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Chalk is enduring . . . these two business houses In
Seotin were bullt of chalk more than 50 years ago.

By Jack Bailey
PThe World:-MeraM's News Heervies. )
RE you ready for the jackpot
question™ Well, here it is. Is

Mine out of 10 Nebraskans will
snswer no to the quesiion, de-
spite the fact that hundreds of

ds of Nebrash have

passed by the only such mine in
the sale during the past 50 years.
The mine Ix loeated two miles
enst of Scolia on the main high-
wny belwesn Grand Island and
Ol;. has yielded thousands of car-
londs ‘of chalk to be shipped to
Owned by the U':E;led Mineral
Products o
mine has Mnmﬁ.llayw of Charles
Rother, who lives al the mine site,
do they uxe chalk for,
than in schoolrooms, you
For T2 other purposgs, to
be explicit. It is used In caitle
feed replacing

wa

chalk at the top of the sallea ve
-

ted drying shed . . .
hauled from the mine and left to dry for mbout iwo

here the chalk Is

shafis,

the oyster shell, in fertihizer, for
road beds, in bentonite,

From chalk comes n polish for
cleaning silverwire, Tings, brass,
and all kinds of cooking ulensils.
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For Riprapping, Too
IT‘ HAS been jhed quile success-

fully ns Afirap along the banks
of rvivers in flood avens. And it
makes substantial buildings that
last indefinitely., Seversl farm
homes in the Secolia vicnily are
of chalk and (wo Scolln business
bulldings have withstood the rav-
ages of time for more than 50

rs.
Geologists #ay that only two

hills in the Scolin area contain

chalk, To date only one of them
han been worked. From this hill,
tallest in Greeley counly, three
towns can be seen—Scotia, North
Loup and %ﬁ:ﬂﬂﬂ. S
The cha eposit ween
six and seven Teet thigk and starts
at Jeast two hundred feet from the
top of the bill. The wvein xuna

Has
R

in before he

e B

horizontally ihrough the lill, be-
tween o soapy sand formation and
Ihick layer of hard silica,

To mine he challk, the men
eul back at the top of the silica,
dynamite between the silica and
soppy sand, The challe gives way
while the silica js not loosened.

Large chunks of chalk, weigh-
Ing 50 to 75 peunds, ware londed
into n specially buill truck and
hauled 1o a ventilated drying shed
for a week or fwa helore shipped
by railroad to Omaha for process-

ing.
oK %
Main Shafis
TWO main enteanees permit ac-
cess (o {he mine, and there

are three muln shafis, each at
lenst three hundred feel long. Sub-
sidiary tunnols banch in #11 di-
rections from the teain shalls,

Dimensions of shafis and tun-
nels—aix and one-half by 14 feel -
permit passage of the specially-
bullt truck anywhere in the mine.
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Shafts and tunnels are braced at
Intervals to offer addilional safely
to the miners,

The temperature In the mine
makes it an atltractive place to
work. In the summer the ther-
momeler averages 55 degrpes; in
winter, the mereury never drops
below 20 no maiter whal the out-
side weather,

On the hoftest day last summer
— 107, in the shade— Rother and
his assistant, Bud Heebe of Norih
Loup, worked in comfort of 54
degroes

But Rolher says, mining chalk
i= o snap, And he ought ta
know; he's n wrestler on the side.

“You get plenty of exercise, min-
ing chalk,* he says. “I'll guaran.
tee it will keep you in condilion.
At Jeast, IL Keeps me in A-1 condi-
tion for wrestling."

Only {wo men are working the
mine now—and Rother sayn he
wonld like four or five more if ho
coulil find them. The two of (hem
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Its Miners, Too!
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Charles Rother, manager of the chalk mine near Scotin, Neb., af left, helps Bud
Beebe, North Loup, load the rubber-tired wheelbarrow.

The challc hill at the right of the highway . . . just like any olher hill until after you enter one of the

put out & carload of chalk every
twio weeks - h

It isn't a big indusiry, Rother
points o has heen n contin-
BOUS 0N, pone has be Work-

ing at 1h
for 50 yoars,

Poetic License

The slarryv-oyed poet
holed the millionaire

“Mr. Donken” he said, “T want
to wed your daughter ™

The old pian almost hit the cell-
ing.

"What ™ he howled, "Do you
realize that my daughler just in-
hrrllu!' ane million dollars—while
¥oul haven't & cont 10 your name 1™

The poet nodded,

“I understond all that, sir," he
replicd dreamily. “Ful I figured
the million would tide us over
until I sold one of my pocms!™

cofia mine every dny

bution.




