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1. Qaisra Shahraz MBE JP FRSA, 

Founder and Executive Director of 

MACFEST, Muslim Arts and 

Culture Festival 
Qaisra Shahraz is the Founder, Curator and Executive Director of 

MACFEST. She is a prize-winning and critically-acclaimed 

novelist, scriptwriter, peace and gender activist. Qaisra was born 

in Pakistan and has lived in Manchester since childhood. Qaisra 

has gained two Masters Degrees in English & European literature 

and scriptwriting for television. 

 

Qaisra has won the prestigious National Diversity, ‘Lifetime 

Achiever Award' for her services to ‘Literature, Education, Gender 

and Interfaith Relationships’ in 2016. In 2018, she gained the University of Salford ‘Alumni Achievement 

Award’ for having achieved distinction in her multiple careers and for contributions to the arts and 

community cohesion. In 2017, Qaisra was recognised by Lovin Manchester as number 1 in a list of '50 

Most Influential Women in Manchester'. Similarly she has been recognised as one of 100 influential 

Pakistani women in 'Pakistan Power 100 List' and included in the ‘Muslim Power 100’ list (2018). 

 

She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, a literary judge, a former Director of Gatehouse Books, an 

advisor to  International Journal IJRHS and Asia Pacific Writers and Translators partnership. Her 

novels, The Holy Woman, Typhoon, Revolt and collection of short stories, A Pair of Jeans and other 

stories and The Concubine & The Slave Catcher - stories from around the world, have been translated 

into several languages including Mandarin. Her book, Holy Woman won the Bradford Waterstones' title 

of 'Best Book of the Month' and has been a bestseller for 15 years in Indonesia. Her novels and stories 

including, A Pair of Jeans are studied in schools and universities. A critical analysis of her works has 

been done in a book entitled The Holy and the Unholy: Critical Essays on Qaisra Shahraz’s 

Fiction (2011). She has appeared in many international writers’ festivals and book fairs. Her award-

winning drama serial Dil Hee To Hai was broadcast on Pakistani Television in 2003. 

 

Qaisra has enjoyed a successful career in education as an Ofsted inspector, a quality manager, 

assessor, education consultant and international teacher trainer including working under the auspices 

of the British Council. She is highly committed to promoting community and social cohesion through her 

roles as MACFEST’s Executive Director, a trustee of Manchester Multi Faith Centre,  Co-Chair of Faith 

Network 4 Manchester' Co-Chair of 'We Stand Together,' Executive Member of Manchester Muslim-

Jewish Forum and a UK partner with New York's Foundation for Ethnic Understanding. Qaisra has a 

wide range of skills and expertise necessary to oversee all aspects of the festival. 
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2. MACFEST: Context and 

Background Information 
 

 
 
Qaisra set up Macfest as a social enterprise, registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee (CLG) 
with company number 10951781 with 1 Executive Director who oversees all governance and 
operational matters. The company’s address is registered with Madisons Accountants in Manchester. 
 
Funders  
MACFEST is funded by the Arts Council, Greater Manchester Combined Authority, and Foundation For 
Ethnic Understanding. In addition we have been amply supported in sponsorship in kind including by 
University of Salford and BBC Radio Manchester.  
 
Directors and Advisors  
The Executive Director works closely with a Board of Directors, a panel of national advisors, a marketing 
specialist and volunteer festival assistants. All share her passion, vision, ambition and enthusiasm. They 
bring with them vast knowledge, skills, expertise and achievements in their various fields of work on a 
local, national and international scale.  

 

2.1 Mission 
 

Successfully making its debut in Autumn 2018 MACFEST, an International festival, is the only one of 

its kind in the UK. Its primary mission is to bring Muslim and non-Muslim communities together in not 

only Greater Manchester and the North West area but also beyond the UK. MACFEST’s purpose is to 

raise awareness of Muslim heritage, the richness of Muslim arts, literature and culture. In particular, the 

festival aims to break down barriers, debunk stereotypes about Islam and celebrate the Muslim world 

at large.  

 

‘Celebrating Arts and Connecting Communities’ is MACFEST’s tagline. We aim to promote the message 

of tackling hatred through our slogan ‘Spread Honey Not Hate’. 
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2.2 Aims 
● To promote peace, harmony and respect for other cultures including Muslim heritage. 

 

● To bring together Muslims and non-Muslims to celebrate the positive aspects of Islam, its rich 

heritage and lifestyle. 

 

● Enhance interfaith relationships including those between the Muslim and Jewish community 

and tackle anti-semitism through twinning events. 

 

● Enhance community engagement and cohesion amongst the citizens of Greater Manchester 

and beyond. We want to engage people of all ages and denominations, including school 

children, local communities, migrant and refugee communities and colleges/universities. 

 

 

Salford Now, Salford alumni encourages community cohesion through art festivals: 

http://www.salfordnow.co.uk/2022/12/15/salford-alumni-encourages-community-cohesion-

by-through-art-festivals/  

http://www.salfordnow.co.uk/2022/12/15/salford-alumni-encourages-community-cohesion-by-through-art-festivals/
http://www.salfordnow.co.uk/2022/12/15/salford-alumni-encourages-community-cohesion-by-through-art-festivals/
http://www.salfordnow.co.uk/2022/12/15/salford-alumni-encourages-community-cohesion-by-through-art-festivals/
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2.3 Here is a brief history of MACFEST’s growth 

over 5 years:   
2018 - 10 days festival taking place in a variety of places in Manchester: partners/ venues and hosted 

7 schools and Manchester College. 

2020 - 3 weeks Greater Manchester festival hosted in Manchester, Oldham, Stockport, Trafford and 

Rochdale. Hosted in various venues, as well as partnership with Rochdale literature Festival, 

Manchester Science Festival & schools & colleges. 

2021 -Throughout the year festival kept our audiences/communities engaged. Due to Corona Virus - 

mainly digital, global, hosting international live events i.e. from Baku, Turkey, Morocco, Dubai etc. We 

were also digitally hosted in Liverpool, Oldham, Bury and Bolton. More colleges and schools came 

onboard & new festival partnerships developed with Tameside, Salford and Dewsbury. 

2022 - 8 month long festival, with themed monthly festivals, (women, Youth, Ramadhan, African and 

Arab festival etc) live & digital platforms and global-engaging international artists & bringing 

entertainment, cultural feasts to our UK audience. 

2023 - we are offering offer 70+ hybrid events for 6 months (Feb–July 2023); a rich feast of art & cultural 

activities from Muslim diaspora: art exhibitions ( 4th March), panel discussions, poetry readings, cultural 

hubs, musical performances & themed festivals: Women (25 women events), Youth & Libraries; 

schools/colleges MACFEST days. 

 



7 

 

Manchester World, Macfest 2023: massive celebration of Islamic culture in Manchester 

returns with more than 75 events: https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-

2023-massive-celebration-islamic-culture-manchester-returns-75-events-3978631 

 

We offer events, in a variety of contexts, (live & digitally) & in partner venues eg for exhibitions, art 

workshops, international panels, poetry gatherings, children’s calligraphy workshops; cultural heritage 

hubs in schools and colleges (hosting Macfest days). 

We celebrate books, creativity with children (calligraphy, batik painting, paper cutting) etc reading, arts 

exhibitions, artists, poets and multilingual poetry and dance performance. We have discussions on 

global issues ie Islamophobia, racism, Black Lives Matter, history, gender issues & climate change 

(2022). 

 

 

 

https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-2023-massive-celebration-islamic-culture-manchester-returns-75-events-3978631
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-2023-massive-celebration-islamic-culture-manchester-returns-75-events-3978631
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Macfest – Press release 2023 

 

 

 

2.4 Activities & Services 
We are a community-led art & culture festival. Only one of its kind in the UK, MACFEST is a unique, 

award winning, multi-art forms festival, hosted across the North West. it’s aim is to celebrate arts, 

Muslim Heritage, culture and connect communities of all faiths. MACFEST is a local, national & 

international festival; it has 4 distinct strands; heritage, education, culture and arts. 
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We deliver MACFEST through multi-art forms; Literature/poetry, arts (exhibitions), photography, 

fashion, film making, performance, talks, cuisine, history panels. 

 

Turkish and Bengali Performers                                       EId Picnic in the park 

CREATIVITY & CREATIVE PEOPLE lie at the heart of MACFEST. We reach & work with young people, 

women, families & local organisations; through collaborative working we enable them to plan, deliver, 

create & showcase their work with us. 

We celebrate MULTI-ARTS forms: 

● LITERATURE: poetry, books, travel writing, manuscripts, Mushaira, author panels, writing 

workshops. 

● Arts: (exhibitions), commissioned artwork, demonstrations (Palestinian embroidery & textiles). 

● WORKSHOPS: calligraphy, batik & marble, silk painting, paper cutting, mandala making, card 

making, & doodling. 

● PERFORMANCE, eg Arab Dabka, Sudanese, Indonesian, Turkish & Uighur folk dance. 

Wedding ensemble by Bengali Anamika Group. 

 

 

We have a proven track record of delivering successfully 5 festivals including the year long 

digital 2021 programme of events across Greater Manchester during the pandemic. 

 

2.5 Themed Festivals 

We offer themed festivals ie Arab,( September 2021 week long) South Asian,(August) and African 

Heritage ( October, to tie in with Black History Month & 2022); Youth & Children,( February 2022) Muslim 

Women Art Festival ( March 2022 to tie in with International women week and in partnership with Muslim 

Women Arts Foundation.), Ramadan & Eid Festival ( April,), National festival (May to August) ie hosted 

in Bolton, Bury, Rochdale, Stockport, Oldham, Trafford, Liverpool. 
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MACFEST festival promotes community cohesion - engages 1000s of people of all ages. 

MACFEST UK is a great social, cultural ‘connector’ of diverse communities. We have a high percentage 

i.e. 50%  of hard to reach or socially/economically excluded groups taking part.  

Through its art and cultural activities it plays a significant role in developing stronger and inclusive 

communities and improving the quality of life of its residents. 

 

Indonesian Festival                                         Celebrating Nigerian/African Heritage 
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Live Azerbaijan Festival from Baku                             Our Cultural Hubs 

 

 

2.6 Supporting communities during the pandemic 

2021 

 
To support our communities feeling isolated during lockdown MACFEST, had a strong commitment to 

engage with communities, using digital platforms, and various strategies. 

 

MACFEST reached out to local people, those who were hard to reach or felt isolated especially during 

the pandemic, lasting 2 years. When other cultural organisations and community groups closed down, 

we kept going. We delivered 75 digital events in 2021. Through our festival we continued to engage 

local & national communities, using digital platforms to offer many events in 2021. Thereby breaking 

barriers, and promoting social & emotional well-being. 

 

During the pandemic we joined students from Greater Manchester schools and colleges and heard their 

perspective about life during the pandemic, racism and Islamophobia, and celebrated their cultural 

heritage of their country of origin. MACFEST hosted a special panel with students from six countries: 

from Gambia to the USA. School students shared their thoughts about how the pandemic affected their 

lives and education during the last few months. 
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Our digital Youth Panels during the pandemic 

  
Mancunion, Macfest: The power of Community over isolation:  

https://mancunion.com/2021/01/27/macfest-2021/  

2.7 Diversity, Inclusion and Disability 
MACFESTUK key strength is in strengthening community relationships and enhancing social inclusion; 

it reduces divisions & feeling of ghettoisation; challenges racism, Islamophobia, & anti-Semitism; whilst 

encouraging and developing intergenerational and positive relationships, including between different 

groups of Manchester residents.  

We adopt a very positive approach towards DISABILITY and are committed to our festival being 

accessible to all. We host 2 artists ( blind & deaf & 5 disabled staff/volunteers & make reasonable 

adjustments to enhance their participation. 

 

 
International Women’s Event with Raabia Hussain, deaf filmmaker  

2.8 Engaging marginalised communities and 

breaking barriers 
 

 

 
Mancunion, Macfest: The festival we need 

in a divided Britain: 

https://mancunion.com/2019/12/05/macfest-

the-festival-we-need-in-a-divided-britain/ 

https://mancunion.com/2021/01/27/macfest-2021/
https://mancunion.com/2019/12/05/macfest-the-festival-we-need-in-a-divided-britain/
https://mancunion.com/2019/12/05/macfest-the-festival-we-need-in-a-divided-britain/
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2.9 Community Led Festival 

MACFEST whilst international is very much a community led festival by engaging diverse local 

communities and working with Manchester citizens offering community-led, cultural events in a variety 

of settings & venues; in schools, mosques, universities, local colleges, Museums, British Muslim 

Heritage Centre, Central library & local communities centres (Turkish, Bengali, Arab, 

Nigerian/Pakistani). 

MACFEST is a great social connector for migrant communities, enabling not only learning to take place 

but forming of new friendships, excellent social interactions, and above all enhancing integration of 

migrant communities and refugees communities into British society and way of life, who otherwise might 

feel isolated. 

We engage at least 10 Muslim diaspora groups/migrants/refugees, from all backgrounds, engaging 

100s from each community i.e. taking part in activities as well as attending i.e. musical performance 

etc. 

Each year we showcase the cultural heritage of various Muslim communities living in the North West 

including Bengali and Uyghur (Chinese). See Brochure attached, programme of 74 events with global 

reach. 

  

2.10 Community Empowerment and Development 

We provide fab opportunities for communities to develop, share their love of arts & sample cultural life 

of different Muslim communities and also to develop employability skills resulting in volunteering and 

paid work. At least 1000 people from various communities have taken part to showcase talent & their 

cultural heritage ( Bengali, Uighur, Indonesian, Bosnian, Pakistani, Turkish, Moroccan, Nigerian, Somali 

etc) hosting cultural evenings, curating cultural hubs or delivering art workshops ie batik painting by 

Indonesian, Marble Ebru painting by Turkish artist. 

MACFEST is totally dedicated to developing people: artists, volunteers, team members as well as 

students & school children. We recognise the experience and  expertise of communities by providing 

excellent platforms to both aspiring and established artists, poets, performers to showcase their talent, 

work & develop new skills of team and our volunteers. 
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2.11 Paid Opportunities 

Our festival has sustainable outcomes; generating work opportunities for communities  (INCLUDING 

university students), companies, catering, media, printing & marketing industry and volunteers – who 

progress to work. We have created additional jobs for our team of volunteers. MACFEST progressed 

10 members from volunteer roles to offering them part time paid work. Their progression is well 

celebrated and our Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service  is an excellent testament to that. 

Employed over 150 artists each year to offer their services, sometimes for 3 paid events. Engaged 

community groups ie Anamika (20 People) or Turkish folk dance ( 15 women) to perform for us – paid. 

2.12 Women empowerment resulting in work 

experience 

Macfest is female led. Director is devoted to women’s rights, and celebrates female artists, up-skills 

women, & puts them at the forefront of the festival. 
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We host 25 events in which we celebrate women creative, explore gender issues, & celebrate 

International Women Week with a number of women events. In the 2023 festival on International 

Women Day, 3 events celebrated Muslim women e.g. (deaf filmmaker, Kuwaiti journalists as well as 

past women travel writers). 

Part of MACFEST, Muslim women art project aims; to debunk myths about Muslim women; actively 

engages & empowers migrant women of all ages & backgrounds; They plan & deliver events. 

Through different activities: public performance i.e. poetry, writing of stories/recipes, art exhibitions, 

cultural hubs, women develop and in long term will enhance their employability skills. 

MACFEST has developed director skills by successfully delivering 5 festivals. Via a good network of 

supporters, advisers who continue to ameliorate risk associated with running a large festival & 

supporting her work, eg. in fund raising & become driven, well-networked festival organiser with clear 

vision, dedication to improve social & community relations & promote peace amongst communities.  

 

1.13 Partnerships 

We work with many partners, community organisations & are hosted in a variety of iconic 

settings/cultural venues across NW including with Manchester Science Festival & Huddersfield lit 

festival. ( see partners section https://macfest.org.uk/partners) 

 

Macfest and the Huddersfield Literature Festival: https://www.huddlitfest.org.uk/event/online-

muslim-women-travellers/ 

            

                                                 Celebrating Eid at Whitworth Art Gallery 

1.14 Community Engagement 

These people have accessed the festival or been engaged in some way – i.e. numbers of artists, 

speakers, active participants and attendees of digital events.  

● 600 CREATIVE – poets, artists, writers, performers, singers, culture champions– e.g. from 

Manchester, Bolton, Bury, Tameside, Kirklees & those working in schools & colleges delivering 

art, calligraphy, writing workshops. As well as solo participants we hosted musical groups and 

dance groups i.e. up to 20 people per group. 

https://macfest.org.uk/partners
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● 11,000 TAKING PART/CONTRIBUTING - Youth fest (25 events) with (17) whole 

schools/colleges-1000s of studs/teachers create, host for 3-4 days. 

LIVE PRESENTATIONS 

● 1300 MCR ie musical (300), dance (300), 10 art workshops x 25=500, poetry (200) 

● 2000 NW (Bury, Bolton, Tameside)  -Community groups hosting MACFEST ie Bury Bame 

Project, Bolton Sunnyside Club, Tameside Khushamdeed women’s group, Yaron NW and 

Sheba Arts 

● 12,000 EDUCATION (schools)-(Fashion, art /poetry workshops) 17 providers engaged. 

● 60 VOLUNTEERS –eg 25 MACFEST team NW events (25) & partners eg Whitworth (10) 

● 15000 HYBRID – LIVE presentation watched via live streaming-(MCR, & NW events. 

● 50,000 DIGITAL -25 events– ie ave. attendees bet. 30-100 per event plus live streaming/ fb. 

Eg 2022 You tube views -Myriam Francois’s panel had (30,000) views. 

● 50 Professionals & academics ie chairing/hosting/introducing panels 

 

 

Bury Macfest hosted by BAME Project 

  

 

See all past and upcoming events on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/macfest-muslim-

arts-and-culture-festival-27374899249    

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/macfest-muslim-arts-and-culture-festival-27374899249
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/macfest-muslim-arts-and-culture-festival-27374899249
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Read full article here: https://www.highsheriffofgreaterlondon.com/macfest-panel-on-islamaphobia-a-

great-conversation-on-an-important-topic%ef%bf%bc/  

Black History Month: 

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/online-event/macfest-2021-the-black-

queens-of-islam/ 

 

3. Collaboration with Community 

and Cultural Organisations 

 

Working with other organisations across the North West is central to MACFEST. 

In order to reach communities, including non-Muslim and have the highest impact, MACFEST's mission 

is to be hosted by other organisations. 

 Our name ‘Muslim Arts & Culture Festival’ indicates a strong focus on celebration of culture. We 

achieve this through wide ranging strong partnerships. 

We are highly ambitious & innovative in our collaboration with the cultural and education sectors. We 

are proud to be hosted in a variety of iconic settings/venues. We benefit from extensive & quality 

mainstream partnerships with years of experience; to explore ideas, plan and co-host events. 

https://www.highsheriffofgreaterlondon.com/macfest-panel-on-islamaphobia-a-great-conversation-on-an-important-topic%ef%bf%bc/
https://www.highsheriffofgreaterlondon.com/macfest-panel-on-islamaphobia-a-great-conversation-on-an-important-topic%ef%bf%bc/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/online-event/macfest-2021-the-black-queens-of-islam/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/online-event/macfest-2021-the-black-queens-of-islam/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/online-event/macfest-2021-the-black-queens-of-islam/
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/listings/region/online-event/macfest-2021-the-black-queens-of-islam/
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Engagement of ethnic minorities and Muslim migrant 

communities in Manchester 

 

In 2022 we engaged the following Muslim community groups in Manchester (Pakistani, Nigerian, 

Turkish, Somali, Moroccan, Egyptian, Bengali, Iranian, Indonesian, Indian, Afghani, Libyan, Uighur, 

Iraqi, Palestinian, as well as international artists from Uzbekistan & Azerbaijan) 

  

-Macfest’s uniqueness is in bringing diverse Muslim communities together under one roof, as they very 

rarely meet, thus promoting integration between these different groups and spreading peace messages 

with slogan, 'spread honey not hate’.  

  

-The director uses all her contacts, influence, excellent and wide ranging communication as an 

international author, community interfaith and peace activist, educationist with good links to schools and 

colleges to reach out to people, to curate and produce a fast growing award winning festival. 

 

We are delighted to have achieved our goal of bringing Muslim communities together via the cultural 

hubs, displays and the culture celebration events such as, Bosnia, Turkey, Nigeria. We successfully 

engaged with non-Muslim communities including Jewish, Sikh and Christian as speakers, participants 

and attendees. 

- Nigerian 

- Indonesian 

- Turkish 

- Sudanese 

- Bengali 

- Palestinian 

- Uyghurs

-  

-  
- Egyptian, Nigerian and Indonesian Communities 
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4. List of our Partners: Schools, 

Colleges, Venues 

4.1 Local and National Partners 
This year, we have more partners coming on board to support MACFEST. These include the prestigious 

Royal Exchange Theatre, John Rylands and the Portico Library.  

 

We are supported by 4 North West Universities: University of Salford, University of Manchester, 

Metropolitan University and Bolton University, all are sponsoring MACFEST. In 2023 we partnered with 

the University of Western Australia.  

 

New community organisations have come on board ie Yaron North West, Khush Amdid of Tameside 

and Sheba Arts. 

 

 
Celebrating Eid at The Lowry                                Bolton Macfest 2021 

 

 
Bolton MACFEST with the Lord Lieutenant Diane Hawkins and MACFEST in Bolton News: 

https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/20246051.macfest-celebrate-boltons-diverse-muslim-culture/ 

https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/20246051.macfest-celebrate-boltons-diverse-muslim-culture/
https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/20246051.macfest-celebrate-boltons-diverse-muslim-culture/
https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/20246051.macfest-celebrate-boltons-diverse-muslim-culture/
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Hosted by Partners across the North West at Manchester Cathedral and MOSI 

 
Literary Centre of Kirklees, Manchester Central Library and Stretford Public Hall 

 

4.2 Youth Festival: Engagement with Local 

Schools and Colleges 

 

Hosting of macfest days is now well embedded in many schools' curriculum nationally. Teachers & 

heads host MACFEST DAYs -working with students to produce & host art /cultural activities. Eg. 

Stockport/Trafford College hosted a mini festival. Levenshulme High school celebrated famous Muslims 

i.e. Mo Farrah, Nadyia Hussain. 

 

All our events have an excellent impact, with excellent feedback received -eg with 1000s of school 

children & college students celebrating diversity, learning about other cultures, discussing issues of 

identity,racism, cultural heritage & harmony. 
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❖ Stockport College 

❖ Liverpool College 

❖ Cheadle and Marple College 

❖ Manchester Academy  

❖ The Albion Academy  

❖ Freehold Community Academy  

❖ Levenshulme High School for Girls  

❖ Whalley Range High School  

❖ The Manchester College  

❖ Manchester Grammar School  

❖ Manchester Health Academy 

❖ Bosnian School and Society of 

Manchester 

❖ The University Of Manchester, Creative 

Writing Department  

❖ Hopwood Hall College, Rochdale  

❖ Manchester Arabic School, Chorlton 

 

❖ Manchester Metropolitan University  

❖ Newman Roman Catholic School  

❖ Canon Slade Sixth Form College, Bolton  

❖ The University of Salford  

❖ Trafford College  

❖ Altrincham Grammar School for Girls  

❖ Manchester Islamic Girls Grammar School  

❖ Withington Girls’ School  

❖ Loretto College 

❖ Marple Sixth Form College  

❖ The Cheadle College  

❖ Dean Trust Ardwick  

❖ Burnage Academy for Boys  

❖ The Radclyffe School  

❖ The Blue Coat School
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Hosting German Students as part of Youth Festival and Altrincham Girls Grammar School Art 

Workshop 

 

From Altrincham Grammar School: https://aggs.bright-

futures.co.uk/2023/03/09/macfest-art-workshop/ 

 

From Stockport College: https://stockport.ac.uk/macfest-

celebrating-muslim-arts-and-culture-festival/ 

https://aggs.bright-futures.co.uk/2023/03/09/macfest-art-workshop/
https://aggs.bright-futures.co.uk/2023/03/09/macfest-art-workshop/
https://stockport.ac.uk/macfest-celebrating-muslim-arts-and-culture-festival/
https://stockport.ac.uk/macfest-celebrating-muslim-arts-and-culture-festival/
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5. Engagement of Women Creatives: 

MWAFoundation and MWAFestival 

 

Throughout the festival we had excellent engagement of women as speakers, performers, and 

attendees. We had 13 Muslim women open the festival at the opening ceremony with the word welcome 

in their native language. Our aim to debunk stereotypes about Muslim women was successfully 

achieved. 

 

Speakers at the event included House of Lords Member Baroness Sayeeda Warsi, Labour MEP Julie 

Ward and Baroness Uddin. 
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Women and Moroccan weddings                                          Women’s Festival 

 
Launch of Muslim Women's Arts Festival and Hosting Afghani women artists to provide them with an 

artistic platform 

MEN about Muslim Women’s Arts Festival: 

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/arts-culture-news/muslim-womens-art-festival-

launches-26290745 

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/arts-culture-news/muslim-womens-art-festival-launches-26290745
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/arts-culture-news/muslim-womens-art-festival-launches-26290745
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/arts-culture-news/muslim-womens-art-festival-launches-26290745
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/whats-on/arts-culture-news/muslim-womens-art-festival-launches-26290745
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MANCHESTER WIRE International Women’s Week: 

https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-international-womens-week-with-a-range-of-

incredible-free-events/ 

Manchester Wire, MACFEST celebrates Muslim women around the 

world on Sat 4 Mar at the Whitworth: https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-muslim-

women-around-the-world-on-sat-4-mar-at-the-whitworth/  

 

 

 

 

6. MACFEST Heritage Tours 
 

In 2022 MACFEST launched a new initiative  MACFEST Heritage Tour. Its Aim: to connect 

Muslims and non Muslims to spend time together in countries celebrating Muslim heritage, art 

and culture. Also it provides an invaluable service to take Muslim women who would not 

normally go on trips by themselves to join our groups. Thereby we are meeting the needs of 

those women who are isolated and in need of support and friendship. 

 

 

https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-international-womens-week-with-a-range-of-incredible-free-events/
https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-international-womens-week-with-a-range-of-incredible-free-events/
https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-international-womens-week-with-a-range-of-incredible-free-events/
https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-international-womens-week-with-a-range-of-incredible-free-events/
https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-muslim-women-around-the-world-on-sat-4-mar-at-the-whitworth/
https://manchesterwire.co.uk/macfest-celebrates-muslim-women-around-the-world-on-sat-4-mar-at-the-whitworth/
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Macfest Heritage Tour: Morocco 

 

More information and videos here: https://macfest.org.uk/macfest-tours  

 

 

 

 

7. Awards 
 

Qaisra Shahraz MBE JP, Founder and Executive Director of MACFEST won the Culture 

Champion Award She Inspires Awards, highlighting and celebrating inspiring women 

trailblazers, women's skills, teamwork and Community spirit. 

 

Culture Champion Award 

 
 

Manchester World, What Manchester Means To Me: why author, educator and festival 

organiser Qaisra Shahraz loves the city: 

https://www.manchesterworld.uk/news/what-manchester-means-to-me-why-author-educator-

and-festival-organiser-qaisra-shahraz-loves-the-city-3474548  

https://macfest.org.uk/macfest-tours
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/news/what-manchester-means-to-me-why-author-educator-and-festival-organiser-qaisra-shahraz-loves-the-city-3474548
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/news/what-manchester-means-to-me-why-author-educator-and-festival-organiser-qaisra-shahraz-loves-the-city-3474548
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Asian Leader, Manchester woman wins “Culture Champion award”: 

https://asianleader.co.uk/manchester-woman-wins-culture-champion-award/ 

 

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 

 

 

 

 

https://manchesterlieutenancy.org/queens-award-for-voluntary-service-winners-2021/ 

https://manchesterlieutenancy.org/queens-award-for-voluntary-service-winners-2021/
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MACFEST wins Queen's Award for Voluntary Service: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgG_H067XbM 

 

The National News: British Muslim cultural charity wins prestigious Queen’s Award: 

https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/british-muslim-cultural-charity-wins-prestigious-

queen-s-award-1.1234852 

 

Making a Difference Award 

In recognition of contribution to social responsibility at The University of Manchester 

 

 

The High Sheriff Award 

 In recognition of the amazing work in celebrating arts and connecting communities in 

Greater Manchester  

 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgG_H067XbM
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/british-muslim-cultural-charity-wins-prestigious-queen-s-award-1.1234852
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/british-muslim-cultural-charity-wins-prestigious-queen-s-award-1.1234852
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Muslim Awards 
   

MACFEST won twice one of the most prestigious awards in the British Muslim community, 

recognizing and celebrating outstanding contributions and significant achievements of 

Muslims in the UK, as well as inspiring future generations of Muslims to excel in various 

fields. First awards was gained in 2019 as being the ‘Leading Light of the Year’, second in 

2023 in the category 'Community Group of the Year Award'. 

 

  

  
 

 

The Manchester People's Culture Award 

 
Qaisra Shahraz MBE, won the Manchester Culture Award 2023 in the Category: "The 

Manchester People's Culture Award". She was recognised for her initiatives, Muslim 

Women’s Arts Festival and MACFEST (Muslim Arts and Culture Festival), a ground-

breaking festival that connects communities, tackles Islamophobia, and breaks down 

barriers. She is well known for her lifelong passion in championing and celebrating women, 

youth, community cohesion, &amp; and building intercultural bridges through literature, arts 

and cultural heritage. 
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8. Media Coverage 

Qaisra Shahraz and MACFEST enjoy wide media & positive coverage nationally and 

internationally i.e. in The West Australian, in Dawn (Pakistan), in Manchester Evening News, 

and listed in Guardian as 1 of 5 ‘events not to be missed.’  

We were widely covered by the local, national and international media including in Dubai, 

Poland and Turkey. We received both print and media coverage of the festival. see our media 

page on www.macfest.org.uk   

Here is a small sample of links including winning the Queens Award for Voluntary Service, 

Macfest UK. 

 

 

 

http://www.macfest.org.uk/
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Award-winning Muslim organisation Macfest launches Arab 

Heritage Festival in UK: https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/uk-

news/2021/09/10/award-winning-muslim-charity-macfest-launches-arab-heritage-festival-in-

uk/  

https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/uk-news/2021/09/10/award-winning-muslim-charity-macfest-launches-arab-heritage-festival-in-uk/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/uk-news/2021/09/10/award-winning-muslim-charity-macfest-launches-arab-heritage-festival-in-uk/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/uk-news/2021/09/10/award-winning-muslim-charity-macfest-launches-arab-heritage-festival-in-uk/
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 MACFEST tackling Islamophobia: 

ttps://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-the-massive-manchester-based-festival-

using-art-and-culture-to-tackle-islamophobia-3519494 

 

Mancunion, An interview with Qaisra Shahraz: founder of MACFEST: 

https://mancunion.com/2018/10/05/an-interview-with-qaisra-shahraz-founder-of-macfest/  

 MACFEST 2020: How one woman's mission to end divisions 

after Manchester terror attack became a celebration of community: 

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/macfest-2020-

how-one-womans-17541290 

https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-the-massive-manchester-based-festival-using-art-and-culture-to-tackle-islamophobia-3519494
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-the-massive-manchester-based-festival-using-art-and-culture-to-tackle-islamophobia-3519494
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-the-massive-manchester-based-festival-using-art-and-culture-to-tackle-islamophobia-3519494
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/macfest-the-massive-manchester-based-festival-using-art-and-culture-to-tackle-islamophobia-3519494
https://mancunion.com/2018/10/05/an-interview-with-qaisra-shahraz-founder-of-macfest/
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/macfest-2020-how-one-womans-17541290
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/macfest-2020-how-one-womans-17541290
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Creative Tourist, MACFEST 2020 – across Manchester: 

https://www.creativetourist.com/event/macfest/ 

● Macfest in Southampton: 

https://www.solinked.org.uk/community_services/macfest-muslim-arts-and-

culture-festival-march-to-july-2023   

● Mancunion, Interview: Manchester’s most influential woman – Qaisra Shahraz: 

https://mancunion.com/2018/01/30/interview-manchesters-most-influential-woman-

qaisra-shahraz/  

● Manchester Wire, MACFEST 2020 celebrates Muslim heritage in Manchester: 

● https://manchesterwire.co.uk/book-now-macfest-2020-celebrates-muslim-heritage-in-

manchester/ 

● Manchester World about Ramadan and Macfest: 

https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/ramadan-2023-manchester-iftar-meals-

4076701 

 

FFEU NEWSLETTER: https://myemail.constantcontact.com/FFEU-Highlights-March-

2023.html?soid=1102054005496&aid=qMmv9C3-FL8  

https://www.creativetourist.com/event/macfest/
https://www.solinked.org.uk/community_services/macfest-muslim-arts-and-culture-festival-march-to-july-2023
https://www.solinked.org.uk/community_services/macfest-muslim-arts-and-culture-festival-march-to-july-2023
https://mancunion.com/2018/01/30/interview-manchesters-most-influential-woman-qaisra-shahraz/
https://mancunion.com/2018/01/30/interview-manchesters-most-influential-woman-qaisra-shahraz/
https://manchesterwire.co.uk/book-now-macfest-2020-celebrates-muslim-heritage-in-manchester/
https://manchesterwire.co.uk/book-now-macfest-2020-celebrates-muslim-heritage-in-manchester/
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/ramadan-2023-manchester-iftar-meals-4076701
https://www.manchesterworld.uk/whats-on/ramadan-2023-manchester-iftar-meals-4076701
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/FFEU-Highlights-March-2023.html?soid=1102054005496&aid=qMmv9C3-FL8
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/FFEU-Highlights-March-2023.html?soid=1102054005496&aid=qMmv9C3-FL8
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9. Video Links 
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FFEU congratulatory message to MACFEST 5th anniversary celebration: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PX-Nuxg-wc 

 

Macfest YouTube channel with over 190 videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/@macfestinternational2087/videos  

 

 

10. Social Media 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MACFESTUK/  

https://www.instagram.com/macfestuk/  

https://twitter.com/MACFESTUK 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/macfest-uk  

 https://www.tiktok.com/@macfest0  

 

#SpreadHoneyNotHate 

#MACFEST2023  

 

https://macfest.org.uk 

https://mwafoundation.org  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PX-Nuxg-wc
https://www.youtube.com/@macfestinternational2087/videos
https://www.facebook.com/MACFESTUK/
https://www.instagram.com/macfestuk/
https://twitter.com/MACFESTUK
https://www.linkedin.com/company/macfest-uk
https://www.tiktok.com/@macfest0
https://macfest.org.uk/
https://mwafoundation.org/
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11. Letters/Testimonials 
 

We are delighted that we have received resounding positive feedback from our attendees, 

artists, partners, school teachers and sponsors. 
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11.1 Dignitaries and Sponsors 
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11.2 Artists, Creatives and Speakers 
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11.3 Volunteers 
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11.4 Partners and Friends 
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11.5 Schools and Colleges 

 

 

Withington Girls’ School testimonial 

On Friday 17th March 2023, six of our pupils took part in the Muslim Arts and Culture Festival (MACfest) 

as part of the ‘Celebrating Poetry and Mother Tongue’ panel. MACfest is a huge celebration of art, 

diversity and culture and aims to bring both Muslim and non-Muslim communities together. The 

festival’s main goal is to tackle islamophobia and was established following the Manchester Arena 

attack and the subsequent spike in islamophobia. Through embracing and celebrating a wide range of 

cultures, the festival hopes to eradicate hate, a sentiment which is reinforced by the festival’s core 

slogan, ‘spread honey not hate.’ 

The ‘Celebrating Poetry’ panel was a great platform for students to share more about their 

culture/heritage and offered pupils the opportunity to perform poetry in their native tongue. The following 

WGS students took part in the event: 

Zainab Mazhari (Year 12), Ariba Tasnim (Year 12), Manal Nasir and Haleema Ashraf (Year 11), Hana 

Ahmed (Year 9), Dalia Mahmood (Year 7) 

The pupils very much enjoyed taking part in this panel and commented on how special it was to be able 

to perform poetry in their mother tongue. 

Please see below pupils’ comments: 

MACFEST has been a great experience for me. Sharing my passion for my culture and learning about 

other people’s backgrounds has made me understand how unique and different everybody is. 
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MACFEST has given me the chance to also connect with my identity as a Pakistani and has shown me 

different ways people can connect with their roots. MACFEST has been an amazing experience, it has 

presented me with a lot of opportunities to bond with my community and I am very honoured that I got 

the chance to take part! Hana Ahmed (Year 9) 

It was my first time participating in the 'Celebrating Poetry and Mother tongue' panel and I thoroughly 

enjoyed it. After reciting a poem in my mother tongue alongside my friend, I loved listening to all the 

other pupils perform poetry in their own mother tongue ranging from Arabic and Urdu to Bengali. 

MacFest has allowed me to share my culture and heritage with others and allowed me to recognise the 

importance of what different languages mean to different people. The environment in the panel was 

overwhelmingly positive and friendly, supporting the vast array of languages performed by the pupils. I 

would also like to say a huge thank you to Hanane and Qaisra for organising the event and making it 

an unforgettable experience. I look forward to working with MacFest in the future and I commend them 

for their dedication and hard work. Haleema Ashraf (Year 11) 

This year was the first time I had participated in the MACFEST mother tongue panel, and I found the 

experience to be extremely enjoyable. After performing a poem in my own mother tongue with a friend, 

I was able to listen to pieces performed by other pupils just like me. It was such an encouraging 

environment, with everyone’s spoken word being appreciated and celebrated. Overall, It was a 

wonderful opportunity to share my part of my cultural identity with others and I thank MACFEST for 

creating such an opportunity. Manal Nasir (Year 11) 

MacFest has always been something that I have great admiration and respect for. This being my second 

year participating in the Mother Language and Poetry Panel was as incredible as the first time. Its ethos 

is simple, share your heritage with one another. It is unlike anything I've ever done before, and I am so 

privileged to have been a part of it. Qaisra and Hanane have worked extremely hard in organising this 

and should be very proud of themselves. I am looking forward to future opportunities provided by 

Macfest and I will continue to support and take part in their excellent events. Zainab Mazhari (Year 12) 

The above comments clearly demonstrate the huge impact that MacFest has had on our students. This 

is an excellent organisation which enables young people to connect with their culture, religion and 

ethnicity. Both Qaisra and Hanane should be congratulated for holding such a successful series of 

events across the year.  
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11.6 Community Groups 
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11.7 Other Testimonials
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12. Photos 
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