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Introductions
F. Chris Curran, PhD
Director, Education Policy Research Center
Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy
Educational Leadership and Policy, University of Florida
Dr. Curran’s research applies quantitative causal 
inference techniques, mixed methodologies, and data 
science approaches to the study of education policy, 
with a goal of improving outcomes for all students. In 
particular, his recent work has focused on the ways that 
school discipline and safety contribute to educational 
outcomes.
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Reflection

What are the top school safety concerns 
facing the educational leaders in your 
programs?
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School Safety Legislation in Florida
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2018

• Office of Safe 
Schools

• Guardian Program
• MSD Commission

2019

• Enacts 
recommendations 
from the MSD 
Commission

• Included reporting, 
mental health, 
hardening, etc.

2020

• Alyssa’s Alert
• Enhanced real-time 

coordination

2021

• Parent notification
• Involuntary 

removals

2022

• Mental health 
coordinator

• Reunification
• Drills

2023

• Concealed carry
• Threat 

management

2024

• Updates to prior 
statutes around 
law enforcement, 
reporting, 
training, etc.

• Public records

2025

• Early childhood 
guardian 
program

• Workgroup on 
School Safety



Reflection

What does data-driven school safety decision-
making look like?
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The Problem Using School Safety Data
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Improving Data for School Discipline Conference

Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

Alex Schachter
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Safe Schools for Alex

Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

Alex Schachter

After the 2018 tragedy at Marjory Stoneman Douglas H.S. in 
Parkland, FL, Safe Schools for Alex was founded by Max 
Schachter whose son Alex was one of the 17 victims.
 
Their mission is to provide the most current school safety best 
practices and resources to students, parents, school districts 
and law enforcement so that all children can learn in a safe 
environment.

Max Schachter, Founder & CEO of Safe Schools for Alex
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Florida School Safety Dashboard
• Through a BJA grant and partnership with Safe 

Schools for Alex, the Florida School Safety 
Dashboard was developed

• Timely data with hundreds of metrics and 
functionality to deeply explore school safety 
data

• Coupled with resources and training to support 
educators and parents

• Enhancing research on data-driven school 
safety decision-making
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Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

Enhanced Dashboard 29 individual dashboards * 137 distinct data files * 47 data types

Student Population
• Race
• Economically disadvantaged
• ELL
• SWD
• Homeless students

School Characteristics
• School grades
• Graduation rate
• Student-to-teacher ratio
• Stability rate
• Chronic absenteeism
• Suicide prevention certified
• Enrollment

District Characteristics
• Urbanicity
• Student to nurse, counselor, MH worker 

and staff ratios
• Per pupil expenditure
• Safe Schools allocation
• Mental health allocation
• Bus safety data

Discipline
• OSS
• ISS
• Expulsion

Youth Risk Exposure
• Youth suicide rate
• Juvenile “Baker Acts” per year
• Homicides of teens rate
• Teen parents
• STD rates
• Youth civil citations
• Youth arrest rate

County Context
• Education level (bachelor's degree+)
• Unemployment
• Children in poverty
• Uninsured children
• Racial residential segregation rate
• Population/police ratio

In addition to SESIR and relateds:
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Resources
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District Level Dashboard

Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

• Overview

• Characteristics

• Population

• Incidents

• Discipline

• County Context

• Youth Risks
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Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

The Safe Schools for Alex School Safety 
Florida Dashboard is one of the most 
comprehensive sites for school safety data. The 
features and functions of the site can be 
leveraged by a wide array of users who have a 
stake in school safety. From policymakers to 
students, the array of metrics and graphic 
displays can be used to inform and promote 
school safety work.

www.schoolsafetydashboard.org 
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Reflection

What stands out on the dashboard?

How could this be used to enhance 
preparation of educational leaders?
 

Visualizing FL School Safety Laws and Practices



Research
• Curran, F. C., Carlo, S., & Harris-Walls, K. (2024). Making the data visible: A 

systematic review of systems-level data dashboards for leadership and policy in 
education. Review of Educational Research.

• Cotman, A., Curran, F. C., & Harris-Walls, K. (2024). Examination of state-level 
school safety data dashboard characteristics. Education Policy Analysis 
Archives, 32.

• Curran, F. C., Boza, L., Harris-Walls, K., & Tan, T. S. (2024). Assessing the Public 
Availability of School Discipline and Infraction Data. Educational Evaluation and 
Policy Analysis, 46(3), 591-599.

• Curran, F. C., Kent, J., Cotman, A. M., & Harris, K. (2024). Cops on Call: Potential 
Implications of Florida’s Expansion of Required Reporting of School Incidents to 
Law Enforcement. Education Policy Research Center Research Report.
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UF School Safety Data Micro Credential

Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

Register Here•Asynchronous online learning modules
•5 modules ranging from school safety data 
use to school safety action planning
•Interactive and applied school safety data 
analysis and applications
•Self-paced
•No cost to participants
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F. Chris Curran, PhD
Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy
Director, Education Policy Research Center
chriscurran@coe.ufl.edu

Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

Thanks and Questions

This project was supported by Grant No. 15PBJA-21-GG-04652-STOP 
awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice 
Assistance is a component of the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of 
Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the 
National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the SMART Office. Points of 
view or opinions in this document are those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department 
of Justice.
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Sources and Methodology
• https://www.safeschoolsforalex.org/meth

ods-florida-v2/

• 137 distinct data files​

Safe Schools for Alex School Safety DashboardVisualizing FL School Safety Laws and Practices


	Visualizing Florida School Safety Laws and Practices
	Introductions
	Reflection
	School Safety Legislation in Florida
	Reflection
	The Problem Using School Safety Data
	Improving Data for School Discipline Conference
	Safe Schools for Alex
	Florida School Safety Dashboard
	Slide Number 10
	Resources
	District Level Dashboard
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Safe Schools for Alex School Safety Dashboard

	Reflection
	Research
	UF School Safety Data Micro Credential
	���F. Chris Curran, PhD�Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy�Director, Education Policy Research Center�chriscurran@coe.ufl.edu���������
	Sources and Methodology

