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2 Chronicles 34:1-2

• Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he 

reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. And he did what was 

right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the ways of his 

father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the 

left.(NKJV)



2 Chronicles 34:3-4

• For in the eighth year of his reign, while

he was still young, he began to seek the

God of his father David; and in the

twelfth year he began to purge Judah and

Jerusalem of the high places, the wooden

images, the carved images, and the

molded images. (NKJV)



2 Chronicles 34:4

• They broke down the altars of the Baals in his

presence, and the incense altars which were

above them he cut down; and the wooden

images, the carved images, and the molded

images he broke in pieces, and made dust of

them and scattered it on the graves of those

who had sacrificed to them.(NKJV)



• 2 Chronicles 34:5-6

• He also burned the bones of the priests on

their altars, and cleansed Judah and

Jerusalem. And so he did in the cities of

Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as far as

Naphtali and all around, with

axes.(NKJV)



INTRODUCTION

Life of Josiah  and his experience will be the 

centre of meditation this morning.

• Josiah called to lead Judah at age 8.

• Bad times in the life of Judah as a nation.

• Stepped up their rebellion and idolatry against 

God who called them out of Egypt to Canaan’s 

land.



• 10 out of the 12 tribes of Israel had been

carried away to captivity by the Assyrians.

• The fate of Judah in the hands of the

Babylonians is also imminent.

I can hear people say:

How can he do anything better?

“Like father like son.”



Grandfather – Manasseh(12 years) 

2 Chron.33:1-9; 2kings 21:16

• Erected attars to Baals.

• Bowed to starry hosts and worship them.

• But it altars in the temple of the Lord

• Sacrifice sons in the fire

• Practiced sorcery, divination, witchcraft, consulted 

spirits.

• Led Judah astray more than heathen  nations 

destroyed by God.



Father – Amnon (22 years)
2kings21:11-21

• Did evil in the sight of the Lord as his father Manasseh.

• He worshipped and bowed down to idols.

• He forsook the God of his fathers.

Josiah inherited

• Fragile crown.

• Tarnished throne.

• Demotivated people.



Maybe you’re given excuses upon excuses.

If only I’d been born somewhere else. If

only I’d been treated fairly.

Maybe you have every right to use those

words… cheer up! Jer.29:11



6 Secrets of Josiah’s 

Greatness.
• Whole hearted turn to the God of David (2Chrn.22:1-

2)

• Call for temple repair centrality of the Bible 

(2Chrn.34:8)

• Faithfull to the covenant (2kings23:1-3)

• Pulled down idols (2kings23:4-8, 24)

• Call for corporate repentance (2Chron.34:19)

• Reestablish long forgotten religions festivals. 

(2Chron.35:16-19)



Conclusion: 2 kings 23:25 – No King

before and after………

“Now before him there was no king like him, who

turned to the LORD with all his heart, with all

his soul, and with all his might, according to all

the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise

like him.(NKJV)”


