ave attracted
“eelebrity attention - one,
even appeared in a Mar
JBlige music video!,
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RUNWAY READY

Designer Traci Dalton of Traci Couture talks about crocheting high-fashion clothing and
what happens to your career when a music megastar falls in love with your hooky designs

ifeasacrochetfashiondesigneris
wild. One minute you mightbe
mourning the loss oftheInstagram
accountyou'vespentyearsbuilding,
and the nextcelebrity stylistsare
requesting bespoke garments. Traci
Dalton, a crocheter and tutor basedin
California, USA, takesthisallin herstride.
She’s been creating crochet clothing
since 2004 and knows a thing or two
aboutfollowing a spark of creativity.
“Theideas wake me up atnight! I don't
think | can saynotoit,” she says. Tracinow
runs Traci Couture, creating custom crochet
pieces and ready-to-wear garments, but her
crochet journey began when she was
expecting herfirst child, "With all of the
downtime, | needed something to do,” she
explains. "My mother showed me how to

[twasn't the firsttime her mother had
tried to teach her, but this timeitstuck.
“From there ljust fell in love - | taught myself
how toread crochet patterns, to learn how
to make different shapes. | started creating
my own patterns and | would splice patterns
together. | was hooked!” she says.

STAYING CURIOUS

What followed was an explosion of
creativity. Traci honed her skills making
things for friends and family and crocheting
with anything she could get her hands on.
“lwas justhungry and curious aboutit,and
experimenting with different kinds of
materials,” she says.”So, I've crocheted with
lanyard string, I've crocheted metal wire.

| started crocheting a little bit of everything
immediately and exploring different things

O A R W el s e e o TR e ol

Before long, Traci was wearing herown
piecesand getting stopped in the street by
admirers.Older women in particular would
compliment her seams and finishing at
markets and shows. She set up Traci Couture
as aresponse to this positive reception, and
it's areflection of Traci's personal style.

“| think it was an overflow from who

| already was,” she muses. “l love bright
colours. My initial mentality goinginto it
was that | recognised that my work was
really neat, and | wanted to make crochet
and bring itinto a new light. lwanted to
make it fashionable.”

FORFASHIONISTAS
“It's funny now, almost 20 years after me
starting,” Traci says, "[we're] really starting to

see this resurgence of crochetinto the
Lo climminimelAd T+hinlk- tha lact +fimao itiarac

*hotos: Traci Dalton
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