankers since Monday. A suggested 
solution has been reached which Policy & Finance are recommending to Chief Pleas. 

At present the company overdraft is expected to reduce to £200k now. The Board have 
requested that it is fixed instead at £220k. The bank holds a guarantee for £150k and 
requires a further guarantee for the difference of £70k. This is understandable and Policy 
and Finance recommend that Chief Pleas authorise this increase.  

The bank also requires cash injection by Chief Pleas of up to £30k, by way of loan to the 
Company. This amount could take the form of payment of further wages and salaries. 

The projections for the company which are based upon virtually no passengers during the 
remainder of the visitor season show a requirement for a borrowing of £600k by this time 
next year, an increase of £350k over the existing level. The Bank are proposing to advance 
a loan of £350k to be drawn in five tranches of at least £50k on the signature of the Sark 
Treasurer and a Company Director. That loan will be secured on those vessels which are in 
Guernsey waters and on the British Register, will be unlimited as to amount, and will be 
further guaranteed by Chief Pleas. As this guarantee is to back a secured loan the exposure 
of Chief Pleas will be limited to the shortfall in the asset value as against the loan. 



This new loan will be for a 5 - year period and with interest only payments for the first 12 
months.   

Policy & Finance are happy to recommend these proposals to Chief Pleas in order to ensure 
that our lifeline service is maintained, if only in the present circumstances for cargo. There 
remains the outstanding matter of the vessel in France which is owned by the company. This 
compromise has been reached without recourse to the value inherent in that vessel, but that 
should provide additional comfort to both the Bank and to Chief Pleas when it is ultimately 
released. 

Proposition 1: That Chief Pleas authorise the Policy & Finance Committee to provide 
funds not exceeding £30,000 (Thirty Thousand Pounds Only) to the Isle Of Sark 
Shipping Company Limited, this amount to be added to the existing loan and under 
the same terms and conditions. If the total wages and salaries paid on behalf of the 
company prior to 31st May 2020 is less than £30k then the balance will be paid over. 

Proposition 2: That Chief Pleas agree retrospectively to the payment provided to Isle 
of Sark Shipping for the payment of wages and salaries. 

Proposition 3: That Chief Pleas authorise the Chairman of the Policy & Finance 
Committee to execute a guarantee to the lending bank to Isle of Sark Shipping 
Company Limited by way of an extension to the agreed overdraft facility in the 
amount of £70,000(Seventy Thousand Pounds only). 

Proposition 4:  That Chief Pleas authorise the Chairman of the Policy & Finance 
Committee to execute a guarantee to the lending bank to Isle of Sark Shipping 
Company Limited to support secure lending in the amount of £350,000 (Three 
hundred and Fifty Thousand Pounds Only), such funds to be released in five  
tranches of at least £50,000 (Fifty Thousand Pounds only)  as authorised by the 
Treasurer of the Island of Sark and one Director of Isle of Sark Shipping.  

 

 

 

Conseiller Peter la Trobe-Bateman 

Chairman, Policy & Finance Committee. 



 

GUERNSEY STATUTORY INSTRUMENT  

2020 No. 

 

The Emergency Powers (Coronavirus) (General 

Provision)  (Bailiwick of Guernsey) (Amendment) 

Regulations, 2020 

Made 23rd April, 2020 

Coming into operation 24th April, 2020 

Laid before the States  , 2020 

 

 WHEREAS there are one or more persons within the Bailiwick who are or may 

be infected with Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2, resulting in the 

occurrence of an emergency within the meaning of the Civil Contingencies (Bailiwick 

of Guernsey) Law, 2012a; 

 

AND WHEREAS one or more persons within the Bailiwick have died after 

being infected with Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2; 

 

 AND WHEREAS the Civil Contingencies Authority ("the Authority") (having 

consulted the Medical Officer of Health in respect of the risk to public health created 

thereby and by the spread of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2, the 

virus causing the disease COVID-19, and in respect of the measures necessary to 

prevent or slow the spread of infection) is satisfied that the conditions set out in section 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

a  Order in Council No. XIV of 2012; amended by Ordinance No. IX of 2016; and 

No. II of 2017. 



 

13 of the Law are satisfied, and that the following regulations contain only provisions 

which are appropriate for and proportionate to the purpose of preventing, controlling 

or mitigating the emergency referred to above; 

 

 AND WHEREAS the Authority is satisfied that the effect of the following 

regulations is in due proportion to that emergency, and that they are compatible with 

the Convention rights within the meaning of section 1 of the Human Rights (Bailiwick 

of Guernsey) Law, 2000b; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE THE AUTHORITY, in exercise of the powers conferred 

upon it by sections 12(1), 14 and 19 of the Law, and of all other powers enabling them 

in that behalf, hereby makes the following regulations: - 

 

Amendment of the General Provision Regulations: the General Election. 

 1. (1) The Emergency Powers (Coronavirus) (General Provision) 

(Bailiwick of Guernsey) Regulations, 2020c ("the General Provision Regulations") are 

amended as follows. 

 

(2) At the start of regulation 36, insert –  

 

"(1) The Reform (Guernsey) Law, 1948 shall apply as if 

modified as follows.". 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b  Order in Council No. XIV of 2000; amended by No. I of 2005; Ordinance No. 

XXXVII of 2001; No. XXXIII of 2003; No. XX of 2015; No. IX of 2016; No. XXVI of 2018; 

and G.S.I. No. 27 of 2006. 

c  G.S.I. No 51 of 2020. 



 

(3) Renumber the existing text of regulation 36 as paragraph (2), 

and for all the text in paragraph (2) before the inserted Article, substitute "Insert the 

following Article immediately after Article 3 –". 

 

(4) After paragraph (2) of regulation 36, insert – 

 

"(3) In Article 26(2), Article 30(2), and in Article 29 each time 

it appears, for "2020" substitute "2021".".  

 

  (5) Immediately after regulation 36, insert - 

 

"Disapplication of section 1 of the States Reform (Guernsey) Law, 2015. 

  36A. Section 1 of the States Reform (Guernsey) Law, 2015 is 

 disapplied.".  

 

Amendment of the General Provision Regulations: modification of the 

Government of Alderney Law. 

 2. (1) The General Provision Regulations are further amended as 

follows. 

 

(2) In regulation 37, for the inserted Part IVA substitute the 

following – 

                                                                "PART IVA 

                                    EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

Application. 

  55A. (1) This Part shall apply only in the circumstances set out in 

 subsection (2) and despite any other provisions of or under this Law. 



 

 

(2) The circumstances are that the President has made a 

determination, upon representations from the Civil Contingencies Authority, 

in the light of circumstances prevailing in Alderney in relation to Severe Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2, which make it appropriate for this Part 

to apply. 

 

(3) This Part shall cease to apply if the President makes a 

further determination, upon representations from the Civil Contingencies 

Authority in the light of circumstances prevailing in Alderney in relation to 

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2, that it is appropriate for it 

to cease to apply. 

People's Meetings. 

55B. (1) A people's meeting need not be held under section 42 

before a meeting of the States and subsection (2) shall apply to that States' 

meeting if a people's meeting has not been so held.   

 (2) After the reading of each item in the Billet d'État, the 

President shall call upon a member of the States to provide a report 

summarising relevant comments made in writing by members of the public in 

response to the publication of the Billet d'État under section 41 ("the report"); 

and Rules 9(1), 11 and 12 of the States of Alderney Rules of Procedure, shall 

apply as follows – 

(a) the last sentence of Rule 9(1) shall apply as if it 

referred to that member reporting the numbers 

and composition of people who had made such 

comments in writing, and 



 

(b) Rules 11 and 12 shall apply as if they referred to 

that member and the report. 

Public Attendance at meetings of the States. 

55C. States meetings need not be open to the public. 

Remote Meetings of the States. 

  55D. (1) The States may meet remotely.  

 

 (2) A member of the States, the Greffier or the person 

presiding in the States shall be treated for all purposes of or under this Law as 

present in a remote meeting of the States (including, but not limited to, the 

purpose of forming a quorum in accordance with section 45(3) or 55F) if, by 

means of electronic communications or telecommunications or otherwise – 

(a) the member, the Greffier or the person 

presiding, as the case may be, has declared that 

he or she is present, and 

(b) in the case of a member of the States or the 

Greffier, the person presiding has declared that 

the member or the Greffier, as the case may be, 

shall be treated as present, 

except where a member of the States is required to leave the remote meeting 

in accordance with any provision of or under this Law. 

 (3) For the purposes of this section, a meeting of the States 

is a remote meeting if members of the States and the person presiding 

communicate and vote during the meeting solely, or primarily, by means of 

electronic communications or telecommunications.   



 

Proxy voting at meetings of the States. 

  55E. (1) The President may prescribe certain reasons for absence 

("Authorised Absence") from a meeting of the States, which shall entitle a 

member of the States ("first member") to arrange for the first member's vote to 

be cast by another member acting as proxy if the first member's circumstances 

require the first member to take an Authorised Absence from a meeting of the 

States. 

   (2) The President shall make directions as to the manner in 

which proxy arrangements under subsection (1) shall operate in relation to an 

Authorised Absence. 

   (3) Despite section 55D(2), reasons for an Authorised 

Absence may include where a member is absent for only part of a meeting of 

the States  because it is necessary or expedient for the purposes of other States 

business or a member is unable to vote remotely due to a failure in 

telecommunications, electronic communications or other means of 

communication. 

Quorum at a meeting of the States. 

  55F. (1) The quorum at a meeting of the States is a minimum of 

5 States members holding office at the time of the meeting in addition to the 

person presiding at that meeting. 

   (2) Subsection (1) does not affect the provisions of section 

45(3) in relation to resolutions of the States to the extent that their 

implementation would require the amendment of this Law. 

New procedures applying to remote meetings of the States. 

  55G. (1) The following procedures shall apply where the States 

meet remotely. 



 

 

(2) The Greffier shall make arrangements to enable a 

member of the States who is absent at the start of a day on which there is a 

meeting of the States to declare that the member – 

 

(a) is present, 

 

(b) intends to follow proceedings, and 

 

(c) is able to vote by means of electronic 

communications, telecommunications or 

otherwise on that day. 

 

   (3) The Greffier shall inform the person presiding at the 

meeting of the States of the name of each member of the States who has made 

a declaration under subsection (2) and, the person presiding shall state that 

those members are present and instruct the Greffier to keep a record of that 

fact in the Official Report. 

   (4) Arrangements made by the Greffier shall include 

arrangements for members to make a declaration under subsection (2) after 

proceedings of the States have started; and the President may admit such a 

member to the remote meeting at any time. 

Modifications to the States of Alderney Rules of Procedure for remote 

meetings of the States. 

  55H. (1) The States of Alderney Rules of Procedure shall apply 

to remote meetings of the States with the following modifications. 

   (2) Rules 8(2) and 9(3) shall not apply. 



 

   (3) Rule 8(4) and the last sentence of Rule 8(5) shall apply 

as if each reference to "to withdraw from the precincts of the States" read "to 

leave the remote meeting of the States". 

   (4) Rule 16 shall apply as if "rising and" read "notifying the 

President by electronic communications or telecommunications". 

 

Power of Policy and Finance Committee to prescribe further rules of 

procedure in relation to remote meetings of the States. 

55I. (1) The Policy and Finance Committee may make rules of 

procedure applicable to remote meetings of the States supplementing relevant 

provisions of this Part and provision applying further modifications, for the 

purpose of such meetings, to the States of Alderney Rules of Procedure and 

any other rules of procedure relating to meetings of the States prescribed under 

section 45; and section 45 shall be construed accordingly. 

 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, and without prejudice to 

subsection (1), the States may – 

(a) prescribe rules of procedure applicable to remote 

meetings of the States, and 

(b) (whether meeting remotely or otherwise) resolve 

to amend, or revoke, rules of procedure prescribed 

by the Policy and Finance Committee under 

subsection (1). 

Meetings of committees. 

  55J. (1) A member of a committee of the States or the Chief 

Executive acting as clerk of the committee, who is in communication with other 

members of the committee by telephone, live television link or any other means 



 

of telecommunications or electronic communications, so that each member of 

the committee can hear or read what is said or communicated by each of the 

others, is deemed, subject to subsection (2), to be present in person for all 

purposes relating to a meeting of that committee including calculating the 

quorum at the meeting under subsection (5). 

   (2) In the event that a means of communication referred to 

in subsection (1) fails, is corrupted or the person presiding at the meeting in 

accordance with section 50(3) ("person presiding") considers that 

confidentiality is compromised, the person presiding shall have the discretion 

to determine at any time during the course of the meeting that the member, or 

the Chief Executive acting as clerk of the committee, who is affected by that 

failure, corruption or compromising of confidentiality is no longer deemed to 

be present in person at the meeting. 

   (3) For the avoidance of doubt, a determination under 

subsection (2) does not affect the validity of the proceedings of the committee 

for any purpose prior to the making of that determination. 

   (4) The reference to the "Chief Executive acting as clerk of 

the committee" includes any person appointed as the Secretary of the 

Committee or a person acting in that person's stead as referred to in rule 7 of 

the Rules of Procedure for States' Committees. 

   (5) The quorum at a meeting of a committee of the States is 

one half (or the nearest number above one half) of the number of members of 

the Committee including the person presiding.   

Interpretation of Part IVA. 

  55K. In this Part, unless the context requires otherwise – 



 

"Civil Contingencies Authority" means the body of that name 

established under section 1 of the Civil Contingencies (Bailiwick of 

Guernsey) Law, 2012,   

"Official Report" means the Official Report of the States of the 

Island of Alderney, also known as "Hansard", 

"Rules of Procedure for States Committees" means the States 

of Alderney Rules of Procedure for States Committees made in August, 

2005, and 

"States of Alderney Rules of Procedure" means the States of 

Alderney Rules of Procedure made on 17th March, 2010.". 

 

Amendment of the General Provision Regulations: miscellaneous. 

 3. (1) The General Provision Regulations are further amended as 

follows. 

 

  (2) In regulation 1(1) and regulation 9(1), for "these Regulations" 

substitute "this Part". 

 

  (3) In regulation 30, each time it appears for "25(3)" substitute 

"26(3)", and in the definition of "Dean" immediately before "relation" insert "in". 

 

  (4) In regulation 31(1), for "the Schedule" substitute "Schedule 4". 

  

  (5) In regulation 45(2), for "VI, VII and XI" substitute "VI and VII".

  



 

  (6) In the text of section 107A(6) of the Medicines (Human and 

Veterinary) (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 2008 as inserted by the modifications to the 

application of that Law by paragraph 2(2) of Schedule 3, omit "Committee". 

 

Interpretation, citation and commencement. 

 4. (1) In these Regulations, "the General Provision Regulations" has 

the meaning given in regulation 1(1). 

 

(2) These Regulations may be cited as the Emergency Powers 

(Coronavirus) (General Provision) (Bailiwick of Guernsey) (Amendment) 

Regulations, 2020, and shall come into force on the 24th April, 2020.  

 

 

Dated this 23rd day of April, 2020 

 

G.A. ST PIER 

Chairman of the Civil Contingencies Authority 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

EXPLANTORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

 

These Regulations are emergency regulations made by the Civil Contingencies 

Authority under Part 3 of the Civil Contingencies (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 2012 



 

("the Law").  They are made on the occurrence of an emergency, within the meaning 

of the Law, in the Bailiwick, arising from the urgent need to prevent, control or 

mitigate the spread of the virus Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 

and the disease caused thereby, COVID-19.  They are prefaced with a statement by the 

Civil Contingencies Authority, as required by section 12(2) of the Law. COVID-19 was 

made a notifiable disease for the purposes of the Public Health Ordinance, 1936 on 

10th February 2020. 

 

These Regulations amend the Emergency Powers (Coronavirus) (General Provision) 

(Bailiwick of Guernsey) Regulations, 2020 ("the General Provision Regulations") to 

include provision modifying the application of the Reform (Guernsey) Law, 1948 and 

the States Reform (Guernsey) Law, 2015 to enable the terms of office of People's 

Deputies elected in 2016 (and at any subsequent election to fill any casual vacancy) to 

extend beyond 30th June 2020, and the General Election to be held in June 2021 instead 

of June 2020. They also substitute the existing emergency procedures applying to 

meetings of the States of Alderney and of its committees with expanded provisions, 

in particular to allow meetings of the States of Alderney to take place remotely during 

the current emergency. Finally, they correct several minor typographical errors in the 

General Provision Regulations. 

 

These Regulations will come into force on the 24th April, 2020 and shall have 

temporary effect only in accordance with the provisions of section 16 (duration and 

scrutiny of emergency regulations) of the Law. 
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