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APPY JACK HILL has a gecret.
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f 2180 in the old hill's history are legends
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In the early 1930's, an Omaha paint
products firm reopened the mine and
used the chalk in manufactures. Al-
though nearly 80 uses were found for
the chalk, the mine closed shortly there-
alter, when it was found that materials
could be shipped in more cheaply from
England.

ow Lhe cave is an interesting maze
of dark Lunnels haunted by pioneers
and miners,

Anyone entering the mine should be
sure to carry a flashlight. A hard hat is
good protection from the low ceilings.
Duck low and watch carefully for lower-
ing ceiling levels. If entered carefully
and sensibly, the cave is perfectly safe,

Railroad half-ties make a crude stair-

way from the mine to the peak’s summit.
The view fr

om there is a broad vista in-
cluding the swift Loup River. Trees turn

from the green lace of budded limbs to
verdant growth to the torch of fall. A

majestic purple of more distant hills flows
through the fabric of Happy Jack’s view.,
Like the pioneers who kept watch from

Happy Jack Hill and found 80 many uses
for chalk, eastern Nebraska settlers left
their mark on the state. The Louis E.
May Historical Museum in Fremont ig
just one example of that mark.

he huge old mansion was the resi-
dence of one of Fremont's founding fa-
thers, Theron Nye. Behind the big
Georgian columns is the gracious past
preserved in brocades and oak. The
house is not a resloration, it's a museum,
Although some rooms have been re-
stored to 19t} Century decor, many of
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the old rooms are display areas for ex-
tensive collections of memorabilia,

Among the historical objects is a grass-

opper warrant, the only kncwyn one in
existence inthe United States. Such war-
rants were once somewhat like drafl
calls, They called all able-bodied.men to
a designated place at a certain time to
fight the grasshopper plague.
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