dfish and mining engineers Howard
om Elko, Nev., and Gary Last of
acouver, Wash., have been busy exca-
the entrance and exits and shoring

again, many
stopped to take a look. Gold-
said there's a steady stream at the
e all of the time.
Signs on the outside warn visitors to
at their own risk, but most are not
piterred.
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7s like doing construction,” he said

pple don’t understand what’s going

Indepandent/Teresa Hurteat. )

Steve Goldfish walks back to the truck following a lumber delivery by Van Smit, ot
S Scotia at Happy Jack Chalk Mine. From the top of the hill one ¢an view the Noi
[ _ Tumto: Chalk mines, Page 2-A -oup River. :

uaalk mines: Fall opening planned

. From Page 1-A
| . Goldfish and the other miners
~ wear hard hats and often are hit by
falling rock as the ceiling is being
. ﬁped. i) One poke to the ceiling re-
‘cently sent down a rock the size of a
verall, the mine is in super
ape, he said, and the ground

is in good condition, too.
ally, we're doing an overkill
o safety,” he said.

The mine, once a r tourist
was 1 and closed by
Game and Parks Com-
entrance col-

A steel company donated $8,000
in steel reinforcements for the ceil-
ing, and a mining company donated
costly mining equipment to get the
job done,

The project has been organized
into five phases to be completed
over the next five years.

Phase one includes opening and
securing the entrance and exits,
shoring up some of the weak spots
in the ceiling and adding extra sup-
port to the inside pillars. A 220-foot
walkway through the mine, illumi-
nated by low lighting close to the
floor, wﬁ connect the entrance and

ldfish hoped to have the two

e
b

including large recreational vehicles
and cars hauling trailers, he said.

Phase two will shore up two large
“ballrooms” in the mine for a yisi-
tors center. Phase three, will include
a historical museum, with informa-
tion about mining and the geology of
the mine.

Phase four will clean up and m
other existitgg tunnels, rework

stairway to the top of the
closes the mine and land

The final phase will devel
system of trails on the hillside
\abels for local flora and fauna.
North Loup-Scotia FFA chapter 18-
working on that project.

Most of the work so far |
done on a volunteer or eut

hat en-
10

sis. Goldfish




