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GOOD OLD ACAPPELLA
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Performance Notes

Besides writing and producing, Les Carter was a powerful force in Los Angeles radio, and by the time he was 23 years of age,
Billboard Magazine voted him the #1 Jazz DJ in America. Susan Carter, his wife, was a singer and recording artist, having
recorded an album for Epic, with Les as producer. Les, becoming more eclectic in his musical taste, left the jazz station to
become program director of KPPC radio in Los Angeles. Wanting this station to sound like no other, he asked The Persuasions
to make an a cappella recording of the station IDs, singing the call letters KPPC in exquisitely soulful, five-part harmony.

Les was soon to return the favor. Record producer and manager David Dashev was about to record The Persuasions' second
album and told Les they were short one tune. The session was to be the next day. That evening Les and Susan wrote Good Old
Acappella (their spelling), which was recorded the next day by the group. It has become a classic and has been performed by
artists as varied as Dolly Parton, Tom Jones, Mac Davis, Donna Summers, Brenda Lee and The Nylons. In 1997 it was featured
in the Broadway show Street Corner Symphony, which took its name from a line in the song. The show closed in 2001 after a
very successful run.

David Wright has given Barbershoppers some of the greatest arrangements ever, and this one is no exception. It is most certainly
a challenging number to sing, but the fine digital tracks Tim Waurick laid down for the available learning CD are invaluable to
performing the intricate rhythms and fast-moving notes. Emulating his performance would be a good idea.

Whether sung beneath street lights on gritty street corners or on concert-hall stages, Good Old Acappella continues to attract
voices diverse in ethnicity, style and age — which is how it should be. After all, it is a song about harmony and the absolute joy
of singing.

As a final note: Questions about the contest suitability of this or any other song/arrangement should be directed to the judging
community and measured against the current contest rules. Ask before you sing.
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