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Missions 3.0


How to do what you want to do 
when you don’t know what you’re doing



Changing the 
“want to” 
of your church



your whole church
Taking the Whole Gospel
To the whole world.



Dr Gerald D Robison


Your Path To Significant Impact
Changing Your Church to Reach the World

You want to change the world.  You want to impact this world for the Kingdom of God.  Something has grabbed your heart and now you’re ready to lead your church to both, revolutionize and serve the world by taking the gospel to places it’s never been and to people who have never heard.

But, what if your church… the one you are at, not the better one that haunts your dreams… the one with its imperfect leaders, difficult staff, selfish members and a lack of spiritual energy… Yeah, that one!  What if God means for you to produce world-reaching fruit with that group?  How will you get that done?  What will you do differently tomorrow from what you’ve done previously?

Maybe your church is in the doldrums, lacking spiritual insight and seems content for you to maintain the status quo.  The church lacks baptisms, evangelism and verve… and they are satisfied as long as you don’t upset their current state.

And, what if you sense a compelling commitment to help reach the world… to see the church enter into church-life like that described in the book of Acts?  What if you want to supersede the likes of anything your church has done before and move them to “desire” laying the groundwork for establishing churches where the gospel has never been?

What if this is what God has put in your heart, but He hasn’t given you a church that’s ready to do that?  Maybe He wants you to lead that church to unquenchably thirst for touching the world!  What if God put that desire in you – so you can lead them?  You’re thinking, “No way!” – but what if He does mean for you to do that?  How do you begin to move your church to that level of maturity and commitment?

You need a plan.

You need workable, sensible steps to take that will alter your church’s thinking… and their heartbeat.  When you have that and begin to successfully lead toward a specific, obtainable, successful goal… the personality of your church will change.  Their hearts will change.  The DNA of the church will change.

So, how do you do it? – That’s what this manual is all about.

This manual will coach you to deal with moving more than just a handful of positive-minded people into the work of missions – it will help you change the direction of your entire church to accomplish what you thought was unthinkable.  It may save you from mediocrity.  It may keep you from day-dreaming about moving to some other location where you are more appreciated.  It may save your church from being “routine” or “ordinary” and turn them into a Christian crowd that is rowdy, revived and rewarding.

What if you want God to ruin your church for the ordinary? 
Ready?  -  Then let’s get started…
HERE’S WHAT THIS MANUAL CONTAINS
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Before you begin – let me answer the question “Where else can I get help?”
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OTHER HELPFUL INFORMATION

There is a LOT of helpful information on the websites for: the “Issachar Initiative”, “Finishing The Task” and “Count For Zero” websites.
	www.IssacharInitiative.org
	www.FinishingTheTask.com
	www.CountForZero.com

On the Issachar site:
	Click on “Resources”
	There you can find the continually updated UUPG list; and
	“Your Engagement Plan”

The UUPG List is a continually updated list of Unreached, Unengaged 
People Groups around the world.  

The Engagement Plan is a very helpful overview of the things you’ll want to 
consider as you make your way through this process.  

What follows in this workbook is the step-by-step process to making the 
Engagement Plan work for you.

On the FTT (Finishing The Task) site:
	Click on: Resources
	Click on: Downloads

	There you will find another source of helpful information:
·  Again, you’ll find the UUPG list in different formats;
· Helpful Documents for Engaging a People Group
· First Steps – Download
· MOU – Memorandum of Understanding
· Survey Trip Forms

You don’t need these now, but it would be good to make yourself familiar with what’s available to you so you can benefit from them later.  I will make more references to these resources as you need them and as you make your way through this process and manual.





Even More Helpful Information

An overview of each step and why it’s important.

6 Sermons and 30-day Devotional (attached at end of this manual)
	Purpose:  To continue the momentum started by Cat and Dog 
Theology.  Six sermons are provided for you, so you can 
saturate and marinate the church over a significant period of 
time.  The devotional is to keep your church family involved 
daily between the sermons.   

Perspectives
	Purpose: This provides a more in-depth education for your 
church family.  It’s one of the best tools I know that God is using 
for developing missions-hearted (not just mission-minded) 
people… and leaders.

Choosing a Champion
	Purpose: To provide a “right-hand” person who can take the 
weight off the shoulders of the pastor and champion the cause 
of reaching the unreached and engaging the unengaged.  

Choosing a Target
	Purpose:  Begin the strategic process where the church and 
leaders make a formal and knowledgeable commitment.

Choosing a Partner
	Purpose:  You probably can’t (and don’t want to) do this alone 
when others have more experience, contacts and proximity to 
your target-group.  Wisely choose a ministry or organization you 
can partner with and co-labor with.  We can help you with this.

You may need to rework your committees, boards, purpose statement 
and even job descriptions to emphasize this new future for your 
church.  All the “parts” of your church need to work toward the 
vision and goal of your church.  

If “reaching the rest” isn’t your personal desire… if it doesn’t set your 
heart aflame… if it’s not your passion… then, it will never be the
goal of your church.  You can’t lead where you’re not going!

Step One:  Heart-change

To change a church you must first change its heart.  Without changing the heart of the people they will not do what they ought.  They may – or may not – follow you.  

How do you change your church?  How do you change those God gave you where you are - from the way they are?

To move them to where they need to be – they must want to be changed, transformed and it must be within the heart.  Otherwise they do things unmotivated by desire… which means they have no reason to continue where you’re leading. If they are moved only by your persuasion (read: nagging, preaching) a sense of guilt is their only motivation. Guilt has moved many people into missions, but it does so without giving them any sense of joy, passion and “want to”.

So, the real question is how to you get their “want to” to “want to”?

Changing their “want to” from where it is to where it needs to be is a challenge.  Too often leaders simply tell their followers what they “ought” to do.  And the more often you tell them and the more strongly you tell them – the more you expect them to change.  If they don’t change, you cry out, “I’m leading, but they aren’t following!”  

When you hit on a point over and over, typically “some” will follow… but not all… and not excitedly.  In other words – you haven’t changed their “want to”.  You’ve told them they “ought to” but you haven’t led them to “want to”.

The best tool I know for changing your church… your whole church… is to start with a “Cat & Dog Theology” seminar.  For this you’ll need a minimum of 2 sessions and you can achieve greater results with 3 or 4 sessions.  Each session is about 50-minutes long.
	
Cat and Dog Theology
	Purpose:  To develop an initial understanding and excitement 
about UUPGs and to do this on both, an adult and a children’s 
level for whole-church participation. 

You can’t do this on a Saturday or a Friday-night and Saturday morning.  You can’t do it on a series of night-times… because that’s not when the whole church is gathered and that’s not how you change your whole church. 

For best results these need to be in the regular worship services over a 2-weekend span.

This will be your first step to a brand-new beginning and a brand-new ending.
This will be your first step to changing the heart, nature, understanding and the “want to” of the church.
If this doesn’t work your church probably won’t change…
[image: ]www.CatnDogTheology.com


What is it?  It’s a humorous way of seeing ourselves the way the Holy Spirit sees us.  It shows us ourselves the way we are:  self-centered, self-serving, trying to live from birth to death in the safest, softest, easiest and most comfortable fashion possible.  But it doesn’t chastise anyone, it doesn’t blame them, it doesn’t tell them what they “ought” to be doing... that will become self-evident.  And this is when the Holy Spirit can bring a holy conviction rather than you leading by “guilting” them into it..  

The book and the seminar are based on a joke about the differences between Cats and Dogs… and how each relates to their Master.  It quickly becomes a metaphor describing how Christians relate to their Master.  For instance:
	They say Dogs have Masters – Cats have ‘staff’.
Dogs want to please you – Cats want to use you.

Cats want you feed them when they want it.
They want you to pet them, but only when they want it.
And, leave them alone when they want that.
In fact, cats don’t seem to want you – 
They only want what you can do for them.

Dogs look at you and say, “You feed me, You pet me, You shelter me, You love me… and conclude:  You must be god!

Cats look at you and say, “You feed ME, you pet ME, you shelter ME, you love ME… and conclude “I must be god.”

And far too many Christians only go to God when THEY want something… and like a cat, they don’t want God bothering them when they seem content.

This weekend will be long remembered - like driving a stake in the ground and you’ll point back to it in years to come.  You will look back on as a pivotal point in your church’s life, purpose and history.  Let your church know that these events will be important and then…  
Advertise it well…
Promote it strongly…
Cat and Dog Theology will give your church a common vocabulary and nomenclature across all age groups.  This will be talked about for months to come… and probably years.

Cat and Dog Theology has a proven track-record of altering long-term dreams and goals of churches that were once staid and self-centered.  In other words, “This works!”
This is when the Holy Spirit has the opportunity to change hearts and church direction.

So – this event needs to be BIG!
How big? – BIGGER!

This needs to become THE EVENT on your church’s calendar…
	“The event” in the eyes of your staff…
	“The event” in the mind of your church leaders…
	“The event” your teachers point to.

How do you get a “Cat & Dog Theology” seminar scheduled?
I can lead it for you… or, if I’m not available we have several instructors I’ve trained.
All the contact information is available at: www.CatnDogTheology.
	Notice the spelling with the letter “n” instead of the word “and”.
	
Suggestion:  Get the book ahead of time and have it available for your staff and church leaders.  Make it a “required reading” by establishing “book club – type” meetings to discuss each chapter.  This can be done either before or after the actual seminar.

Sometimes it’s easier to do after the seminar since their “want to” will have been engaged.

So, by now you’re probably wondering what’s involved.  How many sessions should we have in the seminar?  I would strongly suggest you have 3 sessions… 3 worship services to get all the information and motivation to see you through and to lay the best foundation for the “heart-change” your church is about to experience.

If three is just impossible, then I strongly suggest at least 2.  While I think it’s best to have them across 2 successive Sundays, they can be done on one day (morning and evening services).  But, when deciding this – remember this is foundation on which everything else will be built… don’t “cheapen” it by giving it less attention and less time.  

Time is important.  Just as a cow chews the cud… your people need time to let this outlook “digest” in their souls.  This is where the transformation begins… this is when they begin to “enjoy” the journey… this is where they begin to understand and where they “want to” begins to want to.

On the following pages you’ll find a description of each session.



SESSION ONE (Essential) simply “shows” them who they are.  And they recognize it… and will begin to “want to” do and be more.  This is how the Holy Spirit works… I call it “joyful conviction”.  

Why a humorous way to get started?  Because while people are laughing and enjoying what they hear – the don’t have their “spiritual defense-shields” up acting like force fields to deflect the Holy Spirit and what He wants to do.

You don’t want people sitting in the pew thinking “You’re not going to get me to change.” Or -- “You’re just up there PREACHING at me!”  

You don’t want resistance from their spirit – you want openness.  You want them “defense-less”

The metaphor using Cats and Dogs is readily observant to everyone.  No one needs a lot of description as to how cats and dogs differ in their relationship with their Masters.  It also gives a non-threatening description of “us” – we just use cats to describe it.  This is why it’s so powerful, no one is threatened when simply talking about cats and dogs.

C&D Theology will do that – it’s emphasis is on “Life isn’t about you – It’s about Him.”  It’s about the glory of God and how we respond to it.  It’s about relating to God the way we know we should, but we haven’t been shown how.

SESSION TWO (Optional) Symptoms of Cat Theology - builds on Session One.  This session will point to specific habits, attitudes and thoughts that may seem spiritual, but actually work against the very thing you want to be doing.  This session describes the “symptoms” of Cat Theology.  This is where the people begin to see themselves in even more specific ways and know instinctively what habits and attitudes need to be changed.
	
In this presentation, the way we’ve usually examined and studied the Bible, our attitude when we read the Bible and our assumptions when we teach the Bible will be challenged.

Sicknesses and infirmities usually come with symptoms – so does Cat Theology.
Are you a Cat?  And if so, how much Cat are you?
Here’s where we find out.

Symptom #1 – Feel Good Theology
	Many pastors only preach verses that sound or “feel” good.  They don’t deal with struggle,
	adversity or suffering as a regular part of the Christian experience.

Symptom #2 – Winner’s Circle Mentality.  
What makes us automatically think our life lesson has to be taken from the main character 
of the Bible stories?  Maybe our life lesson is from one of the more minor players.

Symptom #3 – Selfish Prayers.  
Have you stopped to really listen to your prayers.  Maybe what you are saying isn’t what 
you really mean.  With good intentions, but bad habits, we may find that our prayers are 
little more than confusing thoughts espoused to God or meaningless sayings we picked 
up from others.
	
Symptom #4 – Robbing God of His Glory.  
	Since we were created to reflect God’s glory and radiate it in the midst of any difficult
	situation, our goal in life should be to seek His glory through every phase and 
circumstance of life.  Some have never learned this and when suffering, tragedy or crisis
arises, their faith melts and they wonder aloud, “God, why did you let this happen?!!” which
isn’t really a question as much as it is an accusation of God doing His God-job very well..

Symptom #5 – Spiritual Growth is Stunted
	When we find ourselves in the midst of trouble and/or suffering, by default we typically
	pray, “God, help me” prayers.  Maybe there is Biblical reason to pray, “God, cause me…”
	prayers.”  This can be an eye-opener.
	
Symptom #6 – Wrong Priorities
	What is it that typically interrupts whatever else we are doing and drives us to pray?  Isn’t
	it when the life or health of ourselves, or someone we love, is in danger?  What other 
	priorities do we have in our prayers and life and how do they measure up to God’s 
purposes?

Symptom #7 – Selective Theology
	We sometimes preach from selected verses that lead us to assume that God’s 
	plan for us is for life to be safe, soft, easy and comfortable, and so we also select verses 
to confirm that But it’s not just Bible verses, it’s our theology that often assumes that too.  
	
But there is suffering, there are crises and tragedy, hardship and more.  Too often we 
believe that God’s not doing the God-thing very well, or that we are spiritual dwarfs 
because our prayers aren’t being heard.  But what if God has something else in mind?
	
Symptom #8 – Complaining Life’s Not Fair
	We, like others in the Bible, often look at the level of living of others and compare 
ourselves to them.  We find ourselves “less than” and lacking.  Then, we complain “Life’s 
not fair!”  But what if fairness wasn’t God’s aim?  Suppose He didn’t make life to be fair?  
How can our questions be answered?
	
Symptom #9 – Christian Humanism
	Can we be both, Christian and Humanistic?  The answer is yes.  How does it happen and
	what can be done about it?  What if we do evangelism and missions SO THAT people 
don’t go to hell… so people aren’t cast away from God… so people don’t suffer?  It seems 
that our motivation is about “people” rather than God.  While those are good intentions, 
there is a greater purpose priority and purpose.

Typically, there’s not time to cover all of these (much less, others) in one session, so the teacher may discuss which ones are most needed and cover those strongly and adequately.

The result?  Your church will look again at the teaching they give and receive from the Bible.  They will re-evaluate their Bible reading, Bible teaching, their job descriptions and even their music.

Every part of the church can be (and is) affected by these symptoms and may need to be re-thought.

SESSION THREE (Essential) - This session begins to unravel the mystery of what God’s ultimate goal is… and it’s very different from growing a big local church (although He may want that too).  It’s very different from setting up a church “program” that may be conducive to your denomination (although God may want that, too).

Having learned that “Life isn’t about us – It’s about Him and His glory” – and having learned that “we were made for His glory”, we ask the question, “If you were created, formed and made for His glory – how much glory do you want to give Him?”

Do you want to give God “some” glory?
Do you want to give God “great” glory?
Do you want to give God “ultimate” glory?
	
And, if you do want to give Him maximum glory – what will you do tomorrow that’s different from what you did today in order to give Him ultimate glory?
	
Will you pray longer?
Will you commit to daily devotions?
Will you give more?
Will you volunteer more often?
What if none of that is what God is after?
What if the way of giving God ultimate glory is not what we typically do for God by giving Him our “left-over time”, “left-over energy” and “left-over money?”  What if “missions” is the way to please God, to bring him greatest glory and to accomplish the one major goal and command He gave the church?

This session will take you on a journey to see that world evangelization is not an “ought to” of the church, but a “must do” if we are to bring him ultimate glory.  Your church will now begin to see missions, not as an add-on to the list of things a church should do, but as the single greatest goal of God from the beginning, because that’s where his heart is.  

You see, I was taught that missions wasn’t in the Old Testament… that you have to turn to the New Testament to find missions.  But what I discovered is “I WAS TAUGHT WRONG!”

In this presentation, you’ll explore the whole Bible and see that the theme of missions runs throughout its entirety.  That missions (reaching people of every tongue, tribe and nation) was an idea presented by God in the beginning of the Bible, it’s the major topic of many of our Old Testament Bible stories and it’s described as having been accomplished at the end of the Bible.

You’ll see that many of your favorite stories were about missions, but you probably weren’t taught that.  You were taught another theme from those stories. You’ll discover that what you were taught was not “incorrect”, but without missions being present throughout the OT, what you were taught was “incomplete”.  

And that’s the story of today.  Today’s churches focus so much on many, many things… their programs show it… their budget shows it… their calendar shows it… but missions seem to be an add-on.  So, we end up thinking… 

Missions is something we do because we ought to…
Missions is something we do because we’re supposed to…
Missions is something we give a week or a month to…
But it’s not the theme, the message or the priority of the church!

That’s what must change.  And to do so the church must “want to” do it.  “Ought to” will not accomplish this and you, as a leader, will find yourself always having to push, pull and persuade.  It will be “work” and it will only last as long as you are doing the pushing, pulling and persuading.  It won’t out-last your stay at the church or your nagging.

What happens when the church only does missions as a “part” of the church instead of the heart of the church?

Well, that’s what Session Four is all about… so, let’s go check it out.

SESSION FOUR (Not mandatory, but highly recommended.)
Also known as – “The State of the World”

In this session, we’ll take a look at where we are in reaching people of every tongue, tribe and nation.  We’ll see that while we “think” about it – we’re neither personally, persistently or passionately involved.

We’ll also take a look at where the gospel is… and where it isn’t.
We’ll talk about why it isn’t where it isn’t.
We’ll discover how our priorities have led us to wrong (or incomplete) conclusions.

This session will begin the “information transformation” of your church.  This is where they begin to “hunger” for finishing the task and they see the necessity to quit doing missions the way they have and begin to “want to” do what I call Missions 3.0

This session will tie up the loose ends of everything talked about so far and show us where passion for God’s glory can lead us and also, what barriers have to be overcome.

It will show us that the strategy of our fathers, grand-fathers and great-grand-fathers didn’t reach every tongue, tribe and nation… so why should we think if we follow their strategy we’ll do better?!



With the technology and communication systems of today…
We need a new strategic plan…
We need to apply today’s technology…
We need to better cooperate and co-labor with committed others…
We need to be supported by those who have the means.

This is why everything else you do after STEP ONE must be a step that leads you closer to having your church play its role in the glory of God and accomplishing the task He gave us.

Don’t miss STEP ONE… and don’t quit after completing it.  This is only an introduction to the work to be done.  This is only the beginning of moving your church from where it is to where it needs to be.  

If you desire a church that wants to “Count For Zero” this is where you begin.  What do you mean “Count For Zero”?  What we mean is we desire and work to establish…

Zero languages without the Bible
Zero people-groups without discipleship
Zero oral-groups without oral strategies and tools
Zero persons without access to the gospel
Zero villages and neighborhoods without a church.

STEP ONE will give you momentum that needs to be carried on… once the ball starts rolling you have to keep it going.  How? – Well, that’s STEP TWO so in a moment we’ll  take a look.
But first, let’s talk about the children in your church, how to include them and why that’s so important

LET’S TALK ABOUT THE CHILDREN

This same information and leading of the Holy Spirit needs to be made available to your church’s children, but on their level.  These are tomorrow’s go-ers, do-ers and leaders.  Certified teachers for Cat and Dog Theology are available to help your children’s ministry leaders.

Please don’t side-step this, it’s important for many reasons, but let me mention four in particular.

1. Teaching “Cat & Dog Theology” to the children involves them in the overall goal of the church.  It also gives them a common vocabulary with the adults and families will find it easier to discuss these topics with the children.

2. The children will become a generation of church leaders sooner than you think and it’s advantageous to develop these thoughts and themes early on.

3. This will never be a part of the DNA of your church if any segment of your church is left out.  You MUST include the children if you truly desire to alter the course of your future participation in missions.

4. The vast majority of Christians accepted Christ at a very young age.  It’s much more difficult to convert adults.  With that said, if that’s where most of the future fruit is located, shouldn’t we invest strongly in it rather than consider them a tag-a-long to what else is happening?


NOTE TO PARENTS – Your children will become excited about missions and may even ask you to get them a Passport.  It may be your first inclination to laugh and say, “No, I don’t think you need that right now.”  But consider what you are doing when you take that step… Knowing it or not, you have just become the first speed bump in their new desire to follow Christ and consider missions.  Who cares if you don’t “use” the Passport? – the price of one is small compared to the huge encouragement they will experience by you responding with, “Yes, let’s do that just in case God calls you to do something great for Him.  That way, if He calls – you’ll be ready!”  

Older generations are responsible for passing the torch to the next generation.  Unfortunately, many parents are more pragmatically inclined than spiritually inclined.  
Without knowing it, we might often extinguish the flickering flame of the Holy Spirit’s moving in our children’s hearts.  Don’t do that!  Include them in where the church is going.  If you were going on a trip you wouldn’t leave them behind, so don’t do it now as the church begins its new direction.


STEP TWO – CONTINUE THE MOMENTUM
6 Sermons and 30-days of Devotions

You’ve come a long way and your church will have a new motivation at this point, but YOU HAVE TO KEEP IT GOING.  Don’t lose the momentum.


	
TIME-LINE

| 




If you quit now, then what you’ve done so far will have been a big event… a fun event, but one too quickly forgotten.  It will have been not-much-more than another item on the church calendar that made a splash, but then quieted down over time.

We want more than that for you and your church – Counting For Zero needs to become more than a good idea – it needs to be a part of the DNA of the church.  It needs to be the desired focus of the church!

Step Two is a two-parter.  That is, there is something for YOU to do and something for YOUR CHURCH to do.

Having the Cat & Dog Theology foundation and your church eager to be led to the next step, your Sunday messages need to deliver a confirmation of what has happened so far… and you should preach to this point over the next 6 weeks.

Some of you will be able to do that.  Some will struggle.  Some will want help.

I have written 6 sermons that continue the flow of what has been started.  I offer them to you to use as you wish.  Use them, edit them, change them, throw them away… it’s just a help I want to offer to you.

These messages are now attached in the back of this manual.

But, both you and I, know that preaching one day a week won’t bring life-change to your church.  What you are saying on Sunday will often be forgotten by Monday.  Where you are headed needs to form a foundation for the future.  These ideas need to saturate and marinate your church family.  

Therefore, it’s important that you don’t allow them to go a day without these things being reinforced.  You aren’t going to see them every day and they are not going to hear you every day, but what if there was a way these things could be spoken from God to them each day?

That’s the idea behind a 30-day devotional I am making available to you. Free of charge.  Again, you are free to use it as you wish.  Personalize it, put your picture and the name of your church on it!  Include a message from you to them… but USE IT!

30-days will provide a daily dose of emphasis after you preach on Sunday.  30-days will give them a devotion every day Monday thru Friday and they get Saturday off.  That’s followed by another sermon from you and 5 more days of devotions… throughout the 6-weeks.

You can use the devotional in 1 of 2 ways…. or both!

1)  PRINT THEM.  A local printer should be able to print the personalized devotional for you for about $2 or $3 depending on how many you order.  I would suggest you print enough so that every person (of adequate reading age) has one available to them.  Don’t make them “share”.  If they share, they’ll excuse their lack of reading on their partner for “hiding” or misplacing the book.  If you are a smaller church, print enough for every person, as above, AND print enough to get both, a price break and to give them out to your visitors, shut-in’s, those in the hospital and nursing homes, etc.  

2) POST THEM.  No, I don’t mean in the mail with the post office, I mean post them on-line.  Put them on your church web-site and make them available to those who now do everything on-line with their computers and smart-phones.

Just as with the sermons – when you register as a “Count For Zero” church you will also be given the 30-day devotional entitled, “MAKING YOUR LIFE COUNT FOR ZERO”.  You simply need to download it, take it to your printer, tell him what to do about the cover and write your own message to go inside inviting your people to “follow along” with you.

Now your church calendar has been filled with nearly two-months of activity that will begin to drive your church toward your ultimate goal of God’s ultimate glory.  Your people are becoming a part of the whole idea.  They are starting to understand AND DESIRE what you’re giving them.  NOW THEY ARE READY TO DO SOMETHING!

They’re fired up so give them some kindling… give them something to do.  It needs to be something that would ordinarily be out of their league.  This needs to be a powerful project that they CAN accomplish.  This is STEP THREE.  So, turn the page and see what can be done.


STEP THREE – PRESENTING A PROJECT

So far, you’ve held a BIG EVENT… Cat & Dog Theology, and then you continued by following that with 6-sermons.  During that same time, the church has done their part with the 30-days of devotions.

	
TIME-LINE




I was taught that a teacher has not taught – unless the student has learned.  It’s the responsibility of the teacher to cause the student to learn.  So, how’s your church doing?  

Let’s give them a test… a test of their understanding… a test to see if they can do what you’ve taught… and see if they WANT to do it.

Present them a project.  IMPORTANT: Start leading into this during the latter half of the 6-weeks of sermons and devotions.  There should be NO EMPTY TIME between STEPS!!  You’ve heard that an empty mind is the devil’s workshop… Satan will use any intervening time in your STEPS to interrupt the flow.

Besides if you allow other things to interrupt the emphasis, your church will assume the whole thing wasn’t that important anyway.  Remember, saturate and marinate the church with this overall goal.  How can it be the DNA of the church if you aren’t constantly, consistently and persistently emphasizing it?  By now, if your church were “scratched”, you’ll probably want them to bleed ‘missions’.

That doesn’t mean you have to keep preaching about it – but there does need to be something that not only carries the momentum, but captivates the church’s attention and treasure.  Why their treasure?  - Because Scripture teaches us that where a man’s treasure is – there is his heart also.

If you want your people to value what they are doing – then they must invest their treasure in it.  For this, there are any number of projects you can imagine that will work, but there are a few that I’m familiar with and can recommend.
The projects I’m mentioning here have reaching an unreached, unengaged people group as their goal.  This is not a youth mission trip going where missionaries have already gone, but accomplishing something BIGGER than they have before… something BIG enough that it’s on the world stage! 
	
Also, there are MORE THAN what I can mention here and I don’t suggest them at the expense of others, but just to give you an idea of what can be done.  I’ll happily work with you to suggest others, but for now let me use these as an example.  There are two:
1)  Adopt-A-Verse
2)  Jesus Film
3)  Other
4) 
First, the Adopt-A-Verse program.  Let me point you to a web-site where you can view this yourself:  https://theseedcompany.org/videos/adopt-verse-bob-botsford

This program aims for your church to adopt a book of the Bible and supply the means of getting that book translated into the language of a people group that does not have a Bible.  You basically divide the number of verses in the book into the cost of translating that book.  Then, your people “adopt a verse” (or verses) by giving the amount needed to make the translation.  Watch the video above to see how this works.
	
You can adopt any book of the Bible you want, but most seem to focus on either the gospel of Luke or John.  There is a reason for that… that’s where the essence of the gospel can be found.  
John is so distinct from the others and present Jesus as the Son of God.
Luke flows chronologically and can be used in conjunction with the Jesus Film.
	
The Jesus film is basically the book of Luke projected into drama and shown on a screen.  Missionaries who use this film alongside their evangelistic and church-planting work find the fruitfulness of their ministry multiplied many times over.

If the un-reached and un-engaged people-group both, SEE the book of Luke and then READ it – how much more fertile the hearts will be!
	
Depending on the size and resources of your church you might choose to do both.
Whatever you choose to do – if possible and practical, let your missions committee lead it.
	
SPECIAL NOTE:  Missionaries are now able to be supplied a backpack carrying everything needed to show the Jesus Film anywhere… even places without electricity.  The backpack contains a projector, sound system, solar panels and more.  They can go nearly anywhere and share the gospel in any of a multitude of languages.
	
Maybe your project would be to supply the technology-laden backpacks to missionaries!  

Whatever you choose to do – it must be BIG!
It must capture not only the church’s attention, but their hearts.
Without their “want to” engaged… it’s doomed to mediocrity or failure.
That’s why these STEPS are both important and sensibly progressive so one builds on another.



STEP FOUR – BUILDING LEADERS
Perspectives 

Even though God called YOU to your church… even though much of this depends on YOU… you CANNOT do it alone.  You need leaders… you need champions who will endorse and underwrite what you’re doing.  To do that – they need to understand more than the general congregation.

STEP FOUR is getting those leaders thoroughly indoctrinated with the goal… to understand its importance… to see the cause and rally others to it.  Again, you cannot and SHOULD NOT do this alone.  God didn’t call a Lone Ranger – He gifted a whole church, so use them!
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How do you find them? – Some you will choose.  Some will volunteer.  Some will be nominated by others.  But they MUST WANT to do this.

What am I talking about? – I’m talking about what I would call one of the best ministries in the world for preparing the minds of mission leaders.  It’s called “Perspectives” and you can learn more about it at:  http://perspectives.org

Perspectives is a 13-15 week course that meets once/week.  Each class has a presenter who is a specialist in a specific area of understanding missions.  They bring their expertise.  The bring their stories and they share from their heart to the hearts of those attending.  Each class builds on the previous to present a well-read, well-rounded, well-balanced view of missions.

Understand this – it’s a lengthy course, 13-15 weeks.  
It’s not cheap – but sometimes churches can give help.
It requires reading – a lot of reading.
The course can be done without the reading… or it can be done with reading for a certificate… or it can be a LOT of reading to get college credit.

 Along the way minds are changed, hearts are quickened and well-rooted motivation grows.
NOTE:  I have taken the course on the audit level and thought I really understood (and accomplished the course) – but then I took it at the Certificate level – AND IT MAKES A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE!!  This is where real impact is made… hearts and minds are changed even more dramatically – I HIGHLY encourage taking at the certificate leve.

Perspectives isn’t just for leaders… but ALL leaders need it.  Even leaders will need others to champion the cause and draw other followers as you lead.  

Here’s what I did.  I went before our Church Council and said, “This is important.  You’ve been elected to lead this church… but you can’t lead what you don’t know about.  I want each of you to be a part of this.”

Then, I went to the Deacons and said, “This is important.  You’ve been elected to lead this church… but you can’t lead what you don’t know about.  I want each of you to be a part of this.”

I went to every board and committee of the church… and said the same thing.

Maybe it was a bit overboard, but I told the church that everyone on the Missions Committee should have had Perspectives or be signed up for it.

Notice I didn’t ASK them to take Perspectives, instead I let them know I expected it.  Now don’t think I ‘commanded’ them or told them if they didn’t they’d be out… I just let them know this was my expectation.  By doing that they understood the importance this had for me… but more than that, the importance of it for the future direction of the church.

So, how did it turn out?  Good question and here’s the answer:

Previously, when Perspectives was presented in the town our church had between 2 and 5 people to attend.  It was only held every other year.  So, every other year, we had maybe 1 or 2 families that attended.

But after my “expectation” was made known – we had 165 attending!  It was the largest group in a 4-state area.  They weren’t cajoled into going… they didn’t have their arms twisted and they weren’t put in a head-lock and I didn’t DEMAND anything.

I simply told them how important this was to the future of the church and assured them I and my wife would be attending too.  They were invited to join me and they were compelled by my expectation.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Typically, Perspectives is only taught twice a year.  One semester starts in either August or September and finishes before the major holidays in the latter part of the year.  The other semester begins in January.  With that in mind, I would STRONGLY suggest you keep this in mind so you have people readily motivated to sign up.  

You’ll want Perspectives to be a natural progression in the STEPS you’ve laid so far.  It should be a smooth transition that follows on the calendar.  So you may need to consider when these classes start and “back up from there” on the calendar to know when to get your STEPS started.

What’s the missions committee doing during all this time? – That’s what we’ll begin to answer on the next page with the next STEP.


STEP FIVE – CHOOSE YOUR TARGET
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When the entire world… the whole globe is your target, you must realize you can’t reach them.  However, you can reach “a” people-group, but which one will it be?

“Issachar Initiative” and “Finish the Task” prepare an updated list of all known UUPG’s (Unreached, Unengaged People Groups).  They are listed according to an alphabetized list of countries.  From this list you can choose the one you want to take responsibility for engaging with the gospel.  This doesn’t necessarily mean your church needs to go there, but I’ll talk more about that later in another step.

The number of UUPG’s is a moving target, the number is always changing,  But you can see the updated list.  Go to:  http://finishingthetask.com then, click on the People Groups tab.

As I write this there are 1,347 UUPG’s.  How do you select one?

Here are several suggestions for getting started:

1) Ask within your church if there are any parts of the world that they have some connection with.  
2) Ask if they know someone (neighbor, friend, work associate, college student, etc) from another country.  Then, go to “the list” and see if that`	 country has any people-groups listed as being a UUPG.  This might be your entrance.
3) Ask your members to strategically look around their neighborhood for internationals.  Look where they buy groceries, where they walk, in their clubs and where they shop.  Then, say something like, “I noticed your accent.  Where are you from originally?”  Remember, you’re not from the government seeking to deport them.  You’re from the body of Christ and you’re welcoming them into your area.  (You might also ask if they would like a movie about Jesus in their own heart-language or home language.  If so, pass them a DVD of the Jesus Film.  And don’t forget to follow up with them later.)  Multi-language DVD’s are available.
4) Ask local governments to provide some information on the make-up of your town, city or neighborhood.

There are many ways to find some kind of link to some country and then to some people-group.  If all else fails, maybe there is a Christian mission or organization that you would want to work with and they can name a group where they want to plant a church.  You can co-labor with them.  (More about that in a future STEP.)

Does it matter that you may never have heard of the people-group before?  Not at all.  In fact, you can probably expect this. What matters is that you choose one you can passionate about reaching.  

This will mean that once you hear of a group you don’t recognize, you’ll need to “do your homework”.  The internet is a great place for learning about them.

You’ll want to know a number of things:
1) What size is the group?  What’s their population?
2) What language do they speak?
3) Is there a church already among them?
4) Is there a Bible in their language?
5) What is their religious background?
6) Where are they located?
7) What ministry organizations are already at work among – or near them?

A lot of this information can be found on “the list” you got from the “Issachar Initiative” or “Finishing The Task” websites.

What then? – Do we Eenie, Meenie, Minnie, Moe and choose one? – I would think not.  Instead, pray over them and see if God has one specifically for you.  Let’s not forget about the time the apostle Paul was trying to go elsewhere, but when he got quiet he heard a voice saying, “Come to Macedonia”.

Such events ARE in the Bible, but let’s not forget that without those voices directing him he was obviously “choosing” where to go.  So, there are times God has a specific place, people and time for reaching… and not.  When it’s not, we don’t sit still, we make good choices with good reasons for where to go.

You might narrow your choices down to a handful.  Consider taking a vision trip to those few and see if you return with one of them on your heart.  (More about this in STEP SIX.)

Now – if you’re still at a stand-still and can’t seem to find direction, don’t forget you have a coach who can help.  I won’t leave you to be abandoned without direction.  Multi-   
IMPORTANT NOTE:  You should begin this STEP during the Perspectives experience.  In that class you’ll learn a lot and maybe you’ll get hints on where to go.  The more you can get accomplished BEFORE this STEP is required – the better.  You’ll want to move logically and smoothly into this STEP and waiting for weeks to choose a people-group will only serve to stall your efforts and make the people lose their place in the overall goal.

This task might be a work for your Missions Committee… or your church leaders… or some combination of both.
	
When the target is chosen – present it to the church.  Tell them about this group who have never heard the name Jesus.  Tell them that no missionary is going there.  Tell them that unless they are adopted, these people will live and die without hope and without Jesus.  It’s time to put your feet to the gospel and “go” or “send”.

IF YOU REMEMBER, IN THE INTRODUCTION I SAID YOU WOULD BE REMINDED ABOUT SOME OF THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE ON-LINE.  THIS IS ONE OF THOSE TIMES.

The following is available at www.FinishingTheTask.com
1. Who Are They? 
1. “Unreached” – Less than 2% evangelical believers 
2. “Unengaged” – No one is trying to reach them 
3. Some have no congregations and no believers 
4. Some have no scriptures and no tools for evangelism 
2. Why Commit to More Than One Group? 
1. Because you can influence other churches to participate 
2. Because some groups are currently closed because of war 
3. What Help is Available?
A group of FTT “Advisors” is available to help provide national contacts in the country of your group. commit@finishingthetask.com 





STEP SIX – CHOOSE YOUR TEAM
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AGAIN, IN THE INTRODUCTION I SAID YOU WOULD BE REMINDED ABOUT SOME OF THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE ON-LINE.  THIS IS ONE OF THOSE TIMES.

The following is available at www.FinishingTheTask.com

APPOINT AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP “CHAMPION”
FOR THE CHURCH
A. The Senior Pastor Should Appoint a Person to Lead All Aspects of this New Outreach 
B. The Champion Should Recruit a Team of People Who Will Do The Following:
1. Mobilize prayer support. 
2. Research the people group 
3. Raise finances 
4. Recruit team members to help with communications, logistics, training, finance, reporting, supervision, travel, and coordination 
5. Help meet the physical needs of the UUPG 
6. Recruit short-term teams 
7. Connect with mission organizations to find workers in the target country 
8. Develop a plan with the senior pastor to convey vision and burden for the UUPG to the whole congregation 



STEP SEVEN – CHOOSE YOUR PARTNER
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Not only will it be necessary to choose a team from your church, unless you are a very special church with nearly unlimited resources and experience,  it’s probably equally needed that you choose a partner from outside your church.

You’ll be looking for a ministry partner who has experience, contacts and an equal passion to yours for planting a church work in your selected people-group.

Issachar’s coach can help you with this.  You’ll be looking for a ministry that:
1. Has experience in that part of the world;
2. Has a track record in working in that culture;
3. Has a desire to plant churches among that people-group;
4. Has a strategic plan, personnel and contacts;
5. Has a collaborative attitude that can work with you and your church.

While we don’t want to favor one organization over another, we do want to help you find a suitable partner for the work you want to do.  We offer a list of organizations that have been vetted… they are known to us… and they have registered as a “Count For Zero” organization.

It’s important to choose an organization that you find open and interested in working with you.  You’ll be choosing to be partners together and working together is the main emphasis.

1. Ask Your Partner to Plan the Strategy with You 
2. Find Out if there is an Indigenous Coalition of Churches or Mission Organizations who are Attempting to Reach UUPG’s in the Country 
There are nearly 100 coalitions of mission organizations meeting throughout the world. Contact Phil Butler with visionSynergy to find out when the next coalition meeting will be held to discuss groups in your area of interest. pbutler@visionsynergy.net 
3. Determine How your Workers will be Supported -- Expatriates or Nationals 
4. Determine What Roles the Members of Your Church will Play in Reaching the Group 




STEP EIGHT - TAKE A TRIP

Reading about your targeted group on-line and in books is one thing, but to know your target group is another.  Books are good, but they don’t tell you about the smell of the land, the position of the people, the lay-out of their community or the sound of their morning.

You just might have to take a trip.  That’s YOU, plus no more than two others and one of them should be a woman.  I would suggest they no more than one be another staff member.

Please understand this – there are some countries and people groups YOU will NOT be able to get to.  It might be more strategic to visit an organization or a church that is proximate – or nearby your target.  (More about that in STEP SEVEN.

THIS IS ANOTHER OCCASION YOU WILL WANT TO GO TO SOME OF THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE ON-LINE.  Again, this is from www.FinishingTheTask.com


TAKE A SURVEY TRIP
1. The Senior Pastor and “Champion” Should Take a Survey Trip Together with Key Laymen (3-6 people) 
2. Purpose of Trip: 
1. To confirm in the heart of the pastor that this is the group to commit to reaching 
2. To identify potential partners in local churches in the region, or capital city, 
indigenous mission groups, etc., who can be the day-by-day workers. 
3. To pray for the group and verify the research 
4. To identify “a person of peace” (Matthew 10:11) 
5. Determine physical needs of the people group 
6. To get pictures of the people to challenge and give vision to the church 
7. To assess the language situation, find interpreters, etc. 
8. To check on availability of tools, workers, and Scripture 






STEP NINE – WHAT’S THE PLAN?

You and your partner organization need a plan… and to make a rational plan, you need to know what resources and tools might be available to you.

Once again, from the www.FinishingTheTask.com site we find the strategy for this STEP

DETERMINE THE EVANGELISM AND CHURCH PLANTING STRATEGY YOU WILL USE AND THE TOOLS AND TRAINING NEEDED 
1. Is the Scripture Translated?
StoryRunners and the OneStory Partnership will be available to help you develop a written translation or, more likely, they can give training to the workers you recruit in how to do Chronological Bible Storying. Developing a base of 60 stories would be a first step toward an “Oral Bible.” www.storyrunners.com; www.epicpartners.org 
2. Is There a JESUS Film or Global Recording Available?
1. The JESUS Film Project will help your church develop a translation for use among your UUPG if none is available. www.jesusfilm.org
2. The Global Recordings Network can be reached at www.gospelrecordings.com. 
3. Who will Recruit, Train, and Supervise the Workers? 
1. Determine if you can send long-term workers from your church 
2. Use training resources available in the field (e.g.; Jim Bowman at james@siu.tuccoxmail.com). 
3. Look for partnering organizations to do local supervision 




STEP TEN – MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE RANCH
While you have lots of planning that needs to be done by appointed people, you can’t leave the main body of your church without a continuing focus on the topic.

Consider any of the following:

· Have a “Missions Moment” presentation each week during your regular worship services.  Some good ones are available at various sites.  One I will mention are two CDs produced by www.UnveilinGlory.com (the parent organization of Cat & Dog Theology.  Each CD contains 13 self-playing PowerPoint presentations on various mission topics.  
· The CDs are called “Info-Bytes”.

As I mentioned there are 13 presentations – each one last only 2-3 minutes.  With 13 on each of two CDs, that’s a total of 26 and enough for half a year!

		You’ll be able to find other similar tools… think about “The Skit Guys” on 
the Internet.

Check other major mission sites for resources they have too.

· Don’t just depend on the “pros” with slick videos… 
Make your own videos…
Create your own skits…
Think about using the high school and college students or young adults.

· Consider developing small group studies around the topic.  I know that study-guides, workbooks and DVDs are available for Cat & Dog Theology and the missions side of that from the book, “God’s Bottom Line”.

Do the same with other mission titles.

· Use your small groups to study the People-Group you will choose.  Make this
An opportunity for the whole church to learn about what they’ll be supporting.

·  Encourage participation in FTT (Finishing The Task).  This is a conference held the first week of each December at Saddleback Church in Southern California.  






Rework Your Church

You May Need to rewrite the responsibilities and goals of your church’s offices, officers and staff

Why?

Because, if impacting the world is this important you need to be certain that everyone is working toward that same goal.  There is no function within the church that is outside the scope of this new vision.

Old wineskins cannot hold the new wine.  Old job  descriptions can separate personnel from the ultimate goal.  Your children’s ministry and youth ministry are not there just to provide an outreach and activities for their respective age-groups, they are there to indoctrinate, educate and prepare future generations to have a heart for the world.

Music needs to not focus on “us”, but our choruses, hymns and other music choices must be used to help drive our ambition and motivation toward 
“Counting For Zero”.

Your Missions Committee needs to be filled with those who are actually involved in this process.  No spectators allowed.

If the great commission is really for all of us – then we shouldn’t accept any job or responsibility that doesn’t move us toward that goal.  And there shouldn’t “be” any jobs or responsibilities that don’t fit into this matrix.  To do so would mean that there is a part of the church that is excluded from this mission vision.



Appendix 1

6 Sermons to get you started.



Sermon #1		Pg 34.
Something Needs To be Said


Sermon #2		Pg 40
The Role of the Bible in Missions


Sermon #3		Pg 44
The Next “Fullness of Time”


Sermon #4		Pg. 49
The Role of “All Nations” in the 2nd Coming
Or – “How many is ALL?”
Or – “I was taught WRONG.”


Sermon #5		Pg. 55
Intentional Giving – Intentional Generosity


Sermon #6		Pg. 61
“Writing a brand new ending”
Or - “The legacy of you and your church”




The Resurrection Demands That Something Is Said
Sermon #1
 
You’ve heard the story of the resurrection many times, but today let’s look not at what happened, but what was said about what happened.
 
Scripture Passage – Matt 28: 1-20  (read it) - What Was Said About the Resurrection –
 
Imagine the fright the women experienced.  
Jesus was beaten, crucified and put into a borrowed tomb that was now guarded 
by an elite force of soldiers.
	They spent a day preparing 100 lbs of spices…
	They expected a tomb… they expected a dead, beaten, crucified body inside a 
guarded, borrowed tomb.
	What they were confronted with was an already opened tomb, with absentee 
guards and no body.
	What happened?  Where were the guards?  Where was the body?  
Grave robbers?  A high priest trick?
 
In their shock, somebody needed to say something, but no one knew what to say.
	So, the first to say something about the resurrection were the angels…
	(vs 5) Angels said to women, “Do not be alarmed and frightened - Go tell his 
disciples”
	The first thing said about the resurrection was the most normal thing to say in a 
face of a paranormal tale:  “Go tell somebody”
	You see it in every horror movie, every tv show speculating on odd events... you 
TELL someone!
 
While they were going, they were probably wondering… 
	“Is this for real?  
	"Did this really happen?  
	"What if the disciples think we’re crazy?  
	"What if they don’t believe us?  
	"Were those really angels? “  
	"This is scary....
 
So, the next person to say something about the resurrection was the resurrected Jesus, 
Himself…
Knowing their fear of what they had just encountered and what lay ahead, something 
needed to be said.
vs 10) Jesus said to women, “Do not be alarmed and frightened – Go tell my 
brethren”
           Once again, warned against their fear... their wildest imagination was 
confirmed… the resurrection really did happen!
            And, once again, the instructions were confirmed… “Go SAY something!”  A RESURRECTION DEMANDS THAT SOMETHING IS SAID!
 And like in an old western movie, the scene changes and we can almost read on the 
screen, “Meanwhile, back at the ranch…” 
but in this case it was, “Meanwhile back at the Temple…” 
	
Here we find our minor players in the unfolding drama… the guards, the one’s whose job it was to protect the tomb and keep the body.

In light of all that had happened… the darkened sky, the shaking ground, opened tomb and the missing body… SOMETHING HAD TO BE SAID…

The third to say something were the guards of the tomb…
(vs. 11)  Guards to chief priests said “everything that occurred”
While it must have been both embarrassing and frightening, they had to give an 
honest report… and it wasn’t pretty.  
	They failed in their job, their careers and maybe their lives hung in the balance, 
but it wasn't their fault!! - 
	There had been a resurrection and SOMETHING HAD TO BE SAID.

While the future of the soldiers hung in the balance, so did the reputation of the Priests and perhaps that of Judaism as they knew it.  
	A resurrection? – No, it couldn’t be!  
	So, while they pondered their future, they knew SOMETHING HAD TO BE SAID!

So, the fourth to say something were the priests…
 	(vs 12-13)  Chiefs priests to guards said  “go tell a lie”
Yes, something had to be said, but it doesn’t have to be the truth… so they 
decided to tell what they “hoped” would be the truth… what they “wanted” 
	to be the truth, because the ramifications of the true truth were just too 
unbearable!

Change scenes again…
	After the women did as the angels and Jesus insisted, “Go say something… go 
tell the disciples, we find the disciples gathered together to try and make sense of 
what they had been told.  
Do they believe it?  It’s almost too fantastic to seriously consider!  Could it possibly be?  
	And if it is… what does it mean?  What do we do?  Where do we go?  "If it’s real 
where is Jesus? And why isn’t He with us?

While confusion reigned… Jesus fulfilled their greatest questions of “Where is He and why isn’t He with us?” 
	He was… Jesus showed up and at that moment He was standing in their midst!.  
	Left in awe, struck dumb and left silent… they had a chance to speak, but they 
didn’t… they groped in silence for words that were failing them… 
	When the disciples actually saw the resurrected lord, they were stupefied, 
dumbfounded, and in shock…

(vs 17-18) Disciples said, nothing – “they were stunned in silence.”  But a resurrection DEMANDS THAT SOMETHING IS SAID…

So, Jesus broke the silence and commissioned them about what THEY were to begin saying…
(vs 18-19) Jesus broke the silence and said, “Go tell the world.”  Why?
BECAUSE THE RESURRECTION DEMANDS THAT SOMETHING IS 
SAID….
           
This is what we refer to as the beginning of the Great Commission.
And so the disciples began…
And those that heard the story were just as bewildered and amazed as the disciples who told it:
Acts 2: 23-24  This Jesus, when delivered up according to the definite and fixed 
purpose and settled plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
	and put out of the way [killing Him] by the hands of lawless and wicked 
men.  [But] God raised Him up, liberating Him from the pangs of death, seeing 
	that it was not possible for Him to continue to be controlled or retained by it.

	Acts 2:31-32  He (David), foreseeing this, spoke [by foreknowledge] of the 
resurrection of the Christ (the Messiah) that He was not deserted [in death] and 
left in Hades (the state of departed spirits), nor did His body know decay or 
see destruction.  This Jesus God raised up, and of that all we [His disciples] are 
witnesses.

Acts 4:33 - And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus and great grace was upon them all.

You see, the story that needs to be told is not just of Jesus' birth, his remarkable life or 
his ignoble death... it's about the resurrection!
How important IS THIS Resurrection? – 
	Paul says that if it didn’t really happen, we are lost in our sins, for there is no 
forgiveness, we are dead men and our story is foolishness and worse than 
	a lie… we are not only liars, but we are to be pitied!
 
1 Cor 15:12-19
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say, 
“There is no resurrection of the dead”? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then Christ has not been raised;  and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
proclamation is without foundation, and so is your faith.  In addition, we are found 
to be false witnesses about God, because we have testified about God that He 
raised up Christ — whom He did not raise up if in fact the dead are not 
raised.  For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised.  And if Christ
has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Therefore, 
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have also perished.  If we have put our 
hope in Christ for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone.
 
BECAUSE THE RESURRCTION DEMANDS THAT SOMETHING IS SAID…
…and because there weren’t enough of them to tell all of us… 
	…because the disciples couldn’t be everywhere…
	…and they could not speak through time to tell coming generations, they wrote it 
    down. 
What they wrote was the story…  the story of the resurrection because it needed to be said…and the story has been told now for 2,000 years. 

 
You’ve heard the story and now it’s your turn… 
SOMETHING STILL NEEDS TO BE SAID
	What will you say, tell, preach, or proclaim about that same story?
	Will you?
 
The Resurrection:  If it really happened, something needs to be said…
The Resurrection was a hallmark event… without it Jesus’ birth would have been  
unnoticed.
Without it, there wouldn’t be a division in the very calendar that the entire world uses.
Without it, there would be no Christmas, no Easter, no gospel, no message, NO Hope…
 
In our minds, the world is divided up into two groups of people:  “Us “and “Them”
Anybody you don’t mean when you say “us” – well, that’s a “them” 
	With that in mind - Let me give you two new definitions:
	Evangelism – telling the story to people who are nearby –  your “us” group - or 
people like you.
	Missions – telling the story to people who are far away – your “them” group” - or 
people not like you.
 
It was prepared from the foundations of the world… it was a plan enacted by God to solve man’s biggest problem… and God intends EVERY people group from EVERY tongue, EVERY tribe and EVERY nation to hear it before he draws this part of earth’s history to a close… 	

Matt 24:14 - And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

 
This didn’t start in a vacuum… (Gen 12:1-2)
Jesus didn’t initiate the Great Commission… he merely repeated it.
 In the early pages of your Bible, God said to Abraham, “you will be a blessing to all 
nations”

“All Nations” was not the word for land with political boundaries or geographical borders 
	It was the word “ethnos” – from which we get the word “ethnic”…  
	
What God did through Abraham was not to be a blessing just to him and his 
descendants, but to “all ethnics” – that is, all peoples – people of every 
	tongue, every tribe and every nation… all the “thems” in the world were in 
the mind of God as far back as the beginning stories of Genesis.

You see, Evangelism and Missions isn’t a New Testament concept it’s a Bible concept.
Evangelism and Missions (reaching people of EVERY tongue, tribe and 
nation) has been in the heart and mind of God from the very beginning!  
And God did something so audacious that it solves the problem of sin, reunites 
man with God, changes us from what we were to what God wants – and 
	it was proven through an event that now divides the world calendar… the 
coming, life, death and RESURRECTION of Jesus… and that resurrection 
	DEMANDS THAT SOMETHING IS SAID!
 
So, how does this life-story of earth and mankind end?  
	
Reminder:  The commission was:  
	Mark 16:15 – And He said to them (us), Go into all the world and preach and 
publish openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the 
whole human race]."  Does the job get done?
	
Let's peek in the back of the book...
	Rev 5 – and they (people of every tongue, tribe and nation AND every thing 
created in heaven and on earth and under the earth) -  “To Him who is seated 
on the throne and to the Lamb be ascribed the blessing and honor and the 
majesty and the power forever and ever.  Then HE said, “Come, you blessed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you…”
 
Reaching ALL people groups has ALWAYS been the heart and aim of God.
	God always pushes people beyond themselves to others…
	Yes, you have been blessed, but You were “Blessed to be a blessing…”

Let’s not ask any longer, “Who has been reached?”
	Let’s begin asking, “Who has NOT been reached? – 
	Who hasn’t heard the story?  
	Who hasn’t been told of the resurrection?”
 
Admittedly, current mission efforts are reaching lots of people, but mission efforts are stumbling over each other reaching the same people, and going to the same places as we’ve already been…

 
After 2,000 years there are still over 2,000 people groups with not a single translation of the Bible in their language.
	
How are we doing on the 2,000 year old job description?  How would you grade us?
 
With over 2,000 years of work, history & ministry… why haven’t the vast resources of the church not been connected to the places without a single ray of light and truth? --- 

Why haven’t we lit up the dark places?
	We seem to have chosen to live being blessed without being a blessing TO 
ALL PEOPLES.
 
	96% of missionaries go where we’ve already been.
	99% of every dollar given is aimed at reaching the already reached.
 
If Jesus told us over 2000 years ago to do it – Why hasn’t it been done?
	Because we haven’t worked together the way He said.
	Because we haven’t had a heart that breaks for the lost.

 
We know there are places without the gospel.
We know there is no church or scripture there
We know there is no message of hope for the hurting people
We know there are places of vast darkness...
 
Isn’t it time we organize ourselves and DO WHAT WE’RE COMMISSIONED TO DO?
 
The Resurrection demands that something be said… who can you tell?

Let the church... let THIS church decide that it's time to say something...
	Let's join strategically with others so that there will be ZERO unreached people 
groups...
	Zero language groups without the gospel...
	Zero peoples who haven't heard the audacious plan of God, the Resurrection - to 
restore, to reclaim, to redeem us for Him!
	Let's make our church count for ZERO.

 


Sermon #2

Scripture:  2 Chron 34:

1Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. 2He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left.

3In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his father David.  In his twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles, carved idols and cast images. 

14While they were bringing out the money that had been taken into the temple of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD that had been given through Moses. 15Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, "I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD." He gave it to Shaphan. 

18Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. 

* Josiah Heard The Word of God
19When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his robes. 20He gave these orders to Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the king's attendant:

*Josiah Responded To What He Heard
21"Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the remnant in Israel and Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD's anger that is poured out on us because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written in this book." 

29Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30He went up to the temple of the LORD with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites—all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the LORD. 

*Josiah Shared The Word With Others
31The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD—to follow the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book. 

*Josiah Modeled Obedience To What He Heard In His Sphere of Influence
32Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 

When Josiah rediscovered the Scriptures…  An entire culture was transformed when they had access to the Word of God… and the Word of God has access to them!

Why? –
Because - “Faith comes by hearing… and hearing by the word” - Romans 10:17
And it can have immediate results in changed lives – 
	Consider the eunuch from Ethiopia, who upon hearing the Word of God
	Immediately demanded to be baptized… or the crowds who heard to Word
	on the Day of Pentecost and instantly repented.

That said, we can understand why it is critically and strategically important to get the Word of God into the language of the Sons of men!

This is what great men and women have lived and died for -- !!
	Martin Luther – translated into German.  For this, he was labeled a heretic
William Tyndale – translated it into English from Hebrew & Greek.
	For this he was strangled and his body burned.
Translated Bibles were the primary object of all publishing in 16th century.
By the end of that century – every European nation had it in their language

Just “obtaining” the Word of God in the hands of the people has been the dream, the drive and the goal of God working through Christians.  In fact, this could be the very reason the printing press was invented…

There was a time when it took a year to produce a single copy of the Bible
	There were no photocopiers…
	There were no fax machines…
	There was no texting, twittering, or scanning… it was done by hand!

It wasn’t until 1455, when Gutenberg invented the printing press that the process improved.  Within only 10 years the number of books went from about 50,000 to over 10 Million… and the FIRST book off that press was the Bible.

Might God  haveprovidentially given such a tool – for the SPREADING of the gospel?
What was Gutenberg’s take on this? – Let’s ask the man who invented the press…

He said -- 
"religious truth is imprisoned in a small number of manuscripts, which confine instead of spread this public treasure.  Let us break the seal which binds these holy things; let us give wings to Truth in order that she may win every soul that comes into the world by her word, no longer written at vast expense, but multiplied everlastingly by a machine which never wearies."


And he went on to say…
"Yes, it is a press, certainly, but a press from which shall flow in inexhaustible streams of the most abundant and most marvelous liquor that has ever flowed to relieve the thirst of men.  through it, God will spread His word; a spring of pure thrush shall flow from it; like a new star it shall scatter the darkness of ignorance, and a cause of light hitherto fore unknown to shine among men.

The printing press brought about a revolution in the Church because it allowed a revolution in the lives of those who had access to it.

Another revolution is about to happen today… not with the press, but with the new technology now available to the church to put even more Bibles – in more languages – in more hands than ever before!

This next revolution may well be bigger and have larger consequences than any previously known… 

Technology allows Scripture access anytime… anyplace.
100’s of languages on a single mobile device.
YouBible – currently in over 215 languages

Now – 1.4 Billion smartphones in use around the world
Good thing:  Technology advancing so rapidly that nations that want to keep 
the gospel out are having trouble keeping up.
Countries where you can’t buy a Bible, but you can download the app.

In a given month –  YouVersion Bible app is accessed in every single country!
There is no part of the world where people are not using the Bible app.

The generation that is now recognized as the least Bible-engaged could quickly become the most engaged ever!

Maybe you’re a Christian, and like Josiah…
When He found the Word – and when the Word found him…
	He heard the Word – just as you have done;
He responded to what he heard – just as you have done;
But have you done this
He shared it with others –

How can we expect others to do the same if we don’t give them the Word?
	2,000 languages that need to be started 
	1 billion – who do not have the Scriptures in their heart language.
	Why? Because we haven’t shared it!

Being faithful to the Word is one thing – but being faithful with it is another!

Josiah was fearful – “
Great is the LORD's anger that is poured out on us because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written in this book." 

Maybe we have reason to be afraid too… perhaps God is brokenhearted, if not enraged, that the church today with all its resources, knowledge, size and power to fulfill God’s mission – after 2,000 years we still haven’t done it.

Whether you are a king named Josiah having the Scriptures read to Him, or an Ethiopian eunuch being taught the Word of God in the back of a chariot…
The WORD WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Getting the Word of God into the Hands of Men…
This is the work of men for the kingdom of God
We need to understand this work is not only for the benefit of the Kingdom of God – 
But it benefits the COMING of the Kingdom of God!

What can we do? Pick a people group and provide a bible verse… or a whole Bible book… or even a whole New Testament.

Don’t just stand there – do something!
But for God’s sake – don’t do nothing!

While some men have died for it – Others are dying to get it.

Now is the time to begin –so that by 2025 – ZERO Bible-less people - Count for ZERO







Sermon #3
The Next “Fullness of Time”

STORY:  
A farmer grew fruit to sell… 
The more he sold, the more money he made.
The more money he had, the happier he was.
The happier he was, the more he wanted to grow.
Finally, his focus was only on gathering more and more and more fruit
Until he stored so much it began to rot in the barn.
Eventually, more rotted than sold and his business ground to a halt.
He forgot – he wasn’t in the harvesting business – he was in the fruit-selling business.

The church has forgotten that we are in the information (or good news)  dissemination business and not the congregation gathering business.
We tend to measure our success by the size of our congregation… or even the number of congregations rather than how we are reaching the real goal.

There comes a time when we realize what we’re supposed to be doing… and that moment changes everything.  

How vividly I recall the story I heard about a man who knew the moment his role had changed… he was driving and his father was the passenger as they made their way to the store.  Someone unexpectedly cut in front of them in traffic and he jammed the brakes on.  As everything and everyone in the car lurched forward he instinctively reached out his hand to prevent his father from hitting the dashboard – just as he would have done if he had one of his small children with him.  At that moment he realized a shift had occurred in his relationship with his father.

There comes a moment in time when we realize our children have grown up…
There comes a time when we mark a graduation from one level to another…
And there comes a time when pastors and churches realize something has changed for them too…

As we visit the Bible, we find such a day in the people of God… a day we realized something had changed… we had grown up and God was going to be working with us in a way He had not done before…

Galatians 1 – 
1 But I say that so long as the heir is a child, he differeth nothing from a bondservant though he is lord of all; 2 but is under guardians and stewards until the day appointed of the father. 3 So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the rudiments of the world: 4 but when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 that he might redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
6 And because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 So that thou art no longer a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

We gather our congregations - more and more together and forget to send them out with the message…
Denominations may be more concerned with more churches than messengers…

There came a time when God’s dealings with the sons of men changed…
Instead of sending a patriarch, a law-giver, judges or kings…
Instead of sending propehets… God sent His Son.
And because of Him, we too can become Sons!  We were REDEEMED, adopted as sons so that we inherit the kingdom of God!

When was that message made known? – It was when the time was right.
It was that pivotal moment in the history of man that things changed.
And people everywhere deserve the opportunity to hear it… 
	Without the message of that good news, they cannot be part of it!
	But faith comes by hearing… and hearing by the word of God.

What made the fullness of time? – This is a phrase we’re more accustomed to using when a woman is pregnant.  We tend to count-down the months and weeks  and days until she is ready to deliver.  When 9-months has come we may tease her about her “readiness” – but in truth, we could say, “Her fullness of time has come.”

Nine-months is not how long it takes for the mother to be ready to “unload”…  no, 9-months is how long it takes for the baby to be fully formed and ready.  Until then, the baby isn’t ready… and that time also gives the parents opportunity to be ready for the baby’s arrival.

What took so long for mankind to be ready for the Son of God to be delivered to the sons of men? – Just as new parents want to have a nursery ready to receive their new child – God wanted earth to be ready for His.

The fullness of time was when the Romans had laid roads throughout their empire making travel more efficient… when the Jews had scattered throughout the known world delivering a message of the coming Hope in the form of a promised Messiah… it was when the Greeks had laid the foundation of a single language that could be used throughout the land(s).

These ingredients formed the “readiness” of earth… for the arrival from heaven.
With the roads the evangelists and heralds of the gospel could now easily travel everywhere to make their good news heard… And with the one language they could communicate with people anywhere… and what they communicated was the good news of the fulfillment of that hope that had already been made known to them!

Earth was ready to take the gospel everywhere, to all people… and THAT was when God sent His Son into the world.

When will God send His Son a second time?  The hope and the message has been told now for 2,000 years… when will it be fulfilled? – Answer:  IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME… when Earth is ready once again.  Until Earth is ready – Heaven won’t be sent.

Technology is now making us READY.  
If we skip ahead in history we find what will happen… but that means we will also find what MUST happen to get to the next FULLNESS OF TIME.

The disciples were curious… and so they asked:
Mt 24:14 – What sign shall we look forward to for the 2nd coming?
Jesus said, “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached to the entire world as a witness to every nation and then the end shall come.”

The good news of Jesus’ coming, his freeing us from the slavery to sin… the message that we’ve grown-up and stand ready to claim the adoption into God’s family, we’re ready to inherit the kingdom MUST BE PREACHED TO ALL NATIONS!    When that happens… then, the fullness of time will have come.

Haven’t we reached that point already?
Aren’t we doing missions and reaching lots of people?
Answer:  “No” , “Yes” and “No”.

We haven’t reached that point yet – we’re getting closer but we’re not there yet.
Yes, we’re doing missions and we’ve been doing it for hundreds of years now…
Yes, we’re reaching lots of people, but we haven’t reached every tongue, every tribe and every nation.  We’re reaching people, but not the peoples!

There are still 2,000 languages or more that don’t yet have the good news in their heart-language.  Over 1 Billion people on planet earth have never heard the gospel… and many of them are not only unreached, but they are un-targeted.  That is, we’re not even thinking about how to reach them.

Yet, this will change… look again at future history…
Rev 14:6-7 – “I saw an angel flying to and fro across the whole earth with the gospel to tell the inhabitants  of the earth, to every race, and tribe and people and language.

Maybe this is a picture of how the job will be done… we now have the flying to and fro across the whole earth the transmission waves of technology through things like the simple cell phone.  That little item we carry in our pockets, purses or strap to our belts.  We carry it to the mall, in our cars, to the office, in our home, to the ball games, the grocery store, the museum, karate classes, football practice, theme parks, theaters and more… and many of you have it with this morning right here in church.

Think about the time in which we live… that simple cellphone has the ability to communicate almost anywhere in the world.  A Bible application can be installed in mere seconds from anywhere on the globe and shared with people in thousands of languages.  

While we are currently reaching every one of the 195 countries in the world today with Bible applications every month - there’s still so many more to do… Again, we’re reaching people, but not the peoples!

Just as the printing press was called the invention of the millennium because of the revolution it brought about for mankind, perhaps it’s the ubiquitous iPhone and Android that could be the greatest inventions of mankind in this millennium  --because they can be used to bring the gospel to every person on the planet.

There are currently over 7-Billion cellphone subscriptions – that means there are now more cellphones than people on planet Earth.
But 1.1 Billion have never heard the name of Jesus.
Through technology we can reach them all 
Through technology it could be done in the next 3 years!!

There is a TED Talk on the internet (http://blog.ted.com/2012/07/12/detecting-pancreatic-cancer-early-qa-with-15-year-old-jack-andraka/) featuring a 14 year old kid who developed a cancer diagnosis method that is 40 times cheaper than anything else and 100% effective – he gave himself to this incredibly worthy cause while other 14 year olds were discussing getting an ice cream at the mall… logging in to Facebook or interested in multi-player games.  This young man was propelled by something bigger than himself while others were wasting time…  One of the striking statements this young man made was this, “I AM COMPELLED TO DO THIS!”

What has Christ compelled you to do? – If nothing, maybe you weren’t listening.]
Are we logging in to Facebook and not compelled with the face of God?
Are we so taken with games we’re not concerned with the kingdom?

We may well be in within sight of the next “fullness of time”.
More can be done NOW, in our lifetime, than all that has been done in the last 2,000 years!

What did people look for at the 1st coming?
What are we looking for at 2nd coming?
Are you willing to be compelled to do “something” for “nothing” ?


Are you willing to do something for ZERO…?
So that in THIS GENERATION there are Zero people groups without the gospel?
So that in THIS GENERATION there are Zero languages without the good news?
So that in THIS GENERATION if an angel wanted to fly to and fro across the earth proclaiming we can be more than the sons of men – we can be adopted and become the sons of God?



Sermon #4
The Role of “All Nations” in the 2nd Coming
Or – “How many is ALL?”
Or – “I was taught WRONG.”

Acts 10: 1-16;  27-29;  34-36;  39-48
	1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”

	 4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 

	7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. 

*  God first moved in the heart of Cornelius, a Gentile seeker.

9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners.

12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. 

* God then moved Peter, a Jew, to answer Cornelius’ prayers.

27 Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?” 

* Peter let God change his heart and overcome his prejudice.

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

* Peter shared the story of Jesus and called them to respond.

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 

* The Holy Spirit confirmed the genuineness of the Gentiles’ faith.

Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

* Peter baptized the Gentile believers and stayed to teach them.

This whole idea of reaching the Gentiles was something new to Peter…
But NOT to God… it was His idea from the very beginning… even when He chose Abraham and his descendants as His personal people, He still had the Gentiles in mind.

Look again at his calling…  (Genesis 12:2-3)
"I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.   I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

Notice there are two parts to this covenant:
1. I will bless you (and his descendants); and
2. ALL nations would be blessed through him.
To get a proper perspective of what God is saying and how many nations this includes…  ask a simple question:  “How many is ALL?”

ALL is not – a lot of, a bunch of, a great number of, a great majority of… it is ALL!!

And the word translated nations is the word “ethnos” from which we get the word ethnic.  If you’ve eaten tacos –you’ve eaten ethnic food.  If you’ve eaten spaghetti – you’ve eaten ethnic food.  If you’ve eaten grits – you’ve eaten ethnic food.  That is, it is a food that is most associated with a group of people.  

Similarly, God is saying “ALL GROUPS OF PEOPLE”.
The Bible phrasing for it is, “people of every tongue, tribe and nation.”
You see, God is not looking for lots of people in heaven – He’s looking for lots of peoples!
People of EVERY tongue, EVERY tribe and EVERY nation.

I need to ask a question at this point.  How many is “ALL”?  How many is “EVERY”?
Answer:  ALL is “all” and EVERY is “every”.  All nations and EVERY tongue means the great commission has always been God’s goal.  Missions isn’t just a New Testament theme – it’s a BIBLE theme for it has always been the mind, the heart and the goal of God.

Again, this idea of reaching all nations (peoples) is not just a New Testament theme – it’s a Bible theme.
It runs rampant throughout the entire Bible – EVEN THOUGH I WASN’T TAUGHT THAT.
In fact, I was taught just the opposite.  I was told “missions” isn’t in the Old Testament.
“I was taught WRONG!”

Let’s take a quick tour of just a portion of the Old Testament and see if God’s heart has always been for “all peoples”…  

Ps 67: 3-5
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. Selah.  May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.

Ps 67: 6-7
Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will bless us.
God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear Him.

I Chron 16:23-24
Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

Ps 72:11
All kings will bow down to him and all nations will serve him.

Isaiah 61:11
For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations

Jeremiah 3:17
At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of the LORD

Daniel 7:13-14
In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him.

The Old Testament is Filled With God’s Heart to Reach ALL NATIONS… even the Bible stories we grew up with!  We were taught “part” of the lesson, but not the “whole” lesson God wanted us to see.  For instance:

In the story of David and Goilath, we weren’t taught Missions – but it’s there!
I Samuel 17:46 –  This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee;… that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel

In the story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den, we weren’t taught Missions – but it’s there!
Daniel 6:25-26 -- Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the land: "May you prosper greatly!  "I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel . . .

Even when the Israelites were set free from Egypt and left… they didn’t go alone… 
Exodus 12:37 -- The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children.  Many other people went up with them.

God has ALWAYS had a heart and a home for ALL PEOPLES… 
They (we) have always been a part of His plan.  
Missions wasn’t an “after-thought” – it was the main thought of God!

Eventually – even the prophets recognized they had not accomplished God’s goal of reaching ALL the peoples and were shamed by their un-accomplishment.


Isaiah 26:18 -- We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth;

Isaiah recognized that they were like a pregnant mother who should have brought life into the earth, but instead no life came forth – only wind, only talk.  They had NOT brought deliverance to the peoples.


Story:
Two men were playing golf , one hit the ball right onto the green while the other player’s ball went into a gully far below the green.  The one below couldn’t see the hole from where he was so the one on the green reminded the him to merely “aim for the flag”.  The man below took time to select the perfect club and after a couple of practice swings hit the ball beautifully… it went streaking upward and came down right next to the flag.  It was only after he climbed up to the green that he saw that his ball had indeed landed next to the flag, but he saw his laughing buddy holding the flag 30-feet away from the hole!

The lesson?  It doesn’t matter if you hit the target… if it’s the wrong target!

4,000 years ago God let Abraham, and us, know His heart was to reach EVERY people group.
2,000 years ago Jesus confirmed the goal when He said, “Go into ALL the world…”

How are we doing?
Christ told us to accomplish one thing.
The job is not done.

What’s been our progress since 1974?
	12,000 Ethno-Linguistic groups in the world
	  6,000 Reached (2% or more evangelical believers)
	  3,000 Evangelism is taking place
	  3,000 Still Unreached, Unengaged and no-one planning to reach them.

Question:  How much longer should they have to wait to get gospel?  
       It’s already been 2000 -4000 years!

But wait – there’s good news!  Something is happening in THIS generation!
In just the last 7 Years – 
	      256 organizations sent 9,756 full-time workers
	      900 unreached groups have been engaged.
	  19,700 churches planted
	850,000 new believers

Why haven’t we reached the rest?
· They are in the most difficult regions to reach.
· Heavy opposition from non-Christian radicals
· Mission Boards have no more people to send
· Nobody is willing to try and fear of failure.
· Assumption that someone else will do it.
· “I didn’t know groups were left who needed someone to share gospel”


Just as Cornelius was begging Peter to come and share the gospel… there are still people groups who are begging us… and still others who don’t even know that we have such a treasure…
Peter recognized that he had to reach the “thems” of the world…
That was the necessity of the gospel!

Peter, Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, the early church fathers, Calvin, Luther and more were committed to living their lives for ZERO…

Zero cultures without a church…
Zero languages without the gospel…
Zero peoples without hope.

Zero is the target of heaven…
Revelation 5:9 -- And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;



SERMON #5
Intentional Giving – Intentional Generosity

There are few topics that frighten pastors as much as this one… not because it’s controversial (we all know what we should do) – but because human “defense shields” immediately go up when the topic is announced.  (Optional thought:  Butt-checks begin to squeeze tighter around our wallets.)  Pastors are frightened by it because we know those shields go up, people don’t want us to talk about it – and yet, if we don’t then we don’t preach the “whole counsel” of God.

The topic:  Money.  Not how to get it, but how to give it.
Today, you are NOT going to hear the usual, same-old, sermon and song about it.
I’m not going to promise you a big bundle of blessings for giving…
And neither am I going to try pulling on your heart-strings to manipulate you in some way.

One pastor recognized that our struggle with money was a sign of a spiritual struggle, not a financial one.  He found that every time he preached from Malachi about “bring ye the tithes into the storehouse” that his people “tuned out”.  He wondered why do they become “hard-hearted” when I teach straight from Scripture? – Then he realized, it wasn’t any different from when Malachi himself preached the lesson – it was soon after their “hearts of stone” response that God quit speaking through the Prophets.  That’s when there came a 400 year period of silence from Heaven!  It’s as though God said, “If you won’t listen – I won’t speak.”

So, today, let’s talk about this sensitive subject without getting defensive, hard-hearted, bored and without tuning out.

Knowing we need to base all our thinking on Scripture, let’s turn to a different reference to see the attitude of the earliest Christians… 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 (New Living Translation).

· First, the kind of giving we’ll look at is one initiated by God –
8:1 Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. 

· Incredible giving is done with incredibly joy – 
2 They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity.

· Incredible generosity is not coerced, guilt-ridden or manipulated – it’s by their own will – 
3 For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free will. 

· When done this way, leaders don’t beg the people – the people beg them
4 They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem.

· Done this way will , intentional giving explodes beyond perceived expectations
5 They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do.


· Intentional giving “rounds out” all the other good things of your Christian life
6 So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to you and encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. 7 Since you excel in so many ways- in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us- I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.

· What I’m saying today is by no means “pressure from the pulpit…”
8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches.
9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.

· I’m not going to say you “ought” to do anything, but I do offer a suggestion in wisdom and love –
10 Here is my advice: It would be good for you to finish what you started a year ago. Last year you were the first who wanted to give, and you were the first to begin doing it. 11 Now you should finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you have. 12 Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don't have. 13 Of course, I don't mean your giving should make life easy for others and hard for yourselves. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14 Right now you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they will have plenty and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things will be equal. 15 As the Scriptures say,
"Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over,and those who gathered only a little had enough."

· Your excitement has been contagious – you have “us” excited
16 But thank God! He has given Titus the same enthusiasm for you that I have. 17 Titus welcomed our request that he visit you again. In fact, he himself was very eager to go and see you. 18 We are also sending another brother with Titus. All the churches praise him as a preacher of the Good News. 19 He was appointed by the churches to accompany us as we take the offering to Jerusalem- a service that glorifies the Lord and shows our eagerness to help.

· Your gifts will be safeguarded and used wisely… not misspent and not misappropriated
20 We are traveling together to guard against any criticism for the way we are handling this generous gift. 21 We are careful to be honorable before the Lord, but we also want everyone else to see that we are honorable.

· Your joyful giving has made me proud of you and I cite you as an example to others – 
9: 1 I really don't need to write to you about this ministry of giving for the believers in Jerusalem. 2 For I know how eager you are to help, and I have been boasting to the churches in Macedonia that you in Greece were ready to send an offering a year ago. In fact, it was your enthusiasm that stirred up many of the Macedonian believers to begin giving.

· Here’s a rule-of-thumb for intentional, generous, outlandish giving that comes from the heart –
9:6 Remember this- a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. "For God loves a person who gives cheerfully." 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 


· Some things are remembered – Some things are remembered forever – 
9 As the Scriptures say, ”They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever."

· This is a new kind of giving.  This is God-enabled giving –
10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.

· This kind of heart-giving, this intentional generosity can become so God-enabled that it keeps on being supplied.  The joy you have from it can keep on coming –
11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. 

· The results? –
12 So two good things will result from this ministry of giving- the needs of the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God.
13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. 14 And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has given to you.

· This is the Christian living that is too good for words – 
15 Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!

What’s going on here?
Why are we talking about this?

In the day these words were written – there was a great need in Jerusalem.  There were many people who had a great need and Christians were called on and enabled by God to meet their need.  Have you ever noticed that when God wants to fill a need for someone – Heaven doesn’t open – instead God from heaven touches the heart of someone touchable to give.

For several weeks now we’ve talked about the fact that there are over 2,000 people groups who language has never had the name of Jesus in their vocabulary… there’s not a Bible in their hands… and there is little, or no, thought of them among the missionaries.  

They are unreached…
They are unengaged…
They are Bible-less…
They are church-less…
They are hope-less…  UNLESS WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE…

They’ve waited 2,000 years to hear what we’ve known all our lives…
Let’s not make them wait any longer!
Our God-enabled, joyful-hearted, non-manipulated giving can make the…
Term:  BIBLELESS PEOPLE go away.
Term:  UNENGAGED PEOPLE GROUP go away.
Term:  UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP go away.

This audacious, outlandish explosion of giving has already begun…
10 yrs ago – Less than 10 new translations/year
Last year – Over 70 translations
	From National Foundations – 20 years granted $250 Million to the Christian cause…
But in the last 10 years – $3.5 Billion

Right now there are over 600 Evangelical churches to every unreached people group…
That means that if just 1 out of 600 Evangelical churches were to adopt an unreached people group, we have enough churches right now to reach every one!

Yes it is possible that in our lifetime, with intentional, audacious generosity we could see…
The WHOLE CHURCH taking the WHOLE GOSPEL to the WHOLE WORLD


Give for a reason – TO FINISH THE TASK

Has this ever happened before? – Yes.
When God wanted something extraordinary to happen – he caused extraordinary giving.
He had given Moses a design for building the Tabernacle – a place to meet his people.

Ex 35: 5 Take a sacred offering for the LORD. Let those with generous hearts present the following gifts to the LORD: gold, silver, and bronze; blue, purple, and scarlet thread; fine linen and goat hair for cloth; tanned ram skins and fine goatskin leather; acacia wood; olive oil for the lamps; spices for the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; onyx stones, and other gemstones to be set in the ephod and the priest's chestpiece. "Come, all of you who are gifted craftsmen. Construct everything that the LORD has commanded:
 
*  So, how did that work out?
20 So the whole community of Israel left Moses and returned to their tents. 21 All whose hearts were stirred and whose spirits were moved came and brought their sacred offerings to the LORD. They brought all the materials needed for the Tabernacle, for the performance of its rituals, and for the sacred garments. 22 Both men and women came, all whose hearts were willing. They brought to the LORD their offerings of gold- brooches, earrings, rings from their fingers, and necklaces. They presented gold objects of every kind as a special offering to the LORD. 23 All those who owned the following items willingly brought them: blue, purple, and scarlet thread; fine linen and goat hair for cloth; and tanned ram skins and fine goatskin leather. 24 And all who had silver and bronze objects gave them as a sacred offering to the LORD. And those who had acacia wood brought it for use in the project.
25 All the women who were skilled in sewing and spinning prepared blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine linen cloth. 26 All the women who were willing used their skills to spin the goat hair into yarn. 27 The leaders brought onyx stones and the special gemstones to be set in the ephod and the priest's chestpiece. 28 They also brought spices and olive oil for the light, the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense. 29 So the people of Israel- every man and woman who was eager to help in the work the LORD had given them through Moses- brought their gifts and gave them freely to the LORD.


· The God-enabled giving was so much, it was too much for the God-given design 
5 They went to Moses and reported, "The people have given more than enough materials to complete the job the LORD has commanded us to do!"
6 So Moses gave the command, and this message was sent throughout the camp: "Men and women, don't prepare any more gifts for the sanctuary. We have enough!" So the people stopped bringing their sacred offerings. 7 Their contributions were more than enough to complete the whole project.





God is now building a new building… 
Not a temporary tabernacle, but the Church…  the entire body of believers…
Instead of precious stones, it’s being built, designed and formed of people…
Just as the variety of colors in the stones were a thing of splendor…

Now God is bringing together - People of EVERY tongue, Every tribe and Every nation… blending a harmony of  languages, colors and cultures in glorious anthems of praise…

The commission has been with us for 2,000 years from when Jesus gave it to the disciples…
The heart of God has been known for 4,000 years from the time of Abraham…

Now is the time to FINISH THE WORK…

The WHOLE CHURCH taking the WHOLE GOSPEL to the WHOLE WORLD.




Sermon #6
Scripture – Acts 8: 26-40
“Writing a brand new ending”
“The legacy of you and your church”

26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza."

27So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 

28and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it.

* Notice:  It was God who brought Philip and the Ethiopian together.

30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.  31"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

*  Did you notice too, that the Ethiopian was curious but confused by the Scriptures.

32The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:  "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

33In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth." 34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?"

35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus

*  Philip explained the Scriptures and shared the good news of Jesus.

36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" 38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 

*  The Ethiopian publically expressed his faith through baptism.

39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

40Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

*  The Ethiopian joyfully returned home and Philip was redeployed.

It seems that God puts certain people in our paths… 
Some for a reason…
Some for a season…
Some for a lifetime.

It’s important to discern who is which in order that you…
1 Fulfill the need;
2 Have your need met;
3 Won’t be disappointed when the time of parting arrives.
When you know which one it is – you’ll also know what to do.

When someone is in your life for a season – it’s usually for mutual help and growth or for sharing.
· These are the people you can count on… 
· This relationship may last months or years…
· It’s usually noted by the special “support” and “encouragement” you give each other.
· You might point to the relationship of Paul and Barnabbas for this one.
· If, or when, parting comes – it’s difficult, but each of you probably will move on to find another person like the one you just left.
· As Shakespeare said, “parting is such sweet sorrow”.
· 
When someone is in your life for a reason –it’s usually for something:
1)  you have expressed;
2)  they have expressed; or 
3)  one that God just knows about.  
*  Maybe they’ve come to assist you through a difficulty, give you guidance through a circumstance 
or support you through some need.  Are you (or they) there to give aid physically, emotionally or 
spiritually?
· If they seem like a god-send… they probably were.  
· This is where we find Philip in the Scripture we just read… He was there to explain God’s Word and God’s will to a man who didn’t understand.
· When we are in someone’s life for a Reason – and they in ours – something will usually be said or done to bring that relationship to an end.  In this case, God removed Philip and redeployed him.

Whether you have someone in your life for a reason or a season – there’s a purpose behind it.

Philip was enjoying a remarkable spiritual awakening in Jerusalem, but the Spirit of God moved him from delight to the desert.  For a purpose? – Absolutely!

A gentile reading the Scripture needed to understand… Philip was the God-send answer to his need.
Philip was there for a Reason – and then, he moved on.

Philip seemed to be a very Reason-able person – He went from one Reason to another… from a man in the desert riding alone in his chariot… to a place called Azotus (also known as Ashdod).  It was one of the five chief cities of the Philistines.

Wait a minute – haven’t we heard of the Philistines before?  Wasn’t this the army of gentiles that David questioned, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should taunt the armies of the living God?” – I Sam 17:26.

Yes, it seems that Philip’s “REASON” of ministry was to satisfy needs among the gentiles…
Peter had to learn that lesson a bit harder…  at one time he removed himself from a group of gentile Christians and by doing so he influenced other Jews to follow.  Paul took him to task about this and he learned a difficult lesson…(Galatians 2).

Paul had to learn the REASON of his ministry to the gentiles too.  He was so set on only ministering to Jews through Judaism that he had to be literally “knocked out of the saddle” (Acts 9).  

But what about us?  -- What about You?

Who are you to be a REASON to?
Whose need are you to supply?
Are we responsible for the gentiles too?  (Don’t forget – unless you are Jewish, you ARE one!)

God has never been quiet about his desire to reach the gentiles…
As we’ve seen in previous weeks – He made it clearly understood when he chose the first Jew that He also wanted the Gentiles (Gen 12: 2-3)
	2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a 
blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with 
contempt.  All the families on earth will be blessed through you. "

As we look back through the pages of Scripture we see that God considered the gentiles his target too!
Gentile widow that Elijah helped
Gentile leper that Elisha healed
Gentile harlot that helped Joshua
Gentile woman Ruth - married Boaz and made lineage of David and Jesus
Gentile soldier that Jesus marveled at for his faith.
Gentile king that Daniel won and who proclaimed that everyone in his king should 
worship the God of Daniel.
Gentiles went up with Israelites out of Egypt.
Gentiles sought Solomon for the wisdom of God.
Gentiles heard about David and Goliath - 

Gentiles are not just a New Testament concept… we saw that the prophets knew this…
Isaiah 26:18 – “We were to bring life into the world, but we only passed wind.”

Jesus had them in mind when He commissioned us to “Go into ALL the world…” – (Mk 16:15)

Now God is bringing them to mind again through all we’ve seen over these past few weeks.
God is on a march around the world and He invites us to join Him as He finishes His task!

This generation in which we live now has the manpower, the technology, the finances, the training and the insight to do more for reaching people of every tongue, tribe and nation than any generation before!

Right now 155,000 people are becoming believers every day…  (may need updated numbers here
	54,000 in Africa						these were the latest I had…)
	46,000 in Latin America
	43,0000 in Asia
	12,000 in North America
	Globally, the world has 60,000 new churches planted each week (over 1,000/week)!
	Statistically, 11 people are watching the Jesus movie every second…
	And 1 in 10 profess faith in Jesus – that’s 1 new believer every second!
Did you notice something?
When God visits planet Earth – He may not be focusing His attention on us – the US?
He’s doing remarkable things around the globe and he invites us to join Him for a REASON!
We are right in the middle of seeing God write a new chapter in the history of His Church!

The World Christian Encyclopedia says, 
	Of all the world evangelization that has EVER been done…
	50% of it happened in the last 200 years…
	50% of that part has happened since World War 2
	50% of that portion has happened since 1980!!
More is being done RIGHT NOW than ever before…
When you understand this – you can’t just “go to church” like we’ve always done…
Something new is happening and God is calling you to Join Him!
	Make your life count for a REASON!
	Make it count for ZERO… that there will be ZERO people groups without a Bible.
	Make it count for ZERO… that there will be ZERO people groups without a church.
	Make it count for ZERO… that there will be ZERO people groups without the gospel
	Make it count for ZERO… that there will be ZERO language groups w/o the story in their tongue

Somewhere in the world there’s a new “Ethiopian eunuch” trying to understand God…
Somewhere in the world there’s a new “Ethiopian eunuch” but without a Bible at all…
Somewhere in the world there’s a new “Ethiopian eunuch” without hope…
He’s un-evangelized.
He’s un-churched.
He’s un-reached.
He’s un-targeted.

He needs a “Philip” to explain it…
He needs a “Philip” to think about him…
He needs a “Philip” to address his need…

God needs a “Philip” to go…
God needs a “Philip” to give…
God needs a “Philip” to provide…
	Provide the gospel story in his language…
	Provide a church, a missionary, a pastor…

For God’s sake – “Don’t do Nothing” – Do Something for ZERO.

The only way we know anything about Philip is that his story was told --
What will be your story?
What will be the legacy of you… your church?
What will be the story you and your church have written about how you were there for 
a REASON?

You have the opportunity to write a new story with a brand new ending…
God has sent you an invitation to join Him – it’s marked RSVP – How will you (your church) respond?


Appendix 2

30-days of Devotions

Why only 30?
These are to be used by your congregation and church family each week you are preaching the 6-sermons in Appendix 1.

The idea is you Preach on Missions on Sunday.
Your church family is daily hearing from God Monday thru Friday.  (Everybody takes Saturday off).

Then, Sunday comes again… you preach… and they follow that up with the daily devotions Monday thru Friday again.

Then… Repeat each week.






Count For Zero - Devotional
Day 1

SCRIPTURE:
“everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” – Isaiah 43:7.

STORY
Even though he was young in his career, Lyle was a salesman and he took pride learning all he could about the cars he was selling.  Even though he’d been at this dealership less than a year, he was near the top of the list of salesmen with the greatest number of sales for the fiscal year.

The big awards dinner was near and every fiber within him knew he would be named “Salesman of the Year.”  He was ready for the beaming pride his wife would display when he was recognized by the boss and his peers.  But what a shock it was to his senses when he wasn’t given the honor.  He was almost embarrassed and even a little angry.  After all, his sales were dynamic, his customers pleased and his numbers excellent.

Lyle approached the boss and wanted to know why he wasn’t the “Salesman of the Year.”  That’s when his boss explained, “Lyle, you’re a great salesman and you’ve sold an extremely impressive number of cars, but that doesn’t turn a profit for me.  My real profit is in the add-ons, the extras, the options that go with the cars, and that’s where you’ve let me down.  You made me a profit, but you could have done much better if you’d concentrated on the right things.”

PROBLEM:
Christians are often like Lyle.  We think we’re doing a great job of giving God glory – and to be truthful, maybe we are.  But could we have given Him GREATER glory?  Why would He be pleased if we gave him “some” glory, a “lot” of glory, or even a tremendous amount of glory, if we could have given him greater – or even the “greatest” glory?

SOLUTION:
Today’s devotion is to help you discover how to give God the GREATEST glory.  He made you, formed you, and called you by His name – FOR HIS GLORY.  And He has every right to expect you to give Him the greatest glory possible.  So what is it?  How do we move from giving Him glory to the greatest glory?  By recognizing our purpose:  to share Him with people of EVERY tongue, EVERY tribe, and EVERY nation.  Not just some of them – a lot of them – or even a tremendous number of “thems”, but every one of them!

APPLICATION:
In your time of prayer, ask God to show you what you can do to bring Him the greatest glory.  Ask Him to give you a heart for accomplishing the task He set before us over 2,000 years ago.  Ask Him to make your heart burn within you to live passionately for His greatest glory.

WEB APPLICATION:
In order to redeem people from every tongue, tribe and nation, people need to be able to read God’s Word to understand His ways and become true disciples.  

Go to:  (choose one)
 www.sil.org/sil or
 www.IssacharInitiative.org or
 www.CountForZero.com 
and read up on 
SIL’s history or 
Issachar Initiative or 
Count For Zero
or any other of the partnering ministries… 
and see how they fit into the “big picture” of what God is doing.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  
Bengalis
	Population:  95 Million
	Country:  Bangladesh
	Language:  Bengali
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· That the Bengalis who have lost homes, possessions, and loved ones in annual monsoons would find God’s loving-kindness and provision;
· That Bengalis living abroad would be welcomed by followers of Jesus who will share His good news with them;
· That Bengali women would see themselves as God’s handiwork, an important thread in the tapestry of His kingdom.


Count For Zero – Devotional
Day 2

SCRIPTURE:  
"You are worthy to take the scroll and break its seals and open it.
For you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  And you have caused them to become
a Kingdom of priests for our God.  And they will reign on the earth."  Then I looked again, and I heard the voices of thousands and millions of angels around the throne and of the living beings and the elders. 12 And they sang in a mighty chorus:
"Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered, to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing." - Revelation 5: 9-12


STORY:
Sid and Carol were both the product of farmer families so it was only natural that they wanted to do something in the same line of work.  They were both more wired for selling produce than raising it, so they poured their energies into setting up their own little market.

Their farming background specialized in apples so their business venture started with them selling apples… all sorts and varieties!  They were doing well, but another family started a similar business just down the street and that meant competition.  As time went on, their once brisk business began to slow and dwindle and they noticed that more and more customers were shopping with their competition.

The couldn’t understand it.  They had the lots of good apples.  Why would customers go elsewhere?  The answer was because people wanted more than just apples.  They wanted fruit and vegetables or every kind and they wanted to get it all at one place.  The competition was winning because they offered customers diversity with a full range of choices… just the fact that they offered a greater variety made their business more attractive to any potential customer.

PROBLEM:
Christianity that only produces more fruit like itself isn’t that appealing to our One customer, God.  Real Christianity understands that our One customer has wanted variety in praise, worship, fellowship from the beginning.  He takes great delight in receiving praise from people of all cultures, colors, languages and background… not just “apples”.

SOLUTION:
We must regain the heart that God has for the diversity of the world.  Diversith wasn’t an accident – it was in the mind of God from the beginning.  But we must also realize that He isn’t satisfied with simple diversity;  He wants to bring it all that diversity back together in harmony.  Just as a singer may receive some glory from a wonderful solo, how much more glory is given in song when 3- or 4-part harmony… or an entire orchestra blends into a symphony of praise.

STORY APPLICATION:
Let God show you His plan and desire to touch the lives of people from every tongue, tribe, and nation!  Begin to see the glory He will receive when representatives from all peoples cast their crowns before Him and sing praises to His majesty and glory!  Ask Him to instill in you the desire to be a part of the multi-cultural crowd of diversity that worships before Him as He brings all that diversity back together in harmony.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountforZero.com  (and link to www.wycliffe.org/Pray/BiblelessPeoplesPrayerProject.aspx and look for links to learn about how you can pray for a people who have no Bible and keep praying until they do have a translation in their language!

PRAY for an unreached people group:
	JAT
	Population: 15.4 million
	Country:  NW India and S Pakistan
	Language:  Hindi
	Religion:  Hinduism

PRAYER POINTS: 
· That God will raise up new global workers to share God’s love to the Jat in both India, Pakistan, Russia and Ukraine.
· Ask the Lord of the harvest to reveal Himself to the Jat through dreams and visions until real messengers can get to them.
· Ask the Lord to have multiple churches around the globe to adopt the Jat people.



Count For Zero – Devotional
Day 3

SCRIPTURE:  
I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you. – Genesis 12: 2-3.

STORY:
Greg was excited about his new job.  He sat in his office looking out the window and thought about how he had finally “made it”.  He was now officially successful in the eyes of his parents, his wife and even himself.  His new contract with the company was completed and it was filled with bonuses.  Besides the handsome salary, great office, company car, adequate expense account, generous vacation and insurance, there were also those sales bonuses that were elaborately detailed.

Three months later Greg was looking for another job.  It seems he had spend all his time enjoying the great benefits of his new position and not the responsibilities that came with it.  He had been expected to produce sales, lists of new customers and a fresh, vibrant marketing program… none of which had really been accomplished in spite of 30 and 60-day reviews.

PROBLEM:
Just as Greg was happy with his new position, so are many Christians who have newly come to Christ.  They are excited about becoming a child of God, forgiven of all their transgressions.  They were emboldened by their new prayer privileges and looking forward to a life of being filled with the Spirit.  But they seem to have forgotten that along with the blessings comes the responsibility of making God famous to people of every tongue, tribe and nation.  Missions has taken the backseat in the modern church, instead of being the motivation and end result of all we do.

SOLUTION:
Take a closer look and make a renewed commitment to God’s goals for planet Earth and look again at the “bottom line” purposes God has for YOU and your church.

STORY APPLICATION:
If you have not marked the missions portion of God’s covenant with Abraham in the beginning of Genesis 12, grab your Bible and do it now.  If you find you’ve already notated, underlined or highlighted the part of Abraham being blessed, then mark the end portion of that verse in different color so it grabs your attention in the days and years to come.



WEB APPLICATION:
Go to:  www.Count ForZero.com (and link with www.Wycliffe.org/FeatureStories/TheLanguageoftheir Dreams.aspx) and read how one people are ready to have the bible in their own language.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  
Lao
	Population:  15.4 Million
	Region:  SE Asia
	Language:  Laotian
	Religion:  Buddhists

PRAYER POINTS:
· That God will raise up new global workers to shear God’s love to the Loa scattered across South East Asia.
· Ask the Lord to have multiple churches around the globe adopt the Lao people.
· Ask the Lord to send in radio broadcasts and other forms of the Gospel so they can hear the message of God’s love.


Count For Zero – Devotional
Day 4

SCRIPTURE:
“I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” – John 4:35

STORY:
Sharon was the new Vice-President of International Relations of a major Fortune-500 company.  Her job was to spread the news and work her company to as many major companies in foreign countries as possible.  Her work was more vibrant and exciting than she had ever imagined… and also much less demanding than she ever thought.

Instead of having to leave home and family behind to travel to the vast, unreached countries it seemed as though the business was bringing them to her!  The company had entered an international publicity program that was paying off in great rewards.  Not a week went by without several requests and many visits from international businessmen.

PROBLEM:
Many Christians have not realized that God has been ringing the internationals to us for generation.  America has always been made up of a melting pot of people and peoples.  Universities have been attracting international students, businesses have been bringing foreign companies, and our major cities have been sponsoring multi-cultural events for years.  But as a whole, American Christianity hasn’t recognized this as the huge opportunity it is to do international missions from home.  God has been bringing the internationals to us and we haven’t seized the opportunity to capitalize on it for Him.

SOLUTION:
Being making a strategic list of what international opportunities that are around you and recognize them as ministry opportunities that God has brought to you.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to open your eyes to the international fields that are “white unto harvest” right in your own backyard (your neighborhood, your business, your school, your town, your city)… ans ask Him to make your heart yearn for them.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to ???? we need a site people can go to in order to find foreign businesses in their area… or universities with foreign students… etc.)


PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  
AIMELE
	Population:  200
	Country:  Papua, New Guinea
	Language:  Aimele
	Religion:  Tribal

PRAYER POINTS:
· Pray that God will quickly raise up new workers for this unreached people group among other tribal groups who have come to know the Lord.
· Pray that Aimele will be receptive to the message of those who come to them.
· Ask God to give them the freedom to throw away their idols and fetishes and abandon everything to the Lord.
· Pray that they will convert as an entire people group at once.




Count For Zero – Devotional
Day 5

SCRIPTURE:
He said to him, “ Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands.” – Matt 22:37-40.

STORY:
A visitor was going through one of the great automobile plants and seemed to be overwhelmed by the complexity of it all.  In one department engine testing was taking place, in another drive-trains were being assembled, in another scientific testing of oils and engine additives, still another was populated by accountants, dealership owners, union reps, service reps, designers, engineers... and so many more that he couldn’t retain all that he had seen.

The tour guide, seeing him about to leave still mystified with the whole process, gently approached him and asked, “Is there anything else I can explain to you?”  The man just shook his head in amazement that any corporation that big could be organized to run so smoothly.  All he could say was, “It’s beyond me.  It’s just too much, too big, too overwhelming!”  Then the guide replied, “Let me see if I can make this a bit easier to understand.  There are only two divisions in the whole complex really:  MAKE the cars and SELL the cars.  Everything else just falls under one of these two simple categories.

PROBLEM:
Bible study, discovering God’s purpose for our lives, learning to live for Him, how we handle our finances, how we raise our children, how we live our lives, how we maintain our marriages… all the facets of understanding God seem such an immense task!  But we complicated something that’s really very simple.

SOLUTION:
Our lives are simply to do two things:  Love God and love people.  Or said in another way:  glorify God in all areas of life and take His glory to all peoples of the earth.  Everything falls under one of these two categories.  And a principle Jesus gave about another topic may apply well here… “this should be done and not leave the other undone.”

STORY APPLICATION:
Do you need to get back to “simple”?  Have you made the whole realm of Christianity a bit more complex that it needs to be?  What if this were the simple message of the church?  What if it was the simple theme of your life?  Take a moment and ask God to renew the simple things of His Word and your life.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link it to www.thetravelingteam.org/?q=node/134 and read David Bryant’s article on what it means to be a world Christian.

PRAYER FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:
Yizi
	Population:  2,700
	Region:  Southern China
	Language: Mandarin
	Religion: Ethnic Religions

PRAYER POINTS:
· Though a small group of people, the Yizi are scattered across three provinces in southern China.  Pray that God will raise up fellow Chinese believers to reach out to them.
· Pray that the Yizi will be receptive to the message of those who come to them.
· Pray that entire families will come to know the Lord at the same time.





Count For Zero – Devotional
Day 6

SCRIPTURE:
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  -  Mark 16:15

STORY
Dean was in junior high when he began sensing a call to ministry.  He assumed he was the first in his family to be a preacher (a family line that included coal-miners, horse-traders and even some thieves and killers).  Later on as his own family grew, he hoped that his own sons, future grandsons and more beyond them would also be called to ministry.

Many years into his ministry his own father began taking up a new hobby of doing family genealogical studies and tracing the roots and branches of their family tree.

That’s when Dean was amazed to find he wasn’t the first preacher in the family after all.  In fact, his family held a heritage of ministry.  He was not the second or even the third preacher in the family   It seemed as if God had long ago chosen to use various men within the family for his own purposes.

PROBLEM:
God’s people seems to have also been under the illusion that God initiated the “Great Commission” during Jesus’ day when He said, “Go ye unto all the world.”  But doing a background study in the Old Testament, we find that “missions” isn’t something new to the Church – it’s been God’s will from the very beginning!

SOLUTION:
Modern Christians need to realize that “missions” isn’t some new concept initiated by Jesus.  We must understand this aspart of the reaon for our existence, part of the commission to God’s people throughout all the ages!  Missions isn’t a new tactic – it’s the old mission statement from God and the job description of all who follow him.

STORY APPLICATION:
Look at what we’ve always called the “Great Commission” in the New Testament.  If you don’t have it underlined or marked in some way, go ahead and do it.  But don’t close your Bible after that – make a note in a margin that links this verse with God’s covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12: 2,3), Isaac and Jacob in later chapters.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to Appendix B in “Unveiled At Last”).  Look at all the “mission” verses listed throughout the Old Testament.  Are you beginning to see that “missions” is not just a New Testament concept – it’s a Bible concept!  

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  
BUGIS
	Population:  5 million
	Country:  Indonesia (Sulawesi)
	Language:  Buginese
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· Ask God to raise up laborers from the Chinese believers who live and work in Indonesia.
· Pray for the completion of an up-to-date Buginese translation of the Bible and that Bugis would find God’s Word to be alive, powerful and active.
· Pray that Budi radicals would come face to face with the Lord and would become just as zealous for God’s Kingdom.


Count For Zero – Devotional
Day 7

SCRIPTURE:
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. – Matthew 24:14

STORY:
The kids were looking forward to their dad returning home form his long business trip.  He e-mailed ahead that his plane would arrive about 4:0l0 pm.  It would take 20-25 minutes to get his luggage picked up and another 40-45 minutes to drive home.  So he told his wife not to expect him before 5:000 pm.  

Nonetheless, the children began watching and waiting for Dad right after breakfast.  Every few minutes one would gaze out the window and, seeing no sign of their father, report to the others, “Not yet!”  Mom kept reminding them it would be after 5:00 this afternoon, but that didn’t stop their yearning and looking for him.

PROBLEM:
The church has a promise that our Father will send Jesus back to plantet Earth.  We keep looking, preaching, expecting and anticipating His imminent return.  But, we’re still waiting.  Is it in vain?  Not at all.  He promised a return, but He also told us not to expect Him beore people of every tongue, tribe and nation have been redeemed.

SOLUTION:
The church should expect the return of Jesus and we should also help to make it happen.  By fulfilling the Great Commission, we can expect His great and promised return.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to encourage your heart about His return – and put a passion in your heart to speed it along by helping to fulfill that commission.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to : www.CountForZero.com  (link to www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/second-coming-of-christ.htm ) and see if the writer of this article understood that all nations have to be reached first.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:
Liude
	Population:  1,400
	Region:  Southwest China
	Language:  Nousu
	Religion:  Ethnic Religions

PRAYER POINTS:
· There are no known Scriptures or recordings for the Liude people.  Ask God to raise up translators who can get the Bible (or portions of it) into their language.
· The Liude have many gods and spirits that must be appeased in order to maintain order in the community.  Ancestors are also worshiped.  Ask God to show Himself more powerful than anything the Liude worship.
· Ask the Lord tohave churches adopt these people in prayer and to have a team sent to minister among them.




Count For Zero – Devotions
Day 8

SCRIPTURE:
Be still, and know that I am God:  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. – Ps 46:10.

STORY:
Amanda was in her senior year and excitement was high as the annual yearbooks finally arrived.  Susan was Amanda’s best friend and the two eagerly waited in line to receive their own personal copy.  Giggles and outright laughter was heard throughout the hallways as everyone opened their books to see the variety of pictures and poses of the students, faculty and administration.

As Susan and Amanda received their books, their fingers began to turn and flip through the pages – each one turning to their own official student picture.  They found themselves  in the cheerleading squad photo, followed by the school choral team and other shots.  They counted the number of times each was pictured, whether they look great or goofy .  Their goal was to find every picture of themselves throughout the whole book.

PROBLEM:
That’s the way many Christians use their Bible.  They’re eager to have a Bible and then search throughout it for pictures of themselves, that is, verses that they can apply to life for their own benefit.  While we’ve been taught to say the Bible is all about God, when we read it we look for verses about us!

Just as in today’s Scripture verse, we tend to focus on “us and God” – most of us could quote the first part of the verse, but we’ve omitted, ignored and overlooked the latter portion.  Our Bibles become marked, underlined, notated and highlighted with verses that are about us:  How God will bless us, watch over us, take care of us, protect us, adopt us, get us into heaven and how He will provide a safe and secure life for us until that happens.

As a result, we emphasize verses about God’s grand plans for us and ignore ones about our responsibility to Him.  WE memorize verses about God’s blessings and not ones about His expectations.  We look for themes of safety and security and not sacrifice.

SOLUTION:
Begin reading your Bible as it was intended, that is, seeking both, blessings AND responsibilities.  You can even read portions you’ve read and marked previously, but this time look for the “rest” of the implications and demands on every Christian.  Look for everything God wants you to know – not just what you want to hear.

STORY APPLICATION:
Have your Bible and a sheet of paper handy.
Now turn through your Bible and just look for verses that have been marked in some way.  As you flip through the pages, tally how many marked verses are about “you” and what God will do “for you”…  and then tally how many verses marked are about His glory and His desires.  If the “you” and “blessed” verses outnumber those about God and His glory, your outlook may be out of balance.

WEB APPLICATION:
Google “pro Israel” and then browse through some of the different findings.  Then google, “anti Israel” and see what else you find.  When you read what’s written on either side – you’ll see that the writers give almost no recognition to what’s on the other side.  What will you miss if you only read one-side of the situation?  What will you miss if you only read the blessings and not the responsibilities of being  a Christian?

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  
Bania
	Population:  26.6 million
	Country:  India
	Language:  Hindi
	Religion:  Hinduism

PRAYER POINTS:
· Ask God to raise up new workers to go and touch the hearts of key leaders in the Bania people that they might be the beginning of a breakthrough among these people.
· Certain numbers of them are caught up in a cult called the Lingayat Cult.  Ask God to open their eyes to the lies of Satan.
· Pray that churches will adopt this people group and that they will send teams to minister among them.
· Pray that the Indian believers themselves will reach out to them.




Count For Zero – Devotions
Day  9  UNFINISHED

SCRIPTURE:
“And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake.  But there shall not an hair of your head perish.” – Luke 21:6-18

STORY:
There was a comedy made in 1978 titled “Heaven Can Wait.”  In that movie, a young football player died when he wasn’t supposed to due to an overly zealous guardian angel.  The man merely “woke up dead” and knowing he wasn’t supposed to die when he did, insisted that the angel find another body for him to inhabit, so he could play football.  

As it turns out, the angel did find him a suitable body and the young man went on to play football in someone else’s body.  In this fictional tale, the young man died, but nothing f the “real him” was hurt:  his skills were not diminished nor were his purposes and goals harmed or changed.

PROBLEM:
Bible verses like today’s scripture reading (Luke 21:16-18) often leave the reader confused.  We tend to emphasize only the latter portion of the verse, “Not a hair of your head will perish,” and we ignore the part of being put to death and hated because of Chris.  How can both parts be true?

How can God knowing some followers will have their lives cut short and others will live a life burdened by the hate of others, still say not a hair of their head will perish?

Obviously there’s a bit of poetic description there.  While we won’t come back to earth in another body and fulfill our destiny like the football player in the movie, we will come back in a resurrected body to proclaim the glory and majesty of the Almighty and to reign with Him forever and ever!  THAT is our ultimate destiny and no amount of hate, disgust, or persecution by others will ever keep that from happening.  Even though we may be hated and put to death, the dream and vision of God’s goal for us will not be harmed.  

Missionaries have no guarantees that life will be safe, soft, easy or comfortable.  In fact, many have a guarantee that it will NOT be.  So why do they do it?  What could be such a powerful persuader that would compel them to leave country, job, friends family and familiarity for a culture, language, customs they don’t understand and a place where they may have much to fear?



SOLUTION:
Equip yourself with the right mind-set to deal with these battles.  This is why the Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit.  (“After that the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be witnesses unto me…” – Acts 1:8) 

Christians have two prime motivators within them: a desire to be blessed and a desire to see God glorified.  When the basic motivation is being blessed, our concerns for making life safe, soft, easy and comfortable become primary and while we want God to be glorified, we prefer to do it from our life of ease.  

But when our basic motivation is to see God glorified, our life of ease takes the backseat.  We can seek to glorify God in spite of danger and discomfort because there is a compelling nature within us.  This is what happened for some when you read and hear stories of the martyrs who have chosen to die for the Faith.

Typically, this kind of heart-change doesn’t occur easily… it comes as a result of a direct confrontation and indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  It comes from falling in love with God and seeing his majesty and glory.  It results as the fruit of life-changing revival and re-arranged priorities.  It’s the outcome of taking all things you value and placing them below the desire for knowing God and making Him known.

STORY APPLICATION:
Are you comforted at all by the idea that no matter what happens to you in the life, ultimately, no hair of your head will be hurt?  Your ultimate dreams, spiritual fantasies, God’s ultimate promises for you will be fulfilled.  You will rise and join Him in whom you have believed.  You will have eternity to say, “I was right!  I was right!  I was right!  His IS marvelous!  His promises ARE sure!  He alone is filled with majesty and glory forever and ever!”  No amount of hate, discomfort, or death can keep this from you.  Set your heart on things above!

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/129587.stm) where you will read about 10 statues erected in Westminster Abbey commemorating 20th century Christian martyrs… modern day Christians representing martyrs chosen to represent persecution and oppression in each continent.



Count For Zero – Devotions
Day  10
SCRIPTURE:
Be still, and know that I am God:  I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

STORY:
Sally wanted to make a meatloaf just like her grandmother used to make.  She had attempted to get the recipe, but grandma seemed to always forget to fulfill her request.  One day she finally had grandma alone and asked one more time for help in reproducing the family-famous meal.  Age had been creeping up on the older lady’s memory cells, but she got most everything right.

The next evening Sally waltzed into the dining room filled with eager family members and produced the long-anticipated meatloaf.  “Ta-da!”  Sally exclaimed as she set the platter in the middle of the table.  Everyone was eager to taste it but when they did… it just wasn’t right.  The meatloaf didn’t taste “bad,” but it didn’t have grandma’s “zest” in it.  You see, the recipe grandma’s elderly mind remember wasn’t incorrect; it was just incomplete.

PROBLEM:
The Bible stories we were taught growing up are similar to the meatloaf with the missing ingredients.  What we were taught and what we preached hasn’t been wrong, but much of our “recipes” seem to have a missing ingredient – MISSIONS!  It was in the original recipes, our major bible stories, but somehow it got left out and overlooked, resulting in Bible teaching that wasn’t incorrect, but it was incomplete.

So many of the familiar Bible stories were only taught on one level… usually about how you live your life so that God blesses you.  As a result we only preach and teach about the story applies to the life of our listeners, but we forget to show how our listener is to apply himself to goal of reaching people of every tongue, tribe and nation.  

There’s a side to those stories that has been so often overlooked, that is, the responsibility of sharing God’s goal and love with others - Missions.

SOLUTION:
Reclaim the dual-focus of the Bible’s theme!  Preach and teach ALL the counsel of God!  Teach how God wants to affect them, bless them and love them, but also how He wants to reach “all nations”.  Remember, both ingredients are required in the proper recipe.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to give you eyes and ear that are sensitive to seeing both themes in Bible stories, sermons, teaching and even your personal Bible study time.
Now, look back at some of your favorite Bible stories and see if you can find the Missions theme there.  Try these:  Ps. 67:1-5;  1 Sam 17:46;  Dan 6:25-26a;  Exodus 12:37.  Look for words and phrases like:  “other people”, “all nations”, “peoples”.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to most any major news site and just look at the countries mentioned in today’s headlines.  Take that as God’s “Prayer Request List” for you today – pray for God’s glory to be revealed in the far away places you see in the headlines.

Go to www.CountForZero.com and look at more of the Scripture references to missions, especially in the Old Testament.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Muslims in Dearborn, Michigan
	Population:  32,000
	Region:  East Dearborn, Michigan, USA
	Language:  Arabic, English
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· Dearborn, Michigan now has the largest single concentration of Arab Muslims in North America.  There are 32,000 Arab Muslims from Leganon, Yemen and Iraq living in East Dearborn, making up almost 1/3 of the population.  Pray for believers living all around them to reach out to them in love.
· Ask God to speak to them in dreams to bring them to Himself.
· Ask God to give them insight into the difference between “Americans” and “Christians”.  Pray that the light of Christ shines through true believers.


Count For Zero – Devotions
Day  11
SCRIPTURE:
For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.

STORY:
Upon opening a disregarded trunk found in a dilapidated building Peter was excited when his eyes fell upon what seemed to be a very old letter.  Through the years of wear and tear, half the letter was missing.  It was not the first or second half, as in the beginning or the end of the letter; instead the right side of each page was gone, as if purposefully torn away from the left side.  Was it rage or jealousy that caused the diving?  “Ahhh,” he thought, “a mystery to solve!”  

Upon first inspection the letter gave little information, but Peter thought he could deduce the letter’s intent.  His half seemed to suggest nothing more than a letter written to pass the time from one acquaintance to another.

However, further down in the trunk, hidden under heavy objects that had shifted during years of moving from one place to another, was the other half, missing only because the shifting of the weights tore the letter.

As it turned out, Peter found himself reading a letter that revealed the deepest treasures of the author’s heart.  Love, fear, passion, and endearments streamed from each page.  A life of reward and regrets seemed to pour froth freely.

PROBLEM:
Like the rescued letter yielding only half its information, those who read their Bible only to see what God will do for them will miss the whole heart and intention of God.  They are seeing, hearing, learning, preaching and teaching only half the message.  They see, know and proclaim only half of God’s heart.   They miss God’s love and desire for the “thems” of the world.

SOLUTION:
Begin reading your Bible looking for both halves of God’s heart:  yourself and others – and not just others like you, but others as in other tongues, tribes and nations.  Discover God’s whole heart and His entire purpose for you.

STORY APPLICATION:
Open your Bible and look at the verses you’ve already highlighted, underlined, circles or noted.  Now use a different color highlighter to find the “other half” of God’s heart.




WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link with www.essex1.com/people/paul/bible13e.html) and see if the “other half” (missions) can be found in this story.

If you haven’t finished the job yet, go to www.CountForZero.com (and link with Appendix B of Bob Sjogren’s “Unveiled At Last”) and finish marking the “other half” of God’s heart (missions) in the Bible references shown.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Pima Tribe
	Population:  1,200
	Country:  Mexico
	Language:  Spanish
	Religion:  Tribal

PRAYER POINTS:
· Christianity is in many of the people around the Pima, but has not yet reached them.  Please pray for New Tribes Mission who is seeking to plant churches among them.
· Ask God to raise up believers from people groups close to them who will go over and share the Gospel with their neighbors.
· Ask God to help the Pima people see that He has power over the addictions of this world.
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Day  12

SCRIPTURE:
Where there is no vision, the people perish… - Proverbs 29:18

STORY:
Construction was heavy around the new town centerpiece.  A new city hall was under way and the workers looked like a busy colony of ants.  Each worker seemed to know what he was supposed to be doing and was busy doing it.

A curious on-looker watched a group of masons busily working away and decided to inquire what they were doing.  The first worker said, “I’m laying bricks.”  The second said, “I’m building a wall.”  And the third one replied, “I’m building city hall.”

The reply from each gives insight into their perspectives.  One had a very limited vision;  he was merely laying one brick on top of another.  The second revealed a slightly larger view by saying he was building a wall.  But it was only the third one who saw the big picture, the overall goal of the architect, what was happening and  understood his role in making it happen – he was building CITY HALL!

SOLUTION:
Christians must see God’s overall plan in order to better interpret their role in it.  Our times of blessing, abundance, suffering and sorrow can only be accurately understood in light of the “big picture.”

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to enlarge your vision.  Ask Him to take the scales away from your eyes and show you His purposes and plans from His much larger view.  Ask Him to help you see beyond the “bricks” and the “wall” so that you see His “city hall” – His goal or having every tongue, tribe and language represented and in attendance in heaven.  Without God’s view of the big picture of His big goal (world evangelization) you’ll  never really appreciate what your role in that big plan.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to www.imb.org/CPM/Chapter1.htm) and read up on what a “church planting movement” is.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Badhai
	Population:  5.9 Million
	Country:  India
	Language:  Hindi
	Religion:  Hinduism


PRAYER POINTS:
· These people are the engineers and craftsmen of India.  Unfortunately, due to industrialization, many have lost their jobs and are too proud to do manual labor.  Pray that God will use unemployment to bring many to Him.
· Because of their special artistic role, they have created many Hindu temples and idols.  Pray that the Lord Himself will “smash” them down as He did Dagon in 1 Samuel 5.
· Ask God to have multiple churches adopt the Badhai people so prayer and laborers will be raised up and churches will be planted.
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SCRIPTURE:
“We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; … - Isaiah 26:18

STORY:
The World Series is always an exciting time for baseball fans in America.  Teams compete throughout the year to be one of the contenders for the famed title of “World Champions.”  One of the highlights takes place before the game even starts with the “first pitch.”

For this occasion, a celebrity is usually chosen to open the game with a pitch from the mound to the catcher.  On one particular occasion it was the President of the United States who threw the opening ball.  With a big wind-up the President took aim at the catcher’s mitt, held right over home plate.  He grunted as he threw the ball directly at its target.  The ball traveled sure and straight… but the statesman just didn’t have the power in his pitch to get it all the way there and it fell disappointedly short of its goal.

PROBLEM:
The church is often prone to fall short of its goal too.  We aim for the target… we wind up… we might even “grunt” with exertion…. But we fall short if world evangelization isn’t a part of what we are doing.

SOLUTION:  
The church needs the power to get the ball over the plate.  Too often we are preaching and teaching things that are sure, straight and in line with Scripture, but without the effect of accomplishing God’s goal of winning people to Himself from every tongue, tribe and nation.

STORY APPLICATION:
Today’s Scripture reading tells us that while the Prophets did some some things, they didn’t do the most important thing.  They groaned like a woman delivering a baby, but instead of bring life to the world, they just passed wind.  Ask God to give you the “umph” you need to not fall short, but to bring life – and bring it to the world!  Ask Him to give you both, the will and the power to accomplish His true goals.  

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (linked to www.thetravelingteam.org/?q=node/137) and read Robert Speer’s article on “The Missionary Call”.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Manchu
	Population:  13.1 Million
	Country: Northeast China
	Language: Mandarin / Manchu
	Religion:  Non-religious

PRAYER POINTS:
· Before the Manchu were overtaken by the Chinese, they were strong Shamanists, worshipping their ancestors.  Some of their ancestor worship still remains.  Ask God to open their eyes to the falsity of this worship.
· Chrisitans make up less than half of 1-percent of this population.  Pray that the Manchu believers will become strong and reach out to their own people.
· Pray that many other Chines believers would give up their own lives and go and seek to plant churches among the majority of the Manchu who are clueless to God’s love for them.
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SCRIPTURE:
“And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.  And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. - Gen 22:1-2

STORY:
Terry was nervous about taking his first driving test.  The officer giving the test got into the passenger side of the car and solemnly said, “You know where Kennedy Middle School is?  Go there.”  Before doing anything else, Terry double-check his seat belt, seat adjustment, and rear-view mirrors.  He started the car, put it into “Drive,” and proceeded cautiously out of the parking spot and onto Main Street.  About halfway to the destination the examiner sternly said, “Stop!  Now!”

The terseness of the words jolted Terry and he nearly froze at the wheel.  He had the presence of mind to brake the car without skidding to a stop, but he frantically wondered, “’What did I do wrong?”

Now parallel park in that space on the right,” the examiner said.
“But I thought you wanted me to go to Kennedy Middle School?” Terry whimpered.
“Now I want you to parallel park,” was the officer’s only retort.

PROBLEM:
God has every right to change His direction and instruction for our lives at any time.  He did it with Abraham when He told him to sacrifice his only son and then seemingly changed that instruction later.

Just as the driving examiner had given Terry instructions,  so God gives us directions.  The examiner knew all along that he would be testing Terry’s ability to handle instructions and driving sequences along the way, but he was not required to give him all the instructions at the beginning of their drive.  

God is not required to give us all the details of His plan for our life’s journey at the beginning of that journey either.  To Terry, and to us, our instructions may seem contradictory from what we were once told, but we have to trust the voice of the One giving the directions.

Sometimes that which we think we know keeps us from learning what we should know.  That is, sometimes because we “think” we know God’s ultimate plane for us, we are no longer open to any new guidance or instructions from Him.

SOLUTION:
Stay nimble, stay loose and stay listening to God’s plans for your life.  God’s perfect will never changes although it may seem that way.  Your responsibility is to be ready to do, go and give whatever He says, whenever He says it

STORY APPLICATION:
Look back at your own life’s story.  Where are you now?  How did you get here?  At which points in your life’s history did you unmistakably see God’s hand at work?  Do you remember any occasion in which you recognized the clear indicators God gave you?  What are the details of when that last happened?

Now examine your life since then.  Has God been trying to tell you something since that time?  Has God opened some doors you were hesitant to enter?  Spend a few moments in prayer right now, opening yourself to absolutely anything God might want, even if it appears to be a change from what you previously knew.

Yes, God may have called you to a particular city, school, job or church… and you may have thought it was for a lifetime.  But realize God can give you a new set of directions anytime He wants to.  Don’t let God’s previous plan for you prevent you from listening for His new plan for you.

Is it possible God might want to use you on a mission field?  Short term or long?
Is it possible God might want you to help support a Bible translation?
Is it possible God might want you to change the course of your comfortable middle class life and pour it into something more lasting?

WEB APPLICATION:  
Go to www.CountForZero.com  (linked to www.joshuaproject.net) and click on “Unreached” then “Profiles”.  Read about the Bedouins by searching the People-in-Country Profile for the Bedouin, Tajakant in the Western Sahara.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Bedouins
	Population:  22 Million
	Region:  North Africa
	Language:  Arabic
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· Pray that the Bible would be accessible to all among this traditionally oral culture through biblical storytelling (Matthew 13:34-25).
· Praise God for the Bedouin values of loyalty and hospitality, ad pray that God would affirm these values through stories from the life of Jesus and his followers.
· As Bedouins move from their traditional tents to a more urban settled lifestyle, pray that God would reveal and answer their longing for heaven.
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SCRIPTURE:
“If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings:
yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. – Malachi 2:2

STORY:
On one hand, getting a break in television or show business at a young age sounds like a wonderful opportunity.  Sadly, while most young stars are quite successful in the short run, few grow older and mature with “success” stamped on their life.

Time and time again, the biographies of child stars recounts horror stories of incomplete and unfulfilled lives, not because bad things happened to them, but because they made bad choices in their lives.  Lives filled with money, drugs, sex, stardom and limitless opportunities didn’t seem to work in their benefit; instead it led to their demise.  Not many could survive the blessings.

PROBLEM:
God’s people also have blemished record of not being able to survive the blessings for very long.  Whether we’re talking about Israel throughout the ages or modern-day believers, too many blessings – with expectations of more – are hard to survive.  More often than not, abundant blessings cause us to focus on receiving more for ourselves and misdirect our attention from the “thems” of the world who are waiting to know Christ.

This is not something rare or unusual .  God had to warn Israel of this very danger when He brought them out of bondage in Egypt before He opened the Promised land to them.  Dueteronomy 6:4 and the verses following are a warning to those who are about to be blessed –and a prescription for how to survive the blessings.

SOLUTION: 
God is looking for people who can survive the blessings  He still desires to bless those who follow him, but He wants them to keep their eyes on Him, not on the blessings.

STORY APPLICATION:  
Get your bible and re-read Deuteronomy 6:4-15, but this time read it as though God were speaking not to an ancient people  in an ancient land but to you!

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountfForZero.com  (and link this to www.operationworld.org) and click on the “Featured Video” by Jason Mandryk interviewing Patrick Johnstone  on the story of the Operation World book.  Then, click on the section called, AROUND THE WORLD to discover how to use the interactive map and find helpful information about each country.  (You’ll use this again later when choosing a people group to investigate and pray for.)

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Japanese
	Population: 122 Million
	Country:  Japan
	Language:  Japanese
	Religion:  Buddhism

PRAYER POINTS:
· Pray that Christian business men in Japan will have opportunities to share Christ with those they are working with and that a church will result.
· Less than 2% of Japan is Christian.  Pray that the believes will become empowered by God’s Holy Spirit to share with their family, neighbors, and friends.
· Ask God to raise up strong local churches among the Japanese.
· Pray that the strong Japanese pride, a cultural trait, will not prevent people from coming to know the Lord.
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SCRIPTURE:
“I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath… And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. – Acts 2:17-21

STORY:
Ivan was older now, but he remembered the stories he heard about the opportunities and blessings waiting for those who could make their way to America.  He yearned for such an opportunity through so many days and years that he was about the lose his dream of actually getting there.  However there came an unexpected day that the political regime of his country loosened the bureaucratic strings and he was free to go.

There he was at the famous Ellis Island, the staring point for America’s newest immigrants.  How desperately he wanted his life to “begin,” but he was confused and didn’t know what line to stand in, where to get his luggage, what to do with his passport, how to exchange money, or how to find a place to live or food to eat.  Wasn’t there someone who could talk to him?

PROBLEM:
People and peoples around the world are waiting for someone to talk to them… to tell them how to reach God.  Yet they live in isolation, confusion or ignorance because no one can talk to them.  Over 6,000 language groups are still waiting for someone to share God’s love for them in their own language, present the Bible in writing they can understand, and lead them to God’s great throne of grace.  It’s not enough to proclaim how many have already been reached while there are still so many more waiting without hope.

SOLUTION:
The church must devlop a heart and a strategic plan for reaching those who are unreached.  We must have hearts and plans at the individual, church, denomination and mission organization levels.  These people groups are well within our reach, if only we would actually act.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to give youl, your church and your denomination a heart for those still waiting to hear.  Recite the Great Commission one more time and ask God what part you can play in making it happen.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to  www.CountForZero.com  (link to Issachar Initiative) and learn the definitions of both, an unreached people group and an unengaged people group.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Tajiks
	Population:  11 Million
	Country:  Tajikistan
	Language: Tajik
	Religion: Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· Tajiks used to be a part of the USSR before it crumbled.  Many are Muslims in name only and really don’t know what they believe.  There is a strong push by radical Muslims to get the Tajiks to fully understand what it means to follow Islam.  Pray that God will lead many to reject Islam because of terrorism and seek after the one true and living God in Christ.
· Pray that God would reach out to many Tajiks in dreams, signs and wonders.
· Ask God to raise up strong local churches to adopt the Tajiks and send teams to them.
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SCRIPTURE:
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; – 2 Cor 10:4-5.

“For the weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood], but they are mighty before God for the overthrow and destruction of strongholds,
[Inasmuch as we] refute arguments and theories and reasonings and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against the [true] knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose away captive into the obedience of Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One)” - 2 Cor 10:4-5  Amp Version

STORY:
One of the more famous episodes of World War II was a conspiracy of German officers and leaders against Hitler.  It was made even more famous in recent years by a Tom Cruise movie entitled “Valkyrie.”  These leaders knew their revolt against Hitler would be successful only if they could control Berlin.

Berlin was the headquarters for all of Germany’s politics and military.  If they acquired control of it, they could control all communication and movement for Germany’s army.  They knew they MUST grasp Berlin.  They must go into the headquarters of their enemy and overtake it.  Everything hinged on them establishing their absolute will over that part of the country.

PROBLEM:
For followers of Christ, much of their enemy headquarters is in the 10/40 window.  Christianity is not making tremendous strides there, so it must become the focal point of the Christian army if we are to win.  So much of what Satan has inspired through false religions and vain philosophies is centered in that region of the world, that we must take it before we can claim victory.  But the typical American Christian may not even know what the 10/40 window is, much less be involved in overtaking it.

SOLUTION:
Christian must learn to think and act together in strategic fashion.  We must learn about our Enemy and how he works before we can defeat him.  Then, we must develop a heart and plan for taking the Gospel to the “uttermost part” of the earth.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to ben your heat to meet with His.  Ask Him to stir the fire within that heart to become bold for Himand to focus on where He is least known and most resisted.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to ??????) where you can read more about the 10/40 window.   
Get answers to questions like:  
WHAT is the 10/40 window?
WHERE is the 10/50 window?
WHICH countries are in the 10/40 window?
WHY is the 10/40 window so hard for Christians to minister in?
HOW many unreached people groups are in the 10/40 window?

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Gadaria
	Population:  6 Million
	Region:  Central India
	Language:  Hindi
	Religion:  Hindu

PRAYER POINTS:
· The Gadaria used to shepherd sheep and goats, but now they are primarily in manual labor doing masonry work.  Pray that God will raise up fellow mason workers to come along side of them and share God’s love to them
· Pray that God will raise up new teams of missionaries to the Gadaria people and that Gadaria churches would be planted within the next 10 years.
· Ask God to bring about solid commitments within those who will come to know Him and that they will become strong leaders among newly planted churches.
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SCRIPTURE:
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, pretenders (hypocrites)! For you give a tenth of your mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected and omitted the weightier (more important) matters of the Law—right and justice and mercy and fidelity.” – Matt 23:23

“WE WANT to tell you further, brethren, about the grace (the favor and spiritual blessing) of God which has been evident in the churches of Macedonia [arousing in them the desire to give alms]; For in the midst of an ordeal of severe tribulation, their abundance of joy and their depth of poverty [together] have overflowed in wealth of lavish generosity on their part. For, as I can bear witness, [they gave] according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability; and [they did it] voluntarily, Begging us most insistently for the favor and the fellowship of contributing in this ministration for [the relief and support of] the saints [in Jerusalem]. – 2 Cor 8:1-4.

STORY:
The governor had just arrived to take a first-hand look at the hurricane damage.  With houses crushed, cars over-turned, trees strewn through the country, power lines demolished and more, the governor was overheard saying that this devastation had to be cleaned up, nature put back into it place and utilities restored as quickly as possible. 

But that didn’t happen over the following hours, days, weeks or months.  Money wasn’t set aside for the needed repairs, workers weren’t sent to restore utilities and trees were still lying across roads and streets.

PROBLEM:
The Church often tells the world (and itself) that missions is important, but our actions don’t reflect our words.  Tragically, our “giving” doesn’t give to it, our “going” doesn’t go there, our “sending” doesn’t send and our “emphasis” doesn’t emphasize.  We do give, go, send and focus on it “some”, but not to the degree we tell ourselves that it matters.

We need to put our money, feet, hands and minds where our mouth is!  If a church dedicates just one week for mission conferences or emphasis each year, their actions are saying that missions has a 1/52 priority.  Even if we give it an entire month, we still give a little less than a 10% priority.  Our numbers don’t match our words about how important world evangelization is to us – or to God.




SOLUTION:
The church needs to be hones with itself and its message.  If we say something, we can’t let our actions contradict what we say.  Instead, our plan, strategy and budget should integrate flawlessly into what we believe say, give and do.

STORY APPLICATION:
1) Get a copy of your church’s budget.  Compare the percent given to missions with the percent spent on church building maintenance.  Compare it with every other category in your church’s life too.
2) Do the math:  Compare that percent of your chruch’s giving to what you give to your church to see how much of YOUR money is going to missions.  (For instance, if 8% of your church’s budget goes to missions and you gave a tithes, that means out of all your income, 8% of 10% of it went to missions.  How does that resulting number compare with what you think you should be 
doing?

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com  (and link to:
http://www.serviceu.com/blog/barna-releases-new-statistics-tithing/31/5/2011

https://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/18-congregations/41-new-study-shows-trends-in-tithing-and-donating#.Ug5HwxYWnzI

http://www.daveramsey.com/momentum/home/?s_kwcid=TC%7C6886%7Ccatholic%20stewardship%7C%7CS%7Cb%7C5337596426&gclid=CKGm-cGmgrkCFcqf4AodegIALw

or – just suggest the reader google:  statistics on tithing.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Uyghur of China
	Population:  10.6 Million
	Country:  China
	Language:  Uyghur
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· Operation China suggests that there are about 50 believers among the Uyghurs living in China.  They meet in two small fellowships.  Pray that God will strengthen the hearts of those who know Him and that they will become bold – and wise – living for Christ.
· Operation China also suggests that there may be many Uyghurs on the verge of coming to Christ.  Pray that those who are open would count the costs and give their lives entirely to Christ, even if it means imprisonment or death.
· Pray that Chines believers will catch a passion for the Uyghurs and go and plant churches among them.
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SCRIPTURE:
“BUT A certain man named Ananias with his wife Sapphira sold a piece of property,
And with his wife’s knowledge and connivance he kept back and wrongfully appropriated some of the proceeds, bringing only a part and putting it at the feet of the apostles. But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart that you should lie to and attempt to deceive the Holy Spirit, and should [in violation of your promise] withdraw secretly and appropriate to your own use part of the price from the sale of the land?  As long as it remained unsold, was it not still your own? And [even] after it was sold, was not [the money] at your disposal and under your control? Why then, is it that you have proposed and purposed in your heart to do this thing? [How could you have the heart to do such a deed?] You have not [simply] lied to men [playing false and showing yourself utterly deceitful] but to God. Upon hearing these words, Ananias fell down and died. And great dread and terror took possession of all who heard of it. And the young men arose and wrapped up [the body] and carried it out and buried it.  Now after an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not having learned of what had happened.  And Peter said to her, Tell me, did you sell the land for so much? Yes, she said, for so much.  Then Peter said to her, How could you two have agreed and conspired together to try to deceive the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out [also].  And instantly she fell down at his feet and died; and the young men entering found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  And the whole church and all others who heard of these things were appalled [great awe and strange terror and dread seized them]. – Acts 5:1-11 (Amp).  (The first case of church embezzlement.)

STORY:
Paul was a wealthy and greedy man even thought he often thought of himself as a generous philanthropist.  He frequently alluded to how much money he gave to needy causes and what percentage of his money went elsewhere rather than himself.

But the news ran large the day an investigative reporter found where the money was going.  Yes, he did give 10% of his money away, but the reporter discovered that the large majority of those receiving his aid were members of his own family.  Through all the years of bragging about how much he gave away, he had been directing most of the fiancés back into his own family’s comfort.

PROBLEM:
Churches are often deluded by how much they give to “missions.”  The very term “missions” means different things to different people.  While the majority of people might assume the term means “foreign missions” or “unreached people groups,” the working definition by most churches is quite different.  In actuality, only a tiny percentage of our finances ever gets to reaching the unreached.

SOLUTION:
We need to take off our blinders and ask some important questions about our churches, denominations and mission organizations.  If we ‘re serious about reaching people of every tongue, tribe and nation, we need to ask:  “how much of the money is actually getting to the unreached peoples?  How much is given to those entities that are learning the languages, translating the Scripture, and sending people to the unreached?  And let’s compare that to how much is spent here at home to how much goes to where churches have already been planted.

STORY APPLICATION:
Let God place a burden on your heart, not just for missions in general, but for the unreached people of the world.  Have you been convinced that the church is doing the real work of missions when we spend so much on going where we’ve already been, reaching those we’ve already reached?  Let God move your heat one step closer to those who have never been touched or reached by believers.  His love for them is as great as His love for us!

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to a google of “church embezzle” and “church embezzlement”) and spend a few minutes seeing what comes up.

Note:  Not all church embezzlement is money taken from the offering plates, it could be money that was intended and promoted for God’s goal of reaching all nations, but used elsewhere – maybe even for “good things” within the local church.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Xiang Chinese
	Population: 35 Million
	Country:  China
	Language:  Xiang Chinese
	Religion:  Non-Religious

PRAYER POINTS:
· Operation China tells us that .2% of the Xian Chinese are believers.  Yet their spiritual walk and churches are described as “disasters.”  Pray for revival among the few who know the Lord and for biblical wisdom an leadership in the church.
· The Xiang have been historically some of the most resistant to the Gospel, priding themselves in their opposition.  Ask the Holy Spirit to break down their pride and make them open to His leading.
· Pray that Chinese believers will catch a passion for the Xiang and go and plant churches among them.  Pray also that church around the globe will adopt them for prayer.
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SCRIPTURE:
“[Elisha] answered, Fear not; for those with us are more than those with them.
 Then Elisha prayed, Lord, I pray You, open his eyes that he may see. And the Lord opened the young man’s eyes, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. – 2 Kings 6:16-17.

STORY:
A very successful owner of several car dealerships retired from working in the auto industry.  Everyone imagined such a man settling down into a less stressful time of life, but it just didn’t turn out that way.  While he had less to do with cars, he had more to do for God.

God had burdened his heart to build churches, and build them he did… by the thousands – all around the world in over 60 countries!  Dois Rosser started International Cooperating Ministries that has helped believers around the globe obtain buildings for worship – because as he believes, “Mortar Matters”.  One day Dois may be in his office near Hampton Roads, VA and a few days later he will be on the back of a moped traveling through the bush of some distant country to inspect a church construction site.  Would you have guessed that Dois is in his 90’s?!!

PROBLEM:
Sometimes we do not realize that God is still at work.  While He ceased creating after those six days in Genesis, God is not leisurely sitting in retirement.  He’s very busy calling men like Dois, raising up organizations and projects like Issachar Initiative, sending out missionaries, and inspiring people just like you to do more!  Dois Rosser is not a name on everyone’s lips – but he’s making an impact on earth for the Kingdom of God.  Certainly much more could be done for missions, but more is being done than what we see. 

SOLUTION:
While the church must be aware and sensitive to its shortcoming, it should also be aware of what God IS doing around the world and celebrate those accomplishments!  Without God opening our eyes to see, we’ll be ignorant of the accomplishments of His kingdom even though they are all around us.

STORY APPLICATION:
You’ve already asked God to take off the blinders to what remains to be done, now ask Him to open your eyes to see all that He is already doing.  Let Him show you the astonishing accomplishments being done now – in your lifetime, that is preparing planet Earth for the establishment of His coming!  Then let your heart celebrate that God is at work accomplishing His will.  

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to www.watchword.org) and click on “Biographies”.  Once there, read about Count Zinzendorf (or any other that catches your attention).  Then,  click on the link to International Cooperating Ministries (link to www.icm.org) and read of what’s happened because a simple car salesman wanted to do more for Christ.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Yadava
	Population:  56 Million
	Country:  India
	Language:  Hindi
	Religion:  Hinduism

PRAYER POINTS:
· The Yadava are known mainly for animal husbandry and child labor is fairly common.  Pray that the child workers would be set free from their oppression and would seek the true God for happiness.
· They are known to be superstitiuous, trusting in astrology and talismans more than doctors or medicine.  Pray that God will use their superstition to bring them to Himself.
· There are few, if any, known believers among the 56 million Yadava.  Ask the Lord of the harvest to have churches adopt them for prayer and ask that teams will be “kicked out” to plant churches among these precious people.
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SCRIPTURE:     (There may be a better scripture reference for this)
“The woman said to Him, Sir, I see and understand that You are a prophet.  Our forefathers worshiped on this mountain, but you [Jews] say that Jerusalem is the place where it is necessary and proper to worship. Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither [merely] in this mountain nor [merely] in Jerusalem. … A time will come, however, indeed it is already here, when the true (genuine) worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth (reality); for the Father is seeking just such people as these as His worshipers. God is a Spirit (a spiritual Being) and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (reality).. – John 4:19-25

STORY:
A father and two sons started a business under his own name.  As time went on, the business grew beyond anything his mind could dream of 20 years earlier.  As he approached his years of retirement, he had to decide which of the two sons would take over the family business.  He observed the work ethic, business sense and character of each young man.  

The first son was very business conscious.  He was a hard worker and his sense of business acumen was astute.  He had a mind that could calculate numbers, decipher trends, welcomed potential clients and a desire to see the business take root in every county of ever state in America.  He wanted the business to be HUGE!

The second son had the same talents, but only one more ingredient was added into his character mix – his desire was to see the business succeed WORLDWIDE!

PROBLEM:
Similar to the two sons, there are two kinds of Christians.  Those who focus on what God is doing in the “here and now” and those who focus on the “there and then.”  Many Christian leaders within local churches are very passionate about their church growing, but far fewer are as passionate about impacting God’s global church.

SOLUTION:
The very purpose of the Issachar Initiative is to awaken the church to see that it is the whole world that God says is white unto harvest!  God is committed to the goal of redeeming someone from every tongue, tribe and nation, not just growing a choir of praise from your church, your denomination, or even your country.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to  take your heart, passionate for His glory, and make it one that is passionate for his greatest, global glory!

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com and search for the 3 countries or people groups you are not familiar with at all… maybe even places you’ve never heard of.  Now do a little research on just those 3.  Who are they?  What is daily life like for them?  Does Jesus care? – If so, do they know that?  If not, do they need to?  If so, WHO will tell them?  And what can you do to help make that happen?

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Libyan Arabs
	Population:  4 Million
	Country:  Libya
	Language:  Arabic
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· There are only a handful of Libyan believers who lie outside their own country.  None are know to live inside Libya.  Three couples and three single ladies are seeking to get in by the end of 2010.  (THIS MAY NEED UPDATING).  Ask the Lord to prepare a way for them to get visas and jobs.
· Ask the Holy Spirit to prepare the hearts of those who will hear the message so that when truth is presented to them, they will quickly repent and seek to follow the Lord wholeheartedly.
· Pray that many churches adopt the Libyan people and that many teams will be sent to those priceless people who are oblivious to the Lord’s love for them.
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SCRIPTURE:     (There may be a better scripture reference for this)
A cord of three strands is not easily broken.”– Eccl 4:12.

STORY:
When the 4th of July comes around, people think of Washington, Jefferson, Madison and Franklin… all names associated with the beginning of American history.  These are names of men who understood that the separate states needed to unite themselves together in order to accomplish more than any of them could accomplish alone.  Our Constitution begins with these words:

We, the people of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the United States of America.

PROBLEM:
Not nearly enough of us think this way, but it is true.  We can do much more together than we can individually.  While none of us can reach the unreached and spread the Gospel to every tongue, tribe and nation on our own, we can certainly do more if we take strategic steps to unite our giving, going, sending and welcoming to the global Kingdom of God

SOLUTION:
Christians need to realize what can be done if we strategically united our funding, prayers, sending and reaching to all peoples!  We CAN reach the whole world in our own generation.  Aim toward the WHOLE Church, sharing the WHOLE gospel, with the WHOLE world.

STORY APPLICATION:
Let God have a moment to brand some ideas into your mind and heart.  If it takes 55 supporters to fully support a missionary, you may not be able to support one alone but you could be one of the 55!  And if you are in a church of 300 or more adults, your church could fully support 4 full-time missionaries.

But think bigger too.  It is usually MUCH less expensive to send nationals as missionaries to their own (or similar) groups than it is to educate, train and send someone else.  How many national missionaries could you support.

Keep thinking bigger.  It’s now easier and faster to make translations and give oral Bibles to people groups sometimes for less money than the travel expense of a missionary.  How many language groups still need a Bible translation either in print or for oral learners?  How many of those could your church support?  

Think bigger still.  What other groups, churches, organizations could you partner with to multiply the efforts of all of you?  Imagine the possibilities!

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com and look for a list of countries and unreached people-groups.  Now look elsewhere in the site to find other churches, individuals or organizations that you could team with to do the reaching!  If God lays an unreached people group on your heart – place an ad or write a blog to be put on the site that says you are open to finding someone to team up with.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Brokpa ( or Brokkat)
	Population:  500
	Country: Bhutan
	Language: Brokkat
	Religion: Buddhism

PRAYER POINTS:
· there are few, if any, known believers among the Brokpa people.  Ask God to move 10-20 believers from around the globe to go and live among them and work toward planting a church.
· Ask the Holy Spirit to prepare the hears of those who will hear the message so that when God’s word is spoken, they will quickly recognize it as truth and repent of their sins.
· Ask the Lord to plant strong churches among the Brokpa people.
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SCRIPTURE:    
“Then He told them a parable, saying, The land of a rich man was fertile and yielded plentifully.  And he considered and debated within himself, What shall I do? I have no place [in which] to gather together my harvest.  And he said, I will do this: I will pull down my storehouses and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain or produce and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have many good things laid up, [enough] for many years. Take your ease; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself merrily.  But God said to him, You fool! This very night they [the messengers of God] will demand your soul of you; and all the things that you have prepared, whose will they be?  So it is with the one who continues to lay up and hoard possessions for himself and is not rich [in his relation] to God [this is how he fares]. - Luke 12:16-21.

STORY:
One of the most amazing ‘rags to riches’ stories is the life of R.G. LeTourneau.  he constructed the first all-welded scraper that was lighter, stronger and less expensive than any other machines.  LeTourneau became the greatest obstacle-mover in history, building huge earth-moving machines.  During World War II he produced 70% of all the army’s earth-moving machinery.

As a multi-millionaire, LeTourneau gave 90% of his profit to God’s work and kept only 10% for himself.  He said that the money came in faster than he could give it away.  LeTourneau was convinced that he could not out-give God.  “I shovel it out,” we would say, “and God shovels it back but God has a bigger shovel.”

PROBLEM:
Christianity could do so much more if we had more people like LeTourneau, but we don’t.  Far too often we find ourselves subject of the whims of our old nature seeking to make our lives safer, softer, easier and more comfortable.  Instead of considering ourselves in spiritual warfare hailing a “call to arms,” we have defaulted to the idea of living even more comfortably and spending more on ourselves.

SOLUTION:  
We need more people who can decide how much they need in comparison to how much they receive… and find themselves useful for the Kingdom of God as strategic givers for accomplishing God’s goal of reaching all peoples.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to give you wisdom to decide how much you need to live.  Now ask God to give you wisdom to decide how much you can give away and how much is too much for you to keep.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (link to Gospel for Asia – www.gfa.org/sponsorinfo and do two things:
1. Find out how much it costs to sponsor a missionary;
2. Click on the link that talk about the most frequently asked questions and read through it.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Nissan Tribe
	Populatiion:  7,300
	Country:  Papua New Guinea
	Language:  Nehan
	Religion:  Animistic

PRAYER POINTS:
· There are few, if any known Christians among the Nissan.  Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out global workers to plan church among the tribe.
· Ask the Hoy spirit to go before them and prepare the hearts of those who will hear the good news.
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SCRIPTURE:    
“Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.- Philippians 3:8-11.

STORY:
Oaths are very serious matter.  God warns those making oaths to be faithful to fulfill them for He considers it a solemn act.  Oaths can be good or bad.

During World war II, German officers were required to make a solemn oath.
I swear by God this sacred oath that I shall render unconditional 
obedience to Adolf Hitler, the Fuhrer of the German Reich and people, 
supreme commander of the armed forces, and that I shall at all times be 
ready, as a brave soldier, to give my life for this oath.

PROBLEM:
Christianity has a lack of such meaningful commitments to the Kingdom of God.  Perhaps when we first become a Christian, or at times of spiritual revival, our enthusiasm peaks, but in general terms and during “regular life” Christianity, our enthusiasm appears weak and timid as troops and officers the Lord’s army.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God to remake you as a new, fully equipped, fully committed, whole-hearted, single-purposed Christian who lives for the sake of Him who died for us.  Ask Him to make you an effective sender, mobilizer, welcome or goer – and then, “Get it on…!”

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com  - (and link to www.Table71.org)  Watch this moving video about what can happen with leaders make a commitment to what God wants.

PRAYER FOR AN UNGREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Jambuvulu
	Population:  55,000
	Regions:  Southern India
	Language:  Telugu
	Religion:  Hinduism


PRAYER POINTS:
· There are no known believers among the Jambuvulu people.  Ask God to put it on the hearts of churches to adopt these people and to raise up four teams to go and plant churches among them.
· Ask the Holy Spirit to prepare the hearts of those who will be presented with the good news.  May He be convicting them of their sin and make their local idols unable to take that conviction.
· Ask the Lord to raise up strong churches among the new believers who will be willing to lay their lives down to spread God’s glory among their own people.
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SCRIPTURE:    
“… by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship. – Romans 12:2-3.

STORY:
Numbisa was proud to have a goat for the sacrifice.  As far back as he could remember, this father and his fathers’ father and all his ancestors had each gone alone to sacrifice a goat to their god when they attained the age of manhood.  There in the distance was the old altar.  He held the goat down, but when he turned to get his knife the goat was up and off the altar again.

That’s the problem with living sacrifices – they tend to crawl off the altar.

PROBLEM:
That’s our problem too.  Romans 12:2-3 begs us to present ourselves as living sacrifices, not to a god, but to THE GOD.  Just as Numbisa’s goat did, we often find ourselves trying to “get away” from the real meaning of being a living sacrifice.  We’re not taught to be ready to give up our desires for God’s; we’re trained to tell God what we want and how to ask Him to bless us!  Twenty-first century Christians in America are not too eager to provide themselves as any kind of sacrifice that has to give up their rights and blessings.

SOLUTION:
Get back on the altar.  Consider Job’s great challenge when he began to see God in His majesty and glory: his BIGNESS!  After four chapters of God questioning Job and Job finally seeing himself in right-relationship with God, we find Job lying prostate before the lord with a heart of worship.  That’s what God is after, and that’s what we need.

STORY APPLICATION:
Re-read Hebrews 12:2-3 and then Job 37:14 – 42:6.  As you do, consider God and yourself and see fi your quiet time you can make your way back to the altar; totally submissive and completely willing to be used by God any way He desires.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com  (and link it to shorttermmissions.com) and perform a  basic search to see how many opportunities there are to serve for one to two weeks in Costa Rica (or another place God may be putting on your heart.)



PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Golog
	Population:  150,000
	Region:  Tibet/China
	Language:  Golog
	Religion:  Buddhists / Non-Religious

PRAYER POINTS:
· There are only a few believers of the 150,000 Golog of China, making up .02 percent of the population.  Pray that those few believers would be like Gideon’s army of 300, taking on large enemy armies in God’s power.
· Ask God to make their churches strong in His grace and power and that they would catch a vision for reproducing multiple churches, not only among their own people, but also among other groups living around them.
· Pray that outside believers would catch a heart for the Golog people as well and team up with the few believers in the country to go and plant churches among the non-believers.
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SCRIPTURE:    
“But the one sown on the good ground — this is one who hears and understands the word, who does bear fruit and yields: some 100, some 60, some 30 times what was sown.”. – Matthew 13:23.

STORY:
Scholars with the uncanny ability to solve intricate math problems have long been a source of both, amazement and mystery.  But even they have difficulty in comprehending the extreme power of simple multiplication.

For instance, it is said that a man who appeared to be a simpleton had once performed a heroic deed.  The king wanted to render a reward for this deed, so he asked the man what he wanted.  He was pleasantly surprised to learn that the simpleton would be satisfied with just one cent, doubled each day for 30 days.

As it turned out, that was no simple-minded man, for he had discovered the power of multiplication.  At this rate, the man would receive a reward from the king totaling more than $10 million dollars!

PROBLEM:
The Church has not captured this amazing power of simple multiplication either.  If these were people instead of dollars, nearly ½ the world’s population could be reached for Christ in about 6 weeks… and one day later, the entire population would be captured for Him!  What does it take?  It simply takes a commitment to multiply.

The problem is we don’t think in these terms and we don’t have the energy to do it passionately over the long period of time that it takes to “multiply” the church rather than simply “add” to it.  Therefore, we grow tired and don’t see much in the way of evangelism and missionary results… so we become preoccupied with ourselves rather than the goal God set before us – the ends of the earth!

SOLUTION:  
Adopt a new mindset… one that focuses on multiplying your efforts, your dollars and your prayers!  Set your sights on the entire world, not simple addition.

STORY APPLICATION:
Ask God for widom to choose where to invest your money for His greatest glory.  Ask Him for wisdom in how to pray more effectively and where in the world to focus your prayers in order to be the most efficient with your earnest time and attention.  If you’re on a missions committee, ask for where you should aim your greatest efforts to accomplish His greatest good.  If you’re not on a missions committee… maybe you should be?

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to eri.org) – Investigate the seminars provided by Emmaus Road International.  There will be several to choose from.  Now pick one and read what their resources are all about.  Anything there interesting to you?

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Lampung
	Population:  683,000
	Country:  Indonesia
	Language;  Lampung Api
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· Indonesia has many Chinese believers who can move to Lampung and befriend these people.  Pray that God will use UnveilinGLORY speakers (and others) in Indonesia to raise up Chinese churches in other parts of the country to go and seek to plant churches among the Lampung.
· There are few, if any, believers.  Ask the Holy Spirit to prepare the hearts of those who will be given the good news.
· Pray that the church planted will be strong and able to stand tremendous persecution.
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SCRIPTURE:    
“and you shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the ends (the very bounds) of the earth. – Acts 1:8b.

STORY:
A nuclear explosion has devastating effects.  The resulting shockwave has incalculable consequences.  The bombs dropped on Japan in 1945 killed as many as 140,000 people in Hiroshima and 80,000 in Nagasaki by the end of 1945;  only half of those people were dilled on the days of the bombings.  What caused the deaths of the other half?

The greatest effect of a nuclear bomb isn’t the explosion itself, but the fallout that scatters and settles far away from the point of impact.  Fallout is the residual radiation hazard so named because it “falls out” of the atmosphere into which it is spread during the explosion.  Its effect can be seen for years and throughout generations.

PROBLEM:
God wanted His gospel, His glory and His name to be taken to the nations of the earth.  The day the Holy Spirit dropped on believers in Jerusalem there was a tremendous effect.  On one day 5,000 people became believers and followers of Jesus Christ and 3,000 on a subsequent day.  But God also intended for there to be an even great effect from the “fallout,” that is, the new believes being scattered over the face of he earth and taking the saving effect of the Gospel with them  Sadly, the early believers didn’t go; instead, they were content to stay put in Jerusalem.

SOLUTION:
Christians must rise to the occasion and “fall out” on the nations.  There are still over 6,000 people groups that have never been reached with the gospel.  It doesn’t get the job done to just sit comfortably at home and remember the story of the Holy Spirit descending on the early believers… we need to act!

STORY APPLICATION:
Many Christians remember the explosive effect the Holy Spirit had on them when they became a believer.  Do you have a memory like that?  Take a moment and try to recall all you felt that day.  Now take another moment and evaluate what kind of effect you have carried to others as a form of “fallout” from that day.




WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to http://crossroad.to/Victory/testimonies/miracle-kenya.htm) Read the story of ordinary people being take care of by God.  

As you read, think about the two things we needs our eyes opened to see.
1) the fields white unto harvest; and
2) those who are with us are greater than those against us.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Turaiha
	Population:  2,300
	Region:  Northeast India
	Language:  Maithili
	Religion:  Hinduism

PRAYER POINTS:
· The Tuaiha are one of the lower castes in India.  They are fishermen and live along the rives and lakes in Northeast India.  Ask God to put a growing uneasiness in the hearts of many so they begin to seek other spiritual answers besides what Hinduism offers.
· Ask God to raise up teams of individuals who will go and live among the people and share the love of Christ so that churches are established.
· Pray that the new believers will see themselves as fishers of men and that they would go out and plant their own churches, not only among their own people, but among other peoples in their area as well.
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SCRIPTURE:    
“But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.. – Matt 8:22.

STORY:
Kevin hadn’t grown up with the idea of being a missionary, but here he was, standing before his mom, dad and sister trying to convey to them his calling to serve God on foreign soil, in a hostile Muslim nation.  They presented the usual pleas to reconsider and the myriad of alternatives, “Why can’t you serve God here?”

His sister reminded Kevin that their church needed both a pastor and an associate pastor – he might be a good fit for either one.  “It’s much safe, it’s closer to mom and dad, it pays better and you won’t have to learn a new language or live in impossible situations,” she insisted.

But nothing would keep Kevin from his calling.  He raised support, made his plans, and within two years was living amongst a hostile people whose hearts God seemed to be drawing to Him.  It was in this place that he received a text-message on his international cell phone.  His sister had been hit by a drunk driver and was instantly killed.

PROBLEM:
We tend to think life is safer if it’s closer to home and nearer the things to which we are accustomed.  But both, life and death happen everywhere.  Kevin’s sister wasn’t any safer at home than Kevin was in the middle of another part of the world – as long as He was in God’s hands.  The question isn’t “Will I die?” but “Where will I die? And will God be pleased with what I was doing for Him when it happens?”

SOLUTION:
Turn your heart and trust to the Lord.  There’s no safer place to be than in the palm of God’s hand and being used as He wishes.  That doesn’t mean you won’t die there, but it does mean it is safer than anywhere else!  If find it interesting that every single believer from the days of Jesus… from the days of the Prophets.. from the days of Noah… all have died (with two notable biblical exceptions).  Safety isn’t something found at home – life in the United States still has a 100% mortality rate.

STORY APPLICATION:
Trust yourself into God’s hands for Him to do with you as He wills, however and whenever He wills.  Mentally accept the truth that everyone dies, you have no choice about that.  But you do have a choice where you’ll be and wheat you’ll be doing when it happens.  Make it count!

WEB APPLCIATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to www.kingdomdog.org) and click on the Kingdom Dog Ministries tab… watch the video of Hank and his dog and learn about Lordship from a new angle.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Dainet
	Population:  26,000
	Country:  Myanmar (formerly Burma)
	Language:  Unknown
	Religion:  Buddhism

PRAYER POINTS:
· There are no known believes among the Dainet people.  Ask God to raise up churches to adopt the Dainet people so prayers will be lifted up to God and global workers can go and work at planting churches among these people.
· Little is known about these precious people.  Pray that more information will be gathered so the Bible and other Christian material can be translated into their language.
· Pray that strong churches will be planted and that those churches will multiply on their own, not only among their own people, but among other peoples as well..
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SCRIPTURE:    
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”.. – Joshua 1:9.

STORY:
Dwayne had been a coal miner in the deep caves of West Virginia for years.  He had taken great strides to be careful as both, his wife and daughter, insisted each day when he left for work.  Sure, coal mining was dangerous work; there had been several mishaps in recent years that made everyone a bit nervous.  He remembered the small cave-in inside one shaft, some noxious gases in another, and the time too much dynamite was used elsewhere and 23 workers were injured.  But God had saved him from all the potential tragedies.  Was the work dangerous?  Yes, but so is crossing the street and working in a bank.

One fateful morning however, Dwayne’s daughter slid her little red New Testament into his shirt pocket as she hugged him goodbye and he went to work just as he had done every other day for the last 13 years.  But this day would be different.  This day the mine did cave in and this day, he didn’t escape.

Days went by above ground as rescue teams did all they could to reach survivors.. but when they finally reached the cave Dwayne and his crew were in, it was too late.  The rescuers were caught off guard, however, by the way this work crew was found.  The crew had seated themselves in a circle… apparently knowing the end of life was near for each of them – and it seems they took comfort from that little red Bible Dwayne found in his pocket.

Underlined Bible verses pointed their hearts toward God.  Each man had signed or initialed a page saying they believed the message of the Bible and were putting their trust in God.  Each man was found still sitting in that circle with a look of contentment rather than despair on his face.  A reader might ask, “If they were trusting God, why didn’t He save them?”

PROBLEM:
Even though they were saved from previous dangers, this time the men died and yet, in God’s perspective, they were still saved and safe… safe in His hands, safe fro the eternity ahead.  Too often we think “safety” means being in a place without physical danger, but wheat it really means is trusting in God, in whose hands we live, breath and have our being.  The Bible promises God’s followers both fiery trials and safety.  How can both be true?

As the book of Ecclesiastes teaches us, “There is a season” for all things.  Some of those seasons may include safety from harm, but there are also seasons of fiery trials… and God seems to be in control of both.  How can God promise both fiery trials and safety?  There is a time for each.

SOLUTION:
Realize that God may provide temporary times of safety in our lives, but he will not ALWAYS provide us with an escape plan from trials or even death.  Each is  an appointed part of life.  The best place to be is “contently surrounded by His care and His plans,” knowing that sometimes it may include a Lion’s den, facing a giant, or being stoned to death.  Learn to be content and devoted to His call and His plans.

STORY APPLICATION:
Think back over your most recent prayers.  How many requests were there for that which is “safe, soft, easy and comfortable”?  Seeking these things will never get the job of missions accomplished.  Missions, by its nature, requires going to places that are unknown, unsafe, un-soft and not easy.  Missions by its purpose is to go into enemy territory and seek to save those who are lost.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qs7TE_AzlME  and
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/10-famous-christian-martyrs/  and
http://www.assistnews.net/Stories/2010/s10120003.htm and
http://www.prayerfoundation.org/books/book_review_heroes_some_gave_all.htm
From here, pick at least 2 Christians who gave all that some could have Christ and read their stories.


PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Chechen of Uzbekistan
	Population:  1,400
	Country:  Uzbekistan
	Language:  Chechen
	Religion:  Islam

PRAYER POINTS:
· There are no known believers among the Chechen in Uzbekistan.  They have been referred to as the “Mafia of Russia” and are feared by other peoples.  Their faith in Islam is strong.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will convict them of their sin and prepare many hearts to hear the good news.
· Pray that global workers will come in contact with them and love them into the Kingdom.
· Ask God to move in the hearts of any new believers there,  that they become strong in their faith and form vibrant churches that will multiply
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SCRIPTURE:    
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” – Acts 1:8

“And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” – Acts 8:1

STORY:
Darryl had gone into business with his dad.  Hi did the work and dad supplied the start-up money.  It was a simple lawn-care and maintenance business, but he had high hopes for it.  He set out signs and put an ad in the paper advertising his services.  He expected an overwhelming response, but none came.  His father had encouraged him to “go out there knocking on doors” and personally let people know what you have to offer, but Darryl was comfortable sitting in the office waiting for the phone to ring.

Two months later the phone still hadn’t rung and the start-up money was drying up.  That’s when his father decided he had to have a talk with Darryl.  The talk was summed up like this:  Business does not come to you, you go for it.  You didn’t believe me and now our dreams for the business are going to die unless I convince you to “go out there.”  For that reason I have to tell you I’m cutting off the money supply to force you into doing what needs to be done.

It wasn’t an easy decision for his father to make, but it was a necessary one.  It was his father’s will from the beginning and the business was at risk.. Darryl had to follow his father’s instruction willingly or unwillingly for the survival of the business and the fulfillment of the dream.

PROBLEM:
Like Darryl, too many Christians hang out their church sign and hope people will show up.  It’s not unique to us – it happened in the earliest church.  Acts 1:8 is God’s commission to the church to “get out there”, but the first believers decided it was better to “stay in the office” in Jerusalem.  So our heavenly Father brought about Acts 8:1 – the persecution of the church – in order to force the Christians to “get out there” for the fulfillment of the Gospel reaching every tongue, tribe and nation.

SOLUTION:
We must realize that God’s commissioning of the church to reach the ends of the earth isn’t just a mission statement we can quote and use as a motto.  God wants the “thems” of the earth reached.  He wants the church to be “moving out” and taking the gospel with them.  It is of the utmost concern to the Father, and His desire to reach all nations is greater than His concern that our lives be safe, soft, feasy and comfortable.

STORY APPLICATION:
Prayerfully consider this:  How far is YOUR reach into the world?  How many “thems” will be reached, taught, disciple or encouraged because or YOUR prayers, YOUR giving, YOUR going or YOUR teaching?  If your passion for the Great Commission were graded by your activity to make it happen, what grade would your actions earn?  Our choice is to obey Acts 1:8 or we may face Acts 8:1.

WEB APPLICATION:
Go to www.CountForZero.com (and link to wwwJesusFilm.org) and click on the Jesus Film tab.  If you’re not familiar with this ministry – look around the site and get to know what they are doing.  If you are, click on the “Get Involved” tab and see how your efforts, your time, your money and your prayers can be used to take the gospel to the unreached.

PRAY FOR AN UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP:  Dalit
	Population:  250 Million
	Country:  India
	Language:  Hindi, Bengali and others
	Religion:  Mostly Hinduism

PRAYER POINTS:
· The Dalit have formerly been called “the Untouchables”.  They are composed of many people groups and make up the lowest caste in India.  If even a Dalit’s shadow were to fall on an upper caste person that person would consider himself unclean.  For 3,000 year they have been oppressed and now want nothing to do with it.  They are seeking new answers, both spiritually and educationally.  Pray that God lead them to accept Christ and find the freedom that He offers.
· The Dalit are poor and disadvantaged.  They hunger to have their children given an education in English.  Pray that teachers of English will want to go and work among them and spread God’s glory among these people.
· Pray that God will establish strong churches among the Dalit who find freedom in Christ and give it away!
· To discover more needs that need prayer, go to www.Dalitnetwork.org .





A COMMITMENT FROM YOUR COACH

I will make myself available to you and your church as a Coach or Mentor to help you throughout your entire STEP process.

I am raising my own support so there are no fees, no salary, no honorariums needed.  My service to you is FREE – and we hope that will eliminate barriers between your church and getting the support you may want and need.  

If you would like to be a supporter, whether through a 1-time donation or through regular giving, it would be appreciated, but that is not required for mentoring.

NOTE:  My support does not cover expenses, so if expenses are involved, those will fall back on the church.

You can call me, email, write, send a text… whenever needed.
Don’t be shy – this is what I’m here for… this is what I do.

How to get in touch with me…






Gerald Robison
6550 Mission Court, Unit 6
Jacksonville, FL 32217

904-374-9610  Office
904-874-6706  Cell & Text




Ministry
JustGo@ToAllNations.com


Personal
GeraldRobison@icloud.com  
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